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   God's Anointed King Reigns Over All Israel! 

 

Call to Worship: Micah 5:2-5a      Hymn Insert- Amazing Love 

1st Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1-13        Hymn #218-  All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 

2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-5            Hymn #216-  Crown Him With Many Crowns 

 

 

Introduction: 

 When God had anointed David king, he was a young boy, tending his father's sheep.  And 

now, easily over twenty years later, at the age of thirty-seven, David is finally brought to reign 

over all Israel, in accordance with God's promise.  Through many difficulties, trials, windy roads, 

and humanly impossible situations, with a history of much bloodshed, grief and sorrow, David 

has finally made it!  Right to the end; right up to the very threshold of David's receiving the 

promise, David's faith was tested, and he would never, ever forget, that it was God, who brought 

him here.  On many an occasion, David was left with nowhere to turn, but God; he was forced to 

put his life and his future, in God's hands, and by such means, as God delivered every time, 

David's faith was greatly strengthened, and he was prepared for this very day; he was prepared to 

lead the people of God!   

 And so, brethren, this morning, in our main text, we stand alongside of David, and we 

celebrate the fulfillment of a longstanding promise, and as we do so, we humbly prostrate 

ourselves before, and revel in the presence of, our great and glorious God, who is always 

faithful!  Not a single promise of God; not a single Word of God, has ever, ever, come up short, 

in all of history!  Indeed, many years may pass, but not without a good purpose, and God will 

always prove Himself faithful...to those who wait upon Him!  "For those who wait upon the 

Lord, will renew their strength.  They will mount up with wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary, they will walk and not faint!" (Isaiah 40:31). 

 

I.  David is Anointed King 

 "Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and spoke, saying, 'Indeed we are 

your bone and your flesh.  Also, in time past, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who 

led Israel out and brought them in; and the Lord said to you, 'You shall shepherd My people 

Israel, and be ruler over Israel'' (vs. 1-2). 
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 And so, right up into the fulfillment of God's promise, David never attempted to force 

God's hand.  Though Abner and Ishbosheth had been murdered, and both of these tragic events 

could have further hindered David's transition to the throne, David mourned and honored both 

men, and left the results to God.  David did not barrel into Northern Israel, seeking to take the 

throne by force.  No, he waited upon God, and in God's perfect timing, all the tribes of Israel 

came to David.  And notice the three-fold reason, they give to David, for assuring him of their 

desire to make him their king: 

 1) "We are your bone and your flesh."  "You are our brother in the flesh, one of our own, 

from the tribe of Judah.  And though you have been treated like a heathen foreigner; though our 

former king chased you out, into the land of the Philistines, because of his own personal jealousy 

and envy, we know that you are one of us.  We need a king from our own kinsmen; from among 

the people of God, and you fit that bill." 

 2) "You were the one who brought Israel out and led them in."  After David had defeated 

Goliath, Saul set him over the men of war, and we are told these words in verses 5 and 16 of 

Chapter 18, "So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely.  And Saul set him 

over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of 

Saul's servants...But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before 

them."  David was a man of war, whom God used to defend, protect and advance the people of 

Israel.  He was a true protective shepherd and leader of the people, and this was proven during 

the reign of Saul, when David defeated the giant Goliath, of whom every one was afraid, and 

when he led the Israelite men of war, out to battle against Israel's enemies.   

 Abner, himself, used this reality as a means of motivating the people to make David king.  

You will recall in 2 Samuel chapter 3:17-18, these words of motivation, from Abner to the tribes 

of Israel, "In time past you were seeking for David to be king over you.  Now then, do it!  For the 

Lord has spoken of David, saying, By the hand of My servant David, I will save My people 

Israel from the hand of the Philistines and the hand of all their enemies." 

 Indeed, David was a faithful leader, who would protect and defend the people of God, 

like a true protective shepherd!  Right up to the present day, since Saul's defeat (about 7 1/2 

years ago), the Philistines resided in Israelite territory, and they were a thorn in the side of Israel, 

challenging their freedom and joy in the land.  And David would prove to be a good and godly 

leader over them, who would guide and direct the people unto the defeat of all of their enemies.  
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In fact, we will find this happening in the remainder of this chapter.  And so, David would prove 

to be a feared and respected military leader and protector of the people.   

 But a true leader is not only skilled militarily.  A true leader is not merely a man of war, 

but he is also a faithful and tender shepherd of the people, which brings us to the final motivation 

they give David, for wanting to make him their king.   

 3) The Lord had said to David, "You shall shepherd My people Israel, and be ruler over 

Israel."  David not only bore the rod, as a shepherd.  He also bore the staff!  He would drive 

away the wolves; the enemies of his people, and he would also lead them in the ways of the 

Lord.  Israel needed guidance, direction and true, godly leadership, and they knew that David 

was called by God to fulfill that very office.  They needed a leader and a shepherd, who would so 

care for the flock, that he would put their lives before his own.  And David, had already proven 

his faithfulness in this regard, when he went in and out among them.  As a young lad, he had 

risked his life for literal sheep, delivering them from the bear and the lion.  And as a young man, 

he had risked his life for God's spiritual sheep, Israel, by defeating the enemies of the Lord, 

wherever Saul had sent him.   

 And so, for these three reasons, the people called David to be their king: He was one of 

their kin, according to the flesh.  He went in and out among them, as a defender and protector of 

Israel, and he was a gentle, tender shepherd, who would rule over the people sacrificially, 

esteeming the necessary interests of the people, above his own.  

 "Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a 

covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord.  And they anointed David king over Israel" (vs. 

3). 

 And so, the elders of each tribe; the tribal representatives and leaders, came to David and 

solidified their commitment to subject themselves to his authority and rule, and he solidified his 

commitment to faithfully rule over and care for them, by way of covenant.  And this was done 

"before the Lord."  That is to say, they covenanted; they vowed to God and each other, in this 

regard, making their commitment most solemn.  And then, the elders anointed David, as an 

official, outward means of ordaining him unto the office.  And so, God's promise has officially 

met its fulfillment!  Though kings and great enemies and extreme circumstances have often stood  

in the threshold of contending with God's promise; though visible, fierce opposition and invisible 

higher powers and rulers of darkness, have made every attempt to hinder God's promise, God's 
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power was proven all sovereign, right here, as the crown was placed on David's brow!  And 

though unseen with the physical eyes, in the invisible realm, a huge, lit up, neon banner, brighter 

than the sun, accompanied this anointing.  And it read, "Great is Thy Faithfulness!  To God be 

the Glory!" 

 "David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  In 

Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty-

three years over all Israel and Judah" (vs. 4-5).   

 

II.  Closing Thoughts and Applications 

 Brethren, for the remainder of our time, let us consider a few relevant closing thoughts 

and applications: 

 1) Since I have beaten this drum so frequently, as of late, and I am certain that I will beat 

it again, let me just mention again, brethren, the critical importance of waiting upon God.  There 

is not a single promise that God will fail to keep, which He has given us in His Word.  Our God 

is faithful!  His temporary "no's" and "wait's" are always for good purposes, and significantly for 

our sanctification, and His absolute "no's," are always for our greater good and His glory, both of 

which, run parallel.  But brethren, our God is faithful.  And the safest place to be, is in the 

"Nevertheless, not my will, but Your will be done," category, where we are content to enjoy 

fellowship with God and the great privilege of serving Him!  Brethren, see again with David, 

"Great is [God's] faithfulness!"  And when we get to glory, the barometer of our expectations 

will be shattered beyond recognition! 

 2) Recognize in David, and in the three-fold motivation, which the Israelites gave for 

making him king, the paradigm for true, God-honoring leadership: 

 a) A true leader is in kinship with those who are subject to his authority.  They reign 

alongside, in one sense, even though they have a higher position of authority.  Moses was called 

the "humblest person on earth," when he led the people of God through the wilderness!  True 

leaders are not proud and arrogant, they are humble and gentle!  They are "our bone and our 

flesh."  Of course, David was this in a physical sense, but see a spiritual illustration here as well. 

 b) A true leader protects and defends those under his care.  He is not like the hireling, 

who runs away from his flock, when the wolves come.  No, he fights the wolves, risking his own 

life, for the sake of the sheep.  A true leader, lays down his life; he sacrifices for those who are 
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positionally beneath him.  He stands for what is right; he has a backbone, and he is not afraid to 

put himself at the front of the battle, so as to protect his people.  A true leader will lead by 

example first; and he is not heavy-handed, although he will press forward.  He will take risks for 

the good of the people, and for the glory of God. 

 c) A true leader is a tender and gracious guide.  He "leads."  He cuts a path, he breaks 

ground, and he seeks to progress his flock unto lush grass and still waters.  He feeds his flock 

what is good and pure, not always what tastes sweet, but what is good and necessary for his 

people.  A true leader is recognized by the actions that come out of his heart, and not by the mere 

outward appearance of his person.   

 All of these were qualities found in David, and the people recognized that.  May God 

grant us the wisdom and the grace to strive to seek out such men, whenever we raise up 

leadership in this church.  And may God embed the general principles from this paradigm, into 

the hearts of any who are (or will be) in a position of authority of any sort, from this church.    

 3) Lastly, brethren, recognize the glory and splendor of these virtues, found especially in 

the Lord Jesus Christ! 

 a) Did not the infinite and eternal, almighty, all sovereign, Creator of all things, step into 

our "bone and our flesh," that He might redeem and lead us, His sheep?  Does not Christ, 

actually call us His brethren?!  The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, did He not?  

We are His kinsmen, brethren!  And He identifies with us in every respect, although being free 

from the taint of sin.  He knows our sufferings...even better!  He knows what it is like to suffer 

hunger and thirst!  He knows what it is like to be abandoned by His closest friends and betrayed 

by one!  He knows what it is like to be tempted; indeed, in all points, yet without sin!  He knows 

what it is like to be rejected, to be hated, to suffer agony, to face death and to die!  He knows all 

of these things and much more, and He knows them; He identifies with us in all of these and 

much more, and at a far deeper level, and brethren, all of these, He knows for us!  Is there a 

greater friend; a greater man, who could so identify with our corrupt, fallen and naturally 

damned race?  Oh, David is a mere shadow of this glorious substance, found in the Son of God, 

who became man, that He might redeem men! 

 b) And who has taken a greater risk than Christ, who laid down His very life for His 

sheep?  Who has conquered not merely the Philistines and the Amalekites and other earthly 

enemies, but the greatest enemy of all; that enemy which permeates the very fabric of our entire 
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being, and who stands between us and God, keeping us in a perpetual state of enmity against and 

alienation from our glorious Creator?  Who is it that has laid hold of the whole mountainous 

package of our sin, and who has embraced it in His own flesh, and who has crucified it in His 

own body on the tree, and who has buried it in the tomb forever, never to be brought up or 

revived to our account again?   

 And who is it, who stands with us, against every other form of opposition, which would 

come against us, seeking to rend us from fellowship with God?  Who is it who guarantees our 

safety in every respect; who works to conquer our remaining sin, our flesh, and every other form 

of opposition found in the world, the flesh and the devil?  Who would call us, the "apple of His 

eye," such that, when one persecutes or harms us, they are said to be persecuting and harming 

Him?  Who is it, that guarantees the perfection and completion of our salvation, as a conquering 

Lion, who goes before us, in every sphere of battle and trial, we face?  Indeed, it is Christ Jesus, 

our Lord, brethren! 

 c) And lastly, who is it, who though being a fierce Lion to all of our enemies, is a tender 

and gracious shepherd toward us, always remembering that we are but dust?  Who would guide 

us by His life transforming Word, speaking the wonderful Words of life to our souls, daily?  He 

is that pillar of fire by night and that pillar of cloud by day, ever providing us with leadership and 

guidance by His Word, determined to carry us safely through this difficult and painful life!  He 

constantly provides us with His promises to stand upon, when every other ledge of life has 

collapsed before us!  Indeed, such is Christ Jesus, our Lord, brethren!   

 Indeed brethren, The Lord Jesus is our Shepherd, is He not?  And we shall never want!  

"He makes [us] to lie down in green pastures; He leads [us] beside the still waters.  He restores 

[our] soul; He leads [us] in the paths of righteousness for His Name's sake.  [And] Yea, though 

[we] walk through the valley of the shadow of death, [we] will fear no evil [brethren]; For [He] 

is with [us]; [His] rod and [His] staff, they comfort [us].  [He] prepare[s] a table before [us] in 

the presence of [our] enemies; [He] anoints [our] heads with oil; [Our] cup runs over [way, way 

over!]. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow [us] all the days [every last one of them!] of 

[our] life; And [we] will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever!" 

 A King, like David, was born in the little and insignificant town of Bethlehem.  And He 

is Christ, our Lord!  And we are the privileged; the privileged beyond all comprehension and 
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imagination; subjects of this glorious and awesome King!  And this King is also our Shepherd, 

who loved us and gave Himself for us!  Brethren, this is reality!!! 

 

AMEN!!! 

 

Benediction: Ezekiel 34:1-16, 23-24    


