
Becoming a Mentor: King Saul’s Bad Example
(Part 7)  (November 14, 2021)  (1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV; 1 Samuel 9:1-27 KJV)

He went to look for daddy’s donkeys, became king of Israel -- but got fired

Consequences come by choices -- choices determine our walk:
● The example:  Samuel, is the human expression of the voice of God to both Saul and David
● Our example:  Do our choices become God’s expression to the worldly and others?
● Or do we want to reign over ourselves: 1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV And the LORD said unto Samuel,

Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. (8) According to all the
works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt even unto this
day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. (9)
Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew
them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.

● Refused to listen to man of God: 1 Samuel 8:19 KJV Nevertheless the people refused to obey
the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;

● God will give in: 1 Samuel 8:22 KJV And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice,
and make them a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city.

God Uses Routine Circumstances -- Circumstances of lost donkeys:
● Saul had been out looking for donkeys but ended up the king of Israel
● Samuel anointed him: 1 Samuel 10:1 KJV Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured [it] upon

his head, and kissed him, and said, [Is it] not because the LORD hath anointed thee [to be]
captain over his inheritance?

● God’s desire -- my way or the highway: 1 Samuel 8:7-9 KJV And the LORD said unto Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected
thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them. (8) . . . . . . . they have
forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. (9) Now therefore hearken unto
their voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king
that shall reign over them.

Saul From “Not Me” to “Believer” -- Our Old Testament Mentor:
● Saul goes home; tells all that happened:  I went out looking for the donkeys and I ran into

Samuel, and he told me that the donkeys are safe at home. (1 Samuel 10:14-16 KJV)
● Notice: He leaves out the calling, the depth of the circumstances, and the anointing
● When asked details (verse 10:15) he leaves out the anointing (verse 10:16)

● Samuel calls the people together (verse 10:17); warns the people (verse 10:18); gives the news:
1 Samuel 10:19 KJV And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all
your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, [Nay], but set a king over us.
Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands.

● Saul is elected by the casting of lots (verses 10:20-21); the people wanted to know where he
was (verse 10:22); they find him hiding in “among the stuff” (verse 10:22); Saul is presented to
the people (verse 10:23-25); Samuel bows out (verse 10:26-27) -- but not before all is recorded

Leadership of Saul -- the battles begin:
● Battle with Nahash the Ammonite (chapter 11); the victory party making Saul the king and

rejoicing (verse 11:15);  Samuel addresses the nation with  “God’s message” (chapter 12) and
concludes with 1 Samuel 12:24-25 KJV Only fear the LORD, and serve him in truth with all
your heart: for consider how great [things] he hath done for you. (25) But if ye shall still do
wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and your king.

● Remember Saul’s mission: 1 Samuel 9:16 KJV . . . . . he may save my people out of the hand
of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me.



Pride of “I” -- Saul’s example of how not to:
● Called to save God’s people from the Philistines and given power: 1 Samuel 11:6 KJV And the

Spirit of God came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.
● But (even after Samuel’s address) Saul began to blow his own horn: 1 Samuel 13:3 KJV And

Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that [was] in Geba, and the Philistines heard [of
it]. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, Let the Hebrews hear.

● Saul and Samuel were to meet for battle against the Philistines but Samuel “tarried seven days”
(verse 13:8); Saul ordered burnt and peace offerings “to me” (verse 13:9); Samuel arrives and
asks what’s going on (verse 13.11); Saul says in 1 Samuel 13:12 KJV Therefore said I, The
Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto the
LORD: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.

● Samuel responds -- you idiot: 1 Samuel 13:13-14 KJV And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast
done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he
commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.
(14) But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own
heart, and the LORD hath commanded him [to be] captain over his people, because thou hast
not kept [that] which the LORD commanded thee.

● Jonathan, the servant, leads to victory over the Philistines (chapter 14) but gives credit to the
Lord (verses 14:6; 10; 12); he is assisted by the armourbearer with a like faith (verse 14:7)

● The Lord delivers against the odds (verse 14:12) and 1 Samuel 14:23 KJV So the LORD saved
Israel that day: and the battle passed over unto Bethaven.

● Saul plays church (to please God):  Saul learns of the victory from a distance (verse 14:33);
builds an alter (verse 14:35); prays for guidance (verse 14:37); moves ahead without God’s
answer (verse 14:37) by vote of the people (verse 14:40); Saul, by strength, wins next battles

Second chances -- changing “I” to “the people”: 1 Samuel 15:1-3 KJV Samuel also said unto
Saul, The LORD sent me to anoint thee [to be] king over his people, over Israel: now therefore
hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the LORD. (2) Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember
[that] which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid [wait] for him in the way, when he came up from
Egypt. (3) Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but
slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.
● Who were the Amalekites: attacked Israelites of the exodus; at Hormah; banded with the

Moabites (Judges 3:13) and the Midianites (Judges 6:3) to wage war on the Israelites; last
mention is found in the book of Esther where Haman the Agagite tried to annihilate Israel

● Samuel does not follow God’s instructions: Lets Kenites go (verse 14:6); took Agag alive (verse
15:8); took best of animals (verse 15:9); but won the battle

● Saul self-justified to find something good in what God declared bad -- God’s plan is supreme

Win the battle, lose the war: Galatians 1:10 KJV For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I
seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.
● God reaches out to Samuel “the human expression of the voice of God to both Saul and David”
● God is disappointed and Samuel feels the pain (verse 15:11); Samuel meets Saul (verse 15:12);

Saul brags of his victory (verse 15:13); Samuel says “what meaneth then this bleeding of sheep”
(verse 15:14); Saul self-justifies (verse 15:15); says “the people took of the spoil” (verse 15:21)

● Samuel responds “Behold, to obey [is] better than sacrifice, [and] to hearken than the fat of
rams (verse 15:22); Saul repents blaming the people “because I feared the people, and obeyed
their voice” (verse 15:24)

You’re fired: 1 Samuel 15:26 KJV And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou
hast rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.

Like salvation - second chances include forgiveness & opportunity
Application is the key


