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Introduction:  What is your purpose in life?  Most of the original colonists in this land knew the answer in the 
1600s and later in the 1700s.  They would have been very familiar with the Westminster Shorter Catechism's  
opening question and answer: "What is the chief end of man?  Man's chief end it to glorify God, and to enjoy 
Him for ever."  This is exactly how the Apostle Paul completes this wonderful exposition of the gospel.  His final
sentence is a complex one starting in verse 25 and running through verse 27.  

1. Not only are we considering the final verses of this complete Letter to the Roman Saints, but also the 
final touches of the section of practical applications and greeting.  You remember he began his intense 
application with the first verse of Chapter 12.  You will also remember the finishing verses of Chapter 11 in 
which he concludes what many call his doctrinal section, vv33-36.  The Holy Spirit wants you to see that the 
practice of your Christian living is set within these glorious "bookends" of, "To Him be the glory forever" and 
"Now to Him ... be the glory forever".

2. Ezekiel 36:16-32  it is all for God's glory.  J. S. Bach signed the pieces of music which he composed, 
"Soli Deo Gloria",  "Only to God the Glory".  

3. The Apostle Paul is telling you that the gospel, the incarnation of Christ Jesus, the writing of the 
Letter to the Romans, is all for the glory of God.  This is God's ultimate end, and ought to be yours as well in 
everything you do, in everything you say, in everything you endure.

4. In these concluding verses Paul returns to the themes with which he began this letter.  Consider the 
parallels: Chapter 16 Chapter 1

v25  able to establish you v11  that you may be established
v25  my gospel v1  for the gospel of God
v25-26  mystery hidden v2  which He promised beforehand
v26  the Scriptures of the prophets v2  through His prophets in the holy Scriptures
v26  to obedience of faith v5  the obedience of faith

5. "able to establish you"  Beloved your strength and endurance are not to be found in you.  You are not 
able 'to pick yourself up by your own bootstraps'.  Your perseverance is God's perseverance with you.  He is your
strength and salvation.  Keep your eyes upon Him.  How do you keep your eyes on Him?  By the gospel which 
Paul has expounded in Romans, by the preaching of Jesus.  Do not forsake the means of grace, the means by 
which God establishes you.  Reject the unbelief of Emerson.

6. "my gospel"  Paul can state it this way because he is clear that the gospel which he preaches is contrary 
to the wisdom of man.  It is the revealed gospel of whom God is the source as he states in the opening of his 
Roman Letter.

7. "mystery hidden"  Though the gospel of God, to which Paul was supremely committed, had been 
figured and shadowed in the Old Testament its full revelation did not occur until Pentecost with the coming of 
the Holy Spirit.  Then it became clear and also a reality, that the Lord Jesus was the Savior of sinners of all 
nations, tribes, and tongues, not just the Jews.  Jesus is the Savior of the World, including Jews but also Gentiles.

8. "the Scriptures of the prophets"  Your Bible is an holy library composed of 66 books, written during a
period of 1500 years.  The New Testament is about the same subject as the Old Testament, but is more clear and 
full.  It does not replace the Old Testament but adds to it.  It is all about Jesus.1

1 John 5:46-47



9. "the obedience of faith"  We should understand Paul to mean the subjective genitive, which would be 
captured translating, "for obedience which flows out from faith."  Paul is telling you that the apostolic goal 
was to bring sinners to a saving faith in Jesus which would prove itself in lawful obedience to the King's law.  
We can give five reasons why it should be taken as a subjective genitive.  (1)  Understood this way brings Paul's 
statement into alignment with Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 7:15-23, and John's teaching
in 1 John 2:3-6.  (2)  The scope of Paul's letter to the Romans matches this goal statement.  We mentioned earlier
how the appositional understanding would fail to embrace what Paul actually writes.  (3)  The subjective genitive
is consistent with other explicit goal statements written by Paul, Galatians 4:19;  Ephesians 4:17-24;  5:1-14;  1 
Timothy 1:5 with Romans 13:8-10.  (4)  Paul's personal angst expressed in Romans 7:21-25.  His resolution of 
the struggle between sin and righteousness in his own heart and life is not to comfort himself that he believes 
and therefore to accept the struggle as a temporary necessity.  He believes and therefore wages war against 
indwelling sin!  There is in Paul no neutrality toward sin, no laying down of arms but rather a taking up arms.  
He is not content merely with believing, but wants to bring his whole life into conformity with his believing.  (5)
Paul's apostolic gift was to do the Great Commission, Matthew 28:18-20.

10. All which Paul has written, is for the glory of God.  Those who are brought and kept by the gospel to 
the obedience of faith are trophies of God's glory in salvation and grace.  Those whose hearts are hardened and 
remain in rebellion to God are trophies of God's glory in His righteous judgment.  It is only in the perspective of 
this truth that you can make sense of Habakkuk's response to the coming judgment upon the church at the hand 
of the dreadful Chaldeans.2

11. Habakkuk did not descend into gloom and despair in the face of the awful judgment of God to come 
upon his people.  Yes, he was greatly troubled.  Yes, it dismayed his heart until he heard the Word of God.  Then 
he was established in faith in God and could give such a glorious response.

12. This great country is ripe for God's awful judgment.  She once rejoiced in God and His ways.  Her 
laws were founded upon God's Law.  But the Enlightenment arrived on her shores in the early mid 1700s, 
bewitching the heart of the  northern colonies.  By the late 1700s the Christian mind-set was in decline.  This led 
President George Washington to issue his prophetic warning that it is with great peril that we contemplate a 
society based on something other than the true religion of Christ Jesus.3  As a people we did not give heed to 
Washington's warning.  In the early to mid 1800s the North descended into Unitarianism and Transcendentalism. 
For example Ralph Waldo Emerson's writing, "The relations of the soul to the divine spirit are so pure, that it is 
profane to seek to interpose helps. ... Whenever a mind is simple, and receives a divine wisdom, old things pass 
away, - means, teachers, texts, temples fall;  it lives now, and absorbs past and future into the present hour. ... If, 
therefore, a man claims to know and speak of God, and carries you backward to the phraseology of some old 
moldered nation in another country, in another world, believe him not."4  As the North descended into unbelief 
the South was visited by the Holy Spirit and belief was growing as revival was experienced.  In the beginning of 
the 20th Century the concepts of Marxism and its Socialism began asserting its influence in these United States.  
President Woodrow Wilson in 1917 praised the historical events that were taking place in Russia.  That is he 
praised the revolutionary tactics of the communists overthrowing Czar Nicholas II.5  Today we are in the midst 
of a Marxist-Socialist coup.  What will be the outcome?  

13. Whatever the outcome our duty is to trust God knowing that He is working to make His glory known!  
Meditate upon the exalted scene of God the Father and of God the Son written by John in Revelation 4-5.  
To God be all glory!                                                                                                                                       

2 Habakkuk 3:16-19
3 President George Washington's Farewell Address, 1797
4 Emerson, Ralph Waldo, Self-Reliance and Over Essays,  Dover, published 1993 p28 (Originally published in 1841
5 President Woodrow Wilson, War Message, given on April 2, 1917


