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Without You, I’m Sunk 

May 20, 2007 

 

Everyone stretch out your arm in front of you and look at your hand.  Now your hand is a tool isn’t it.  It is one 

of the most remarkable functioning tools on the human body.  And God has designed it to be of great help to 

you, and to others hasn’t he.  We have all used our hands to aid ourselves and others.  Children for example are 

greatly aided when their parent’s hands are with them or upon them. 

 

When we are teaching our children to walk, they hold our hands, don’t they.  When my youngest was a good 

deal smaller than she is now she used to get real tired riding her bike up the hills towards our house.  I always 

rode behind her to keep an eye on her.  And when we came to the hill I would come up close behind her and 

then beside her and put my hand on her back transferring power from my peddling to hers.  I would peddle 

harder and all of the sudden it would make that hill not so big and hard for her.  You get the picture. 

 

And figuratively speaking today I’m going to talk about what it means to have the hand of God with us as He 

enlarges our territory, responsibility or influence.  Let’s momentarily head back and review the prayer of Jabez.  

I hope your memorizing these two verses, by the way, and practicing this prayer regularly by now. 

 

1 Chron. 4:9-10 And Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother named him Jabez saying, 

"Because I bore him with pain." 10Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, "Oh that You would bless me 

indeed, and enlarge my territory, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, 

that it may not pain me!" And God granted him what he requested. (NASB)   

 

The phrase of the prayer that occupies our focus today is “that your hand might be with me.”  

 

And Jabez lived during the time of the Judges.  It was a time of frequent cycles apostasy, divine judgment, 

repentance and deliverance where God’s people discovered the difference between having the hand of God with 

them vs. having the hand of God against them. 

 

At the time the Chronicler wrote this the exiles were coming off a time when God’s hand had been against them 

for their ancestor’s ceaseless idolatry, evil and unresponsiveness to God’s warnings through the prophets.  Most 

of them were just beginning to experience the hand of God with them as He was reestablishing them back in the 

promise land.  But for what was ahead of them there was no way they could do without the hand of God. 

 

Last week we talked about asking God to enlarge our territory.  Enlarge our opportunity for a mark to be made 

for His glory through our life.  But I’m here to tell you that on the basis of scriptural precedence as well as 

personal experience when you ask that, you had better realize that you are entering into a period of great 

dependence.  A time or endeavor where you will be sunk if God’s hand isn’t with you. 

 

God doesn’t usually give out assignments that require only what you have.  No they will require faith, 

supernatural intervention beyond your own gifts and talents, sometimes the favor of people in authority over 

you whom you can not control as well as other people you will have to influence.  When God enlarges your 

territory you are sunk without God’s Hand upon you or with you. 

 

Now I’m going to start just by leading you through a little bible study on the figure of speech “the hand of God” 

or “the hand of the lord.”  We’re going to look at some places where we learn about the hand of God being with 

someone.  Then we’re going to look at a few references that indicate that the hand of the Lord can be against a 

person or people.  Then I will conclude and summarize and underscore a few significant lessons on why we 

need to prayerfully call out for and depend upon the hand of God. 

The Hand of God 
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Example 1  Nehemiah – God had a large territory shift in mind for Nehemiah.  He was cupbearer to the king of 

Persia.  It was the time that exiles were returning to the Promise land and having a rough time of it.  And God 

wanted Nehemiah to leave Persia and return and lead the people to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.  A big 

assignment.  The only problem was he already had a job working for the Artaxerxes.  He had no money or 

authority do it.  He prayed a lot and finally approached the king. 

 

Neh. 2:7-8 I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so 

that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the 

king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city 

wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king 

granted my requests. (NIV)    

 

CR: Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He 

wishes. (NASB)    

 

Example 2 Hezekiah – Hezekiah was a king of Judah through whom God led a wonderful spiritual revival after 

a terrible period of leadership by his predecessor King Ahaz.  Part of the reforms he led was to get the temple 

back in operation and begin practicing Passover again.  But he needed the cooperation of the people to make it 

happen as it was supposed to. 

 

2 Chron. 30:12 (NIV)   Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to carry 

out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the word of the LORD.  

 

Example 3 – The Gospel to the Gentiles.  In the new covenant we also see the hand of God as necessary for 

the church to enlarge its territory and influence.  God wanted to lead the church to expand its focus beyond the 

Jews and Samaritans and bring the gospel to the Gentiles.  And after Peter paved the way with the family of 

Cornelius, A Roman centurion, he made the case to the Jewish believers that God was calling them to preach to 

the Gentiles. It was slow to be embraced by some. 

 

Acts 11:19-21 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose in connection with 

Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews 

alone. 20But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to 

the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who 

believed turned to the Lord. (NASB)    

 

Now I only use these examples where the expression “the hand of God” or the “hand of the Lord” is given to 

show you that they simple refer to God helping his servants do what He has called them to do.  But I want to 

also point out that the Hand of the Lord can and is sometimes against people. 

 

Example 1 Against the Egyptians.  When God was sending Moses to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt 

he promised to turn his hand against the Egyptians.  Exodus 7:5 (NIV)   And the Egyptians will know that I am 

the LORD when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it."  

 

Example 2 – Against the menacing Philistines.  The Philistines were one of Israels most menacing enemies 

prior to King David.  Under the righteous leadership of Samuel that changed.   

 

1 Samuel 7:10-13 (NASB)   Now Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, and the Philistines drew near to 

battle against Israel. But the LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day against the Philistines and 

confused them, so that they were routed before Israel. 11And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued 
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the Philistines, and struck them down as far as below Beth-car. 12Then Samuel took a stone and set it between 

Mizpah and Shen, and named it Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far the LORD has helped us." 13So the Philistines were 

subdued and they did not come anymore within the border of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the 

Philistines all the days of Samuel.  

 

Example 3 Against God’s own -  Of the Hebrews who refused to enter their next enlarged territory, the 

promised land, God called them to, it is said  Deut. 2:14 "Moreover the hand of the LORD was against them, to 

destroy them from within the camp, until they all perished. (NASB)    

 

When Samuel was closing his era of leadership and instituting a king, he gave this warning.  1 Samuel 12:15 

(NIV)   But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, 

as it was against your fathers.  

 

So, do you think it means something when you ask for more territory, to also ask for God’s hand to be with you.  

Essentially you are going into whatever God does for you with your eyes open realizing that without Him, your 

sunk. 

 

Story of Gideon 

Let’s refer now to an OT story about a man named Gideon.  You’ll find in the book of Judges chapters 6-8.  Go 

ahead and turn there.  I’ll not read the whole story.  I’m going to tell it.  But I’m going to read a few things.  So 

be ready. 

 

The story starts like this. “Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and for seven years he gave them 

into the hands of the Midianites.”  So is God’s hand with or against his people?  Against right.  The Midianites 

were impoverishing the land by burning their crops and killing their livestock.  They literally ravaged the land. 

 

Finally the Israelites called out to God for mercy and help.  So God, through an Angel, paid a visit to a man 

named Gideon.   

 

Read Judges 6:12-16  

 

He chose a man who was the youngest of his brothers and who belonged to a very insignificant clan from the 

tribe of Manasseh.  He’s a nobody of nobody’s.  His territory, so to speak is small.  No one knows him nor 

would have any reason to follow him.  Yet God calls him a mighty warrior and the reason God said he should 

have confidence is because, He was the one sending Gideon and because he was going to be with him. 

 

God’s first assignment was an act of spiritual leadership.  God told him to tear down his fathers altar to Baal and 

the asherah poles and build a proper altar to the Lord and offer a burnt offering communicating his utter 

commitment to God and essentially calling his own older brothers and father to repentance.  It was an act of 

bravery which incited the city against him initially and people were calling for his life.  But by God’s doing, 

Gideon’s father convinced them to leave him be, saying let Baal defend himself. 

 

Meanwhile the Midianites had decided to join forces with some other enemies to cross over the Jordan and 

stamp out God’s people.  This of course was incited by God to bring their enemies together so he could stomp 

on them through Gideon. 

 

So with the country in an uproar and filled with fear, the spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon and he really 

stepped out in faith.  He blew a trumpet, summoned his clan, sent out messages to his tribesmen and called them 

to arms.  And do you know that 32,000 men responded? 
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That my friends is a change in territory is it not.  That showed Gideon that the hand of God was indeed with 

Him.  But he was so uncertain of himself that he asked for further confirmation because he was just scared 

spitless.  And he had reason to be.  One day he is the youngest son of a farmer threshing wheat.  The next thing 

you know he is a military leader over 32000 men.  So God gave him the confirmation he asked for and a few 

days later they set out to face off the armies of not only Midian but also the Amalakites and other peoples from 

the east. 

 

But then, God threw him a curve ball of all curve balls.  Do you know what God did?  God paired down the 

army to a mere 300 men.  Let me read from here. 

 

Judges 7:2-8 

 

You can read for yourself this week in preparation for your small groups how this battle went and how God did 

this.  But God’s hand turned against their enemies and God routed them and Israel was delivered.  And as the 

story goes through the book of Judges they along with Gideon did not remain faithful to God and his hand 

turned against them again. 

 

Lesson 1 When you are in over your head, You must depend on the hand of the Lord.   

 

God intentionally calls us to territory/opportunity that is too big for us.  Just like he did with Gideon.  God’s 

people were almost always outmanned and out-gunned in the OT.  From the time they took the promised land 

on.  In the NT the church thrived and grew by the hand of God in spite of the Herods, the Romans and the 

Jewish Sanhedrin being against them.   

 

Moses, Saul, Gideon, Samuel, David, Nehemiah, Peter, - they were all in over their heads.  They were all called 

by God to do something that they would certainly fail at if God’s hand wasn’t with them.  That is just how God 

works.  And because of God’s hand they made their mark for God.  God gets the glory.  They weren’t perfect 

and they had their share of failures, bumps and bruises but God was glorified through their life. 

 

God wants to glorify himself through your life too.  He wants to glorify himself through our church.  I’d like to 

believe that God is going to call us into endeavors that glorify Him in ways that none of us can take credit for.  I 

am praying for that.  I really am.   

 

God said to Paul in 2 Cor. 12:9 "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. (NIV)    

 

Lesson 2 No matter what your abilities and resources, With God’s hand upon you, nothing is impossible 

 

It was also the apostle Paul who wrote,  “If God is for us, who (or what) can be against us.” (Rom 8:31)   

Jesus said to his disciples when they were having trouble delivering a demon possessed boy, (NIV)   He replied, 

“I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here 

to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you." Matthew 17:20 

 

Lesson 3 When God finds Faith and a willingness to obey, he finds someone he can put his hand on 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 “The eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout all the earth that he may strongly support 

those whose hearts are completely his.” 
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So its possible for the hand of the Lord to be with you or against you.  It can also probably be neither.  When it 

is against you, you will be miserable.  When it is neither upon you or against you, your life will just be average.  

But if you are among those like Jabez who want to leave a mark on your world and the people in it.  A mark for 

the glory of God.   

If you want to be a mighty warrior for the kingdom of God.  

If you want God to enlarge your territory you had better pray for and depend upon the hand of God.   

 

Jesus taught that apart from that kind of dependence and connection with God there would be no kingdom fruit. 

“I am the vine, you are the branches, he said.  Apart from me you can do nothing.”   

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


