
The title of this morning’s sermon is, “Temptations During Trials.” 

 

We’ve spent the last few weeks discussing trials, and this morning we’re going to begin discussing 

temptation. If you’ve been in the church for any length of time, you’ve probably heard people say 

trials and temptation are the same, but that’s not true. 

 

Like we discussed in previous sermons, trials are from God… 

• They help us mature… 

• There’s blessing when we endure them… 

• God has a special purpose in them… 

Everything about trials in some way or another is in our best interests. 

 

But temptations are not from God. While trials bring out the best in us, temptations bring out the 

worst in us. 

 

There are two reasons people generally think trials and temptations are the same… 

 

First, the same Greek word is often used for trials and temptations. This is why some translations, 

like the KJV and NKJV will say temptation when trials are being discussed. 

 

But the other reason people confuse temptations and trials – and I think this is the bigger reason – is 

there are temptations in every trial. Trials and temptations are different, but there are temptations in 

every trial we experience…and this brings us to the first part of Lesson 1… 

 

LESSON 1: THERE ARE TEMPTATIONS IN TRIALS TO (PART I) GET ANGRY. 

 

During our recent sermons on trials, we discussed Job a number of times. Job is synonymous with 

trials, and when Job was going through his trials, he faced a number of temptations, most obviously 

the temptation to get angry w/ God: 

• His wife tempted him to curse God. 

• The devil twice told God that Job would curse him. 

• And even though Job never cursed God, he did seem to give in to the temptation to get angry 

w/ God.  

o At times he criticized God… 

o At times he questioned God’s justice… 

o At times he questioned and accused God. 

 

If we believe God is sovereign – and He is – and if we believe trials come from God – and they do – 

then we’re always going to have to be on guard against the temptation to get angry w/ God when 

going through trials. 

--- 

This lesson initially said, “There are temptations in trials to get angry with God,” but I took off the 

words, “with God,” b/c for some people the real temptation is to get angry w/ people around them: 

• They might get angry at their spouses… 



• They might get angry at their children… 

• They might get angry at their parents… 

• They might get angry at their friends… 

• They might get angry at their coworkers… 

 

We spent a few weeks studying James 1… 

• In verses 1 through 12, James discusses trials… 

• In verses 13 through 18 he discusses temptations… 

Then in verses 19 and 20 he discusses qualities needed during trials:  

• In verse 19 he mentions being swift to hear, slow to speak and slow to wrath. 

• Then in James 1:20 he says the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  

 

I think James makes this point while discussing trials and temptations, b/c we’re going to face the 

temptation during trials to get angry…and when we give in to the temptation to get angry during 

trials it doesn’t often produce anything good. Instead, it’s often sin that causes more problems.  

--- 

Before we move on from this lesson, let’s remember when we go through trials, one of the 

temptations we need to be on guard against is… 

• The temptation to get angry w/ God… 

• Or the temptation to get angry at those around us. 

 

LESSON 1: THERE ARE TEMPTATIONS IN TRIALS TO (PART II) DOUBT GOD. 

 

Last week we looked at Joseph and some of the trials he experienced. Let’s think about the 

temptation he might have faced… 

 

Consider the dreams God gave him, then picture him in the pit his brothers threw him in, or picture 

him as a slave in Egypt. 

 

What temptation do you think he probably experienced? I’m sure he must have been tempted to 

doubt God:  

• You give me this dream about being a ruler, it makes my family hate me. Now look where I am.  

• What kind of foolish dream was that?  

• Why would you give me a dream that’s never going to come true? 

 

When Joseph found himself in prison after resisting Potiphar’s wife, what temptation do you think he 

might have faced during that trial?  

• God, I do what’s right, and this is what it gets me? Thrown in prison!  

• Aren’t you supposed to protect Your people when they do what’s right?  

• I obey you and this is what happens? 

•  I keep trying to do what’s right and all it does is get me in trouble. 

 

To be clear there’s no record of Joseph ever saying any of these things, which simply means if he 

was tempted in any of these ways, he didn’t give in to those temptations.  



 

But let me ask you this: even if these weren’t the exact temptations Joseph faced, do you think he 

faced other temptations when he was going through his trials? We can be sure he did, b/c temptations 

are part of life on this side of heaven. 

--- 

Let me give you another example from the OT… 

 

When Israel left Egypt, Pharaoh’s army chased after them. They reached a point where they could go 

no further: they had the Red Sea in front of them and they had the Egyptians behind them. They were 

pinched.  

 

Exo 14:10 When Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the 

Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid. 

 

This is a pretty serious trial. They were terrified: they had the Red Sea in front of them and Pharaoh’s 

army behind them. What temptations did they face? 

• They were tempted to doubt God… 

• They were tempted to think God wouldn’t deliver them…even though that’s exactly what He 

had been doing for the last 18 months.  

We know they faced these temptations – and we know they gave in to them – b/c we can read what 

they said… 

 

Exo 14:11 “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the word 

that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would 

have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.” 

 

This is what it looks like to go through a trial and give in to the temptation to doubt God.  

---- 

Think about 12 men who came back from spying out the Promised Land. They were facing a serious 

trial regarding all the enemies they had seen. Listen to what the spies said… 

 

Num 13:28 The people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; 

moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.  

 

Having to go up against all these enemies was an intense trial, and they faced a comparably intense 

temptation: 

• Do we trust God?  

• Can we have faith in His promises? 

• Do we believe He’ll help us and give us the victories He said He would?  

• Or do we give in to fear and doubt and unbelief? 

 

Now before we discuss the spies’ responses, let’s think for a moment about each of them and 

everything they had in common: 



• They had all seen the miracles in Egypt… 

• They had all walked through the Red Sea God… 

• They all knew the previous victories God had given them over their enemies… 

• They all went on the same trip through the Promised Land and saw the same giants… 

And now all 12 spies have one more thing in common: they all face the same temptation in the 

middle of this trial to doubt God… 

 

Num 13:30 Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take 

possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”  

 

What did Caleb – and we know Joshua as well – do when facing the temptation to doubt God? 

• They resisted that temptation.  

• They didn’t give in to fear.  

I’m sure Joshua and Caleb were both tempted to be afraid and doubt, but they kept their faith in God. 

 

But as for the other ten spies… 

 

Num 13:31 [They] said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than 

we.”  

 

These spies faced the same temptation as Joshua and Caleb, but they gave in to that temptation: 

• They doubted God… 

• They didn’t believe His promises. 

 

And when you consider how the report from these 10 men was able to spread through the entire 

nation of 2-3 million people and cause fear in all of them, we see just how strong the temptation is 

during trials to God. 

---- 

And what was the difference between Joshua and Caleb and the other 10 spies?  

• It definitely wasn’t their circumstances and experiences: their circumstances and experiences 

couldn’t have been more identical.  

• The difference is that… 

o Joshua and Caleb kept their eyes on God… 

o But the other 10 spies kept their eyes on their circumstances. 

---- 

The application for us, is when we’re going through trials, we need to be on guard against the 

temptation to give in to fear and… 

• Doubt God’s plan… 

• Doubt God’s sovereignty… 

• Doubt the goodness God means for us through trials… 

• And doubt the grace God says will be sufficient for us to endure the trials He allows in our 

lives. 

---- 

Let’s think about Abraham… 



 

Gen 22:1 says God tested Abraham when it came to sacrificing his son Isaac. Trials are tests and 

tests are trials, so even though it says God tested Abraham, we should equally think of it as a trial. 

 

And what do you think are some of the temptations Abraham faced while he was going through this 

trial? 

 

God promised Abraham countless descendants, and now God is asking him to sacrifice Isaac, the son 

the descendants were going to come through…even though Isaac hadn’t had any descendants of his 

own yet. 

 

Now I’m not saying Abraham gave in to any of these temptations, but I’m sure there are temptations 

he must’ve faced. He must have been tempted… 

• To doubt God… 

• To question what God was doing… 

• I assume he was probably tempted to question God’s character:  

o How could God want something like this? 

o How could God ask me to perform a human sacrifice? 

o How could God ask me to do this…and especially to my own son? 

There’s no evidence of Abraham gave in to any of these temptations, but I have to believe these are 

temptations he experienced. 

 

And in the face of all these temptations Heb 11:19 says Abraham concluded God was able to raise 

Isaac up, even from the dead.  

 

In my mind, the word concluded means this is what Abraham decided: this is the conclusion he 

came to when faced w/ the temptation to doubt God. He resisted that temptation and chose to believe 

God would bring Isaac back from the dead…even from being a burnt offering. 

--- 

And there’s another temptation I’m sure Abraham experienced, and I think it’s the most obvious one: 

it was the temptation to disobey God…and this brings us to the next part of the lesson… 

 

LESSON 1: THERE ARE TEMPTATIONS IN TRIALS TO (PART III) DISOBEY GOD. 

 

Abraham is the picture of obedience throughout Gen 22, so we know he never gave in to the 

temptation to disobey God, but I’m sure he must have been tempted to do so. God asked him to 

sacrifice his son whom he loved. How many times do you think it crossed his mind NOT to do what 

God wanted? 

 

Trials are tests, and tests are trials, and when we face tests like Abraham faced – trials that look more 

like tests than like suffering – one of the main temptations we’ll face is the temptation to disobey 

God.  

 



Think about Israel when they went into Canaan: the main trial they faced was the nations in the land. 

God tested – or tried – Israel by leaving the nations in the land: 

• Judges 2:21 [God said], “I will no longer drive out…the nations which Joshua left when 

he died, 22 so that through them I MAY TEST ISRAEL, whether they will keep the ways 

of the LORD, to walk in them as their fathers kept them, or not (basically whether they’ll 

obey or disobey God).”  

• Judges 3:4 [The nations] were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether 

they would OBEY the commandments of the LORD.  

 

Driving out these nations was going to be a trial, and during this trial Israel would be tempted to 

disobey God… 

• They would be tempted to intermarry w/ these people…a temptation they gave in to at times… 

• They would be tempted to compromise and not drive the people out completely…another 

temptation they gave in to at times. 

 

And in many of the trials we face – especially those trials that are more like tests – one of the 

temptations we’ll face is the temptation to disobey; the temptation to NOT do what God wants us to 

do. Here’s a simple example… 

 

When someone wrongs us, that’s a trial, and when we’re in that trial what are some of the 

temptations we face? 

• We’re tempted to get bitter… 

• We’re tempted not to forgive… 

• We’re tempted to repay evil for evil… 

• We might be tempted to gossip about that person… 

• We might be tempted to withhold good that God wants shown… 

 

What about if we’re struggling financially? This is one of the more common trials people face: 

financial difficulty. How could we be tempted to disobey God during financial struggles? 

• We might be tempted to steal or cheat in some way… 

• If we lost a job, we might be tempted to be dishonest in an interview… 

• In our desperation, we might be tempted to accept a job that involves some form of 

compromise.  

 

What about if you’re single? Singleness can be a trial, and what are some of the temptations you 

face? What are some of the ways you’re tempted to disobey God? 

• There’s the temptation to be impure: there are desires God wants satisfied only w/in marriage, 

and when we’re single we’re tempted to satisfy those desires outside of marriage. 

• There’s the temptation to settle… 

o Perhaps settle for someone your parents don’t approve of… 

o Perhaps settle for someone you’re not equally yoked with… 

o You might give in to either of these temptations to remove the trial of being single, but 

usually this brings an even worse trial. 



• While single there’s also the temptation to be a poor steward of the season you’re in. 1 Cor 

7:32 says single people should care for the things of the Lord, how [they] may please the 

Lord. But when we’re single we’re tempted to be selfish and care only for ourselves and how 

we may please ourselves. 

 

Let me conclude this part of the lesson by saying this… 

 

We want to remember trials are tests and tests are trials, and when we’re going through trials we’re 

always going to be tempted to disobey God. 

---- 

The next temptation I want to discuss is probably the most common temptation we face during 

trials… 

 

LESSON 1: THERE ARE TEMPTATIONS IN TRIALS TO (PART IV) COMPLAIN. 

 

The world doesn’t seem to think much about complaining, and sometimes as Christians we don’t 

think much about complaining, but you could say God doesn’t seem to have much patience for 

complaining. You don’t have to have much familiarity w/ Exodus and Numbers to know God hates 

complaining. And the reason He seems to hate it is it’s directed at Him. It’s saying God is 

mistreating us. 

 

And I would go so far as to say complaining is the temptation we face through the duration of most 

trials: while some temptations only take place occasionally, complaining is the temptation we have to 

resist throughout the entire trial. 

 

James 1:2-4 says count it all joy when you fall into various trials knowing the testing of your 

faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work. 

 

Trials are supposed to produce patience, but during trials we’re often tempted NOT to let patience 

have its perfect work. We’re often tempted to let trials make us impatient, and that looks like 

complaining. 

 

If we go back to Israel in the wilderness, I’d say this is the temptation they gave in to most often… 

 

We previously discussed the trial – and accompanying temptation – Israel faced when they reached 

the Red Sea. Soon after that, they faced another trial containing another temptation: they didn’t have 

any food. This is a pretty serious trial. Food is pretty important.  

 

And in the middle of the trial they’re tempted to complain, and they gave in to this temptation… 

 

Exo 16:2 The whole congregation…of Israel COMPLAINED against Moses and Aaron in the 

wilderness. 3 [They said], “Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us 

into this wilderness TO KILL THIS WHOLE ASSEMBLY WITH HUNGER.” 

 



The way Israel talks you’d think Egypt was a resort; like being in Egypt was like being on vacation. 

It’s interesting the way trials can tempt us to think things used to be so much better. 

 

Now would it have been okay for Israel to ask for food? Of course:  

• God doesn’t mind us asking for things any more than we mind our children asking for things.  

• But there’s a difference between asking and complaining. 

And this is what it looks like to give in to the temptation to complain instead of asking. 

---- 

In the next chapter Israel faced another trial… 

 

Exo 17:1 There was no water for the people to drink. 

 

Is not having water a trial? It’s a pretty serious trial. And when Israel was in this trial, they faced 

more temptations… 

• Will they trust God… 

• Will they be patient while they wait for God to provide… 

• Or will they complain? 

 

Exo 17:3 The people thirsted for water, and the people COMPLAINED against Moses, and 

said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our 

livestock with thirst?” 

 

They could’ve waited and trusted God. They could’ve been patient and believed God would provide. 

But instead they gave in to the temptation to complain, and in the process they accused God’s servant 

Moses of trying to murder them. 

 

Phil 2:14 Do all things without complaining. 

 

If we had to think of the one time it’s MOST difficult to obey this verse, when would that be? 

• Would it be when we’re blessed? 

• Would it be when our lives are going well? 

• Would it be when we’re enjoying ourselves? 

We’re going to face the temptation to complain when we’re going through trials. Trials are probably 

the one time we’re most tempted to complain.  

 

Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

 

Is it hard to rejoice when things are going well? Is it hard to rejoice when we’re blessed? 

 

No, it’s hard – I would say hardest – to rejoice when we’re experiencing trials. That’s when we’re 

most tempted to complain and disobey these verses. 

---- 



It’s probably occurred to most of you by this point that there’s no way I could cover all the possible 

temptations we face during trials. During trials there are plenty of other temptations I didn’t 

mention… 

• We might be tempted to question God’s goodness or His love for us… 

• We might be tempted to become selfish and think only about ourselves… 

• We might be tempted to become reclusive. Think of how many people start experiencing a 

trial, and then you don’t see them anymore. They give in to the temptation to avoid fellowship.  

 

It would be impossible to discuss all the different temptations we face during trials. My desire for us 

is that we remember when we go through trials we’re going to face different temptations. If we can 

keep this in mind, we’ll be prepared to resist those temptations when they come. 

---- 

Now as I thought about this sermon, I wanted us to have some Scripture encouraging us NOT to give 

in to temptation during trials. I wanted to look at a passage that could exhort us, encourage us and 

warn us regarding giving in to temptation during trials. And there’s a wonderful place in Scripture 

that accomplishes this purpose. 

 

Please turn to 1 Cor 10… 

 

This chapter is all about Israel’s time in the wilderness, and let me be clear that this was a time of 

trials or testing. When Moses was making his farewell speech to the nation before they went into the 

Promised Land, this is exactly what he told them… 

• Deut 8:2 The LORD your God led you all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to 

humble you and TEST you.  

• Deut 8:16 [God] fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, 

that He might humble you and that He might TEST YOU. 

And during this time of testing and trials, they faced many temptations. 

 

Now in 1 Cor 10 Paul discusses the temptations, and he discusses what happened when they gave in 

to these temptations. And this chapter is supposed to serve as an example to us. I don’t want you to 

think this is my opinion, so before we begin the passage, please first look at:  

• 6 These things became our examples… 

• 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples… 

So please keep in mind everything we read about Israel in these verses, is supposed to serve as 

examples to us. 

 

One other thing before we begin… 

 

In the first four verses, Paul discusses Christ being w/ Israel when they were tempted in the 

wilderness. Paul is going to talk about Israel giving in to temptation and sinning, but first he wants 

his readers to know Christ was graciously, lovingly w/ Israel when they were going through their 

temptations.  

 

And since this chapter is supposed to serve as examples to us, this brings us to our next lesson… 



 

LESSON 2: CHRIST IS WITH US WHEN WE EXPERIENCE TEMPTATION DURING TRIALS. 

 

After we read the fourth verse I’ll explain how Paul beautifully shows Christ being w/ Israel while 

they were tempted… 

 

1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the 

cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 

 

Before we read the next two verses, please look for the repetition of the word spiritual, as Paul 

makes it clear that Jesus wasn’t there w/ them physically, He was there w/ them – like He is w/ us – 

spiritually… 

 
3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 

spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.  

 

First, please notice the words all were baptized into Moses. You can circle these words and write, 

“Rom 6:3 and Gal 3:27” In both verses Paul uses the exact same words to say we were baptized 

into Christ. Paul is drawing a comparison between Moses and Christ… 

 

The Israelites were delivered from Egypt at Passover, and back in 1 Cor 5 Paul related Passover to 

salvation by identifying Christ as our Passover. The idea is: 

• The Israelites were delivered from their bondage in Egypt by Moses, like Christians have 

been delivered from a greater bondage to sin and death by Christ… 

• The Israelites left Egypt like we’ve left the world… 

• After Moses delivered Israel, he became their leader, and after Christ delivers us He becomes 

our leader; you could say Moses was the head of Israel, like Christ is the head of the church. 

• Moses was great, but we’re led by the One greater than Moses. 

 

And that’s why it says Israel was baptized into Moses, like Christians are baptized into Christ…and 

Paul says this figuratively took place when they crossed the Red Sea.  

 

It might seem odd to compare crossing the Red Sea w/ baptism since the Israelites stayed dry, but 

that’s b/c this isn’t referring to physical, water baptism: it’s referring to spiritual baptism.  

• Notice the verse doesn’t say they were baptized IN THE SEA, it says they were baptized into 

Moses.  

• It’s talking about Israel being immersed into Moses, indicating their oneness and unity w/ 

him, like Christians are spiritually baptized or immersed in Christ, indicating our oneness and 

unity w/ Him. 

 

So you have baptism is verse 2, and you have the other ordinance– communion – in verses 3 and 4. 

It says… 

• All ate the same spiritual food 

• All drank the same spiritual drink 



This sets up Paul’s discussion of the Lord’s Supper in the next chapter. 

 

And just like verse 2 isn’t talking about physical, water baptism, these verses aren’t talking about 

physical food and drink: it says all ate the same SPIRITUAL food and all drank the same 

SPIRITUAL drink.  

 

The idea isn’t Christ physically nourished Israel in the wilderness: He wasn’t literally, physically in 

the manna or the water. The idea is Israel was spiritually nourished by Christ in the wilderness, like 

we’re spiritually nourished by Christ in the church: 

• Jesus is our spiritual food; He’s our spiritual drink.  

• John 6:35 Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 

• Christ satisfies us spiritually. 

 

I’ll briefly share something from my life… 

 

Since becoming a Christian, there have been times I’ve struggled w/ contentment or covetousness; 

there have been times I had desires and longings:  

• Some have been good: like wanting to be married and have children. 

• Some have been bad; these were temptations toward sin. 

• These were all physical, emotional or mental desires and longings.  

But since becoming a Christian I’ve always been satisfied spiritually; I’ve never longed or desired 

like I did when I was Catholic. I’ve never woken up and thought… 

• What does Hinduism offer? 

• What does Mormonism offer? 

• What does Buddhism offer? 

• Where can I have this spiritual hunger and thirst satisfied? 

Everything I hungered and thirsted for spiritually, was – and has continued to be – satisfied in Christ 

When you know Christ, your spiritual hunger and thirst is satisfied. 

 

Christ offers this to us today, and He even offered it to Israel in the Old Testament, which is what’s 

meant in verse 4 they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was 

Christ. Again, notice we’re talking spiritually: it doesn’t say Jesus was a physical rock that 

followed them; it says He was a SPIRITUAL Rock that followed them.  

• This is talking about Christ spiritually satisfying Israel in the wilderness like He does w/ us 

today… 

• This is talking about Christ being the spiritual Rock for Israel in the wilderness, like He’s the 

spiritual Rock for us in the church: 

o 1 Pet 2:18 Christ has become the chief cornerstone the church is built on. 

o Matt 16:18 On this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 

prevail against it.  

---- 

Let me summarize the first four verses by saying this… 

 



The Preincarnate Jesus Christ was w/ Israel supernaturally leading them, protecting them and 

providing for them when they were experiencing temptations during their trials in the wilderness. 

And Paul wants his readers to know Christ is with us when we experience temptations during trials. 

 
5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. 

 

Sadly we just finished reading about all God did for Israel, and now we have to read this.  

 

To do everything God did… 

• The miraculous deliverance from Egypt… 

• The parting of the Red Sea… 

• The miraculous food and water and protection… 

God looked very pleased w/ Israel, but now we’re told He wasn’t pleased w/ them at all…and that’s 

really an understatement. God was so displeased that after everything He did for them, He let their 

bbodies [be] scattered in the wilderness.  

 

The strong point is God’s great kindness up to that point was no guarantee they wouldn’t be 

punished if they gave in to temptation.  

 

And remember, why is Paul writing all this? He’s writing it as an example to us. Paul wants us to 

know that no matter how much God loves, no matter how much kindness He has shown to us, if we 

give in to temptation we’re going to be disciplined too. 

---- 

Now Paul discusses some of the temptations they gave in to that led to their discipline… 

 
6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things 

as they also lusted.  

 

This is referring to Num 11 when they lusted after – of all things – meat: Num 11:4 “Who will give 

us meat? 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the 

leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all 

except this manna before our eyes!” Please remember this is the first mention of them complaining 

about the manna. 

 

Even though verse 6 says they lusted after evil things as though meat is evil; the idea is they were 

lusting after things God didn’t want them to have. He gave them manna, but that wasn’t good enough 

for them. That made their lusting evil. Their sin was complaining, discontentment and ingratitude. 

 

And notice the words WE should not lust after evil things as they [did].  

 

Paul has moved from talking ABOUT Israel to talking TO us. Paul wants things to go differently w/ 

his readers – us – than they went for Israel in the wilderness. He’s saying when we face the same 



temptations Israel faced – to complain, be discontent and lack gratitude – we need to resist those 

temptations.  

--- 

The next temptation… 

 
7 And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to 

eat and drink, and rose up to play.” (Exo 32:6).  

 

This is referring to the sin w/ the Golden Calf. When Moses went up on the mountain w/ God: Exo 

32:1 The people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the people gathered 

together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this 

Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become 

of him.” 

 

Notice the words do not become idolaters. Again, Paul is warning us about committing the same sin 

as Israel.  

 

This is particularly interesting if we remember Moses was their leader and he represented Christ to 

them… 

 

How did they become idolaters? Moses was gone from them for a little while and they decided to 

find – or I should say make – another leader: a golden calf.  

 

The application is we can become idolaters when we turn from Christ and find – or make for 

ourselves – another leader. 

---- 

The next temptation… 

 
8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three 

thousand fell;  

 

This is referring to Num 25 when Israel committed harlotry w/ the Moabite women.  

 

Notice the words nor let us commit. Paul wants to make sure we don’t give in to the same 

temptation they gave into: sexual immorality. In the world we live in, sexual immorality is one of the 

most common – and even encouraged – sins. 

---- 

The next temptation… 

 
9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 

 

This is referring to Num 21 when they complained about – again – the manna: Num 21:5 “Why 

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and our soul loathes THIS WORTHLESS BREAD.” 

 



The manna prefigured the true bread from heaven, Jesus Christ, and what did they just say about it? 

• They said they hated it.  

• They said it was worthless.  

They didn’t want the bread from heaven, so what did they get instead? And something really 

interesting happened when they rejected the bread from heaven. What did they get instead? Serpents.  

 

It’s a somewhat fitting picture: reject the bread from heaven and get the serpent. 

 

This might also be why this verse says something for the first time: notice the words they tempted 

Christ. 

 

We talked about how much Christ was w/ Israel in the wilderness, and He was w/ them so intimately 

that when Israel gave in to temptation they tempted [Him]. Why does it say they were tempting 

Him? B/c after everything Christ had done for them – everything we discussed in verses 1 through 4 

– they still… 

• Complained… 

• Lusted after evil things… 

• Committed idolatry… 

• Engaged in sexual immorality… 

 

What does it mean that they tempted Christ?  

• They tempted His patience… 

• They tempted His kindness… 

• They tempted His mercy… 

Basically they tempted Him to punish them, which is what He did. 

 

So there’s a somewhat tragic twist that took place: when Israel gave in to temptation, they went from 

being the ones tempted to being the ones doing the tempting. 

 

When Moses was making his farewell speech to Israel before they went into the Promised Land in 

Deut 6:16 he said You shall not TEMPT the LORD your God as you tempted Him in Massah.  

 

Massah means tempting, and the location got this name from Moses, who named it after the behavior 

of the Israelites.. Moses said, “You shouldn’t tempt God like you tempted God in tempting.” 

 

A number of the psalms look back on Israel’s time in the wilderness, and as you can imagine they 

don’t do so very favorably. Listen to these verses: 

• Psa 78:41 Again and again they tempted God. 

• Psa 78:56 They tested and provoked the Most High God. 

• Psa 95:8 Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the 

wilderness, 9 When your fathers TESTED Me.  

• Psa 106:14 [Israel] lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, And tested God in the desert. 

 

And since this is supposed to serve as an example to us, this brings us to our last lesson… 



 

LESSON 3: WE TEMPT CHRIST WHEN WE GIVE IN TO TEMPTATION. 

 

Notice the words nor let us tempt Christ. When Israel gave in to temptation, they tempted Christ, 

and Paul is making the point that when we give in to temptation we tempt Christ.  

 

We’ll elaborate on this a little more in a moment; for now look at verse 10 to see what happened to 

them as a result of tempting Christ… 

 
10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 

 

We’ve already discussed Israel complaining, but it is interesting to see this sin mentioned here… 

 

We’ve got a list of sins from Paul: 

• Lusting after evil… 

• Idolatry… 

• Sexual immorality… 

And at the end of the list – the sin that finally moved the destroyer to start destroying people – we 

see complaining. It doesn’t seem to fit, but it reminds us that complaining is a serious sin, and the 

words nor complain are Paul’s way of telling us to make sure we don’t complain like Israel. 

 

Verse 9 discussed some of the Israelites being destroyed by serpents, and this verse discusses some 

of the Israelites being destroyed by the destroyer: 

• The Destroyer went through Egypt at the first Passover: Exo 12:23 The LORD will pass 

through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 

doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into 

your houses to strike you. 

• The Destroyer went through Jerusalem after David numbered the people: 2 Sam 24:16 The 

Angel stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, [but] he LORD relented from 

the destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, “It is enough; now 

restrain your hand.” 

• The Destroyer killed the entire Assyrian army that was besieging Jerusalem in Hezekiah’s day: 

2 Kin 19:35 The Angel of the LORD went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one 

hundred and eighty-five thousand. 

And the same destroyer – the Angel of the Lord – killed thousands of Israelites b/c of their 

complaining. 

 

If you remember the sermons on Abraham and Isaac, the Angel of the Lord is the preincarnate Jesus 

Christ. So the contrast that takes place in this chapter is almost hard to imagine: 

• The beginning of the chapter discuss all the protection, provision and kindness the Israelites 

experienced from Christ. 

• But then these verses discuss all the discipline they experienced from Christ when they gave in 

to temptation. 

 



11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come (this is Paul’s way of referring to us, or 

everyone following Christ’s First Coming). 

 

Paul reminds us for the second time that Israel is supposed to serve as an example to us, but he also 

adds that everything written about them was written for our admonition – some bibles say our 

instruction – but these words aren’t really strong enough. The Greek word for admonition or 

instruction would be better understood as warning. The same word is used in Titus 3:10 when it 

says reject a divisive man after the first and second ADMONITION, or first and second warning.  

 

Now let me be clear about what Paul isn’t saying and what he is saying… 

• Paul isn’t discussing salvation; he isn’t saying the Israelites who died in the wilderness lost 

their salvation.  

• But he is saying many Israelites experienced great blessings from Christ, and then experienced 

great discipline from Him when they gave in to temptation and tempted Him. 

And if this is supposed to serve as examples and warnings for us, what should we learn? 

 

Believers can experiences great blessings from Christ, but if we give in to temptation and tempt 

Christ, we can also experience great discipline from Him.  

 

This is a sobering chapter. We should look at these verses and ask what could cause God to… 

• Be so displeased… 

• Scatter bodies in the wilderness… 

• Destroy people w/ serpents… 

• Destroy people w/ the destroyer… 

The answer is giving in to temptation. The temptations discussed in these verses… 

• Lusting for evil things in verse 6… 

• Idolatry in verse 7… 

• Sexual immorality in verse 8… 

• Complaining in verse 9… 

These verses teach us two things primarily… 

 

We need to be ruthless when it comes to temptation, and when we’re not we’re tempting Christ to 

discipline us. 

 

Rom 11:22 says to consider the goodness and the severity of God. 

 

The Lord looks very severe in some of the verses, but I want to close by also asking you to consider 

His goodness in giving us this chapter: He’s shown to be very gracious and loving by…  

• Giving us examples to learn from… 

• Warning us… 

And why does God do that? B/c He doesn’t want to have to discipline us any more than we want to 

have to discipline our own children. 

 



So let’s think about the ways each of us are most tempted when we go through trials, and let’s try to 

prepare our minds and hearts ahead of time by reading God’s Word and praying for strength in these 

areas where we’re weak. 

 

My hope is this morning’s sermon might serve as a warning for all of us to fight the temptations we 

face during trials.  

 

LET’S REVIEW THESE LESSONS: 

LESSON 1: THERE ARE TEMPTATIONS IN TRIALS TO (PART I) GET ANGRY, (PART II) 

DOUBT GOD, (PART III) DISOBEY GOD, (PART IV) COMPLAIN. 

LESSON 2: CHRIST IS WITH US WHEN WE EXPERIENCE TEMPTATION DURING TRIALS. 

LESSON 3: WE TEMPT CHRIST WHEN WE GIVE IN TO TEMPTATION. 


