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 The Dark side of God’s Blessing 

May 27, 2007 

 

How many of you have ever suffered as a result of another’s poor choices?  A spouse allows a series of small 

compromises that leads to bigger and bigger compromises.  A mom or dad walks away from their family.  A 

CEO or CFO commits illegalities that put employee’s pensions in jeopardy.  The cost of evil is never isolated is 

it.  It ripples on people doesn’t it. 

 

As we close our series on the prayer of Jabez today I want to talk to you about the dark side of God’s blessing.  

That’s right.  The dark side of God’s blessing.  Let’s look once again at the prayer of Jabez.  2 Chron 4:9 "Oh 

that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, and that Your hand might be with me, and that You 

would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!" And God granted him what he requested. (NASB)   

 

Those for whom the book of Chronicles was written had suffered immense pain due to the evil their ancestors  

and former national leaders had committed.  They’re parents, children at the time, had been exiled from the 

Promised Land and hauled away like slaves to live in foreign cities as 2
nd

 class people or worse. 

 

These exiles had been born in captivity with only the hope of a promise from God that He would one day 

restore His people to their land and rebuild them into a nation of blessing once again.  For this generation of 

Judean’s the cost and the pain of their ancestors falling into the traps of the evil one was fresh in their minds.   

 

But they were now in a time of transition.  They were being encouraged to believe for better days;  to ask God 

to restore to them not only their freedom, not only the land of their forefathers but restore to them the awesome 

privilege of being God’s channel of blessing to a world in darkness.  But this would place them once again in 

the cross hairs of God’s most ruthless enemy.  That is what I mean by the dark side of God’s blessing.   

 

When you are on the brink of or in the height of becoming useful to God, that’s when you become a target of 

the Evil one.  And if you don’t stand strong, a lot of people lose.  You lose, the kingdom loses, your family 

suffers.   

 

Jabez is praying for his stars to change.  He is praying for God to pour out Blessing upon and into His life.  He 

wants to make a mark for God.  He wants to rise above his past, above the expectations for low achievement 

that others have of him.  He wants God to expand his territory and put His supernatural favor upon him.  And he 

knows that means he also needs protection from evil. He prays, “that you would keep me from evil, that I may 

not cause pain.” 

 

The exiles needed to hear that.  God was about to restore them to a place of significance and that means the evil 

one is going to heighten his attack.  Friends, the same will be true for you me if we underestimate the evil one, 

if we overestimate our strength, if we ignore God’s word and play loose with sin.  We will ultimately become 

the cause of pain for ourselves, our spouse, our children and worse, our heavenly father. 

 

This is why you too should make prayer for protection from evil a part of your prayer life.  Because their are 

dangers inherent to being a channel of God’s blessing in world trapped in darkness.  Let’s consider those 

dangers. 

 

Danger #1: The greater your influence the greater your vulnerability to Evil 

 

Turn in your bibles to 2 Cor 12.  In this passage Paul talking about a tremendous blessing he had received from 

God.  He had been chosen as a vessel through whom God would bring to the world much divine revelation.  But 

this made him particularly vulnerable to the sin of pride.  Notice what he says. 
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2 Cor. 12:7-10 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was 

given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take 

it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is 

why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when 

I am weak, then I am strong. (NIV)    

 

When a man or woman becomes an influential tool of God, people begin to look up to you and depend upon 

you.  Many times money becomes more easily obtained.  You receive a platform and a spotlight if you will.  

And often there is less accountability instead of more.  And with this comes temptations that you might not 

otherwise face.  Paul was vulnerable to becoming conceited.  And conceit leads to a mentality of “hey, the 

world revolves around me” kind of thing.  Pretty soon your set up of a whole slew of sins that bring a lot of pain 

and can take you out of the game. 

 

A Christian man or woman gets a promotion into management.  Their opportunity to be blessing of God to 

people increases but so does the temptation to use their influence to get even with former co-workers who have 

treated them wrong, or make decisions that serve primarily their own interests.   

 

A Christian man or woman becomes a lawyer and with that comes a great potential to be a blessing of God to 

those who are being treated unjustly.  But with that territory comes temptations to take cases that are financially 

lucrative but ultimately destructive.  I was told of a bill board advertisement that said something like “Be Happy 

get divorced.”  (sponsored by some attorney’s office) 

 

Jesus said to his disciples, the guys whose hands he was going to leave the church in,  Matthew 6:9-13 "This, 

then, is how you should pray: " 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. . . . 13 And lead us not into (away from) temptation, but deliver us from the 

evil one.'  (NIV)    

 

The greater your success the greater your vulnerability to sin.  That is why you need to prayerfully depend 

upon the protection of God from evil.  With influence comes special vulnerabilities to various destructive forms 

of evil.  We are not invincible.  We are weak but He is strong.  “Therefore be strong in the Lord and in the the 

strength of his might,” Paul says.   

 

Danger #2: The greater your influence the greater threat you pose to Evil 

 

Remember the original covenant God made to Abraham.  Genesis 12:2-3 “I will bless you "I will make you into 

a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 

who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

(NIV)    
 

There is a hint in this covenant that because God is going to make Abraham’s and his a descendants a blessing 

to the world that they are going to face some trouble.  “People are going to want to curse you.”  And we’ve seen 

the way many in the world feel about the Jews. 

 

But it doesn’t stop with them.  The greatest threat to Evil ever was Christ.  So it doesn’t surprise us the way 

Satan went after him.  Remember Herod’s attempt on his life.  Satan incited Herod’s slaughter of the baby boys 

of Bethlehem hoping to kill Jesus.  Satan went after Jesus with temptation in the wilderness and in the garden of 

gethsemene before his death.  Throughout Jesus’, ministry Satan used jealousy and envy to incite religious 

leaders to murder Him prior to God’s timing.   
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And it doesn’t stop with Christ either. Since the death, resurrection and ascension Satan’s attack is levied at 

Christ followers and the message of Christ.  Jesus warned us about this. 

 

He said, John 15:18-20 (NIV)   "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to 

the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the 

world. That is why the world hates you. . . .' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.  

 

This is why in our own culture there is such staunch anti-Christian and anti-Bible bias from the lost world.   

 

When Paul wrote his farewell letter to young Timothy, 2 Tim. 3:12-13 In fact, everyone who wants to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. (NIV)    

 

Why?  Because the greater influence you and I become against evil and for God the greater threat we are.  We 

become a distribution point of God’s blessings in this world and we therefore become a target of the Evil One. 

 

(Slide: Distribution point) 

Its like how a bridge or air field that is used by an army to supply the front lines becomes a strategic target to 

their enemy.  In oceanic warfare the aircraft carrier is the most important target to disable.  More important than 

a battleship.  Battleships have to get fairly close to launch an attack.  But an aircraft carrier can launch plane and 

holds all kinds of fuel.  So guess what.  An aircraft carrier has to be protected because of how great of a target 

is.  It’s not rocket science.  And just as there are strategic targets in human warfare there are strategic targets in 

spiritual warfare. 

 

So what is a distribution point in the kingdom of God.  A church that is really thumping evil.  A leader who is 

creating effective disciples and raising up more leaders.  A business man who is an effective witness for Christ.  

A doctor who is using his talent and knowledge to provide medical care for the poor in the name of Christ.  A 

person with extraordinary generosity who appropriately understands that God prospers them not to raise their 

standard of living but their standard of giving, supporting their church, missions, responding to needs etc. 

  

If a person’s or churches light is getting brighter and is drawing the attention of people in the grip of darkness to 

Christ the prince of darkness is not going to applaud and say good game.  No he is not a good sport. He 

launches counter attack?  When we are being used by God as a light in the darkness, and offering hope to 

people in Satan’s grip we are a target.   

 

And when he isolates a strategic target do you know what he is going to do?  He is not only going to attack 

directly, be he is going to aim at the vulnerable places.  In our church in the last year we have reclaimed major 

ground in the area of unity, spiritual growth, the focus on scripture and the focus on prayer.  And in my 10 years 

of pastoring this church I have not seen a more relentless onslaught of trouble in the lives of people than I have 

in the past few monthes.   

 

Conclusion:  So please, please take this aspect of your prayer life very seriously.  And pray for this for not only 

for yourself but for your spouse and your kids and for the church.  Let’s start launching up prayer power like the 

military would hurl a barrage of artillery at enemy encampments.  James says resist, that means put up a fight, 

resist and the devil will flee from you.   Prayer for guidance away from temptation, protection from evil and so 

is modeled for us by Jabez and instructed toward us by Jesus. 
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Like Jabez I pray for you to become more and more influential.  I pray for me to become more influential.  I 

pray for our church to be the greatest threat in this city to the kingdom of darkness.  I really do.  But I know 

what this means.  It means a battle which will require a lot of fortitude among the members. 

In the Apostle Paul’s great warfare passage of EPH 6, he says because our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood but against the world forces of darkness that it requires us to be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 

his might to pray like crazy.   

 

He says, Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view (this being 

the spiritual battle), be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, (NASB) In other words 

pray for one another. 
 

Peter said, “Be on your guard and alert. For your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion seeking 

whom he may devour. 

 

Do not be confused about who your enemy is.  Do not underestimate your enemy and do not over estimate your 

strength  

 

In a few weeks we are going begin a short series of teachings from Ephesians 6 on spiritual warfare to teach 

more about this day to day battle.  It will help us get more clear on what it means to put up a fight and defend 

our territory and ourselves.  But in the mean time please rejoice in the truth that He who is in us is greater than 

he who is in the world.  We are victors in Christ.  There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God and 

if God is for us then who can be against us. 

 

You have God’s word which, you have continual direct access to God and we have each other.  Use these gifts 

and sources of great support, encouragement and strength as much as you can.  

 

 

 

 


