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LOOKING FORWARD TO A GOOD JUDGMENT
Hebrews 9:27-28

We are all familiar with the statement that something is as
certain as death and taxes. For example, you might say to a friend, “I
wonder if the democrats in congress will try to repudiate some of the
president’s cabinet appointments?” To which your friend might reply,
“Well, that’s as certain as death and taxes.” 

Most of us are quite aware that taxes are pretty certain. If you
own real estate, you have this ominous tax bill hanging over your
head that is due on January 15. You know it must be paid. Hopefully
you have money earmarked to meet that obligation. And even if you
do not own real estate, it is possible that you will need to pay federal
and state income taxes, medicare taxes, medicaid taxes, and possibly
municipal taxes on or before April 15. Taxes are certain. 

What if we decided that we are tired of paying up to half our
income on all the taxes, hidden and obvious, that are extracted from
us? What if we decided that the government asks too much of us and
we stopped paying the inevitable? Maintain that attitude and practice
long enough and you may very well have the privilege of viewing the
inside of a courtroom as you stand before a judge to give an
explanation. Or more likely, you will be there to tell the judge that
you are not guilty or to finally admit that you are guilty.

Normal people do all that is in our power to avoid such
circumstances. We just deal with the inevitable even though it is
unsavory to us. In many areas of life, various levels or kinds of
judgment are out there in the future somewhere. In a way, final exams
are a kind of pending judgment. When you begin a course in college
or you begin a grade in school, you know that at some point you have
to pass exams to move on successfully (at least this is ostensibly the
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plan). Preparation for the exam is critical. It is like facing the judge
who will determine if you move on or try again.

What kind of person would look forward to an examination? In
the daily comics there are a couple of those characters. One is Baldo
Bermudez’s younger sister Gracie. Another is Jason Fox of the
Foxtrot comic. These two characters relish going to school, look
forward to taking exams, and are not at all like most of us or the
students we know. But there really are some kids like that.

Okay, taxes, exams, and death are certain. Not many people
look forward to dying either. That is especially true if we believe our
text when it says that after death comes the judgment. The person
who looks forward to meeting the Eternal Judge who will bring all
things and all people into judgment is most certainly considered
abnormal in our culture. What kind of person could possibly think
that standing before the majestic, almighty Creator to be judged by
Him will be a positive experience? The only kind of person who
could feel that way is one whose offenses against the Creator have all
been abolished. And how can that happen? When the acceptable price
for those offenses, the sacrifice of Christ our Savior, has been applied
to our offenses, they are gone forever. The redeemed person should
actually look forward to standing before the Eternal Judge because He
is our friend, our Savior, the one who paid for our sins Himself.
Death is not a fearful thing to people whose sins are forgiven. 

According to this text in the letter to the Hebrew Christians,
there are people who live their lives looking forward to meeting the
Judge. Maybe that is like a person in our day who is not at all
concerned with tax day because they know that someone has already
paid their taxes.  The conclusion of this text is that we who have
received Christ’s gracious payment for our sins are not fearful of the
coming judgment. And, more than that, we are looking forward to
meeting the Judge. Can that truly be said regarding you and me?
  
Death is as Certain as Taxes (v.27a).

The opening words of our text, And just as it is appointed for
man to die once (v.27a), reveal that God’s plan requires death. But
come to think of it, God’s plan also requires those inevitable taxes.
Maybe that is why they are inevitable. Jesus taught the need to pay
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taxes. Jesus grew up among people and ministered to people who
were familiar with paying taxes. That is because those Jewish people
knew well that God’s law required “offerings” that supported the
priests and Levites who ministered at the tabernacle and temple. What
does that have to do with taxes? Those offerings amounted to a
minimum of 30% of a person’s income or profit when added together.
It wasn’t just a spiritual thing, but the national identity of Israel.
Much of that was what we call tax. 

Also, when the nation of Israel was governed by their own
kings, some of them exacted painful amounts of taxes. We remember
the story of young king Rehoboam, son of Solomon. Talk about
extreme taxation! He told the people: “And now, whereas my father
laid on you a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions”
(1 Kings 12:11). The result was civil war and division of the nation.

But in Jesus’ day it was worse because God’s people had to
continue to pay offerings for the temple work plus they had to pay all
the taxes the dreaded, ungodly Romans demanded. Jewish leaders
concluded that God never intended for them to pay taxes to wicked
pagans. Jesus taught them to pay to Caesar the tax that was owed to
Caesar (Matthew 22:21).

The requirement Jesus set down hasn’t changed to this day. It
is still a requirement for followers of Christ today. God the Holy
Spirit taught through Paul that we are to, Pay to all what is owed to
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed
(Romans 13:7). Like it or not, ready or not, “Lo the tax man cometh.”
Taxes are certain so be ready.

And, just like the familiar saying establishes, the Bible also
thoroughly teaches the certainty of death. Death was not the first
desire of the Creator. Death entered the world at a particular moment.
God promised Adam and Eve that disobedience regarding the
forbidden fruit would result in death. He warned, “But of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17). The warning stated
literally is, “Dying you shall die.” The entrance of sin into the world
caused everything, not just humans, to begin dying.
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Therefore, still to this day, we are all born dying. The rule is
this: Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned
(Romans 5:12). We can’t escape it. As long as there is sin, there will
be death. For the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). It’s the
Creator’s plan. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die (Ezekiel
18:4).

Because this is God’s plan, one significant side of the story of
the entire Bible is that, in this part of eternity called “time” in which
humanity rises and falls, death reigns supreme! No one escapes it
apart from God’s miraculous grace. No one defeats it. God has made
the appointment. According to His plan, death is laid up, kept in
waiting for all people. The same Greek word that is translated
appointed in our text is used in Luke 19:20 to describe what the
wicked servant did with the money his master gave him to invest.
Jesus told the story, Then another came, saying, “Lord, here is your
mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief” (Luke 19:20).

The lesson is clear. As we travel along the road of life,
somewhere on that road death is laid aside waiting for us. No one
knows around which bend it lies, and no one can avoid it. It is
possible that even someone or someones gathered in this assembly
will run upon their appointment with death in 2017. Avoiding it is
impossible. Being prepared for it is advisable. 

Because our end is appointed, we do well to be prepared.
Preparation is such a critical thing because life is so brief and
uncertain. The Bible repeatedly acknowledges the brevity of life. Job
concluded that Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full
of trouble (Job 14:1). David realized that As for man, his days are
like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field (Psalm 103:15).
Moses, who lived far longer than most people do in our day,
concluded regarding God: You sweep them away as with a flood; they
are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: in the
morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and
withers.” (Psalm 90:5-6). He stated that The years of our life are
seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil
and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away (Psalm 90:10). In
the New Testament, Peter quoted David to warn us that All flesh is
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like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers,
and the flower falls (1 Peter 1:24).

Because the Bible teaches that life is brief, we do well to
believe it. However, because the Bible teaches that this is true, we
should not be surprised to experience the brevity of life ourselves.
Most of us can testify that the old Bible writers were spot on when
the told us that life quickly drifts away like a vapor (James 4;14).
When we were children, it seemed like the days dragged on. We
wondered when it would finally be time for Christmas. And “When
will summer break be here?” we probably asked a hundred times. It
seemed like the day when we would be old enough to drive would
never come. And “When can I get married?” Of course that was a
question for people in my generation. Too many young people today
prefer not to think about that one. 

But suddenly everything changed. It seems like the moment we
grew into adulthood the years began to fly past. Now we can easily
remember events that happened 50 years ago like they were
yesterday. Things that our grandchildren think of as ancient history,
we remember in detail. It seems like it all happened last week. Now,
life speeds by so quickly that it seems like doctor’s appointments and
prescription refills come due almost weekly. On December 26 , I saidth

to my wife and mother as we were beginning our family devotions,
“Wow, it’s only 364 more days until Christmas.” Life truly does fly
past that quickly.

Not only are we keenly aware that life is flying by, but we also
know too well that there is no guarantee of life. No one here knows
for certain that he or she will be alive at the end of 2017. We have no
idea what circumstances will overtake us along the road of life this
coming year. Indeed, all that we know and experience as “life” might
be changed in an instant if God initiates His plan for the end of the
age. 

To quote our two-year-old grandson Foster, “Oh no!” So what
do you plan to do in light of the brevity of life, the uncertainty of life,
and the certainty of death? The most sensible thing we can do in light
of the fact that it is appointed for us to die is to make preparations for
that very event. Normal people, and those with common sense, make
practical preparations for the inevitable. They do things like buy life
insurance policies to provide for their loved ones in the event of an
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untimely death. Some people purchase grave sites or crypts and some
have even prepaid their funeral expenses. We are wise to have
attorneys draw up wills, trusts, living wills, and do estate planning so
that there is not confusion when the inevitable comes.

Other than normal people go to the extreme of trying to prepare
for life beyond the grave. Some wealthy people are pursuing the
science of cryogenics by which they plan to freeze their deceased
body hoping that in the future a cure will be found for the disease that
killed them. Others are banking on the possibility that scientists will
discover how to restore life to dead bodies.

An article about restoration after death appeared in the
Telegraph in the United Kingdom in May 2016. “Indian specialist Dr
Himanshu Bansal, working with Biotech companies Revita Life
Sciences and Bioquark Inc, has been granted ethical permission to
recruit 20 patients who have been declared clinically dead from a
traumatic brain injury, to test whether parts of their central nervous
system can be brought back to life. Scientists will use a combination
of therapies, which include injecting the brain with stem cells and a
cocktail of peptides, as well as deploying lasers and nerve stimulation
techniques which have been shown to bring patients out of comas.”

However, trying to cheat death is foolish. Every person is made
up of body and spirit. The body is destined to die. As our text says,
it is appointed to that end. Death is inescapable. These bodies that
God created out of dust originally will return to dust (Genesis 3:19).
As Job said, They lie down alike in the dust, and the worms cover
them (Job 21:26). At death the body is separated from the spirit.

The spirit, unlike the body, is not made of dust. It is eternal like
God is and will live somewhere forever. “Somewhere” is limited to
two choices, heaven or hell. Some people will live forever in the
presence of God their Creator, rejoicing in perfection with the saints
and angels. The rest of the people will live forever in a state of
suffering. It is like eternal death, except that the spirit is fully alive.
The Bible describes hell as an eternal residence in the lake of fire that
God created for Satan and his wicked, fallen angels who followed
him. The Bible describes it as a state of intense, intolerable, but never
ceasing suffering. It is a state of eternal separation from God —
which no human experiences this side of death.
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The Eternal Judge determines in which of those two conditions
we will live for eternity. Every person must face Him. What will you
do knowing that you will face your Creator? We do well to prepare
for where our spirits will live forever. 

Judgment is as Certain as Death and Taxes (vv.27b-28).

Meeting God face-to-face will be a frightening judgment for
some. God has determined that we will all die, and after that comes
judgment (v.27b).  The thought of facing the offended Creator is
frightening. But actually the judgment, as it is referred to here, comes
at various times, or so it would appear. 

First, there is a judgment for believers when we will stand
before Christ to receive reward for the things we have done in life
that have honored Christ. Writing to Christians, the Apostle Paul
taught, For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the
body, whether good or evil (2 Corinthians 5:10). This appears to be
the same thing Paul described when he wrote in an earlier letter: For
no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw – each one’s work will
become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he
will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer
loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire (1
Corinthians 3:11-15).That will indeed be a judgment. But the results
of the judgment do not change the fact that we believers will live with
the “Judge” forever.

There is also a final judgment of the unredeemed at the Great
White Throne. This is the one the writer to the Hebrews referred to.
John saw what it will look like and recorded the scene in the
Revelation. Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated
on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was
found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before
the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
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written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead
who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according
to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

This is the judgment Jesus warned about in the sermon on the
mount. He said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

No mere human can really imagine what it would be like to
stand before the Mighty Creator who is offended by sin and give an
account to the Judge! His might and power, His majestic glory is
revealed in all that He has created. Can you begin to comprehend the
power to speak the universe into existence? Can you fathom the
power behind a massive tsunami, a category 5 hurricane, an F5
tornado, a 7.5 magnitude earthquake? God stores up that kind of fury
against sinners who must stand before Him at the judgment and give
an account. That should scare the living daylight out of us!

Choosing to ignore or deny the certainty of judgment does not
change reality. The common response of sinners to all of this teaching
about judgment is that it is not true. They say that it is just so much
religious talk. They conclude that this is the kind of thing old tent
meeting revivalists used to shout at people in order to scare sinners
down the sawdust trail. So many worldly-wise folks conclude, “Let’s
begin by denying the veracity of the Bible. Then we can deny that the
God of the Bible exists. If God does not exist, He cannot be our
Creator or our Judge. Then we will conclude that we were not created
but evolved.” That was simple. No Bible, no sin, no Judge, no
problem!

But denial of truth never changed reality. Death is waiting for
everyone. Judgment is waiting for everyone. But that’s okay for some
folks. What kind of folks are okay with the pending judgment of
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God? Those strange folks are not only unconcerned about facing the
Eternal Judge but are looking forward to it.

The promised judgment will be a positive experience for
believers. Why or how? Because Christ paid for our sins. Having
warned of the coming judgment, the author of our text wrote, so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear
a second time, not to deal with sin (v.28a). Christ offered Himself as
the acceptable sacrifice for the price of sin. On the cross He bore the
sins of many. When the Father sent the Son to be crucified, He had
to turn away while the Beloved Son bore the sins of those who are
saved. What an incredible privilege it is to have the penalty for my
sins covered by the blood of Jesus Christ.

The sinner who confesses his or her sin to God, repents of sin,
pleads for mercy, and is forgiven is certain of the Father’s love
through Christ. We have the righteousness of Christ put on our
account. We are as pure in the Judge’s eyes as the Beloved Son
Himself. We have no blemishes that would keep us out of heaven. So
when the Judge shows up, that will be a time of rejoicing.

To that end Paul taught: To me, though I am the very least of all
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ,  and to bring to light for everyone
what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created
all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and
access with confidence through our faith in him (Ephesians 3:8-12).
We look at inevitable death, past death to judgment with confidence.
We are like those odd students who actually look forward to exam
time. Why? Because we are absolutely sure we have the answer in
Jesus Christ.

It seems like such people would not appear to be like the
“normal” people of our age, our culture, our world. No, we are not.
That is obvious when redeemed sinners eagerly wait for the Judge.
Christ is not coming to us as judge, but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him (v.28b). We are not eagerly waiting for Christ to
come as a means to gain His favor. We are eagerly waiting because
we know He has already shown His favor. It really is not that we have
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some morbid enjoyment of coming judgment. Rather we live with all
confidence that the Judge has already taken care of the judgment for
us. Therefore, we are trying every day to live out the righteousness of
Christ that the Judge has put on our account.

What will happen in 2017? Not to be flippant or immature, but
“Who cares?” “But what if I die?” you ask. That is not a problem for
the person whose sins Christ died for. What if Christ comes again and
all of the world and life we know is consummated? Great! Welcome
the Judge. Open the door for the Judge. What a glorious thing it
would be if He would indeed show up in 2017. When you pay your
taxes in the next few weeks, let it remind you that two things are
certain: death and taxes. And after death, the next certain thing is the
judgment. Are you ready? Live like you are with confidence toward
the coming judgment.
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