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Foreknowledge 
 
Scripture clearly declares that God’s choice, God’s election, is based on God’s 

foreknowledge: 
 
PPT>>>ESV ~ 1 Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who are elect . . 
. according to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
 
PPTS>>>What is “foreknowledge” (1Pe 1:2)? In both English and Greek, “fore” 

means before and “knowledge” means to be aware of something. The Greek is 
prognosis (4268, basis for “prognosis”) “to have knowledge of beforehand” (Thayer 
#4267). Pro means “before” and ginosko means “to know.” Also in NAS “known 
previously.”  Strong’s suggests the meaning, “prearrangement.”  

 
PPT>>>Arminian Prognosis: A doctor may make a prognosis of your future based on 

this prior knowledge of a disease you have, but although the doctor knows what is 
going to happen, the doctor did not cause it to happen. Some people would like to 
interpret what Peter wrote to be like a doctor’s prognosis.  

 
PPT>>>Thiessen’s Perspective: The Arminean theologian H.C. Thiessen admits, “we 

are nowhere told what it is in the foreknowledge of god that determines His choice...” 
He goes on to write that it is “postulating” to believe that God chose those who he 
knew in advance would accept Him. (Lectures in Systematic Theology, p344). 

 
Key Insight: The Bible never states that God looked down the tunnel of time to see 

who would one day believe!  
 
PPT>>>Based on the doctrine of radical depravity, if God had merely looked 

down the tunnel of time to see who would choose Him, what would He have 
foreknown? He would have seen that left to themselves, no one would come to 
Jesus, no one would seek God, no one would accept the things of God. 

 
ill Will: God chose us for salvation despite what He foresaw that we would do if left to 

ourselves. God's choice was in defiance of foreseen ill will (Jn 15:19). 
 
PPT>>>Two Meanings: “Foreknowledge” actually has two possible meanings: 

1. The mental apprehension of events beforehand; to know in advance 
2. To love beforehand; to regard with favor beforehand, or to choose beforehand. 

 
Let’s look at the evidence for this second meaning: 
 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son 
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PPT>>>Who Not What: Foreknowledge concerns who, not what. It states who God 
foreknew (people) not what God foreknew (what people would do; tunnel of time 
theory). It concerns God determining in advance to have a covenant relationship with 
certain people; it is not God knowing in advance what those people would do. 

 
The following verses all contain the Hebrew or Greek word for “know”. How does 

each usage broaden your definition of “foreknowledge”?   
 
PPT>>>ESV Genesis 4:17 ~ Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch.  
 
What does it mean when it says Cain knew his wife (Ge 4:17)? It means he had an 

intimate relationship with her. It does not mean Cain simply knew about her or merely 
what her name was. 

 
PPT>>>ESV Psalm 101:4 ~ A perverse heart shall be far from me; I will know nothing 

of evil. 
 
Does this mean that God is so holy, He does not know about the existence of sin? 
 
In what sense does God know nothing of evil? 
 
PPT>>>ESV Amos 3:2 ~ "You only have I known of all the families of the earth . . . 
 
****In Amos 3:2, did God mean that of all the nations in the world, He was only 

aware of Israel’s existence? Of course not; God knew about all the nations. 
However, God only had a special relationship with the Jews. 

 
PPT>>>ESV Matthew 7:23 ~ “I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.” 
 
How it is possible that Jesus, God Almighty in human flesh, did not know who 

these people were? Obviously Jesus did not know them in the sense that He did not 
have a saving relationship with them. 

 
Foreknowledge: “Know” in these instances clearly means more than a simple 

cognizance of some facts; in the Bible it also can denote an intimate, special, 
accepting relationship with someone. Thus, “foreknowledge” refers to the love that 
God had for certain chosen people before they were ever born. God regarded them 
with favor beforehand, He loved them beforehand, and so He chose to give them 
salvation: 

 
ESV Ephesians 1:4 ~ In love He predestined us . . .  
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PPT>>>John Murray: “Even if it were granted that ‘foreknew’ means the foresight of 
faith, the biblical doctrine of sovereign election is not thereby eliminated or disproven. 
For it is certainly true that God foresees faith; He foresees all that comes to pass. The 
question would then simply be: whence proceeds this faith, which God foresees? And 
the only biblical answer is that the faith which God foresees is the faith He himself 
creates . . . Hence His eternal foresight of faith is preconditioned by His decree to 
generate this faith in those whom He foresees as believing.” 

 
God foresees it because God causes it! 
 
Now, let’s go on past Romans 8:29. 
 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 8:29-30 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called 
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 
***What salvation sequence is evident here?  
 
PPT>>>1. Foreknew (fore-loved) > 2. predestined (determined their destination 

beforehand) > 3. called (effectual call; irresistible grace) > 4. justified (results in faith; 
regeneration precedes faith) > 5. glorified (now and in eternity). 

 
Note: 1 & 2 occurred in eternity past. 3 & 4 occur in time, in history. 5 is both now and in 

eternity future. 
 
Summary: “Foreknowledge” refers to the love that God had for certain people before 

they were ever born. God regarded them with favor beforehand, He loved them 
beforehand, and so He chose to give them salvation. 

 
Foreknowledge Applications 

 
Is it possible to “break the loop” of Romans 8:28-30; that is, can someone be 

foreknown but not be predestined or predestined but not called or called but 
never justified or justified but never glorified?  Why? No; the text clearly states 
that if a person is foreknown then he will “also” be predestined, called, justified, and 
glorified. They are linked. It is a package deal. 

 
Application #1: It is not possible to lose one’s salvation. This is called the 

Perseverance of the Saints. 
 
PPT>>>ESV John 6:37 ~ All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 

comes to me I will never cast out. 
 
PPT>>>ESV John 6:39 ~ And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 

nothing of all that he has given me . . . 
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PPT>>>ESV John 6:40 ~ For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on 

the Son and believes in him should have eternal life . . . 
 
If you had eternal life for ten years but then lost it, it was not eternal life, it was ten year 

life. Eternal life is, by definition, eternal! 
 
PPT>>>ESV John 10:28-29 ~ I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and 

no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 

 
Application #2 
 
Right before Romans 8:29-30 is Romans 8:28. 
 
PPT>>>ESV Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
 
Application: All things really do work together for good, to make us more like Jesus! 

You need to remember that, to count on that, when things in your life don’t go a 
planned (don’t get into school you wanted; don’t get that scholarship; you mess up at 
work; that special someone you like doesn’t feel the same about you; you get sick or 
injured and have to miss important events in your life; know and believe that God 
causes all things to work together for good, to conform you to the image of His Son. 

 
------------------------------------- 
 
PPT>>>The below is an excerpt from an evangelistic message preached by Charles Spurgeon 

in1855 to 12,000 people in a field off King Edward's Road in Hackney (The Forgotten 
Spurgeon, Ivan Murray, p. 92). 

 
Oh! I love God’s ‘shalls’ and ‘wills.’ There is nothing comparable to them. Let a 

man say ‘shall,’ what is it good for? ‘I will,’ says man, and he never performs; ‘I 
shall,’ says he, and he breaks his promise. But it is never so with God’s ‘shalls.’ 
If he says, ‘shall,’ it shall be; when he says, ‘will,’ it will be. Now He has said 
here, ‘many shall come.’ The devil says, ‘they shall not come’; but ‘they shall 
come’. You yourselves, say, ‘we won’t come’; God says, ‘You shall come’.  

 
Yes! There are some here who are laughing at salvation, who can scoff at Christ, 

and mock at the gospel; but I tell you some of you shall come yet. ‘What!’ you 
say, ‘can God make me become a Christian?’ I tell you yes, for herein rests the 
power of the gospel. It does not ask your consent; but it gets it. It does not say, 
will you have it, but it makes you willing in the day of God’s power…  

 
The gospel wants not your consent, it gets it. It knocks the enmity out of 

your heart. You say, ‘I do not want to be saved;’ Christ says you shall be. 
He makes your will turn round, and then you cry, ‘Lord, save, or I perish.’ 
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Ah, might heaven exclaim, ‘I knew I would make you say that;’ and then 
he rejoices over you because he has changed your will and made you 
willing in the day of his power. 

 
If Jesus Christ were to stand on this platform tonight, what would many 

people do with Him? If He were to come and say, ‘Here I am, I love you, 
will you be saved by me?’ not one of you would consent if you were left to 
your will. He Himself said, ‘No man can come to me except the Father 
who hath sent me draw him.’ Ah! We want that; and here we have it. They 
shall come! They shall come! You may laugh, you may despise us; but 
Jesus Christ shall not die for nothing. If some of you reject Him there are 
some that will not. If there are some that are not saved, others shall be. 
Christ shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in His hands. They shall come! And nought in 
heaven, nor on earth, nor in hell, can stop them from coming. 

 
Objection 

 
PPT>>>How would you evaluate this objection? “I do not believe in predestination because I 

do not believe that God brings people, kicking and screaming against their wills, into the 
kingdom, while He excludes others from His kingdom who desperately want to be saved”?  
1) Predestination does not mean God brings people in His kingdom kicking and screaming 

against their wills. God grants a person both the desire and the ability to enter His kingdom. 
 
ESV Philippians 2:13 . . . it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 
 
God so works in your life that He causes you to believe. For example, He might see to it that 

the elect are born in a place where they will hear the Gospel. God softens the hearts of the 
elect to the Gospel. He gives the elect the desire to obey. And he will make you think it is all 
your idea! 

 
2) Jesus promised not to exclude anyone who comes to Him for salvation: 
 
ESV John 6:37 . . . whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 
 
The very fact that a person comes to Jesus by faith indicates that person is one of God’s 

elect. 
 

3) No person in his natural state desperately wants to be in God’s kingdom on God’s terms 
(we love our sin too much). 

 
ESV Romans 3:11 . . . no one seeks for God. 
 

What is the best way to begin to help someone who sincerely believes the above 
statement? 1) He must be dealt with in love, not arrogance or disgust. 2) Patiently listen to 
his concerns. 3) Rather than making dogmatic assertions, ask him questions to lead him to a 
different understanding. 
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Discussion Questions 
 
What is the foreknowledge of God? 
 
Why is God’s foreknowledge necessarily more than a doctor’s prognosis? 
 
How are predestination and election connected with God’s foreknowledge? 
 
Why should you thank God for fore-loving you? 
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