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Turn to Daniel 9 and I want to read the final section of the chapter once more. Daniel 9, 
so let's open our Bibles here and once again read these verses beginning in verse 20 down
to the close of the chapter. Daniel 9:20, reading to the end of the chapter. I pray that the 
Lord will give help to your own heart, to your own soul, as we come to these verses and 
we are focusing today in upon the final part of this chapter, the last verses especially, and 
so we want to look to the Lord for help and for grace as we come to these particular 
verses. So let's read the word of God and then we will bow in prayer.

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the
sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD 
my God for the holy mountain of my God; 21 Yea, whiles I was speaking 
in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the 
evening oblation. 22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O
Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 23 At 
the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am
come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the 
matter, and consider the vision. 24 Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 
anoint the most Holy. 25 Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: 
the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26 
And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the 
covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and 
that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

Page 1 of 13

http://www.sermonaudio.com/ballymena


And may God write his word upon all of our hearts and bless it to us for his own glory. 
Let us bow in prayer and let's just again look to the Lord.

Father, we come before thee and we pray that thou wilt abide with us now in the time 
that we have before us as we look at the word, we consider it together, we dwell upon 
this marvelous revelation that was given through Gabriel to thy servant Daniel so long 
ago. And we rejoice that thy word is preserved for us, that we have it in our hands and 
are able to read it and study it and draw from it vital Gospel lessons, spiritual truths for 
our own minds. And we pray for the help of God. O Lord, breathe on us now. Bless us, 
we pray, from thine own power and tabernacle with us. Speak to every heart, arrest our 
attention, give us minds to see and to understand. Draw alongside of us even this day as 
we wait upon our God. For we pray all this in Jesus' name and for his sake and for his 
glory. Amen.

It is vital to keep in mind that the content of these verses was given to Daniel in answer to
prayer. Upon coming to an understanding of Scripture, the aged prophet set himself to 
pray. The understanding he gained had to do with his own people and the status of the 
nation at the time he set himself to pray. He had discovered that the captivity under which
Israel had languished for 70 years was about to end. The Lord had revealed to Jeremiah 
before that captivity ever came that his people would be held in Babylon for those 70 
years, and so as Daniel reads the writings of Jeremiah, not that this was perhaps the very 
first time he had ever read them, I would say that is not the case, but as he read them 
again, let's put it that way, he saw that the time predicted was about to come to a close 
and so he went to prayer and he laid hold upon God for the fulfillment of his promise 
because remember that the promises of God are given to us to incite us to pray, to 
encourage us to pray, not as an excuse for laziness or slothfulness but to move us to pray. 

So Daniel gets down to prayer and very soon the return from Babylon to Jerusalem 
commenced. Daniel, however, sought God for more than what is revealed here about the 
end of the captivity or the promised conclusion of the captivity. He looked for the Lord to
grant better times to his people, to the land, and to the holy city. His prayer is full of pleas
like that. For example, you will find in verse 17 a tremendous plea among many 
tremendous pleas but in verse 17 he prays, "cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary 
that is desolate, for the Lord's sake." So Daniel looks for seasons of fresh blessing upon 
the cause of God. The sanctuary is desolate, as he puts it in that plea. It lay in ruins, he is 
referring to the temple, he is referring to the place of worship. It had been destroyed all 
those 70 years before. It is lying in ruins, it is lying in dust, but so also was the cause that 
it represented in desolation, the cause of truth, the cause of the Gospel. Remember that 
the whole cause of God in the Gospel was focused in those times on Jerusalem, on the 
Jewish people, and what God had revealed to them already in what he was doing with 
them, it all revolved around that nation and that people and, indeed, that very city of 
Jerusalem itself. 

So Daniel seeks for the reviving and the restoration of that cause of God and so that's 
what his prayer is about, "cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate." It 
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wasn't merely the physical return to Jerusalem and all that that return would entail that he
has in mind, he's looking for the Lord to shine forth upon his cause, upon his people, and 
indeed upon the city of Jerusalem, yes, and bring about a great reviving, a great restoring 
of things there in answer to prayer. In answer to Daniel's earnest pleas, Gabriel was then 
sent with this message that we have been looking at for a week or two. He comes to bring
clarity to the man of God. I underlined that last week. I showed you what verse 22 really 
means where he says, "come forth to give thee skill and understanding." Gabriel didn't 
come to confuse Daniel, he didn't come to leave him in bewilderment, he didn't come to 
leave him not understanding what he received. The angel says, "I have come to give you 
insights," what the word means, "and understanding," fresh intelligence on these matters. 

So that was the theme of my message last week and the theme of the approach that I took 
to these verses. Daniel was given clarity by Gabriel with regard to time and truth. Daniel 
was shown by Gabriel that a period of what is termed here 70 weeks, symbolizing 490 
years, was about to set in upon Israel. He is shown that during that period certain events 
were going to take place such as the restoration and the rebuilding of Jerusalem, but also, 
Gabriel showed Daniel that in the course of the 70 weeks there was going to be the death 
of the promised Messiah. 

Now, what Gabriel showed Daniel with regard to these matters was not in some 
haphazard manner, rather the revelation given was presented with regards to three 
segments or divisions in relation to the 70 weeks, the times that lay ahead. During the 
first of those weeks, that is seven of them, remember that each week represents seven 
years, and so during the seven weeks or 49 years, Jerusalem is going to be rebuilt and is 
going to be restored. Now there is no doubt about that. I haven't time today, I'm not going
to take time either any point in this study to go into all the intricate details of how you 
can go to Nehemiah and Ezra and actually see in those books that the 49 years coming 
out that are represented by the seven weeks when all of this restoration took place. But 
then after the seven weeks or the 49 years, another segment of 62 weeks or 434 years 
would follow on bringing events to the days of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
his death on the cross. Then Gabriel spoke of a third segment of time, namely the last 
week, the 70th week or another seven years.

Now with regard to these 70 weeks, I want again just to say and I say it at this point: 
there is, you might well say, a plethora, a whole array of opinions by various 
commentators on what these 70 weeks are all about, especially the last week, and of 
course, it all depends on a man's view of biblical prophecy. We understand that because a
man may hold a right or may hold to a certain view of things prophetically speaking and 
he's going to bring that mindset to this passage. Before he gets down to understand it, he 
already has formed a certain opinion with regard to last things or eschatology or the 
coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ and so you will find that these men will import 
their thinking into this chapter. 

You might say, "Are you not going to do that?" Well, I have come to this passage very 
honestly. I have certain views about the Second Coming but I have studied the passage as
best I can and I'm going to tell you what I think it means or what I believe it means a little
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later. But I'm just uttering a warning again because in the last verse of the chapter is the 
most controversial verse in all of the Bible. It needs to be said at once. It's a very much 
debated and controversial verse and there are different views of it and really can be 
divided into what I said last week, I just left it there and I said I would be coming back to 
it, either this verse is fulfilled or it is future. It is one or the other and there are many good
men who believe it's still future. I'll simply put it that way. Others believe it's fulfilled. 

So we've got to look at what it has to say but what I'm simply showing you is that there 
are all these different opinions, but when I look at some of the opinions that are expressed
and I spent a lot of time this week, and I don't say that in any boastful way, but I did, I 
spent a lot of time this week reading what men have to say about the 70 weeks and the 
last week especially, and I found one, I'll say it this way, one basic failure emerging and 
that is the failure to see Christ in this passage, with Christ actually being eclipsed 
altogether by some of the opinions that men express as they give their views or their 
findings on what this passage is all about. And may I say, folks, that should never be. 
With our prophetic views, that's fine whatever they may be, but if they eclipse the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in other words if, as it were, you were to eclipse as a darkness comes down 
and he's not even seen, I'll tell you right now there is something wrong. And so with all 
our searching and with all our opinions, let us realize that here is a passage in which we 
see the Lord Jesus Christ in a most wonderful way and that view, I believe as I want to 
show you today, governs the whole passage.

Now, I say that that should never be that our views eclipse the Lord Jesus Christ because 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the subject of the prophets including the book of Daniel. I want to
go with you now at this point to a verse that I believe, or a couple of verses that I believe 
are very important, 1 Peter 1:10-11, and it will be good if you look with me at these two 
verses because they are referring to Daniel and all the Old Testament prophets and they 
tell us something very important. 1 Peter 1:10 where Peter says, "Of which salvation the 
prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you: Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in
them did signify, when it," that is the Holy Spirit, "testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow." Peter tells us here about all the Old Testament 
prophets. That's who is in view in verse 10, the prophets. That's the Old Testament 
prophets and that includes Daniel and here they are represented as inquiring, that means 
praying actually, and then searching, that means reading. So they write down what the 
Holy Spirit tells them to write down. That's what Peter is telling us. These Old Testament
prophets wrote their books and then they got down to prayer and study. And don't we see 
it in Jeremiah 9 where you have Daniel taking the writings of Jeremiah the prophet and 
he prays over them and he studies them and he comes to see things that are revealed to us
in this chapter. 

So it is very clear that Daniel is included in these verses, but notice exactly what it says 
here, "what, or what manner of time." Notice the emphasis on time. Remember that the 
Old Testament prophets all wrote with a view to the first coming of the Lord. Now they 
did as well with the Second Coming but not so much as the first coming and so you 
simply start at Genesis after the fall of man and you find that those men like Enoch and 
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others, and then the writers themselves, they all point us to the first coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That was their focus mainly in the Old Testament era. Yes, they do tell us 
things about the Second Coming, obviously, but their main focus was on the first coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, they with prayerful diligent search, as Peter tells 
us here, they inquired about what or what manner of time was in view when the Holy 
Spirit showed them these things.

Then Peter goes on to say something more very important at the end of verse 11, "when 
the Holy Spirit testified beforehand," listen to it, "the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow." Did you notice that? It actually confirms what I've just said, that their
whole focus was on the sufferings and the glory. That simply means the death of Christ 
and the resurrection of Christ, that's how you sum it up. And so these Old Testament 
prophets including Daniel are focused on their writings on the coming Messiah, the 
coming Savior, and that is why any study of the book of Daniel, including Gabriel's 
revelation about the 70 weeks, that doesn't bring us to Christ, that doesn't bring us to his 
cross, that doesn't show something about the Savior, is deficient. Let me make that 
absolutely clear: any study in this passage that doesn't bring us to Christ is deficient. 
We're learning that Christ is here.

Now at this point in the message today, a number of details about the 70th week. The 70th 
week. Thus we've arrived and it should be noted and already established the clarity of the 
significance of this week. I want to mention here three points about that 70th week and 
then I will come to a conclusion with a number of other main matters that need our 
attention if time permits me today.

Now, Gabriel's prophecy clearly places Jesus Christ within the 69 weeks. Verse 25 makes
that absolutely clear because you find that the seven weeks and the 62 weeks are added 
together and we saw this last week, giving us 69 weeks or 483 years, and we are told in 
verse 25 that they bring us unto Messiah the Prince. Just read it with me again and see it, 
verse 25, "Know therefore and understand." Daniel hears something he knew or being 
able to understand, "that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks," that's the first seven sevens,
the first 49 years, "and threescore and two weeks," and therefore bring them together it's 
69, and so we are shown here that the Lord Jesus Christ, including the time of his birth 
and his ministry and all that he did including his death, it's all put into the framework of 
these 69 weeks. You see, I think of Paul's words in Galatians 4:4, a very important 
statement in the New Testament, "when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son." Now, Gabriel is telling Daniel here that 69 weeks will go by and that is 483 
years, and it will take you right up, Daniel, take your people right up to the coming of the 
Messiah. Unto Messiah, it says. 

Now Paul says in Galatians 4:4, "when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 
his Son," that parallels with what Daniel is saying here. The fullness of the time, 
therefore, is really a reference to what is found here in Daniel 9. There is a fullness to 
this, in the context of the 69th week the Lord Jesus Christ is placed and, therefore, here we
find that the prophecy places the Lord Jesus clearly in that framework of the 69th week. 
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But then let us notice another point here, that the entire period of 70 weeks is in view in 
the opening part of Gabriel's prophecy. I want you to look at this very carefully. Verse 
24, notice the language of that verse and every Christian here today should maybe 
underline this, look at this carefully, "Seventy weeks are determined." The word 
"determined" means "decreed," 490 years are determined, "upon thy people and upon thy 
holy city." It is plainly said that the 70 weeks, the 490 years, are decreed, they are 
appointed with regard to the nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem. 

But read on because this is where I find my mind really puzzled with some men's 
writings. Read on with me just here because Gabriel goes on to mention six items and we 
looked at these last week. Let me just mention them again. "Seventy weeks are 
determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city," now listen carefully, "to finish the 
transgression," that's one, "make an end of sins," that's two, "make reconciliation for 
iniquity," that's three, "bring in everlasting righteousness," four, "seal up the vision and 
prophecy," five, "and to anoint the most Holy," number six. So he mentions six separate 
items that belong to the 70 weeks and he says that the 70 weeks are decreed for your 
people and for the holy city in order to. In order to, that's the sense of the words in verse 
24, in order to finish the transgression, in order to make an end of sins, and right on 
through to the end of that verse with the anointing of the most Holy. Notice this, 
Christian. This is vital. These 70 weeks, therefore, and mentioned in verse 24, that entire 
period is in view and it will lead to the fulfillment of all that you read here in this 24th 
verse which means that the ultimate fulfillment of these things falls into the 70th week.

Now, for example, take the fourth one there: to bring in everlasting righteousness. How 
could that not be a reference to Christ and what he did in his redemptive work? But you 
see, there are men and may I say good men, who will actually tell us, "No. What you 
have in this verse is yet future and all of these details, these six items have not yet 
happened." When I read through these six items, I cannot see anything else but Jesus 
Christ because it's Jesus Christ as it tells us and I went through this with you last week 
and I explained every one of these items. I know it was in a brief manner but I did go 
through them with you and just focus your mind on that fourth one and I say from this 
pulpit again: how could this not be a reference to Jesus Christ and his redemptive work? 
He brings in, we are told, to bring in everlasting righteousness. Now Jesus Christ is 
everlasting and, furthermore, Jesus Christ is our righteousness, therefore, Jesus Christ is 
everlasting righteousness for his people. So we find here that the point of Gabriel's 
opening words of this whole revelation that he gives to Daniel, is within the scope of the 
70 weeks, and he shows that among other matters in relation to sin have been dealt with. 
Everlasting righteousness is going to be established and that means if I understand 
anything of this passage, that the 70 weeks include the death of Christ and the 
accomplishment of redemption.

But let's go to the third point that I have mentioned. I've shown you, first of all, that the 
prophecy places the Lord within the framework of the 69 weeks, and now we're seeing 
that the entire period of 70 weeks is spoken of in verse 24 with regard to all these matters 
that have to do with sin have been dealt with, and to me that's Christ and that's the cross, 
and then we go down to verse 26. Read this carefully with me and I want you to do this, 
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what does it say? We find here that within this 70th week has now been said Christ will 
die. Look at it and read it carefully, dear Christian, "And after," and there's the word I 
want you to underline, "after." It mentions the 62 weeks but remember in the previous 
verse 25, the seven and the 62 are brought together and that's 69, and it says at that point 
Messiah will appear, but notice what it says, "after." That means really after the 69 
weeks, understanding 25 and 26 together. "And after threescore and two weeks," or 69 
weeks as it would be, bring in the 70 and that's right, "shall Messiah be cut off." After the
69 weeks. Just stay with that. Go home today if you want and check it out but I'm telling 
you what I'm saying is right. The seven and the 62 are brought together. They run 
consecutively from the days when the captivity began to end right on down through until 
the Messiah appears, and then it says, "after." After the 69 weeks. Now where does that 
bring you? That brings you into the 70th week. After the 69 weeks, Messiah is going to be
cut off. He's going to die, is what it means. There is no other meaning to that language. 

So what we find there for as this is the cross and in this manner we are able to establish 
that within the period known as the 70th week of Daniel, the Savior, the Messiah was cut 
off. I say from this, I want you to notice this, brothers and sisters: this whole passage is 
messianic. It has to do with Christ. It has to do with our Savior. The Messiah is the 
leading character. The Lord Jesus Christ is the one who is firmly in view. Daniel has been
praying for the recovery of the people and return to Jerusalem and then Gabriel comes 
along and, yes, he shows them that's going to happen but he takes him further, he takes 
him beyond into time to come and he shows Daniel here what Isaiah has shown, what 
other men of God in the Old Testament are shown. What I referred to in Paul's summary, 
"when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, to 
redeem those under sin, that we might receive the adoption of sons." And here's what 
Daniel is showing us today. The theme of Gabriel's message is designed to bring clarity 
to Daniel and introduce him to these great things that are messianic and the six items 
listed in verse 24 are brought about by the Messiah coming to the climax in the anointing 
of the most holy place which is in heaven itself. If I had time to take you to Hebrews 
today, I could show you from Hebrews that when our Lord died and rose again, he went 
into the most holy place and he anointed it as a result of his suffering and his death.

So it's clear, it's plain, and so the 69 weeks lead up to the coming of the Messiah and to 
his death within the 70th week, and in that way the platform is set for the understanding of
verse 27. We'll consider that verse now under three headings as I bring really what is the 
second part of this message. Number 1: a confirmation. Let's look at verse 27, "And he 
shall confirm the covenant with many." I just want to draw your attention to those words. 
They are very important words, "he shall confirm the covenant with many." Now there 
are things to notice about that statement. Who is the one here who causes the covenant to 
be confirmed or the covenant to prevail? Actually a literal rendering of these words 
would be, "and he shall cause the covenant to prevail." I'll say more about that in a 
moment. Who is this? It says "he." He. Now if you know your literary rules, you will 
know that the word "he" is a pronoun and when you come to a statement like this, there 
has to be what's called an antecedent, that is, something prior to the "he" that's connected 
with the "he." So the question is in verse 26: who is it that is meant by the pronoun "he" 
in verse 27? 
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Some people would say it's not the Messiah. Let me just say that at this stage. They will 
say it's another. They will actually say that it's the prince who is mentioned in verse 26. 
Look at verse 26 again, "after threescore and two weeks," remember that's the 69 weeks, 
taking the 70th along with them, "shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 
people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary," and so on, 
and I'll get back to that a little later today with the Lord's help, and that's the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. And we are told that the people of the prince that shall come 
shall destroy the city and so some say that the "he" in verse 27 is the prince in verse 26 
but that cannot be because the word "prince" there is not a subject. It simply says the 
people of the prince. They are the subject. But you can't say that the people of the prince 
as a subject of that verse and then "he" as the subject of verse 27. Please forgive me for 
the technicalities but I'm simply explaining to you the vital understanding of this verse. 
"He" does not refer either to the prince of the people of the prince. It cannot.

So who does it refer to? Well, it refers to the Messiah. Look at verse 26 again, "after 
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off." Now when the Lord died, what 
happened then? Some years later Jerusalem was destroyed. The people of the prince 
came, that is, the Roman prince, and they destroyed Jerusalem. And now we come back 
as if there was an intermission there, now we come back to the main theme, that is 
Messiah is cut off and after he's been cut off, what happens? He confirms the covenant 
and let's look at this carefully. I can't spend any more time with who this is. This is 
Christ. I'm simply saying to you it's Christ. 

Christ is said to confirm this covenant but do you notice something very important? It 
doesn't say he would make a covenant, it says he confirms the covenant, and the word 
"confirm," as I've already indicated, means "to cause to prevail." So what we read here is 
that the covenant in view is not made, it is confirmed, which means what? It already 
exists. It already is in existence and, therefore, at the time in view in verse 27, it is 
confirmed, it is caused to prevail, a covenant that already is in existence. It is now made 
to prevail through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then we are told it's confirmed or 
I'm going to come back to some of those details again and go over them once more, but 
we're now going to take the entire statement, it is confirmed with many, and the original 
Hebrew reads "the many." The many, and there's a term you find, for example Isaiah 
53:11 and 12 where we are told that Jesus Christ shall justify many, and it says in verse 
12, he shall bear the sin of many. And again in the original Hebrew reads the very same 
way: he shall justify the many, he shall bear the sin of the many. And what you have in 
view in those words is all the people of God, the many. The many, and this covenant, 
therefore, is caused to prevail on behalf of the many.

Now, the confirming, the causing to prevail of this covenant is in relation to the 70th 
week. It says, "he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week." Let me just say 
this, that the view that is expressed by those who see this all in the future is that this is a 
covenant made between the antichrist and the Jews. It's a very popular opinion and they 
will go down that line, and that's entirely up to those men. I don't deny them the right of 
holding their views, I'm simply telling you there are views in this that are opposite one 
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from the other. But I see Christ here the whole way through. That's the platform for the 
70th week. I know I see Christ in the 70th week as I've shown you already, and John 
Calvin who is one of the most reliable commentators you could ever read, has this to say 
about these words because these are difficult words. I've already told you that, a very 
difficult verse linguistically speaking and John Calvin says this, here's how the opening 
words are to be understood, "In this week he will confirm the covenant with many," and 
that is that in the course of the 70th week, the covenant is confirmed or made to prevail as 
a result of Messiah being cut off and dying. So remember the points: there is a covenant 
already in place, that's the sense of the language. It doesn't say he makes a covenant. I'll 
underline that to you. This verse does not say that and there are those who will tell you 
this verse tells you that the antichrist makes a covenant with the Jews. It doesn't say that. 
It says that he causes the covenant that's already in place to prevail and to be confirmed. 
In other words, the words here refer to the confirmation or the ratification of a covenant 
that is already existent so that it then prevails for the many.

So brothers and sisters, these are the meanings of these words and they are given by far 
far better men, never mind me, but I'm included, far better men than me or may I say any 
man alive today. When I go to John Calvin, I know while he's not infallible, I know I'm in
safe territory because John Calvin was a genius in terms of the original languages and he 
along with many more, yes, even some modern day writers, see this in the way that I have
been explaining it to you. It's not something future, it's something that happened in the 
70th week and we've already seen that in that 70th week the Lord Jesus Christ dies and as 
he dies, he ratifies the covenant. Isn't that the clear teaching of the book? 

Let me go with you to the book of Hebrews, Hebrews 13:20. In fact, we don't even have 
to turn to it. We'll not turn to it for the sake of time because most of you know the verse. 
It says, "the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant," and what the verse 
means is that in the death of Christ, by the shedding of his blood, he confirmed the 
covenant. He ratified the covenant. He made it secure for the many and as a consequence,
he was raised from the dead. He was brought back from the grave as the sign and the seal 
that the covenant had been confirmed, had been made to prevail. It is called the blood of 
the everlasting covenant.

So there is a confirmation in this verse, the confirming of a covenant and I'm saying to 
you it's the covenant of grace that the Lord secured, sealed, confirmed by his death at the 
cross, but then, secondly, there is a cessation. A cessation. Look at the next words, "and 
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." Let me tell
you in fairness what men say about that. They'll say this is a reference to the Jewish 
sacrifices and offerings and when the antichrist appears, he is going to make this 
covenant and then he will break this covenant and he will cause these sacrifices to cease. 
Well, you see, that presupposes that the sacrifices will all be restored before those days, 
and I cannot accept that because to me that destroys the book of Hebrews. The message 
of Hebrews is and I'm going to show it to you in a moment or two, that that system is 
abolished by Christ and will not be restored again. Never according to the book of 
Hebrews.
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The words there, "the sacrifice and the oblation," refer to, and I use the words as they are 
made in a biblical context, bloody and unbloody sacrifices. Sacrifices that included the 
deaths of animals. That's in view in the word "sacrifice." "The oblation" would refer to 
other offerings like the meat offering where there is none of that involved. Anyhow, that's
beside the point in the sense here but what we are finding here is that during this week 
and it says in the midst of it, but you know where we're going: when did Christ die? 
Christ died after three and a half years of ministry. So assuming that we now all believe, 
maybe we don't, that this is all about Christ and his death and the 70th week takes us into 
Christ's birth, ministry and on to the cross, and now we are seeing that the 70th week is 
particularly focused on the cross and his death, and in the midst of it all, after he has 
finished his ministry, three and half years, because the Lord did minister, by the way, not 
for three years, three and a half years, and then he died. So in the midst of the week, he 
dies but when he did that, something happened. He caused, notice the words, "he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease." Now, did the Lord do that? Because when 
the Lord was on this earth and the Lord came to die, the temple was still standing and the 
sacrifices were still being offered and the priesthood was still functioning. And so what 
happened? Because we know that after the Lord died and rose again and went back to 
heaven, that system continued, so how do we understand all this? 

Well, let's go to Hebrews, not Hebrews at this point, John 19, and a marvelous verse I 
want to show you, John 19:28. It says there, John 19:28, it says there, "After this, Jesus 
knowing that all things were now accomplished." Do you notice that? The Lord is at the 
point of his sufferings where he knows, he knows that everything is now accomplished; 
that there is just one little prophecy yet to be fulfilled about himself and, therefore as it 
says in this verse, "that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst." But up to this point
already, just about everything has been accomplished, we are told, and there is just one 
little verse from Psalm 22 or wherever it is, "I thirst." Here is the marvel of Christ in the 
midst of his death: he's in full possession of his mental faculties. He can think about that 
little verse back there in the book of Psalms in which there is a prediction that he would 
say on the cross, "I thirst," and to have it fulfilled he now says, I thirst." And the 
remarkable thing is when they brought him to drink, what they brought him, he wouldn't 
drink it. He simply wants the Scripture fulfilled. But the main point is, "knowing that all 
things are now accomplished." 

Then if you look at verse 30, "When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It 
is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost." "Finished" is the word in the 
original Greek. One word, finished. Now, what does this all mean? Let's go now to 
Hebrews 10:8 and 9 and here is Paul explaining to us now what this is all about. Hebrews
10:8 and this is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, in verse 7, even beyond that 
from verse 5 earlier than that, here is the Lord speaking. Just look at verse 5, "when he 
cometh into the world," that's the Lord Jesus, "he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me." The Lord Jesus Christ did not come to 
offer animal sacrifices. No. Never. He is not a Levitical priest, he's a priest after the order
of Melchizedek. That's the whole message of the book of Hebrews. So he hasn't come to 
offer up animals and so he comes into the world saying, "You don't want sacrifice and 
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offering. I'm not here to offer animals to thee, O Father," and he goes on to say in verse 7,
"Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O 
God." Then verse 9, "Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God," here are the final 
words, notice it, "He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second." 

Now if I were dealing with people today who had never read the book of Hebrews, it 
would require me to go through the whole book of Hebrews to explain that verse, but let 
me just tell you what it's saying: when it says "he taketh away the first," that's the Old 
Testament system of animal sacrifice and priesthood and offerings, and the Lord came 
into the world to take it all away. Then it goes on to say, and to "establish the second." 
What's the second? The second is the new administration in that the first has been 
abolished and the animal sacrifices are put away forever. And we're not here today 
singing about the blood of a goat or a bull or a calf, we're not here focusing on Aaron or 
any of his successors, we're here today singing about the blood of the Lamb; we're here 
today singing about our great high priest in glory who when he came into this world, he, 
he confirmed the covenant by putting away the old, the old system. It's the same 
covenant, you see. As I said earlier, it was already in existence and the Lord puts away 
the old system and he brings in a new system and now the New Testament church 
worships God without the trappings and the ceremonies of that old system because it's 
gone forever, in fact, it's not needed anymore. So at the cross when our Lord Jesus Christ 
cried, "Finished," knowing that all things were then accomplished, he cried finished and 
he took away the first and brought in the second.

That is what we are seeing in Daniel 9:27. He causes the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease so there is a confirmation, there is a cessation, and then as I close, there is a 
consummation here. Look with me in both verses, 26 and 27. You will find that in the 
latter part of both verses something is said that's very important and very necessary to 
understand. What does it say at the end of verse 26, "the people of the prince that shall 
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war desolations are determined." Verse 27, where we just read, 
we go on and I'm going to read these words, "for the overspreading of abominations he 
shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured 
upon the desolate." Let me say this: with regard to verse 26, the latter part of verse 26, all
orthodox writers see there the destruction that came upon Jerusalem in 70 A.D. by the 
armies of Titus. They all see it, but for strange reasons when they come to verse 27, they 
see a different matter. But when I read the two verses, and I want you to see it, I see the 
same thing. At the end of verse 26 there is the destruction of Jerusalem. As I say again, 
all orthodox Bible believing men see that and believe that. Then you come to verse 27 
and it's simply being repeated and it was in 70 A.D. that this desolation came, the 
consummation in the sense of the Jewish nation coming under judgment as a punishment 
for their rejection of Jesus Christ. 

It's as clear as can be because when I go to the Gospels, I find it there. I want you to go to
the Gospels with me in the closing moments here because it will just take a moment or 
two to see this. Go to Luke 19, please. Luke 19:43 and we have here the Lord speaking of
end things, to put it that way. Luke 19:43 and he says this, "For the days shall come," this
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was the time when he rode down to Jerusalem, remember that, when he wept over 
Jerusalem back there earlier in this passage, verse 41. But verse 43, "For the days shall 
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another." Do you 
remember what the Lord said to the disciples in Matthew 24 when they asked him when 
will these things be? And the Lord said the very same things, that the temple will be 
destroyed and not one stone will be laid upon another, and now we have Luke speaking 
in a parallel passage of the very same thing. 

But now having read those two verses, go please to chapter 21, Luke 21:20, and here now
you have the Lord in the midst of his great prophetic discourse and you can read the 
chapter some other time, he talks about earthquakes and famines and so on. It's all here, 
but here's something that Luke tells us that Matthew and Mark don't have in their parallel 
passages. So Luke 21:20, "And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies," 
listen carefully, "then know that the desolation thereof is nigh." He is speaking to the 
disciples who are alive with him at that moment. He says, "When you see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, the desolation is upon it." That's what Daniel is talking about at 
the end of verse 26 and the end of verse 27 of Daniel 9, the desolation of Jerusalem. You 
see, in the realm of the Lord's fulfillment of things, in regard to the Old Testament 
ceremonies, on the cross he abolished it. When the city of Jerusalem was overrun and the 
temple was destroyed, it was then that it ceased practically, but on the cross, theologically
it was ended, and then practically at the destruction of Jerusalem, it was forever brought 
to an end and has never been restored from that day until now. 

Now brothers and sisters, I have now given you what I see in these verses. I'm not asking 
you to accept it. It's up to you because we do allow in the free church openness in 
eschatology and we need to all remember that. We need to remember that. We are not 
here to fall out about it. I'm not preaching this to fall out with any man about it, I'm 
simply telling you what I believe. 

So we have to deal with these things. It's not within my soul to run away from these 
verses. I want to try to understand them. I want to see what they mean because I read, 
"Gabriel told Daniel, I have come to give thee understanding," and I don't know exactly 
all that Daniel understood but I know one thing: Daniel saw Jesus Christ as he never saw 
him before. And that's what we should all want to see, our Savior triumphant, victorious 
and, as I believe, bringing to an end the old system, causing the covenant to be confirmed
or to prevail for his people, and all its benefits to be enjoyed by them, and to be 
experienced by them. And that's what we all want. Oh yes, you could be -mill, pre-mill, 
post-mill, or as a man said, pan-mill, it will all pan out in the end, that's what he meant by
that, you could be all of those things and that's fine but the vital thing is how much more 
are we like the Lord, how much closer are we to Jesus Christ as a result of what we see in
our eschatology.
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So may the Lord write his word on our hearts and may he bless it to our souls and may he
give us all understanding and you can go away and peruse this and look at and may God 
bless you as you do. 

Let us bow in prayer. Let's knit our hearts together before the Lord. As I said last week, I 
brought extra notes. I just say that in case you want to get them and read them over and 
they'll cover an awful lot of detail here and so you may take a set of those notes if you 
wish. Let us pray.

Father in heaven, we pray this day that like the disciples of old, may we see Jesus and 
may we see him on every page of thy book, and may we see him in all his glory, and may 
we see him in all his mighty authority as our King/Priest, even as that term signifies, 
Messiah the Prince. Help us to love him. Help us to follow him. Help us to serve him. 
And go with us now this day. Bless those who remain for the table. Meet with us there 
and touch our hearts, we ask, in Jesus' name and for his sake. Amen.
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