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Justin Martyr (around155) 

Writing to the Roman Emperor Antonius Pius: 

“Hence are we called atheists. And we confess that we are 
atheists, so far as gods of this sort are concerned, but not with 
respect to the most true God, the Father of righteousness and 
temperance and the other virtues, who is free from all impurity. 
But both Him, and the Son (who came forth from Him and 
taught us these things …), and the prophetic Spirit, we worship 
and adore, knowing them in reason and truth, and declaring 
without grudging to every one who wishes to learn, as we have 
been taught.” (First Apology, 6) 



Irenaeus (around190) 

“The Church, though dispersed through our the whole world, even to the ends of the 
earth, has received from the apostles and their disciples this faith: [She believes] in one 
God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that 
are in them; and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who became incarnate for our 
salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who proclaimed through the prophets the dispensations 
of God, and the advents, and the birth from a virgin, and the passion, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the ascension into heaven in the flesh of the beloved 
Christ Jesus, our Lord, and His [future] manifestation from heaven in the glory of the 
Father ‘to gather all things in one,’ and to raise up anew all flesh of the whole human 
race, in order that to Christ Jesus, our Lord, and God, and Saviour, and King, according 
to the will of the invisible Father, ‘every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should confess’ to 
Him…” (Against Heresies, 1.10.1) 



Tertullian (around 200) 

“We, however, as we indeed always have done (and more especially since we have 
been better instructed by the Paraclete, who leads men indeed into all truth), believe 
that there is one only God, … that this one only God has also a Son, His Word, who 
proceeded from Himself, by whom all things were made, and without whom nothing was 
made. Him we believe to have been sent by the Father into the Virgin, and to have 
been born of her— being both Man and God, the Son of Man and the Son of God, 
and to have been called by the name of Jesus Christ; we believe Him to have suffered, 
died, and been buried, according to the Scriptures, and, after He had been raised 
again by the Father and taken back to heaven, to be sitting at the right hand of the 
Father, and that He will come to judge the quick and the dead; who sent also from 
heaven from the Father, according to His own promise, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, the 
sanctifier of the faith of those who believe in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy 
Spirit.” (Against Praxeus, chapter 2) 



Tertullian (around 200) 

“… this heresy [of Praxeus], which supposes itself to possess the pure truth, in 
thinking that one cannot believe in One Only God in any other way than by 
saying that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are the very selfsame 
Person. As if in this way also one were not All, in that All are of One, by unity 
(that is) of substance; while the mystery of the dispensation is still guarded, 
which distributes the Unity into a Trinity [unitatem in trinitatem], placing in their 
order the three Persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: three, 
however, not in condition, but in degree; not in substance, but in form; not in 
power, but in aspect; yet of one substance, and of one condition, and of one 
power, inasmuch as He is one God, from whom these degrees and forms and 
aspects are reckoned, under the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. How they are susceptible of number without division, will be 
shown as our treatise proceeds.” (Against Praxeus, chapter 2) 



The Old Roman Creed (probably 2nd century) 

I believe in God the Father almighty; 

and in Christ Jesus His only Son, our Lord, 

Who was born from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

Who under Pontius Pilate was crucified and buried, 

on the third day rose again from the dead, ascended to heaven, sits at the 
right hand of the Father, 

whence He will come to judge the living and the dead; 

and in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Church, the remission of sins, the resurrection of the flesh 

(the life everlasting) [in Greek, but not in Latin]. 



Apostles’ Creed 

1. I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

2. And in Jesus Christ His only Son our 
Lord; 

3. who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

4. suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. 

5. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. 

 

6. He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; 

7. from thence He shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. 

8. I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

9. the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, 

10. the forgiveness of sins, 

11. the resurrection of the body, 

12. and the life everlasting. 



Nicene Creed 
First Council of Nicea (325) First Council of Constantinople (381) 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and 

invisible. 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, the only-

begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God, Light of Light, very 

God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by 

whom all things were made both in heaven and on earth; who for us men, and for 

our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; he suffered, and 

the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 

before all worlds, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us 

men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 

Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 

he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, and the 

third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 

and sits on the right hand of the Father; from thence he shall come again, with 

glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And in the Holy Ghost. And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 

by the prophets. 

[Appended anathema: But those who say: 'There was a time when he was not;' and 

'He was not before he was made;' and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He is of 

another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The Son of God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 

'alterable' — they are condemned by the holy catholic and apostolic Church.] 

In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we acknowledge one baptism for the 

remission of sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 



From the Athanasian Creed (about 500) 

This is what the catholic faith teaches: we worship one God in the Trinity and the Trinity in unity. 

We distinguish among the persons, but we do not divide the substance. 

For the Father is a distinct person; the Son is a distinct person; and the Holy Spirit is a distinct person. 

Still the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit have one divinity, equal glory, and coeternal majesty. 

What the Father is, the Son is, and the Holy Spirit is. 

The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, and the Holy Spirit is uncreated. 

The Father is boundless, the Son is boundless, and the Holy Spirit is boundless. 

The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, and the Holy Spirit is eternal. 

Nevertheless, there are not three eternal beings, but one eternal being. 

Thus there are not three uncreated beings, nor three boundless beings, but one uncreated being and one 

boundless being. 



From the Athanasian Creed (about 500) 

Likewise, the Father is omnipotent, the Son is omnipotent, and the Holy Spirit is omnipotent. 

Yet there are not three omnipotent beings, but one omnipotent being. 

Thus the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. 

But there are not three gods, but one God. 

The Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, and the Holy Spirit is Lord. 

There as not three lords, but one Lord. 

For according to Christian truth, we must profess that each of the persons individually is God; and according to 

Christian religion we are forbidden to say that there are three gods or lords. 

The Father is not made by anyone, nor created by anyone, nor generated by anyone. 

The Son is not made nor created, but he is generated by the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is not made nor created nor generated, but proceeds from the Father and the Son. 



From the Athanasian Creed (about 500) 

There is, then, one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, but not three sons; one Holy Spirit, not three holy spirits. 

In this Trinity, there is nothing greater, nothing less than anything else. 

But the entire three persons are coeternal and coequal with one another. 

So that, as we have said, we worship complete unity in the Trinity and the Trinity in unity. 

This, then, is what he who wishes to be saved must believe about the Trinity. 


