
Morning Sermon Outline – November 12, 2017   

“A Worse Thing” John 5:8-19 

 
What is the worst thing that can happen to a person?   

In this passage, Jesus indicates it is something far worse than being an 

invalid, and helpless for thirty-eight years! 

 

I. Jesus command – 
Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." (John 5:8 NKJ) 

 

1. This is an exceedingly wonderful command – 

A. Considering to whom it is spoken to – 
Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 

(John 5:5 NKJ) 

 

B. This infirmity was such that the poor man could not walk, it 

seems he had trouble even crawling fast – 
The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool 

when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps 

down before me." (John 5:7 NKJ) 

 

C. Normally, this command would seem cruel, it would be a 

mocking of the poor man’s inability, his great weakness, but 

with the command Jesus also gives a gracious and powerful 

ability to obey – 
And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 

And that day was the Sabbath. (John 5:9 NKJ) 

 

II. A half-blind accusation and inquiry – 
The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is 

not lawful for you to carry your bed." 11 He answered them, "He who 

made me well said to me, `Take up your bed and walk.'" 12 Then they 

asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, `Take up your bed and 

walk '?" 13 But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for 

Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. (John 5:10-13 

NKJ) 

 

1. The Jews mentioned here seem to see only one thing – 
The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is 

not lawful for you to carry your bed." (John 5:10 NKJ) 

 
2. Question, was it lawful for this man to carry his bed on the 

sabbath?   

What Scripture might we consider answering that question? 
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor 

and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD 

your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your 

daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your 

cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the 

LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and hallowed it. (Exodus 20:8-11 NKJ) 

 

`Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God 

commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but 

the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do 

no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, 

nor your female servant, nor your ox, nor your donkey, nor any of your 

cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates, that your male 

servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15 And 

remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD 

your God brought you out from there by a mighty hand and by an 

outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to 

keep the Sabbath day. (Deuteronomy 5:12-15 NKJ) 
 

Note, the command seems the same in Exodus and Deuteronomy, 

who is to keep it seems the same, but the reason for keeping it 

changes, from Creation to Redemption, and Jesus, the Son of God, will 

bring about our ultimate redemption! 

 
`Thus says the LORD: "Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden 

on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem; 22 "nor 

carry a burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day, nor do any 

work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 23 "But 

they did not obey nor incline their ear, but made their neck stiff, that 

they might not hear nor receive instruction. 24 "And it shall be, if you 

heed Me carefully," says the LORD, "to bring no burden through the 



gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to do 

no work in it, 25 "then shall enter the gates of this city kings and princes 

sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they 

and their princes, accompanied by the men of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this city shall remain forever. 26 "And they 

shall come from the cities of Judah and from the places around 

Jerusalem, from the land of Benjamin and from the lowland, from the 

mountains and from the South, bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

grain offerings and incense, bringing sacrifices of praise to the house 

of the LORD. 27 "But if you will not heed Me to hallow the Sabbath day, 

such as not carrying a burden when entering the gates of Jerusalem on 

the Sabbath day, then I will kindle a fire in its gates, and it shall devour 

the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched."'" (Jeremiah 

17:21-27 NKJ) 
 

3. Another question, was this man’s bed a burden?  Were the 

Jews right to confront him about carrying his bed on the 

sabbath? 

 

4. Half-blind?  Why do I say half-blind, what were the Jews 

missing? 

 

A. The man was cured - The Jews therefore said to him who was 

cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your 

bed." (John 5:10 NKJ) 
B. Notice the healed man gets, notices, sees what they are 

MISSING - 
11 He answered them, "He who made me well said to me, `Take up your 

bed and walk.'" Even when he tells them, they miss the part of his 
being MADE WELL, it is obvious in their reply - 
 12 Then they asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, `Take up 
your bed and walk '?" 
 (John 5:11-12 NKJ) 

C. There is no law against doing good on the Sabbath - 
Then He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 

evil, to save life or to kill?" But they kept silent. (Mark 3:4 NKJ) 

 

Then Jesus said to them, "I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the 

Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy?" (Luke 6:9 

NKJ) 

III. Jesus’ application of grace – 
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you 

have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." 

(John 5:14 NKJ) 

 

1. This man had been walking the right way, he was in the 

temple of God – 
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a 

doorkeeper in the house of my God Than dwell in the tents of 

wickedness. (Psalm 84:10 NKJ) 

 

2. Jesus commands the man to SEE what he has already seen - 
See, you have been made well. 

 
KJV John 5:14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto 
him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee. 
 
NAS John 5:14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, 

"Behold, you have become well; do not sin anymore, so that nothing 

worse may befall you." 

 

Now, it may seem Jesus is commanding this man to do what he was 

already doing, he did see and understand he had been ‘made well’ – 

 
"He who made me well said to me, `Take up your bed and walk. 

 

What Jesus is saying is: 

A. Keep seeing this, remember you have been “made well” – 

when we observe the Lord’s Supper, we are remembering 

Jesus’ making us well, saving us, dying on the cross for us! 

B. I believe also Jesus is pointing out the pure grace of this act 

to this man, he had been “made well” in spite of the fact as 

a sinner he still deserved sickness, he deserved Hell – 

 



 
 

What John Chrysostom is saying is this man was not healed (made 

well) because he had done his time, paid his debt, no, no, no he did 

NOT!  He was made well by grace!  That debt he owed for his sin was 

not thirty-eight years illness, but rather the same debt every sinner 

owes God – an eternity in Hell’s fires – 

 

Hell’s fires are the “something worse” “a worse thing” 

• Worse than losing an eye - 
  "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; 

for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than 

for your whole body to be cast into hell. (Matthew 5:29 NKJ) 

 

• Worse than thirty-eight years illness - 
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you 

have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." 

(John 5:14 NKJ) 

 

C. I believe Jesus is also saying to this man, while you are 

walking now, as You obeyed me, and as you were right to 

come to the temple, do not get SELF-CONFIDENT or 

complacent about this.  This is like what Paul says – 
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 

Corinthians 10:12 NKJ) 
 

It is necessary thinking whenever and however God blesses us; our 

sinful hearts tend to leave off praying when everything is going well! 

 

In fact, consider this man, as a healthy, now strong bodied man, he 

not only has strength to do right, walk according to Christ’s 

commands, he also has bodily, fleshly strength to do what is wrong – 
I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 

flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 

flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the 

things that you wish. (Galatians 5:16-17 NKJ) 

 

IV. What the Jews in this passage and really EVERY 

unsaved person is MISSING – 
The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made 

him well. 16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to 

kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath. 17 But 

Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I 

have been working." 18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill 

Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God 

was His Father, making Himself equal with God. 19 Then Jesus 

answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He 

does, the Son also does in like manner. (John 5:15-19 NKJ) 

 

1. Note, the man told the Jews - that it was Jesus who had made 

him well.  (John 5:15 NKJ) 
He is telling them the most important things, Jesus is the Savior, He 

healed me, He made me well!   

 

2. Yet, note how blatantly they MISS THIS – 
For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, 

because He had done these things on the Sabbath. (John 5:16 NKJ) 

 

What are they missing here? 

A. Not only that it is right to do good on the Sabbath – 
Then He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do 

evil, to save life or to kill?" But they kept silent. (Mark 3:4 NKJ) see also 

(Luke 6:9 NKJ) 



 

B. But that the Sabbath was set aside to honor God as their 

redeemer – 

And remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD 

your God brought you out from there by a mighty hand and by an 

outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you to 

keep the Sabbath day. (Deuteronomy 5:15 NKJ) 

- And here, Jesus is acting in the obvious ROLE of REDEEMER – 

- * A mighty hand brought them out of Egypt! 

- *A mighty hand made this man well who had been ill, thirty-

eight years 

 

3. But they MISS even MORE – 
But Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and 

I have been working." 18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill 

Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God 

was His Father, making Himself equal with God. 19 Then Jesus 

answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He 

does, the Son also does in like manner. (John 5:17-19 NKJ) 

 

A. What is abundantly clear here, Jesus is claiming to be the Son 

of God, and equal with God, … 

B. They get that He is claiming this – 
18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not 

only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making 

Himself equal with God. (John 5:18 NKJ) 

 

4. What they MISS is, Jesus really is the Son of God, the Savior 

and Judge of the world – 

A. He is ONE with God the Father - 
19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 

the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for 

whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. (John 5:19 NKJ) 

 

B. He is loved by the Father 
"For the Father loves the Son, (John 5:20A NKJ) 

 

 

C. He works the marvelous works which the Father shows Him - 
and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show Him 

greater works than these, that you may marvel. (John 5:20B NKJ) 
 

 

D. Including raising the dead and giving life to whom He will - 

21 "For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the 

Son gives life to whom He will. (John 5:21 NKJ) 

 

E. He, the Son is Judge - 
22 "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the 

Son, (John 5:22 NKJ) 

 

F. He should be honored not persecuted 
 23 "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who 

does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. (John 

5:23 NKJ) 

 

G. You better HEAR HIM - 
 24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in 

Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into 

judgment, but has passed from death into life. (John 5:24 NKJ) 

 

H. One day all will hear, even those who did not hear before, all 

we be judged in regard to how they HEAR, did you hear Jesus 

or did you miss Jesus? 

25 "Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 

the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will 

live. 26 "For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son 

to have life in Himself, 27 "and has given Him authority to execute 

judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 28 "Do not marvel at this; 

for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His 

voice 29 "and come forth-- those who have done good, to the 

resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 

condemnation. 30 "I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My 

judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of 

the Father who sent Me. (John 5:25-30 NKJ) 

They were not all hearing Him!  Many were MISSING ALL of THIS, they 

would not live and would be judged for it!  The worst thing is MISSING 

Jesus!  Not understanding Him!  Not knowing Him! 


