
The Day the Sun Stood Still 

Joshua 10 

 

Our Journey through the OT brings us to a very important area of study today.  And it will 

provide an answer for one of the most common biblical criticisms and questions concerning the 

unity of scripture and of the nature of God. 

 

The title of my message is “The Day the Sun Stood Still.”  We’ll be reading from Joshua 10 the 

very controversial passage of scripture which records the utter destruction of whole cities by the 

Israelites at the command of and with the help of Yahweh.  This chapter and two that follow it 

are very hard to read and hard for people to reconcile with the God we see revealed in other 

places of the bible, particularly the Gospels, which present to us God through his Son Jesus 

Christ. 

 

We’ll start by reading Joshua 10.  2
nd

, I’ll help us put this troubling section of the bible into its  

broader context so we it is actually in unity the rest of the bible.  And then 3
rd

, I’ll conclude by 

drawing down on some present day applications for all of us. (Trouble you, settle you, and 

challenge you) 

 

PART 1: LET ME TROUBLE YOU BY READING JOSHUA 10   

 

Now, so what is God up to here.  Is he merely on an uncontrolled rampage of human 

destruction?  Is this somehow a part of  God’s redemptive plan in the world?  If so how and 

why?     

 

There is only a problem with texts like these when students of the bible fail to keep Joshua 10-

12 in its biblical context.  So before I read Joshua 10 let me give you some background. 

 

PART 2: LET ME SETTLE YOU BY EXPLAINING TO YOU THE BIBLICAL 

BACKGROUND FOR JOSHUA 10 

 

On Mt. Sinai 40 years earlier God gave them the following instructions recorded for us Exodus 

23:20-33 
 

Summary of Exodus 23:20-33:  

1) Destroy all the places and relics of Canaanite worship: high places, sacred pillars and 

such 

2) Destroy all the people of the land 

3) Serve the Lord Alone not embracing the worship or lifestyle of the inhabitants of the land 

4) Make no peace treaty with any city or people group in the land 

5) Do not allow the inhabitants to live in the land with them 

 

Now lets place this history in context with Redemption History: the big picture or story line of 

the bible. 
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Creation of Mankind and placed in the Garden of Eden 

Fall of Mankind into Sin 

The promise of a redeemer 

The establishing of a Covenant People – (Gen 12-50) 

The establishing of a Covenant Land – (Exodus – Conquest) 

Preparation for a Messiah (Judges – Kings – Prophets – Exile – Servitude) 

Messianic Ministry 

Direct: Ministry of Grace and Salvation by Jesus Christ 

Indirect: Ministry of Evangelism of the nations through the Church 

Direct: Ministry of Christ’s Judgment and Vindication 

The sovereign and universal Reign of Jesus Christ 

 

So the text we are reading about has to do with the establishment of a covenant people in a 

covenant land in preparation for the promised redeemer.  And God saw it necessary to remove 

the Canaanites entirely from the covenant land and commissioned his people to do it. The 

question is WHY?  Why was this necessary in God’s eyes.  And this is a good question to ask 

and an important one that we answer.  Because the answer has far reaching implications upon 

the Christian today. 

 

The bible gives 3 answers to this question and maybe more but let me quickly share 3 with you. 

1) God was judging the inhabitants for their own wickedness (Gen 15:16 and Deut 9:4-6) 

2) God wanted to preserve for himself a purified people who would worship him alone 

(Deut 7:1-11) 

3) God wanted to protect his people from temptation toward the sin and evil of the current 

occupants (Ex 23:33) 

 

 

In context I believe we see that God, in fight for his people and against the caananites is 

fighting for his peoples sole affection and for their righteous influence of the world.  Ulitmately 

it comes back to his promise of bringing redemption to the world through his covenant people. 

 

PART 3 LET ME CHALLENGE YOU WITH SOME PRESENT DAY APPLICATIONS 

 

What was true about God then is true today.  God is faithful to fight for his children to enable us 

to remain distinct from the world so that we can be the light of the world. 

 

God’s people then were not equipped as we are today to live among a sinful world and maintain 

our distinction from the world.  We have a more complete set of scriptures and the indwelling 

Holy Spirit and the Gospel of Grace rooted in the clarity of the cross of Christ.  All this our 

ancestors lacked and God’s grace moved Him to provide them a more protected existence from 

the influence of the world. 

 

But the dangers of fraternizing with the world remain as sure as ever.  And as Christ’s 

ambassadors to the world, as the salt of the earth; as the light of the world we remain vigilantly 
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aware of the dangers of fraternizing with a pagan world that gropes in darkness indulging the 

flesh and intensely attractive. 

 

Lets briefly consider those same dangers: 

 

 

Danger 1: Fraternizing with the world can lead us into Spiritual Adultery (Syncretisim) 

 

Just as God warned the Israelites in Ex 23:24 “You shall not worship their gods, nor serve 

them….” Even so Christians are warned against spiritual adultery in James 4. 

 

James 4:4-5 (NASB)   You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is 

hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an 

enemy of God. 5Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealously desires 

the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?  

 

God is as jealous as ever for our fidelity toward Him.  He wants us to be a people of his own 

possession intensely loyal to him and his redemptive purpose in the world. 

 

 

Danger 2: Fraternizing with the world can lead us into Sin against God 

 

Going back to Exodus 23:24 lets read a little further. 

 

Ex 23:24,33 “You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their 

deeds…They shall not live in your land because they will make you sin against me;…” 

 

God’s concern about this remained and is demonstrated clearly in the New Testament first by 

Jesus as he was leaving behind his disciples in the world but also by these disciples as they were 

shepherding those who had believed the Gospel.  But lets look briefly at Jesus prayer as a 

warning for us about fraternizing with the world. 

 

John 17:11-19 

---------------- 

For further study see:  1 Cor 15:33; 2 Cor 6:1-17, Eph 4:17-5:20  

 

Now don’t misunderstand this teaching as contradictory to how Christ was a friend of sinners.  

Being a friend of sinners as Christ was is not the same as fraternizing with the world system to 

which they belong.  It means we show sinners the door to the kingdom rather than cast just 

judgment upon them as outsiders unworthy of the kingdom. 

 

We are called to  be ambassorder to those who are still of the world that we once belonged to.  

The challenge is abiding in Christ such that we can live among the world without conforming to 

the world. 
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Conclusion:  

 

Brothers and sisters What we should be pulling from Joshua 10 is that God made the sun stand 

still in his jealous pursuit of his people’s devotion and exclusive worship.  We need to think 

about that when the attractiveness of sin is staring in our faces. 

 

When we are choosing who we develop our close friendships with; 

When our hearts are being lured into the idolatry of materialism and sensuality; 

 

God is madly in love with you and is in a war with Satan and the kingdom of darkness for a 

purified church and bride for his Son to return for. 

 

Let us be that church.  Let us be that purified people.  We have the Spirit and the Word and the 

encouragement of the saints.   

 

Let us make every effort to discipline ourselves for the purpose of godliness and  

 

let us cast off every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us so that we may run 

the race marked out for us. 

 

Why? That we may glorify God and take Christ to the nations. 
 

 



The Day the Sun Stood Still 

Joshua 10 
 

Individual Preparation 

Joshua 10-12 are disturbing chapters  in the bible to many people and for good 

reason.  There is a lot of killing at the hands of God’s people.  But the killing is 

not from being attacked but rather from attacking, conquering and leaving no 

one alive.  What is even harder for some to understand is why God asked them 

to do it. 

 

So, first, pray for the Spirit’s guidance and direction and illumination.  Pray for 

a ready heart to learn and receive. Now Read Joshua 10 and write your own 

reaction to what you read.  Make a list of your initial feelings and thoughts from 

the vs. 28-43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write down a short list of questions that you have that arise from your reading 

of this text. 

 

 

 

 

What do you think God’s reasons are for the utter destruction of these people 

groups based on your current knowledge of scripture? 

 

 



Small Group Interaction and Study 
 

Authors Memo: The number one rule for interpreting difficult passages of 

scripture is context, context, context.  We must take passages and examine them 

in the light of their immediate context as well as the broader biblical context.  

And that is what we are going to do in this study. 

 

 

Icebreaker: Consider what your thoughts and feelings and actions might be 

to the following scenario:  Your 8
th

 grade son/daughter is about to enter high-

school in a school where there are several gangs anxious to for new possible 

recruits among the incoming freshman.  You know the outcome of the next four 

years rides on their choices of comrades and how they handle gang member’s 

overtures to recruit them.   

 

Thoughts? 

 

Feelings? 

 

Actions? 

 
 

Prayer Exercise: Ask someone to voice a prayer asking God for guidance and 

understanding in your scripture study. 

 

Scripture Exercise 1: Read the following texts and answer the questions that 

follow. 

 

Gen 15:16; Deut 9:4-6 

 

Why is God going to destroy the Amorites and other inhabitants of the promise 

land?  Try to identify two reasons.   

 

1 – 

 

 

2 –  

 



Exodus 23:20-30 

 

What is God’s promise in v. 22 and what is the condition? 

 

 

 

What are the specific instructions in v. 24? 

 

 

 

Deut 7:1-11 

 

What other reasons come from this text for God calling for utter destruction of 

the inhabitants of the land? 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a sentence that describes the longing of the heart of God coming through 

this text and consider how it relates to the Icebreaker above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Exercise 2: 

Read Joshua 10:1-15 make a list of anything God does that would indicate God 

was fighting for Israel keeping in mind what you read  in Exodus 23:20-23. (Go 

re read this if necessary.) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 



Take the time to write out verse 14.  This is a narrator’s comment that is 

significant to what the author wants you to see in the verses above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Exercise 3: Now read Joshua 10:28-43 highlight, circle or underline 

every reference to Joshua in connection with carrying God’s instructions 

faithfully concerning the occupants of the land.   

 

 

 

What phrase do you see repeated over and over again? 

 

 

 

 

Write out the narrator’s comment in vs. 42 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Exercise: Now as a group discuss how we are to understand Joshua 

10 in light of what we gleaned from scripture exercise 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Application/Prayer Exercise: God took tremendous measures to protect his 

people from the influence of wicked people.  What measures do we need to take 

in order to comply with this Divine concern? 


