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Today we are going to take another bold step in the subject of prayer and get more specific about Asking God 

for great things.  The title of my message this morning is “More Territory God.”  Many people are hesitant to 

ask God to give them great things.  To grow their business, to grow their resources, to expand their network of 

relationships.  Either because we feel its wrong to ask God for such things or because we’re scared he’ll give 

them to us. 

 

We’re supposed to be content with what God has given us aren’t we?  Wouldn’t asking God for more territory 

be selfish?  And to that I’d say it can be, but it doesn’t have to be.  God knows your heart and he knows whether 

or not His kingdom is first in your life.  And the prayer passage we are studying, understood in its context, 

shows us that when we are seeking to move forward in God’s plans for his people it is appropriate to Ask God 

for great things.   

 

Let’s review our text (and I hope your are memorizing this.)  It’s the same one as last week and the same one as 

next week.  1 Chronicles 4:9-10. 

 

1 Chron. 4:9-10 And Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named him Jabez saying, 

"Because I bore him with pain." 10Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that You would bless me 

indeed and enlarge my territory, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that it may not pain me!" And God granted him what he requested. (NASB)   

  

Last week we learned that it is appropriate to ask for God’s blessing to flow in and through your life.  You are 

blessed to be a blessing, remember?  That’s the promise that came to Abraham, the father of God’s people, and 

the one through whom Jesus Christ came to bring God’s many spiritual blessings into this world.  Remember 

the promise?  Through your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed. Gen 12 

 

So when Jabez asked for god’s blessing to come into his life, he was asking for something that was in line with 

God’s nature and God’s will.  What we are focusing on today is the request for God to “enlarge my territory.” 

 

Let’s refresh ourselves on the situation of the book of Chronicles.  Those to whom this book was written had 

returned to their homeland, their territory, but it was controlled by, governed by and occupied by Persians.  The 

exiles had been given permission to live there, but they were not in the position the nation once was to be God’s 

instrument and blessing at the crossroads of the world.   

 

The land known as Palestine was referred to as the fertile crescent.  It was a good and fertile land and was rich 

in natural resources.  It also was strategically located in such a way that put whoever controlled it in a real 

position of world influence.  To the East was the desert.  To the west was the Mediterranean Sea.  And so it was 

the passage way from such places as Egypt to the South and Mesopotamia to the North.  And of course it 

controlled quite a few sea ports as well.  And God gave his people this land so they could be at the crossroads of 

the world so that through them God could share the blessing of His word and truth and so it could spread. 

 

So for the exiles to regain control of their territory essentially meant for them reclaim a place of influence on the 

world scene and continue with the purpose for which God set them apart. 

 

So the author of Chronicles reminds these beleaguered, Jews about a man who was off to a meager start who 

saw his boundaries as a limiting factor in his life and so He asked God to enlarge his territory.  Why this 

reminder?  To encourage the exiles to Ask God for the land back! To ask God for their place of influence in 

the world to be restored; and for the peace and freedom they needed to become a nation again. 
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Now whether you realize it or not, if you’re a Christian, you and I are the channel of god’s blessing in the 

world.  And you should not be content with what impact your life is currently having.  In fact there should be in 

each of us what one pastor calls a “Holy Discontent.”  And we, as God’s people, should Ask Him to enlarge our 

territory. 

 

Let me ask you a question!  Once the Jewish Exiles rose to become a nation again, was God content with the 

territory and influence his people were having?  Absolutely not!  The bible says “For God so loved the World 

that He gave His only begotton son, that whoever,  WHOEVER, (JEW, GREEK, GENTILE, AFRICAN etc.) 

would believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  God sent Jesus to expand his territory, didn’t 

he? 

 

When Jesus was finished with his life and ministry, his cross and resurrection was he content with what was 

accomplished?  Was he content with 120 followers?  Did he want his disciples to be content with what they had 

accomplished to that point.?  Absolutely not!  He told them to go into all the world.  God wants his people to 

bust through the boundaries that limit them.  God wants you and me to take territory from the enemy for the 

glory of God. 

 

So I suggest to all of us this morning that this passage’s present day application is an appeal to us to pray as 

Jabez did and ask God for more territory, more influence and greater opportunity.   

 

2 Questions about god “enlarging our territory.” 

 

Question 1: What does it mean to ask for more territory? Greater Opportunity 
 

For Jabez, asking God, to “enlarge my territory” meant increase my opportunity to rise up from the bottom.  He 

was living on a small patch of opportunity.  With too little land he could not provide for his family much less be 

a blessing to the poor, the fatherless and the foreigner as every righteous Jew was called to be. With more land 

He could become a blessing to his descendants and to the needy.  And of course with more opportunity he 

would have the choice to use it selfishly as well, which is why he prays to be kept from evil. 

 

When you pray and ask God for more territory, your asking God to enlarge your opportunity for impacting your 

family, your community and the world.  God may allow you to develop relationships with people that can open 

doors of opportunity for you.  He may expand or change your career. He may increase your salary. He may give 

you more business.  But the point will be to make you a blessing to others. 

 

For me, when I pray for more territory, I am often asking God to give us more laborers in the harvest.  More 

souls delivered from the darkness.  Allow us to be in a position of spiritual influence in the lives of people in 

our community who wield influence. 

 

I pray that God would favor us with good reputation in the community and for the resources and facility to 

support the shepherding and discipleship efforts we are attempting for god. 

 

To ask God to bless you with more territory is not to ask God to make you rich or able to buy more junk.  But to 

expand your opportunities to be a blessing in the world. 

 

More opportunity can lead to greater influence and impact for the glory of God. 
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Question 2: How does more territory come? By Faithfulness  

There is a clue in the Jabez passage that He was faithful to God.  It says, “Now Jabez was more honorable than 

his brothers.”  That is at the start of the passage.  And at the close the writer says, “And God granted him what 

he requested.”   

 

And when God granted him his request it wasn’t just an response to the prayer.  It was a response to the man. 

 

Isaiah 33:6 (NIV)   He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and 

knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure. 

  

Psalm 31:19 (NIV)  How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you, which you 

bestow in the sight of men on those who take refuge in you.  

 

For this question I’d like to appeal to familiar parable of the talents that Jesus told recorded for us in Matt 25. 

 

Summary: In a string of parables Jesus was preparing his disciples for his absence.  They were stories about 

masters and servants, bride and bridegroom and such.  And each of them emphasized the importance of the 

faithfulness of the servants or bride while the master or bridegroom was away.   

 

 In the parable of the talents in Matt 25:14-30 three servants are entrusted with differing amounts of the masters 

resources to put to work for their master. And at the end the master returns and rewards them accordingly.  The 

two who were faithful he rewards with greater opportunity and resources to manage.  One of the parting 

summarizing lines to the story is this familiar verse and saying: 

 

Matthew 25:21 "His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master.' (NASB)   

 

There are many lessons to that parable and among them are these.  We are accountable to the Lord to faithfully 

use for his interests what territory he has already entrusted to us.  And how we do with what he entrusts us 

opens the door to yet further opportunity. 

 

Let me ask you a question.  If tomorrow God granted you greater opportunity how would you steward that 

opportunity.  Has the way you have been stewarding your resources, financial and otherwise, deemed you a 

good choice for god to place something greater.  Have you given him reason to delight in entrusting you more 

business, more resources, more territory of whatever kind? 

 

One of the defining conversations of my life took place one time when I called my mom from a pay phone from 

downtown St. Charles.  I was not going to make the time that either she had told me to be in by or that I had 

said I would and I called her to ask for more time.  She said to me.  Mike, I have come to trust you.  So go 

ahead. 

 

I’ll never forget that conversation.  First It made me feel great.  Second, it made me want to not let down that 

trust. 

 

I’ve not always been the best manager of the opportunities God’s given me.  Mainly because I haven’t always 

seen what I have possessed as entrustments from Him.  But I know this.  How I deal with what I currently have 

is going to either open the way for more territory from God or pinch off the flow of his blessing. 
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And more than anything, when I pray and ask God for more territory, I want him to be confident of what I will 

do with it.  Don’t you?  So here is a question for you.  If you prayed for greater territory of some kind, what 

would you do with it?  How would you use it for the master’s interests? 

 

Conclusion: 

So when you pray this prayer; the prayer of Jabez.  And when you ask God to bless you and bless you indeed, 

go ahead and ask him to enlarge your territory.  But then, keep your eyes open for small opportunities.  And 

know that God is likely to want to see how you handle those. 

 

If your going to ask god for more business, more sales, more whatever.  First ask yourself how you are handling 

what you have.  Are you supporting your customers properly now and are you using the revenue your 

employees generate for you in a way that God would be pleased with?  Are you giving generously of your own 

personal resources?  Are you responding to the needs of people with compassion, service, encouragement, 

intercession etc. 

 

If I ask God for him to give our church more souls and more laborers in the harvest.  I need to ask God how are 

we as a church looking after the ones we have in our care now. 

 

If I am going to ask God for more resources, how will I use them and how much of it will I pass on as a blessing 

to others.  And how much will I just flitter away.  Will I invest it in worthwhile endeavors to position myself 

and my kids stronger for the future.  Will I use it for his kingdom or to help some family that is struggling? 

 

Ask God to bless you with great things so that you can leave a great mark for God on the lives of others in this 

world.  Pray it like this. 

 

Oh that you would bless me so that I can be a blessing.  Enlarge my territory so that I can enlarge your glory in 

the earth and take away territory from your enemies in the name of Christ.  And then be ready for to roll up your 

sleeves in faithful kingdom service so that God will deem your life a worthy investment of his resources.  And 

the get ready for the small opportunities to start showing up. 

 

Prayer Time 

Every body stand up.  Let’s corporately pray together and raise our voices to God and pray together the prayer 

of Jabez.  “Oh that you would bless (us) indeed and enlarge (our) territory, that your hand might be with (us) 

and that you would keep (us) from evil, that (we) may not cause pain.” 1 Chron 4:10 

 

“Oh that you would. . .: 

 

. . .Bless me Indeed” 

Lord make me a blessing to somebody today. 

Lord make even my trials a blessing to me and to others. 

Make me a blessing in my neighborhood, job, family 

Bless me with wisdom and prudence and generosity with your money 

 

 

. . .Enlarge My Territory” 

First, confess any unfaithfulness in stewardship of what has already entrusted to you. 

Second, ask God to help you see the opportunities you already have to be a blessing (family, 

friends, church, work etc.)  and enlarge his glory. 
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Third, ask that he prepare your heart and character to receive “more territory” 

Fourth, ask for God to enlarge your opportunities  

 

 

 


