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So tonight I thought it would be fitting from the book of 1 Samuel to address a subject 
matter that may seem ridiculous to you but it's not so much: what would a world look like
without the Bible? And so I would encourage you to turn to 1 Samuel, we're gonna look 
in chapters 6 through 8 primarily and I want us to look at what occurred thousands of 
years ago and learn some lessons. What would our world look like if we didn't have 
Bibles in hotel, you know, dressers? What would our world look like if we were not 
allowed to possess them in our homes? What would our world look like if all of the 
influence of the Scriptures that you and I primarily are very familiar with, what if it just 
evaporated from our world? What would it look like?

Now as we walk through 1 Samuel tonight, this may seem like something that is 
incredibly far-fetched but I want us to start tonight in chapter 3 of the book of 1 Samuel 
and we're gonna spend the majority of our time in chapters 6 through 8 because one of 
the questions we've got to ask is this: what is the risk? What is the risk that you and I 
could actually live in a world in this context that is absent from and void of the 
Scriptures? 

You know, this morning hopefully you were a part of our worship service as we studied 
the great battle in 1 Samuel 4 that went sideways for the Israelites. We're gonna begin the
journey tonight of the ark of the covenant not only going to five different Philistine towns
and the destruction that lies therein, but its return to the Israelite people. And you may 
wonder to yourself, "How did they get so off-base? How did the Israelites who had 
everything going for them so well, how did it turn out so bad?" I want you to notice 1 
Samuel 3. This is the chapter where Samuel is the home of Eli, remember the famous 
story where he hears the voice in the night and he thinks Eli's speaking to him, and after 
the third time Eli says, "Next time say, 'Lord, here am I"? I want you to hear how this 
story begins in verse 1. It's just one of those verses in the Bible that at least personally 
just kind of leaps off the page. It says,

1 And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the 
word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision.
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One of the reasons that the Israelites went down the road they went is because of that 
verse. Can you imagine living in a world without a Bible? Imagine living in a world 
where we don't have the ability to turn to John 3 and read verse 16 and 17. Imagine a 
world where we cannot go to the answers of life with chapter and verse. That is the world
that Samuel was growing up in.

Now lest you think that's not far-fetched, you must not be an advocate of what we call 
dystopian literature. I know that's a big fancy word. It's basically literature that paints a 
very bleak picture of the future. Probably the classic example that we're most familiar 
with is George Orwell's "1984," and when it paints these pictures of a society gone 
sideways, chaos as the norm. But one of my favorite pieces of dystopian literature is a 
book entitled "Fahrenheit 451" by Ray Bradbury. Now I had an English teacher as a 
young child who forced me to read it but then as an adult I have reread it many times on 
my own will and volition because of the lessons therein. Here's why it is so critical, that 
as many of these dystopian literature pieces do, there are those entities that want to have 
total control, that do their best to eradicate humanity of information, in particular books, 
and in "Fahrenheit 451," do you know that the key, I guess, artifact, the one thing that 
was protected by all measure, you've got it, was a copy of the Bible. 

You and I live today in a world where many countries, it is illegal to possess a Bible, 
much less to read it out loud. Lest you think that's just a story from the other side or lest 
you think that's just something that is fictionally based, even your own Bible says there 
was a time in Israel's history where there was no open vision. There was a time where 
they did not have access to the words of God. And so there is a risk, if it happened in 
their lives then it is potential that it can happen in ours.

So what would our world look like if the Bible were to vanish from our society? This is 
where we go back into chapter 6. First off is we've got the risk, the second is this, that 
humanity would respond in a very particular way. Chapter 6, the Philistines have what we
know as the ark of the covenant. They realize that they are not authorized to have it. They
realize that its power is beyond them and so they decide to return it to the Israelites. I 
want you to notice in verse 7 of chapter 6 what they determine. Now these are the 
Philistines doing this. It says, 

7 Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milch kine, on which there
hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves 
home from them: 8 And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the 
cart; and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a trespass 
offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and send it away, that it may go. 

Now if you've done any study of the ark of the covenant, there is nothing in those two 
verses about how it was supposed to be transported and understand that even in the New 
Testament the Apostle Paul says that God winks at our ignorance. But the reason that's 
important is how did a lost world respond when they wanted to reach out to the Lord but 
had no instructions? They made up the rules as they went. Do you know how dangerous 
it is to live in a culture without objective truth? You know how dangerous it is to live in a
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world that has no rules and the only rule is that there are no rules? Well, you and I are 
quickly morphing into a culture that is eerily similar to that but what happened in the 
Philistines' life is they said, "Well, we'll just do it the way that we think it should be best."
You know, the problem with that is it determines who's in the right seat to determine who
knows best and so what will happen in a world void of Scripture is that humanity will 
respond by doing it the way that they seem best. Now here's the issue with that. When's 
the last time humanity made the right decisions consistently? We didn't even get it right 
in the garden of Eden, how are we gonna get it right today? And so the response is 
always different, always contrary to the way that God would have and has declared it 
should be done.

So what's the result? What happens when humanity responds erroneously to the person 
and things of God? As you fast forward in the story, we get to verse 19. The ark of the 
covenant has been returned to the Israelites. It's been through five major cities of the 
Philistines. Those that lived in those cities fell victim to some very, shall we say, 
descriptive diseases, if you read through 1 Samuel, and they are repentant, shall we say, 
of suffering through those. They return and the Israelites receive the ark of the covenant. 
These are the same people who allowed it to be taken captive. These are the same people 
who according to chapter 5 and 6, you see no reconnaissance effort. Have you ever 
thought of that? You don't see anybody go on mission to get it back, they just kind of 
wait for it to show back up. When you get to verse 19 of chapter 6, those men who take 
the ark, it says,

19 And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they had looked into 
the ark of the LORD, even he smote of the people fifty thousand and 
threescore and ten men: and the people lamented, because the LORD had 
smitten many of the people with a great slaughter.

If you want a visual of this verse, just go watch the last scene of the original "Raiders of 
the Lost Ark." Remember that scene where they open it up and all the faces? Yes, that 
scene there. Steven Spielberg took that scene from this passage where they looked upon 
and death and destruction ensued.

Now as I read that verse, many of you may have noticed as you read it, there may have 
been a different number than 50,000+ and oftentimes we have study Bibles that claim 
there's no way that that many people could have actually died, and they come up with all 
of these academic excuses. However, allow me to push back on all those academic 
excuses. The Israelites knew better. They had received instruction. They lost 3,000 
people on one day, they lose 30,000 the next, they finally get the ark of the covenant 
back, they don't handle it properly, they do what God told them specifically not to do, do 
you think God's gonna go, "Okay, then a few of you are gonna fall into..."? No. 50,000 
people. It is so destructive that according to chapter 7, they put it in storage, Steven 
Spielberg, for 20 years. It was so powerful and so destructive.

You see, that's the result when we respond erroneously to the things of God, it always 
ends up in death every single time, the death of our lives, the death of our soul, the death 
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of our culture is what will be produced. You see, we have the same risk that they do. If 
we allow the Bible to vanish from our culture, what will happen? We will respond by 
making up our own rules. What will the results be? Death. If you don't believe this to be 
true, then just look at how our current culture responds to our world apart from the things 
of God. It doesn't matter what the supposed intent of the culture is. You notice it always 
produces death, right? Every single time. The only person, the only thing that produces 
life is Jesus Christ, "I am the way, the truth and the life." The enemy comes to steal, kill 
and destroy, and so we have a culture of death that is apart from the things of Christ. 
What's interesting in our culture is we have proponents of death telling other proponents 
of death how they should propose death and yet the only ones who promote life are the 
Christians and somehow we're the bad ones. Somehow we've been labeled as the evil 
ones and we're the ones championing life, God forbid. We're the ones who are fighting 
for life and we're told that we're the evil ones. It reminds me of Isaiah 5, he says, "Woe 
unto them who call evil good and good evil," call up down and down up. What would the
results be apart from the word of God? It will be a culture of death like we've never seen 
before.

We work into chapter 7. The ark of the covenant goes into storage for 20 years and we 
see what will happen next. We see a replacement. You see, when you do not have the 
words of God, when you do not have the instructions of God, you're always going to 
replace it with something to venerate. In chapter 7 beginning in verse 2 it says,

2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim, that the time 
was long; for it was twenty years: and all the house of Israel lamented 
after the LORD. 3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, 
If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the 
strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto
the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of 
the Philistines. 4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and 
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only. 

Verse 4 sounds good, doesn't it? There was a revival that took place but for 20 years they 
served Baalim. While the ark was in that "safe place," they worshiped Ashtaroth. In other
words, as soon as you remove the presence of God, we will automatically fill it with 
something else. One great theologian of years gone by said inside of each and every one 
of us is a God-shaped vacuum that only God can fill. But what do we as humanity do? 
We always try to fill it with something, do we not? And so what happens is if the word of
God becomes void in our culture, we will replace it with an idol whether it is 
Nebuchadnezzar and his statue made of gold, whether it is the Baal worshipers and their 
chanting and their cutting, or may it be any other item. There's always a replacement. We 
will venerate, we will become subject to something and if it is not Scripture, 
unfortunately it will be replaced by that which advocates and encourages a culture of 
death.

Last but not least, if we allow Scripture to become void in our lives, void in our culture, 
void in our society, not only do we have this replacement of idolatry, not only do we have
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a culture of death, not only will we have chaos amassing in our culture, but last but not 
least we will repeat the mistakes of the past. You see, we're not the first culture to face 
this. We're not the first people to question this. In fact, if you turn to chapter 8, one of the 
chapters in the Bible that is so sad because the people of God could have had it so good. 
You see, in chapter 8 we discover that Samuel's sons went the way of Eli's sons. They 
went after filthy lucre, their financial gain and other means, and you get into verse 5 of 
chapter 8 and it says, 

5 And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy 
ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.

Do you know what's frightening about that verse? It's that the Israelites looked at the 
Philistines who didn't have the Scriptures, they had chaos at its best, a culture of death 
and destruction and said, "We want to be just like them." And Samuel warned them. He 
said, "You don't want to go down that route. It will not work out the way you hope." In 
fact, we fast forward to verse 7 and it says,

7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people 
in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me, that I should not reign over them.

Verse 11, 

11 And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over 
you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots,
and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots.

He goes on to say he will take their daughters, he will take their finances, he will take a 
tenth of everything, in other words, you will be complete subjects to his every whim. 

The most frightening thing about this chapter is verse 19. It says,

19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they 
said, Nay; but we will have a king over us; 20 That we also may be like all
the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and 
fight our battles.

The Israelites didn't want to come under subject to the things of God, the word of God 
and the person of God, they said, "We want to be just like everybody else." What did they
end up doing? They repeated the mistakes of those who they so admonished in their lives.

You and I today have many great benefits in our culture but do you know one of the 
greatest benefits is being able to look back and read and study history and we have seen 
cultures who had access to the Scriptures, and we've had cultures that have taken those 
Scriptures and gone by the wayside and said, "No, we would rather be like the world." 
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Allow me to give you two very simple examples. The first one is the Greek culture. Now 
I understand there's still a country of Greece. I understand that there is still a culture, so to
speak, but there's a reason in our culture we say, "That's Greek to me," because we don't 
speak it anymore. But you realize that your New Testament was originally penned in the 
Greek language. Why? Because it was given to us in the language of the people, it was 
given to us in the language of the land, but you go back and you study the Greek culture 
and do you know what they did? They abandoned the Scriptures. They did what was right
in every man's eyes. They ensued chaos, death and destruction.

Then we get to what you and I know as the Roman culture. Those were the ones who 
were actually in power when Jesus and the apostles were walking the dirt. We discover in
those early days not only did we have the Old Testament in Hebrew, the New Testament 
in Greek, but they began to populate and propagate the Scriptures. You go back and look 
at those early churches of 2,000 years ago, all of them, they're listed in the book of 
Revelation wherein what we know as Roman territories but what did they decide? They 
decided to abandon the Scriptures and do just like the Greeks did. They decided to have 
chaos, death and destruction.

You know, the Greeks and the Romans have two really well-known things in common. 
Anything you want to know about them is found in monuments. Have you thought about 
that? It's all what it used to be and what most people don't realize is humanity's been there
and done that and we've paid the price for it, and yet we live in a culture today that the 
mainstream culture says, "We really don't need that Bible anymore. We don't need it for 
education. We don't need it for philosophy. We don't need it for science. We don't need it 
for this. We don't need it for that." And what has ensued? Chaos has begun to take over 
the land. Death and destruction has begun to take over the land. And idols, my friends, 
are being built right now.

Guess what the next stage is? The next stage is we'll become like everybody else. Do you 
know how many other people there are that have made this book illegal? That have said, 
"We want to reject everything that is in it"? You know, Reggie quoted the verse, John 
3:16, Jesus made it very clear that he came to give us life. These are the words of life by 
the giver of life and in our personal lives and in our culture, we cannot afford for it to 
vanish from our culture. We need this book more than ever.

Do you know what frightened me about the presentation a while ago, and then we're 
about to go to our time of response? 2.5 billion, is that right, Reggie? 2.5 billion copies of
the word of God. That's still not enough for every person on planet earth. That's 1/3 of the
earth's population. Over 100 years and who knows how many resources and how 
200,000+ currently out there in the motels and everywhere, and yet we still have more 
people than not that do not have access to the word of God so why would we expect 
anything but chaos, death and destruction? The only thing that brings life and the only 
thing that brings order is the Lord himself and so when we have his word in our hearts, 
when we have his word in our lives, when we have his word in our culture, we have life. 
If we don't, we get death.
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Before we think, "Ah, it'll never happen to us," that's probably what they thought in the 
first couple centuries in Rome too, it's probably what they thought thousands of years ago
in Greece as well, unfortunately in our culture we think that and if we keep thinking that, 
we might just get it. I don't want to see the days of Ray Bradbury's piece where we 
literally are giving our lives for a copy of the word of God, but if we don't stand for it and
live for it now, that's where we'll end up one day and per how we started this service, 
that's not the world I want to pass on to the next generation.
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