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Sermon Notes 
Guest Minister, Rev. Rodney Vermeulen 

Our Deep Need for Redemption 
Ruth 1:1-5; Judges 2:6-23 

One covenant family’s story calls out for redemption.  
We’ll consider… 

I. The ominous time stamp of this story 

II. The actions of the family at the centre of the story  

III. The emptiness of the women after the first 10 years of this story 
IV.

 

Coming Up: 
11/19/23 PM Service:  

Guest Minister, Rev. Rodney Vermeulen 
Redemption Begins with Return 

Ruth 1:22 
11/26/23 AM Service: 

The Suffering of the Son of Man 
The Triumphal Entry of the King 

Luke 19:28-40 

Worship Guide
Preparing for Public Worship: Part 2

Since it is both a great privilege and serious responsibility of
every Christian to worship God together with the people of
God every Lord’s Day, we should ask, “what should be our
daily preparation?” Another way to ask the question is, “what

should I be doing to reflect a lifestyle of worship?” The easiest way to
figure this out is to simply look to our churches.

Every element of a worship service has its purpose, and, with an ex-
ception of the Sacraments and the preaching of the Word, we have every
reason to repeat these elements frequently outside of the Lord’s Day. We
should consider how the ordinarymeans of gracewhich exist inside of the
worship service can be brought into our everyday life. Paul brings this to
light in Colossians 3, where he explains the nature of a “new self”: “If then
you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.” This, of course, in no way, can
replace the corporate nature of the service where Christ speaks to His
people and His people collectively respond in worship to the Almighty
God of heaven and earth.

However, it is a command to the new heart to seek the things of God.
This is practical for our lives, and not just for preparing for worship on
the Lord’s Day. Paul later instructs us, as new selves, to: “Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thank-
fulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”

So, we are to dwell with each other, as husbands and wives, parents
and children, masters and servants, and do everything in the name of the
Lord, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, along with teaching
and admonishing one another in all wisdom! We do this faithfully by
praying daily, reading God’s Word daily, by singing as families and as
brothers and sisters daily, and being gracious with our neighbors and the
larger world.

How can we expect to devote ourselves rightly to God on the Lord’s
Day if we are not first prepared to understand and love Him in our every-
day lives? Through the ordinary acts of prayer, singing, reading the scrip-
tures, andbrotherly or sisterly fellowshipwe are nourishing our souls and
preparing our hearts for the divine worship of our King.

“You are serving the Lord Christ.” - Colossians 3:24b

The Lord’s Day Morning 
Sunday, November 19, 2023, 9:30 a.m. 

Guest Minister, Rev. Rodney Vermeulen, Presiding 
Ruling Elder Mr. LeRoy Osborn, Assisting 

* The Silent Preparation 
* The Announcements 
* The Greeting and Call to Worship 

Psalm 81:1  
* The Hymn of Praise see bulletin 

Praise to the Lord The Almighty  
* The Prayer of Invocation and Adoration  
* The Reading of the Law and Confession of Sin see bulletin 

Exodus 20:4-6; Isaiah 40:18; Isaiah 44:9, 18-20; 2 Samuel 24:10b  
* The Gospel Promise  see bulletin 

John 3:14-16 
* The Response of Thanksgiving see bulletin 

Psalm 75:1 
* The Doxology 
* The Pastoral Prayer 
* The Old Testament Reading 

Leviticus 23:4-14 
* The New Testament Reading  

John 1:35-51 
* The Prayer of Thanksgiving 
* The Worship of God with Our Offerings 
* The Songs of Preparation 

All Glory, Laud and Honor see bulletin 
Psalm 89:7-14 - God is Revered Psalm 89B 

* The Prayer of Illumination 
* The Preaching of God’s Word  

Guest Minister, Rev. Rodney Vermeulen 
Our Deep Need for Redemption 

Ruth 1:1-5; Judges 2:6-23 
* The Prayer of Application 
* The Song of Response   

Psalm 33:6-22 - The LORD by His Word Has Created Psalm 33C 
* The Benediction 
* The Gloria Patri  
* — Please stand as you are able. Following Scriptural principle for public prayer (Neh. 

9:2-4, 2 Chron. 20:5-13; Mark 11:25), we follow in the footsteps of the early church and 
our Presbyterian heritage in standing for most of the public prayers.



Praise to the LORD, theAlmighty
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CCLI # 473612
Paraphrase of Psalm 103
Joachim Neander, 1680

LOBE DEN HERREN. 14.14.4.7.8.
© 2015. Stralsund Gesangbüch, 1665.
From The Trinity Hymnal (Rev.) 1990

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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CCLI # 473612
Theodulph of Orleans, ca. 820
Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1854; alt.

ST. THEODULPH. 7.6.7.6.D
Melchoir Teschner, ca. 1615

From The Trinity Hymnal (Rev.) 1990

The Reading of the Law 
Exodus 20:4-6; Isaiah 40:18; 44:9, 18-20 

You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve 
them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those 
who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love 
me and keep my commandments. 
To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? 
All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not 
profit. Their witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to 
shame. 
They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that 
they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand. No one 
considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, “Half of it I 
burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have 
eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down 
before a block of wood?” He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him 
astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, “Is there not a lie in my right 
hand?” 

The Confession of Sin 
2 Samuel 24:10b 

I have sinned greatly in what I have done. But now, O LORD, please take 
away the iniquity of your servant, for I have done very foolishly. 

The Gospel Promise 
John 3:14-16 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

The Response of Thanksgiving 
Psalm 75:1 

We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near. We 
recount your wondrous deeds.


