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Message #22                         Job 20:1-29 

 

Back in the 70’s, Mary worked for Pizza Hut.  She would get a free pizza every day so 

sometimes I would go in and eat and the manager would come over and sit with me.  One day he 

told me that someone was stealing money and he asked me to keep my eyes open to see if I saw 

anything suspicious.  So I began to watch and it did appear to me that one young man was 

spending an unusual amount of time at the cash register.  So I told the manager that I did not see 

this guy take anything, but I did notice he was always in the vicinity of the cash register and the 

manager eventually fired the man and told me he was the problem.  A few weeks later, I picked 

up the newspaper and read that the manager had been arrested for stealing huge sums of money 

from Pizza Hut.  Last I knew he was serving time in prison.  What struck me about this is that he 

was the one talking about someone stealing and he was the one doing the stealing.   

 

Many commentators believe that these friends of Job are accusing Job of what they themselves 

are guilty.  Remember the old saying if you point your finger at someone else, you have three 

pointing back at you. 

 

In Job 20, we come to the   final   speech of Zophar the Naamathite.  In this speech, he 

accuses Job of being a ruthless, evil, money hungry materialist who has bilked poor people out  

of their money.  This was his explanation for what was happening to Job.  God was punishing 

Job for oppressing the poor.  There is no hint of discussion about a God who would or could 

forgive Job if he would repent; there is just the invention of a story about Job’s suffering  

because of all the evil he had done to the poor.  It is possible that Zophar was the man guilty  

of oppressing the poor and in his own guilt, he accuses Job.  What we do know is this: 

 

WHEN   SATAN   IS CAUSING A PERSON TO SPEAK AGAINST ONE FAITHFUL,  

HE WILL EMOTIONALLY SAY THINGS THAT SEEM LOGICAL, BUT AREN’T 

FACTUAL, FOR WHICH GOD WILL HOLD HIM HIGHLY ACCOUNTABLE. 
 

I thank God that He keeps the record of who is right and who is wrong.  Job was outnumbered.  

Job would try to tell the truth and offer a defense and then someone else would jump in and 

attack him.  In and of himself, he didn’t stand a chance; but God was on his side and God will 

eventually come to his rescue. 

 

Now this chapter is a masterpiece of verbal evil.  Zophar uses bits and pieces of true principles  

to make untrue allegations against Job.  Zophar is very strong in his convictions, very strong 

in his emotions and very strong in his reason, but he is also very   wrong   before God in 

everything he says. 

 

VERBAL ASSAULT #1 – Zophar   defends   his right to speak to Job.  20:1-3 

 

Zophar acts so moved and so hurt by what Job has said.  Zophar had been agitated by the defense 

Job gave and he has been reproved and insulted, and because of his great level of understanding, 

he now must speak.  
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Notice in verse 2, Zophar says, “I am a reflective kind of man but I must respond because you 

have agitated me.”  Not one word about the fact that they are making false allegations against 

Job. 

 

Now according to verse 3, Zophar was under some form of conviction concerning the things Job 

has said.  One question I have is this–who is convicting or reproving Zophar?  It is quite obvious 

that Zophar has been convicted by God.  

 

Keep in mind that Job said that there would come a day of judgment against these guys (19:29) 

and instead of Zophar repenting and saying I had better shut my mouth, he goes on an offensive 

attack against Job.  He feels that he must answer. 

 

Let this be a lesson to all of us–one who is being convicted by God may go on an all out verbal 

assault against the one God is using to bring about the conviction.  When you present truth to 

someone, if it convicts the person, he may verbally attack you.  People who speak the truth for 

God don’t win too many popularity contests.   

 

Think about this–Job has lost everything and Zophar is talking about his emotional agitation. 

Zophar only thinks of himself and how he must defend himself. 

 

VERBAL ASSAULT #2 – Zophar verbally insults and   accuses   Job.  20:4-28 

 

Zophar begins verses 4-5 by telling Job there is a principle as old as man and that principle is the 

triumph of the wicked is short-lived and any happiness for one wicked is only brief.   

 

Zophar’s point is that Job did have a few triumphs in life and he did have a little happiness, but 

now it was all gone because he was so wicked.  In other words, all of the negatives and setbacks 

had happened to Job because he was so sinful. 

 

But in all reality, the truth of the matter is Job was suffering because he was the most righteous 

man on the earth (Job 1:8; 2:3).  So Zophar seems to be emotional, logical and even to a point 

biblical, but he is totally diabolical because his accusations are coming from Satan in an attempt 

to get Job to curse God. 

 

There are fifteen accusations Zophar makes against Job. 

 

Accusation #1 - Job was once a   lofty   and exalted man.  20:6 

 

This is absolutely true.  Job had been a man who was once highly esteemed.  He had been 

esteemed by his family, friends, employees and community.  Zophar says Job’s loftiness reached 

the heavens and his head touched the clouds.  Truth is, in God’s estimation, Job was still a lofty 

and exalted man.  Truth is, from God’s perspective, Job was taller than any of them; but at this 

point, Job didn’t know that and neither did they. 
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Accusation #2 - Job was a   worthless   man who would perish forever.  20:7 

 

Job is compared in this verse to manure.  In Zophar’s mind, Job wasn’t even worth manure and 

would be gone just as quick as manure is gone, and people who had once seen him in all his 

glory would wonder where he went. 

 

Accusation #3 - Job is a man who will soon be swiftly   gone  .  20:8-9 

 

Zophar tells Job he will fly away like a dream, like a vision.  When we have a dream, we 

struggle to remember it.  Zophar says Job will be gone and no one will even remember he was 

here.  Of course, the truth is Job is one of the most recognized names and stories in the world 

even to this day.  If you ask most people today who was Job, many can answer you.  But if you 

ask people today who were Zophar, Bildad and Eliphaz, not many would have any idea.   

 

Accusation #4 - Job’s own sons will make   right   all the wrong he has done as soon as he is  

                             gone.  20:10 

 

Now this is intriguing because at this time all of Job’s children were dead and Job was not in any 

physical condition to produce more.  Furthermore, these men have been threatening that Job’s 

memory and posterity would be gone.   

 

Here, however, Zophar makes a prophetic assumption that Job will again have children and his 

children will make right the wrong he has done–namely favor the poor, which is something they 

are accusing Job of not doing. 

 

Job’s children are dead, yet Zophar wants to so hurt Job that he claims if he has children they 

will be against him.  This is an accusation designed to crush this man.  This is an accusation from 

hell. 

 

Zophar had actually convinced himself that Job did not help poor people, which is absolutely 

ridiculous. 

 

Awhile back, someone made a false allegation about our ministry here and said they only help 

people who are members of their church.  Well certainly this is a priority we do have; however, 

the fact is we have helped many people who are not members of our church. 

 

Accusation #5 - Job would die a relatively   young   man.  20:11 

 

Zophar really believes what he is saying and he has an audience who also believes what he is 

saying, but what he is saying is not true. 

 

Look at the last verse of the book of Job–“And Job died, an old man and full of days” (42:17). 
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Zophar, who claims to have “understanding” (20:3), is just making this stuff up as he goes.  He 

is inventing a series of accusations, none of which are true.  He is just shooting off his mouth and 

people are listening to him and believing lies just like in the world of politics. 
 

Accusation #6 - Job had oppressed the   poor  , therefore God will destroy him.  20:12-19 
 

Zophar says, Job is good with words, he can hide evil venom with his speech (20:12-13).  He 

knows how to say just the right thing, but deep inside is the venom of a cobra.  He is really out 

for wealth and materialism.  He is not thankful for what he has (20:17).  He is always out for 

more and more.  He cannot enjoy what he has (20:18) and he takes from the poor to give himself 

more (20:19).  The truth is, Job helped poor people and was very generous to those in need. 
 

Now keep this in mind; Zophar is making this allegation against the man God says is the most 

righteous man on this earth.   
 

Accusation #7 - Job was never   internally   content.  20:20 
 

The allegation here is that Job has never been at peace with himself.  In other words, Job has 

never really been quiet within himself.  He has been a fraud.  He has always been in constant 

turmoil within.  Now how in the world would Zophar or any other man know whether or not Job 

was in turmoil within? 
 

Accusation #8 - Job has devoured everything from everyone and that is why he has   lost   

                              everything.  20:21 
 

Zophar is accusing Job of bilking people out of their possessions and says this is the reason God 

has taken the prosperity away from him. 
 

Accusation #9 - Job will see every person he has ever   wronged   come against him.  20:22 
 

This is a very interesting verse because it alludes to the fact that Job could have prosperity again, 

but he would not be able to enjoy it because all who know him would come against him.  The 

truth is all who had wronged Job would come and apologize to Job. 
 

Accusation #10 - Job will never even be able to enjoy a meal because of the   judgment   of God.   

                                20:23 
 

Zophar says that God’s hand is so against Job that he could not even enjoy a meal.  No matter 

what Job did, God would pour out his wrath in the middle of everything. 
 

Accusation #11 - Job will never be able to escape the ferocious   judgment   of God even though  

                                he will try.  20:24-25 

 

Zophar says that Job may try to run from his troubles, but God’s bow was drawn against him and 

God would fire his terrifying arrows against Job and strike him down. 
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Accusation #12 - Job is destined for total darkness and   fire  .  20:26 

 

Zophar predicts Job is destined for hell.  God will consume everything connected to Job and pour 

out His wrath on him. 

 

Accusation #13 - Job will have all of heaven and all of earth against him because of his   sin  .   

                               20:27 

 

Zophar does not see any chance for Job to be saved.  There is no chance of repentance.  Job has 

sinned against God and all heaven and earth were against him 

 

Accusation #14 - Job will lose   everything   in the day of God’s anger.  20:28 

 

Think of this.  All of these men assume that Job is experiencing the ferocious judgment of God 

and they make predictions that try to make it worse than it already is. 

 

When people are being led by Satan, they will say things that are not true.  They will not 

encourage or comfort or uplift.  They will verbally run you down and just babble and ramble and 

say things when they don’t have a clue to what is happening. 

 

Accusation #15 - Job is a wicked man and these are the things   God   has decreed for him.   

                               20:29 

 

Remember, Zophar claims he has “the spirit of understanding” (20:3).   This man claims he loves 

God and knows God.  This man claims he knows God’s Word and will.  This man claims to be 

Job’s friend, but this man is a tool of Satan. 

 

The accuser of the brethren is Satan and Satan uses Zophar-types to accuse his faithful servants. 

 

The reason why God puts these conversations in His Word is because he wants us to realize 

these kinds of things still happen.  When you are right with God, there will be those who will be 

moved by Satan to verbally attack you.  These people will claim they really know what they are 

talking about; they will claim they really love God and know God’s Word and will.  They will 

claim that they are telling you things because they really care about you.  But the fact is, they are 

there as a satanic agent to try to get you to give up your commitment to truth, to God and His 

Word. 

 

What we need to do is to ignore people.  We need to stay faithful to God and wait on God.  We 

need to wait for His vindication.  Vengeance is God’s and He will repay. 

 

It seems to me that Satan will try to accuse you in a couple of ways: 

1) He will try to accuse you of things you haven’t really done. 

2) He will try to convince you that your sin can’t really be forgiven. 


