EXPOSITION OF MARK p. 342
Message #58 Mark 15:1-15

The pledge of allegiance is a pledge we say tdldéigeof the United States of America. It was
originally written by George Balch in 1887 and isvater revised by Francis Bellamy in 1892.
It was formally adopted by Congress in 1942.

Now one of the things recited in the pledge is tivater the flag of the United States there is
supposed to be “justice for all.” It doesn’t matiat the race of the person, what the rank of a
person, what the gender of a person, what the fite @erson; there is supposed to be “justice
for all.” What is right and just is supposed thealace for everyone with no partiality.

But frankly, it doesn’t work like that. If you havenough money or enough political clout you
can skirt justice. If you have enough power yon lbze above the law. Things that would get
the average person in legal trouble won’t get yolegal trouble if you know the right people.

This fact, and it is a fact, is not a new phenomnetacthe United States. This fact was fully
operative in Biblical times. If you have enougHifpcal power you can get away with murder.
If you don’t believe that, just take a look at whappened to Jesus Christ.

What we need to understand is that for the mostrpast politicians (not all) are not really
interested in the truth of the Word of God andttiaéh as it relates to Jesus Christ. This was true
in Christ’s day and this is true in our day. Sacyoliticians, for the most part, have never been
in love with God’s Word and the Lord. In factthifey are given a choice between obeying the
Word of God or maintaining their political stattisey do not, for the most part, choose the Word
of God.

For example. The Islamic religion is a false religthat makes total mockery of Jesus Christ.
Mormonism is a false religion that makes total negiof Jesus Christ. Do you think most
leaders will say that?

This struggle between the political world and J&Shast was fully operative when Jesus Christ
was here on earth. The politicians turned agaiist Hn fact, the politicians were instrumental
in Jesus being executed on a cross.

One politician is specifically singled out and hame was Pilate. Josephus (A.D. 37-100), the
Jewish historian, said it was Pilate who condentDledst to the cross. Tacitus (A.D. 56-120),
the Roman historian, said that Christ receiveddideth penalty from Pontius Pilate. So you
cannot separate the political world from the spaitworld and you also cannot help but see the
political world is corrupt.But what the politicians didn’t realize is that this death of Jesus
Christ was all part of the plan of God so sinnersauld be saved.

What we see here is this:
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THE KEY POLITICIAN PILATE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN THE C  RUCIFIXION OF
JESUS CHRIST, BUT THIS CRUCIFIXION WAS ALL PART OF THE SOVEREIGN
PLAN OF GOD TO PROVIDE SALVATION FOR SINNERS.

In this text we move from the religious leaderdsoéel to the political world of the Romans.
Jesus has been condemned by every religious iistitin existence, but to get Him crucified
you needed the support of secular government. Tbel not execute someone without Roman
approval, so very early in the morning they goateilup out of bed.

We read irverse lthat very early in the morning a whole bunch difyfeus leaders hauled
Jesus to see Pilate.

The chief priests were in on this—the ruling psesitthe temple.

The elders were in on this—the leaders of socidlrahgious life.

The scribes were in on this—the scholars of théeBib

The whole council or Sanhedrin was in on this—#lgious group that oversaw everything.
They all wanted Jesus Christ dead.

Now Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea from. 28336. Judea was under the political
control of Rome and the Caesar of Rome (Tiberipppated governors to run things for the
government in various provinces. Pilate had belearsh ruler. Frankly, he did not like the
Jewish people and their religious customs.

Pilate lived in Caesarea on the Mediterranean déass 23:23). But he would often make
political appearances in Jerusalem, especially wihemain festivals occurred. Passover time
was a good time for him to be there because lofewish people could see him. This was good
politics for him to make an appearance before theses. But he lived in Caesarea.

In 1961 a two foot by three foot stone was foun@aesarea that read in Latin: “Pontius Pilate,
Prefect of Judea, has presented the Tiberieunet@#esareans.” This was obviously some
building or monument that Pilate dedicated to TilmeCaesar (Mark Straudsxegetical
Commentary on the New Testament-Mark, p. 673).

When he was in Jerusalem, he stayed at Herod’sealhich was located to the N.W. of the
Temple. Big time political leaders don’t stay onge “Red Roof Inn” or “Motel 6.” So the Jews
led Christ to appear before Pilate early in thenmng.

There are three main events that Mark brings org imvolving Pilate:

EVENT #1 —Pilate questions Jesus Chrid6:2-5

When Jesus got before Pilate, Pilate asked hine tiuestions:
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Question #1 -Are you the King of the Jews?5:2

This is was one of the things the Jews are allegifftey are alleging that Jesus is trying to usurp
the authority of Caesar by saying, “He is king.”h& Pilate asks Him the question, it is a politi-
cally charged question.

Now this title “the King of the Jews” is used ftwetfirst time in Mark right there and it will
become a title that will be repeated often conegyi@hrist from here on out (15:2, 9, 12, 18,
26).

This title was closely connected with Him being Messiah and the King of Israel (15:32).
Now the religious leaders were using these titesmbck Jesus Christ, but the fact is, He not
only was the King of the Jews and King of Israed #me Messiah, but He is the King of Kings
and one day He will be seen and honored as that (FRel6).

Now the answer Christ gives werse 2is “It is as you say.” So Jesus is affirming thiatis in

fact the King of the Jews but He is doing so inlat€s understanding context. Let me explain.
Pilate is thinking about Jesus being some Jewislg,Kiolitically speaking. He has no idea of
the ramifications to this statement. In fact, Jbhings out this very point concerning Pilate in
John 18:34-37. Jesus says to Pilate, “yes asapardd think.” 1 am the King of the Jews, but
frankly your understanding of My real identity & fbeyond anything you can begin to grasp.

| am King and My sovereignty is not even of thisrlso

Now according toverse 3 when the chief priests heard this they startekimgeaccusations
against Christ. Mark doesn’t say what they wdreke tells us they were saying He was
subverting the nation and forbidding the peoplpdg taxes to Caesar and claiming to be
Messiah and King (Luke 23:2). Mark simply saysytiwere accusing Him “harshly.” The
imperfect tense of the verb “accuse” means thegwara verbal rampage of continual and
intense accusations.

They probably alleged that He broke the Mosaic lbawt defiled the Temple and undermined
religious and political authority. They were rgadlssaulting Him.

Question #2 -Why don’t you_answer their accusation3:4a

In Greek, Mark uses a double negative (ouk, outtedgscribe the fact that Jesus was absolutely
silent. Jesus is standing there and not sayingrd.w

Pilate could not believe that Jesus didn’t say edwdle did not try to verbally defend Himself.
Now Pilate had been in enough of these settingadav that most people who are being tried in
a capital punishment case speak up and defend éhasas Not Jesus. He just stood there. He
just listened to the false allegations and nevedtio even defend Himself.
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Question #3 -Do you see and understand all the charges thaderebring against youP5:4b

Pilate must have thought maybe He doesn’t evenrstatel what they are saying. He says do
you see all of these charges they are bringinghaggou? Do you understand all of this?
Do you realize what is happening here?

According toverse 5 Pilate was amazed that Jesus did not open Hisimtowerbally defend
Himself. Again Mark uses the double negative “oakgen” which means Jesus is stone silent.

Pilate could not figure this out. He had no iddg/Wwesus wouldn’t defend Himself, but we
know. Isaiah told us whyHe would not open His mouth but would be like a larh led to
slaughter (Is. 53:7). Why would He permit these things to happen to Hiftie reason is
because of our sin and our transgression.

Jesus had said multiple times that He was goirggdatusalem to die as a ransom for our sins
(Mark 9:31; 10:33, 45).

EVENT #2 —Pilate questions the crowd concerning clemencyésus Christ15:6-11

Back during Roman times there were two ways a pecsald be released. A Roman leader
could pronounce acquittal on someone not yet conddmand he could pardon a prisoner who
was already condemned.

Pilate knew Jesus did not deserve to dien fact, his conclusion was | can find nothing in
Jesus that makes Him guilty of death (John 18:38).

Pilate decided to appeal to a Jewish Passovermusatarhich he normally would grant some
prisoner a “Passover clemency.” He probably figureat Jesus is real popular with these Jewish
people so if | give them the choice, they will Bde Jesus.

According toverse 7 there was a man named Barabbas who was in gosomurdering a man

in some insurrection uprising. Barabbas was aenldn insurrectionist and a murderer. In the
first century there were many different uprisingaiast Rome from those who sought to over-
throw the government. Barabbas was some “Jewestdém fighter.”

Many people were poor and there were some rebadshated Roman authority and those who
were wealthy and they would steal and even kidbm8 of the people viewed these insurrec-
tionists as almost a Robin Hood, who would steahfthe rich and give to the poor.

According toverse 8 the crowd went to Pilate and asked him to graPlassover clemency to
one of the prisoners. We aren’t sure who “the cfo. | am convinced though that most in the
crowd didn’t even know that Jesus had been arrested
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It is possible that some of the people were in oghwith the religious leaders, but probably this
was more of a fan club for Barabbas and the croatbeged to see if they could get him out.

Verse 9says that when Pilate saw the crowd, he asked tleeyou want me to release for you
the King of the Jews? He probably figured they dd@ay, “Yes.”

Verse 10says Pilate knew that the reason they were agaessis is because they were jealous of
Him. Pilate saw that and knew that. He knew Jasassinnocent.

He assumed that they would want him to releas&ihg and miracle worker who had done so
much for so many.

But according toverse 11 the chief priests stirred up the crowd and getdiowd to ask Pilate
to release Barabbas. This is amazing. They sowebavinced and manipulated this crowd to
do evil. They convinced them to choose Barabbas d&sus.

The chief priests were persuasive. Religious lesadan often get a crowd to do just the opposite
of what is right. They know how to stir up the pto Do not be deceived. False religions and
false religious leaders can persuasively lead ymlyaur family right into hell.

Now it was probably at about this point when Pikteife came in to Pilate and said you better
let Jesus go (Matt. 27:19). She had a sense #sssamething he had better not do. But Pilate
did not listen.

EVENT #3 —Pilate decides to crucify Jesus Chri$k:12-15

The people’s choice put Pilate in a real quand&iNate knew Jesus was innocent. He did not
see Jesus as some threat against him or Romenedietkat these religious leaders were acting
from evil and personal motives.

In fact, those Jews said if you release Jesus oo a friend of Caesar (John 19:12). They are
literally blackmailing Pilate. Pilate was in ake@ess here. These evil Jews would tattle on him
to Caesar and he could be in trouble here. S@wedcin to their pressure.

The problem with Pilate is the problem of most pakns, they want the support of the people
and they know when to back down for their own paditgood. When a politician is faced with
what is right, versus the will of the people, mokthe time “right loses.”

Pilate said if you want Barabbas, what shall | dihdesus, your Kin@gl5:12)? Since when
does a Roman official consult the people regarglidgial decisions?

According toverse 13 the crowd started yelling crucify Him, crucify i
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According toverse 14 Pilate asked what evil has He done? In factjrtiperfect tense of the
verb indicates that Pilate kept asking the quesii@r and over again. But the crowd does not
answer him. They just keep shouting crucify Himuotfy Him.

So inverse 15you come to the typical response of a politiciamshing to satisfy the crowd.”
Most politicians don’t care about the Word of Gaduill of God. All they want to do is satisfy
the crowd. That is their goal.

So wishing to satisfy the crowd, Pilate releasethBbas and after scourging Jesus, he handed
Him over to be crucified. He probably beat Chiisbhking the crowd might think that’s enough,
let him go, but it didn’t work.

Pilate allows Jesus to be scourged with a whipwhatld tear into His skin, muscles and bone
and he allows Him to be led away to be crucified ha knows He is innocent. He is a politician
who is only interested in satisfying the crowd.

Pilate did not feel good about this; he felt dirtye got some water and started washing his
hands (Matt. 27:24); but you cannot wash away gouvith water. You cannot get rid of your
guilt by some ritualistic baptism.

What happened to Pilate? There are two viewsabdbestion: 1) Caligula ordered him to be
given a choice of execution or suicide, to whictchese suicide. 2) Pilate committed suicide
of his own choice in A.D. 39.

Now of course the reason Jesus stood there andh®@oWwas because He was going to that cross
to save sinners. All need to think very seriowput this. No religion can save you. No
religious ritual can save you. Only Jesus Chast save you. This is why He came into this
world.

If you trust in anything but Jesus Christ to sawa from your sins, you are as guilty as the
religious leaders and Pilate because you are dgmo He is and what He came here to do for
you.

It was our sin that put Jesus on that cross apaufwill believe on Him, He will save you from
all of your sins.



