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I seriously do hate to break into Hebrews six, especially after giving the introductory 

message last week, a message that introduced the theology of the warning passages. But I 

am going to do something this morning that I have never done before. I am going to give 

an election sermon.   

 

Now I didn’t say I am going to preach on election, because I have done that many times 

before.  This is different and through the course of this week it occurred to me over and 

over again that I would have to be pretty dull to not realize that this upcoming election on 

Tuesday is on the minds of many people. And, in fact, there is a lot of anxiety.  And from 

talking to people I would say even some fear.   

 

Make no mistake what is going to happen on Tuesday is important and the issues are 

important.  But I don’t want to minimize for a second the importance of what is going to 

happen on Tuesday.  But what I want to do is I want to emphasize a few things this 

morning that are more important that what is going to happen on Tuesday. 

 

There are things that are more important than what will happen this coming Tuesday. 

And I would remind you this morning that the people of God have always been 

controlled by the Word of God, the character or God, the promises of God—and in dark, 

tumultuous times—God has always had a Word for his true people and it is that Word 

that sustains them. It is that Word that strengthens them. It is that Word that instills 

courage and faith within them and so it is today. 

 

I believe from the bottom of my heart that Isaiah eight and 1 Peter three are God’s Word 

for us today. Now in Isaiah chapter eight there are two things that are happening that give 

us the background.  The first is this.  In the course of Isaiah, by the time you get to Isaiah 

chapter eight, verses 11 to 15 the leadership of Israel was being exposed for what it was.  

In the course of Isaiah’s ministry we come to this king Ahaz.   

 

Ahaz was pretentious in claiming to actually know the Lord and care what the Lord had 

said to him.  And, in fact, when the prophet visits Ahaz in chapter seven Ahaz actually 

tells Isaiah, “Tell me what the Lord has for me.” And yet the reality is that Ahaz had 

already made up his mind what he was going to do.   
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King Ahaz had been informed. He had been shaped. He had been governed by the spirit 

of the age.  It was not the Word of God that had influenced and shaped Ahaz. It was the 

spirit of the age.  As a result Ahaz lacked moral and spiritual conviction. Although he 

was a man who said that he trusted in Yahweh, he did not obey Yahweh’s Word and, in 

fact, his claims to moral courage and spiritual conviction were simply a sham.   

 

Isaiah, as the prophet, is beginning to expose Ahaz for the sham that he was. Ahaz’ 

fundamental problem was that he was relying on worldly power and the powers of the 

nations.  Isaiah’s message to Ahaz was, “You need to be trusting God.” And yet Ahaz, 

while saying with his mouth, “I trust God,” actually was looking to Assyria for his help.   

 

Now Ahaz had a motivation and the motivation in relying on Assyria, the motivation to 

looking to worldly power was to rescue his dynasty. His motivation was to make certain 

alliances with nations in order to protect his own dynasty and his nation. But the reality 

of what was happening is that while he was making these alliances, right under God’s 

nose, while he was making alliances with Assyria and with Egypt, all he was doing is he 

wasn’t securing the protection of anything. He was securing the destruction of himself, 

his own dynasty and eventually the nation.   

 

Ahaz was a bad king.  In fact, Ahaz was a rotten ruler.  As a matter of fact, Ahaz was 

corrupt to his core.  He disregarded the Word of the Lord.  He disobeyed the prophet. He 

would end up being judged by God. But notice, Ahaz was put on the throne by God.   

 

It is God who establishes rulers and kings. It is God who is sovereign over those who 

rule. In fact, it would be the prophet Daniel who would tell us. And he certainly did not 

live in any idyllic nation. He lived under Nebuchadnezzar. And Daniel would tell us: 

 

Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever, For wisdom and power 

belong to Him. It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He 

removes kings and establishes kings.
1
 

 

That’s the testimony of the Word of God. Governing authority has been put into place by 

the sovereign hand of God.   

 

Isaiah tells us that. Romans 13 tells us that. Daniel two, Daniel four.  Repeatedly 

throughout Scripture it is God who sovereignly raises up rules. And I would ask you to 

make sure that you are reminded of that on Tuesday.   

 

The second thing that was happening was that the remnant of Israel was being defined in 

the process.  The remnant of Israel was being defined in the process. As the leadership 

was being exposed for what it was—faithless, unbelieving, self serving, hungry for 

power, reliant upon human power and wisdom—the remnant in that same process was 

being defined.  The remnant was becoming more and more clear because as the nation 

Israel was increasingly politicized and increasingly secularized even though profession of 

faith in Yahweh was probably at an all time high, there was a people within the people 

                                                 
1
 Daniel 2:20 
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who were resisting both wind and tide.  There was a people within the people that was 

actually becoming more and more defined, more and more pronounced, more and more 

obvious, more and more front and center in the life of the nation. And that people within 

a people was called the remnant. 

 

What marked them, what defined them is that the remnant absolutely refused to look to 

Assyria for help.  The remnant actually refused to think according to the zeitgeist, 

according to the spirit of the age. They refused to be influenced, formed and shaped in 

their thinking by the spirit of the age. They refused to be politicized. They refused to be 

secularized, but rather there was a fundamental defining commitment among this people 

within a people and that was a commitment to the Word of God at all costs, turning to 

God alone in repentance and faith and obedience.  To them what mattered most was not 

the ensuing international crisis. To them what mattered most was not being on the cusp of 

God’s judgment, to them what mattered most was a fundamental commitment to live out 

according to the Word of God in repentance and faith and obedience.  And that is what 

drove them no matter what was happening with kings and kingdoms and rulers and 

nations.  

 

Now most certainly the remnant would not be immune from the coming calamity.  It is 

not as if somehow the coming calamity would pass over the houses of the remnant like 

the plagues of Egypt. The remnant actually would not be immune from that coming 

calamity, but they would not be swept away with a sense of hopelessness and despair.  

Although not immune from the calamity that was coming, they were immune from the 

hopelessness and despair because they had banked their hope on God and his Word. And 

when your hope is anchored in God and his Word, no matter what comes our way we are 

not swept away with the hopelessness of the world.   

 

Thos are the two things that were happening and that brings us to verses 11 to 15, Isaiah’s 

words, literally God’s words to the remnant.   

 

Isaiah in many places in the book represents that faithful remnant. And we read this. “For 

thus the LORD spoke to me with mighty power...”
2
  Literally with the strength of his 

hand, “and [he] instructed me.”
3
 

 

The very first thing that we notice in the midst of God’s words to his faithful people is 

this. The source of peace in tumultuous times is the Word of the Lord. Notice clearly 

Yahweh spoke to me with his strong arm or his strong hand upon me.   

 

For Isaiah the most important thing was not what Ahaz was saying nor the political courts 

of Assyria. What the important thing was was what God was saying. And so Isaiah takes 

tremendous comfort that God’s mouth has spoken and his hand was present with power. 

 

By the way, in the Old Testament, often times God’s mouth and God’s hand or arm 

actually come together as a metaphor to mean what God has promised with his words he 

                                                 
2
 Isaiah 8:11 

3
 Ibid.  
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will fulfill with his power.  And so there is a certitude that the people of God had that 

when the mouth of the Lord has spoken the hand of the Lord will fulfill what he has said.  

And so right there it is the Word of the Lord coming with power that sustains and 

strengthens Isaiah and the remnant in the midst of the tumultuous times. And what we see 

in the Old Testament is time and time again, it is the Word of the Lord that delivers his 

people not from calamity, necessarily, but from despair. And it is the Word of the Lord 

that comes and gives his people stability in the midst of difficult days.  

 

And so Isaiah would say later in that book that God’s Word never returns void. It always 

accomplishes what he sends it out to accomplish.
4
  And then he could turn around and he 

could say, “To this one I will look who is humble and contrite of heart and him who 

trembles at my Word.”
5
 Not trembles at the Word of the politicians, not trembles at the 

Word of the spin doctors, not trembles at the Word of the New York Times or the 

Jerusalem Post or whatever else you may be reading. It is those who tremble at the word 

of the Lord that God looks upon with favor.   

 

And so the instruction that God gives to his people is this. “Cling to my Word. Hope in 

my promise. Deliverance from despair and hopelessness comes not through a party, not 

through politics, but through my sovereign Word.”   

 

Now that Word is going to come to Isaiah and the remnant in three parts of instruction. 

And you could actually summarize those three parts of instruction like this: separation, 

sanctification and protection.   

 

First instruction from God’s Word in tumultuous times, separation.  Notice what the 

Word says, not to walk in the way of this people saying, “You are not to say, ‘It is a 

conspiracy!’ In regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, And you are not to fear 

what they fear or be in dread of it.”
6
 

 

The very first thing that God says to his people on the brink of this Assyrian crisis is, “Be 

different. Be separate. First of all, don’t walk in their way.” 

 

What does Isaiah mean?  What does God mean? He is talking about the entirety of their 

lifestyle. Don’t think their thoughts after them. Don’t imbibe their ideas. Don’t embrace 

their priorities. Don’t think through their own world view. You don’t think.  You don’t 

live. You don’t conduct yourself like they conduct yourself. 

 

And I would remind you. That is applicable whether you are talking about Democrats or 

Republicans. We are to be a people who are set apart, completely different. We are to 

think differently. We are to act differently. And God says, “There is a separation in life 

and thought in the way that you live.” 

 

                                                 
4
 See Isaiah 55:11 

5
 See Isaiah 66:2.  

6
 Isaiah 8:12 
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And then he says, “Don’t’ call a conspiracy what they call a conspiracy.”
7
 

 

Now the conspiracy here that God is talking about is probably what the people of Israel 

were saying about Isaiah and his disciples.  The conspiracy probably went something like 

this.  Since Isaiah and his Word centered disciples are not on board with Ahaz’ pro 

Assyrian policies, what is really happening is that there is an unpatriotic conspiracy going 

on with these people.   

 

Isaiah and his followers by saying, “Don’t go with Ahaz, don’t trust the Assyrians, don’t 

buy in to these policies,” they are being un Israelite.  The slur: they are conspirators.  

“They are trying to overthrow the good of this country.  They are unpatriotic.  They don’t 

care about the things that they should care about. They are not driven by securing our 

national security and prosperity. They are driven by different priorities. They think 

differently than we do.  You know what? It is a big conspiracy.” 

 

And what God says to his people is very simple: Don’t assess the way that they assess.  

Do not waiver from the past of radical Word centered faith because they say to you that 

you are unpatriotic and even treasonous.   

 

By the way, Jeremiah would face the exact same slurs repeatedly throughout his ministry 

as he stood firm and faithful as a spokesman of Yahweh as being unpatriotic, unfaithful 

to his country and treasonous because his loyalty rest with God and his Word above his 

loyalty to the southern kingdom.  

 

E.J. Young says, “The nation was so lo spiritually, however, that when the prophets 

advocated that the theocracy act like a theocracy, they were accused of conspiracy. So it 

has always been.” 

 

Understand this.  If you are not willing to go with the status quo—red or blue—people 

will think that you are unpatriotic. If you aren’t driven by the things that drive everybody 

else, people will question your commitment.   

 

God says to his people, “You don’t assess the way they assess. You don’t think the way 

that they think and you don’t live the way that they live.” And then he turns around and 

this is the most powerful statement of all.  “And you don’t fear what they fear.” 

 

Don’t fear what they fear. Don’t be in dread of what they are in dread of.  Listen to me. 

Just as it was in the eighth century BC in Israel, so it is in the 21
st
 century America for 

those who are so politicized and secularized that that encompasses their entire world’s 

view.  

 

The sky is falling.  The sky is falling. The sky is falling. The sky is falling. And if you 

can’t see the sky is falling then you have got serious problems.  Alliances need to be 

made. Action needs to be taken.  Israel’s safety need to be secured. Something must be 

done. Do you not understand that we are on the brink of destruction? 

                                                 
7
 See Isaiah 8:12 
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Fear had gripped that nation and once again what God calls for is a separation of his 

people. He calls them not to give in to the spirit of the age. He calls them not to be afraid 

of what everybody else is afraid of. He calls them not to be in dread of what the 

politicized, secularized crowd is in dread of.   

 

Such fear is a sign that the people were clinging to the things of this life far too closely.   

 

God says, “You are not to fear what they fear.”
8
 

 

“But you don’t understand.  My retirement is on the line. You don’t understand.  We 

could be moving in a direction that changes the course of the whole history of our blessed 

country.” 

 

“Do not fear what they fear.” 

 

God’s purposes do not begin and end with the United States of America.   

 

Second instruction. See, some of you have got “unpatriotic.”  Fine.   

 

Second instruction in tumultuous times: Sanctification.  It is Yahweh of hosts himself 

whom you shall sanctify or make holy.
9
 

 

Now the idea of make holy is really not the idea of making God holy because God 

already holy. The idea is as captured in the NAS and others to regard him as holy or to 

honor him as holy.  So there is a separation. You don’t think the way they think. You 

don’t live the way they live. You don’t assess the way they assess. You don’t fear what 

they fear. But there is something that you must do and that is that you need to regard God 

as holy.  In this context, to sanctify Yahweh of hosts, of hosts significant, contextually 

sensitive name for God, Yahweh of hosts.  The Assyrians have an army. Egypt has an 

army.  Israel has an army, but the God that we are to sanctify is Yahweh of hosts, 

Yahweh of the armies of heaven.   

 

And so you sanctify him by looking upon him as the holy, sovereign Lord, the one who 

has all supreme holy power. Therefore if you sanctify Yahweh of hosts what does that 

mean?  That we will live a life of giving him glory by living in obedient fear. In other 

words, they are not to think like they think.  They are not to fear what they fear, but rather 

what are they to do?  They are to live life, they are to walk with an unswerving obedience 

to the sovereign Lord’s Word.  They are to honor God as the one who is set apart from all 

others. 

 

Brothers and sisters, you know this as well as I do. We are not supposed to fear men. We 

are to fear God alone.  When we set him apart in our affections so that his greatness and 

glory eclipses everything else, then all other avenues of rescue and redemption pale in 

                                                 
8
 Isaiah 8:12 

9
 See Isaiah 8:13 
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significance to the holy Lord of Israel. And that is what we are called to do.  To set him 

apart5 is to put him in the highest place.  To set him apart is to have the greatest value 

upon him.   

 

So don’t be afraid of what they are afraid of. Don’t think the way they think.  Sanctify 

Yahweh as Lord of hosts.   

 

And then it says, “He is your fear. He is your dread.”
10

   

 

Do not lose sight of this truth.  The remnant is not fearless. They just know who they are 

to fear.  And because they fear Yahweh, they do not need to fear anyone or anything else. 

If you truly have the fear of God in your heart, the biblical fear of the Lord. You can look 

at Tuesday without fear. You can look at Tuesday without fearing anyone or anything.  

Why? Because knowing that the Lord is the holy King, he is sovereignly in control. That 

compels our godly fear.  And it is not... so that we do not fear what the world fears, but 

we fear God alone.   

 

This is a struggle right now because people are consumed with what ifs.  And there are 

afraid of the what ifs.  And God says, “Don’t be afraid of the what ifs.  Fear the one who 

is sovereign over the what ifs.  Fear the one who is in control of the what ifs. Fear the one 

who is enthroned over the rulers of the nations.” 

 

The third instruction for tumultuous times is protection.  Notice it says, verse 14, “Then 

He shall become a sanctuary.”
11

  That is you honor God as holy. He is your fear. He is 

your dread.  He becomes you sanctuary. So you move from separation to sanctification to 

protection. The one who fears the Lord and honors him as holy has God as a sanctuary 

and a safe place, not protection from the calamity, but protection from hopeless and 

despair.   

 

To dwell in the sanctuary of God is to be near to God and to know God and to draw near 

to the love of God and to be secured that this God is good and he does good no matter 

what comes.  And so those who trust in God, believing his promises and obeying his 

Word, they end up finding him to be a sanctuary.  They end up finding him to be a refuge 

and a safe place.  But not everybody has that benefit from God.   

 

Notice very clearly Isaiah spends far more time on those who don’t than those who do.   

 

But to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble 

over, And a snare and a trap for the Inhabitants of Jerusalem. Many will 

stumble over them, Then they will fall and be broken; They will even be 

snared and caught.
12

 

 

                                                 
10

 See Isaiah 8:13 
11

 Isaiah 8:14 
12

 Isaiah 8:14-15 
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Relevant, applicable?  You had better believe it. Why?  Because those who in troubled 

times put their confidence in men and put their confidence in nations and put their 

confidence in alliances and policies and parties, these are the ones who will be terrified 

and so to ignore God and not to fear him, not to honor him as holy is not to have a 

sanctuary.  

 

To ignore him is actually to stumble over him.  To look elsewhere for help is to be snared 

by him.  To resist him is to be broken by him. And so here is what Isaiah is telling us. He 

is either your safety or he is your undoing. And if you are going to look to party and 

policies and politics and all the rest to be your salvation, then you cannot look to God. 

God will not be a co Savior with anyone.  And if you will not choose God as your 

sanctuary, you will not have a sanctuary. And, in fact, that God who has established 

himself as a sanctuary will end up being a rock that rolls right over you and destroys you, 

red or blue.   

 

How you respond to God as holy, how you respond to God as sovereign Lord will 

determine what he is for you.   

 

Now we don’t know what is going to happen on Tuesday.  I know what I want to happen 

on Tuesday and I know how I am praying for Tuesday.  But we don’t know what is going 

to happen on Tuesday. We do not know what will happen no matter who gets elected. 

 

Do you understand that?   

 

You don’t know what will happen. I mean, Ralph Nader could become president for all 

we know. We don’t know what is going to be... what is going to happen.   

 

But here is the...  I mentioned a candidate. That was not an endorsement or a whatever it 

is. 

 

Now, you need to understand very carefully. The Bible is addressing us for times like 

these and worse. And so the call is for us to be clear headed, straight thinking, sober 

minded people for the purpose of prayer. Why?  Because the end of all things is at hand.  

And it has been that way for 2000 years and therefore God calls us to a clear mindedness, 

a sobriety. And those who are prayer people—and I would remind all of us that although 

we do not know what will happen next week, we do not know what will happen on 

January 20
th

. We do not know what will happen in the year 2009. There are certain things 

that we do know and that is that our God is in the heavens and he does just what he 

pleases.
13

 

 

God is sovereign over these elections. Don’t loose sight of that. 

 

Secondly, we cannot give in to the fear mongers and the spin doctors.  I find myself 

reading, watching and listening to the news far more in these days than I ever do before. 

And I would dare say that there are probably a few of you who find yourself in the same 

                                                 
13

 See Psalm 115:3 
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boat. I am listening to things that I normally don’t listen to. I am reading things that I 

normally don’t read.  But the fact of the matter is that as believers in God, as those who 

have followed the Lord Jesus Christ we do not give in to the fear mongers and the spin 

doctors. 

 

Why?  Because the call to us as the people of God, no matter what country, no matter 

what time, no matter what circumstances, is “Come out from among them and be ye 

separate says the Lord.”
14

 

 

Don’t live as they live.  Don’t think like they think.  And if you are committed to that 

path, don’t expect things to go well with others for you.  But I would remind you that the 

friendship of God is with those who fear him.  

 

We trust in God as our sovereign Lord. We trust in God as the holy God who does all 

things well.  He is our fear. He is our refuge. He is the object of our faith. His Word is the 

standard of our obedience and, brothers and sisters, that does not change no matter who 

inherits the White House this coming Tuesday.  

 

Do you realize when you wake up Wednesday morning God will still be king?   

 

In the early 400s the Goths, who weren’t generally known for their politeness or 

kindness, under Alaric threatened the security of the great, indomitable, Roman Empire.   

 

Jerome who gave us the Latin Vulgate was actually away in Jerusalem. And when he got 

news that the Goths were at Rome’s gate he lamented and was filled with fear and he 

quickly wrote a letter off to Saint Augustine because this great city and this empire was 

about to fall. And for Jerome fear filled his heart because Rome stood for everything that 

was good and noble and virtuous and Christian.   

 

Jerome feared, “What will the Church do if Rome falls?” 

 

Jerome chewed his fingernails down to nothing thinking, “What will happen to 

Christianity if Rome falls to the pagan Goths?” 

 

Augustine replied back in a book of about 600 pages and he rebuked Jerome and he 

reminded Jerome that Christians have always been promised suffering and that the faith 

was never said to be a bed of roses, but rather a pathway of thorns.  He reminded Jerome 

that the fall of Rome was not nearly as important as Jerome thought it was.  

 

Why?  Because God is the ruler of the kings of the earth and his city, the city of God, is 

an eternal city which is the only city which has lasting value, goodness and righteousness 

and it far surpasses anything Rome could ever have to offer.   

 

Rome did fall and the gates of hell did not prevail against the Church and the kingdom of 

God went on because the purposes of God did not begin and end with Rome.   

                                                 
14

 See 2 Corinthians 6:17 
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The next few days hold out a great deal of anxiety for some of you. Do your duty as 

citizens of the city of man and go to the polls.  And then take refuge as a citizen of the 

city which is to come and go to the Word and to prayer and to the God who holds all of 

this in his hands.   

 

I challenge you this week to wake up every morning and confess, “Lord, you alone are 

holy. You alone are sovereign. There is none to rival you.  You alone are my fear. I 

therefore will not be afraid of what others fear. You are my sanctuary and I put my trust 

in you, period.” 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

Our Father, we are not blind to the fact that there are many things at stake this next 

week, important things.  But, Father, may we not be blind to the fact that you are the 

ruler yet.   

 

Father, we do pray that you would instill these truths within us: separation, sanctifying 

you as Lord in our hearts and finding you to be our sanctuary, our protection.  Father, 

we bow the knee and we gladly confess that you alone are the Lord God, the almighty, 

the ruler of the nations and kings of all of the earth including America.  And we bow 

before you and we pray that you, indeed, would be our fear and our dread and our 

sanctuary in Jesus’ name. Amen.   


