
Expressions of Reverence 
1 Samuel 6:13-21 

Good morning, everyone.  Turn in your bibles to 1 Samuel 6.  The title of my message is “Expressions of Reverence.”  In 

today’s passage in from 1 Samuel we’re going to see God correct a lack of reverence toward Him and His presence among 

them.  Our text serves the body of Christ today as a eye-opening reminder that God indeed demands and expects a 

reverence toward Him from those whom He has redeemed, who have the word of God to follow.   

 

Context: 

We are studying a section of the bible where God, as a part of the process of leading His people to repentance and back 

into faithful covenant living (revival), reminds them that having Him in their midst is no small thing.  In 1 Samuel 1-3 we 

learn that God is about to judge and remove current leadership for their irreverence.  In Chapter 4, Eli and his two sons die 

all on the same day.  And the ark of the covenant was captured. 

 

But it wasn’t just the irreverence of the leadership of Israel which was provoking God, but also that of Israel herself.  

Psalm 78 says of this battle in which Eli’s sons died and the ark of God was captured: 

 

“(Israel) provoked (God) with their high places and aroused His jealousy with their graven images.  When God heard, He 

was filled with wrath and greatly abhorred Israel;  So that He abandoned the dwelling place at Shiloh, the tent which he 

had pitched among men, and gave up His strength to captivity and His glory into the hand of the adversary.  He also 

delivered his people to the sword and was filled with wrath at His inheritance…” Psalm 78:58-62 

 

In Chapter 6 the Philistines send the ark back to Israel, but there is a problem.  The tabernacle had been set up at Shiloh.  

But the ark cannot be taken back there because Shiloh had been destroyed and apparently the tabernacle too.  (Jer 7:12,14; 

26:6,9) .   

 

1 Samuel 6:13-7:2 (NASB)   
Now the people of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat harvest in the valley, and they raised their eyes 

and saw the ark and were glad to see it. 14And the cart came into the field of Joshua the Beth-shemite and stood 

there where there was a large stone; and they split the wood of the cart and offered the cows as a burnt offering 

to the LORD. 15And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD and the box that was with it, in which were the 

articles of gold, and put them on the large stone; and the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and 

sacrificed sacrifices that day to the LORD. 16And when the five lords of the Philistines saw it, they returned to 

Ekron that day.  
17And these are the golden tumors which the Philistines returned for a guilt offering to the LORD: one for 

Ashdod, one for Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gath, one for Ekron; 18and the golden mice, according to the 

number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both of fortified cities and of country 

villages. The large stone on which they set the ark of the LORD is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua the 

Beth-shemite.  
19And He struck down some of the men of Beth-shemesh because they had looked into the ark of the LORD. He 

struck down of all the people, 50,070 men, and the people mourned because the LORD had struck the people 

with a great slaughter. 20And the men of Beth-shemesh said, "Who is able to stand before the LORD, this holy 

God? And to whom shall He go up from us?" 21So they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, 

saying, "The Philistines have brought back the ark of the LORD; come down and take it up to you." 7:1And the 

men of Kiriath-jearim came and took the ark of the LORD and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, 

and consecrated Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the LORD. 2And it came about from the day that the ark 

remained at Kiriath-jearim that the time was long, for it was twenty years; and all the house of Israel lamented 

after the LORD.  
 

Background on the Ark:  There were many instructions concerning the care and placement and moving of the ark; one 

of which was that it was never to be touched by a human hand.  It was constructed with rings through which poles could 

slide so that it could be carried without being touched.  And all the instructions had to do with reverence toward God and 

His presence among them.  God is willing to dwell among His people, but He required that from the heart they treat Him 

as “the LORD, this Holy God” among them.   



Now this is all fine and good, but how is the new covenant believer to demonstrate and express reverence toward God and 

His presence among us? 

 

We have no tabernacle, no Levitical priesthood, no ark of the covenant.  Since the death of Christ and the day of Pentecost 

there are no more sacrifices and believers themselves are the temple of God, bought with the price of Jesus’ blood and 

body.   

 

One of the best passages in the New Testament that teaches about reverence toward God, His presence and the satisfaction 

of His wrath against us is found in 1 Peter 1-2.  Turn there, if you will, for some practical instruction on living reverently 

before God. 1 Peter 1:14.   

 

1 Peter is written to believers whose faith is being tried and tested through persecution.  And we all know that 

external pressure causes us to discover the limits of our character.  And Peter is exhorting them towards what 

the holiness of God demands of the Christian.   

 

Peter begins this appeal in v. 14 and that’s where we’ll begin. 

 

1 Peter 1:14-2:17 (NASB)  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in 

your ignorance, 15but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 16because 

it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 17And if you address as Father the One who impartially 

judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear (same as reverence) during the time of your 

stay upon earth; 18knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 

futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 

spotless, the blood of Christ. 20For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in 

these last times for the sake of you 21who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and 

gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  

 

What does conducting yourself in fear or reverence during the time of your stay on earth entail?  What does it 

look like?  How do you put feet to that?  This is what he explains next, and the first expression that comes to the 

surface is: 

 

Expression #1: “Fervently Love One Another from the Heart” 

 
22Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love 

one another from the heart, 23for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, 

that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

 

The chief characteristic of our holy God is love.  And so love for others, especially each other, is an expression 

of God’s holiness coming through us. 

 

Jesus once told a story about a servant who was forgiven a 10,000 talent debt by his master.  (1 talent = 15yrs 

wages for a general laborer -150k years wages).  And then this servant had a debtor of his own who owed him 

100 denari (3 months wages of a common laborer).  But he refused to forgive and threw this man in jail. Word 

came to the master who had forgiven the 10k talent debt and he was furious.   

 

Now what kind of reverence did this man have for the love and compassion that he had been shown by his 

master?  None.  So it is with us when we do not “fervently love one another from the heart.” 

 

We have been purchased with the blood of Christ.  Should not that love which has been poured forth into our 

lives spill over upon one another?  To do otherwise is to allow the overflow of God’s love to spill upon the 

ground.   

 



Fervent love for one another is an expression of reverence for God, given the love we have received from Him.  

From here Peter moves on to another demonstration of Christian reverence: 

 

Expression #2: Long for and Nurture Yourself on the Word of God 

 

1 Peter 2:1-3  for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 

the living and abiding word of God. 24For, "ALL FLESH IS LIKE GRASS, AND ALL ITS GLORY LIKE THE FLOWER OF 

GRASS. THE GRASS WITHERS, AND THE FLOWER FALLS OFF, 25BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ABIDES FOREVER."  And 

this is the word which was preached to you.  

 
2:1Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2like newborn 

babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3if you have tasted the 

kindness of the Lord.  

 

We have been born again by the imperishable word of God.  And by this same word of God, we can grow up 

into our faith.  But what many a Christian do is lay aside the bible, preaching, Sunday School, etc once they get 

saved. 

 

How many of you grew up in traditions where after confirmation there was seemingly no more need for the 

study of the scriptures?   

 

When I was a teenager I sat in church with one particular friend every Sunday. This friend was dropped off for 

church and Sunday School by his parents who were members.  When this friend of mine finally walked the aisle 

and professed Christ as savior, he was baptized never to be seen in church again.  Apparently all his parents 

were concerned about was those hoops.  And that was a Baptist church. 

 

I have a close Lutheran friend who is concerned about the same thing going on at a heavy rate among their 

members following teenagers’ confirmation.  No more Sunday School attendance or bible study after that.   

 

This is irreverent behavior for a Christian.  After all, when one is born again, he/she is just a babe and has much 

growth to do.  And the word of God has been given to us by the Holy Spirit, not only for conversion but for 

sanctification and renewing of the mind after having been saturated in the wisdom of the world. 

 

And this is a command “Long for the pure milk of the word.”  This is a heart word not a task word.  Like the 

previous command “fervently love each other from the heart,” the word translated “long for” is something that 

can only be done from the heart.  And this word has preposition on it to strengthen it to mean “long earnestly 

for”. 

 

What is your heart for the word of God?  How is that expressed?  What place does the bible have in your heart?   

If your bible doesn’t get opened during the week, you do not revere God.  It’s that simple.  If the world waxes 

cold your heart for hearing God’s word preached, studying God’s word, and reading it in the hopes of growing 

by it, you do not revere God.   

 

Conducting yourself in reverence during your stay upon earth involves a consistent diet of the word of God. 

 

Expression #3:  Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices Acceptable to God through Jesus Christ 2:4-5 

 

1 Peter 2: 4-5 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of 

God, 5you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… 

 



Ok, but what are spiritual sacrifices?  In the old covenant offering sacrifices of various kinds were offered up 

literally, but what are spiritual sacrifices? 

 

1 Peter 2:6-8 (NASB)   
For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, 

AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM SHALL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." 

  
7This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE 

BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone," 

  
8and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the 

word, and to this doom they were also appointed.  

 

…But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN 

POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 10for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT 

RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY.  

 

Example 1) Boldly testify your praise to God for what He has done 

 

If we are regularly refreshing ourselves on the truths of the gospel that come from the word of God, we are 

going to live in amazement that somehow we are who we are because of God’s choosing and doing and nothing 

to do with ourselves.  Embedded with a grasp of grace instead of works, our mouths, Peter says, should be 

speaking up in praise to God.  “Proclaim,” as Peter says, is a word which carries the tone of boldness and power 

and authority within.   

 

To do so is offering up a spiritual sacrifice.  And in this world talking about such things is a sacrifice.  It will 

cost us wont it?  

 

Example 2) Abstain from fleshly lusts 

 

1 Peter 2:11-12 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war 

against the soul. 12Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander 

you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 

visitation.  

 

Holy God demands holy reverent living.  And one of the sacrifices we offer to the Lord is the forsaking of self -

gratification through worldly fleshly lusts.   

 

Believers who have a reverence for God and the eternal kingdom of which He has made us a part are 

empowered to turn away from things that others around can’t or don’t.  We may choose to forsake material 

pleasures because this world is not our home. 

 

We may choose to forsake eating and drinking beyond what is necessary because our comfort is from the love 

of God, not food and drink. 

 

We must choose to forsake sensuality and immoralities and on and on. 

 

Why?  What is the motivation?  To glorify God.  To keep from giving the name Christian a black eye and 

instead show the world the beauty and purity of our Holy God by our holy lives. 

 

There is more, but this will suffice. 



 

Conclusion:  Brothers and sisters, I know deep in your heart you want to live in the fear of the Lord and so do I.  

And we’ve been reminded that God expects this of every last one of us.   

 

He knows we’re going to fall from time to time, but the heart of reverence day-to-day never has to leave.  Let 

that heart find its expression through: 

 

1. Fervent love for one another 

2. Longing for and feeding on the Word and  

3. Offering spiritual sacrifices of all kinds. 

 

In doing these things they become their own fuel to continue in a reverence for the LORD, our HOLY God. 

 


