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I.	The	Sovereignty	of	God	In	the	Details	(v1-6)	
A.	The	sinfulness	of	man	and	God's	sovereignty.	
	
Psalm	76:10	Surely	the	wrath	of	man	shall	praise	
you;	the	remnant	of	wrath	you	will	put	on	like	a	
belt.	
Acts	2:23	&	24	this	Jesus,	delivered	up	according	
to	the	definite	plan	and	foreknowledge	of	God,	
you	crucified	and	killed	by	the	hands	of	lawless	
men.	24	God	raised	him	up,	loosing	the	pangs	of	
death,	because	it	was	not	possible	for	him	to	be	
held	by	it.	
1	Thessalonians	5:22	Abstain	from	every	form	of	
evil.	
Matthew	4:15	“The	land	of	Zebulun	and	the	land	
of	Naphtali,	the	way	of	the	sea,	beyond	the	
Jordan,	Galilee	of	the	Gentiles—	
	
B.	The	sovereignty	of	God	in	reaching	the	lost.	
	
John	10:16	And	I	have	other	sheep	that	are	not	of	
this	fold.	I	must	bring	them	also,	and	they	will	
listen	to	my	voice.	So	there	will	be	one	flock,	one	
shepherd.	
John	6:38	&	39	For	I	have	come	down	from	
heaven,	not	to	do	my	own	will	but	the	will	of	him	
who	sent	me.	39	And	this	is	the	will	of	him	who	
sent	me,	that	I	should	lose	nothing	of	all	that	he	
has	given	me,	but	raise	it	up	on	the	last	day.	
	
C.	The	sovereignty	of	God	and	the	man	Christ	
Jesus.	
	
Hebrews	2:17	&	18	Therefore	he	had	to	be	made	
like	his	brothers	in	every	respect,	so	that	he	
might	become	a	merciful	and	faithful	high	priest	
in	the	service	of	God,	to	make	propitiation	for	the	
sins	of	the	people.	18	For	because	he	himself	has	
suffered	when	tempted,	he	is	able	to	help	those	
who	are	being	tempted.	

2	Corinthians	5:21	For	our	sake	he	made	him	to	
be	sin	who	knew	no	sin,	so	that	in	him	we	might	
become	the	righteousness	of	God.	
1	Peter	2:22	He	committed	no	sin,	neither	was	
deceit	found	in	his	mouth.	
1	John	3:5	You	know	that	he	appeared	in	order	
to	take	away	sins,	and	in	him	there	is	no	sin.	
	
II.	The	Shepherd	Reaches	Out	To	a	Lost	Lamb	
(v7-15)	
A.	The	divine	appointment.	
	
Acts	9:3–5	Now	as	he	went	on	his	way,	he	
approached	Damascus,	and	suddenly	a	light	from	
heaven	shone	around	him.	4	And	falling	to	the	
ground	he	heard	a	voice	saying	to	him,	“Saul,	
Saul,	why	are	you	persecuting	me?”	5	And	he	
said,	“Who	are	you,	Lord?”	And	he	said,	“I	am	
Jesus,	whom	you	are	persecuting.	
John	1:47–49	Jesus	saw	Nathanael	coming	
toward	him	and	said	of	him,	“Behold,	an	Israelite	
indeed,	in	whom	there	is	no	deceit!”	48	
Nathanael	said	to	him,	“How	do	you	know	me?”	
Jesus	answered	him,	“Before	Philip	called	you,	
when	you	were	under	the	fig	tree,	I	saw	you.”	49	
Nathanael	answered	him,	“Rabbi,	you	are	the	Son	
of	God!	You	are	the	King	of	Israel!”	
John	3:8	The	wind	blows	where	it	wishes,	and	
you	hear	its	sound,	but	you	do	not	know	where	it	
comes	from	or	where	it	goes.	So	it	is	with	
everyone	who	is	born	of	the	Spirit.”	
Titus	3:3–7	For	we	ourselves	were	once	foolish,	
disobedient,	led	astray,	slaves	to	various	
passions	and	pleasures,	passing	our	days	in	
malice	and	envy,	hated	by	others	and	hating	one	
another.	4	But	when	the	goodness	and	loving	
kindness	of	God	our	Savior	appeared,	5	he	saved	
us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	
righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	
by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	



the	Holy	Spirit,	6	whom	he	poured	out	on	us	
richly	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior,	7	so	that	
being	justified	by	his	grace	we	might	become	
heirs	according	to	the	hope	of	eternal	life.	
	
B.	The	divine	destruction	of	racial	prejudice.	
	
Acts	10:34	&	35	So	Peter	opened	his	mouth	and	
said:	“Truly	I	understand	that	God	shows	no	
partiality,	35	but	in	every	nation	anyone	who	
fears	him	and	does	what	is	right	is	acceptable	to	
him.	
Galatians	3:28	&	29	There	is	neither	Jew	nor	
Greek,	there	is	neither	slave	nor	free,	there	is	no	
male	and	female,	for	you	are	all	one	in	Christ	
Jesus.	29	And	if	you	are	Christ’s,	then	you	are	
Abraham’s	offspring,	heirs	according	to	promise.	
John	3:16	“For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	he	
gave	his	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	
should	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	
	
C.	The	shepherd’s	hook.	
	
Psalm	23:4	Even	though	I	walk	through	the	
valley	of	the	shadow	of	death,	I	will	fear	no	evil,	
for	you	are	with	me;	your	rod	and	your	staff,	
they	comfort	me.	
John	3:16	“For	God	so	loved	the	world,	that	he	
gave	his	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	
should	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life	
Psalm	36:9	For	with	you	is	the	fountain	of	life;	in	
your	light	do	we	see	light.	
Isaiah	12:3	With	joy	you	will	draw	water	from	
the	wells	of	salvation.	
	
D.	The	real	need	of	sheep.	
	
1	Corinthians	2:14	The	natural	person	does	not	
accept	the	things	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	for	they	are	
folly	to	him,	and	he	is	not	able	to	understand	
them	because	they	are	spiritually	discerned.	
Psalm	143:6	I	stretch	out	my	hands	to	you;	my	
soul	thirsts	for	you	like	a	parched	land.	Selah	
Acts	8:30	&	31	So	Philip	ran	to	him	and	heard	
him	reading	Isaiah	the	prophet	and	asked,	“Do	
you	understand	what	you	are	reading?”	31	And	
he	said,	“How	can	I,	unless	someone	guides	me?”	
And	he	invited	Philip	to	come	up	and	sit	with	
him.	
	
E.	Only	truth	brings	true	satisfaction.	

	
Ephesians	2:6	&	7	and	raised	us	up	with	him	and	
seated	us	with	him	in	the	heavenly	places	in	
Christ	Jesus,	7	so	that	in	the	coming	ages	he	
might	show	the	immeasurable	riches	of	his	grace	
in	kindness	toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	
2	Corinthians	8:9	For	you	know	the	grace	of	our	
Lord	Jesus	Christ,	that	though	he	was	rich,	yet	for	
your	sake	he	became	poor,	so	that	you	by	his	
poverty	might	become	rich.	
Romans	8:16	&	17	The	Spirit	himself	bears	
witness	with	our	spirit	that	we	are	children	of	
God,	17	and	if	children,	then	heirs—heirs	of	God	
and	fellow	heirs	with	Christ,	provided	we	suffer	
with	him	in	order	that	we	may	also	be	glorified	
with	him.	
Psalm	42:11	Why	are	you	cast	down,	O	my	soul,	
and	why	are	you	in	turmoil	within	me?	Hope	in	
God;	for	I	shall	again	praise	him,	my	salvation	
and	my	God.	
	
F.	Evidences	of	life.	
	
Romans	10:13	For	“everyone	who	calls	on	the	
name	of	the	Lord	will	be	saved.”	
Isaiah	55:1–3	“Come,	everyone	who	thirsts,	come	
to	the	waters;	and	he	who	has	no	money,	come,	
buy	and	eat!	Come,	buy	wine	and	milk	without	
money	and	without	price.	2	Why	do	you	spend	
your	money	for	that	which	is	not	bread,	and	your	
labor	for	that	which	does	not	satisfy?	Listen	
diligently	to	me,	and	eat	what	is	good,	and	
delight	yourselves	in	rich	food.	3	Incline	your	
ear,	and	come	to	me;	hear,	that	your	soul	may	
live;	and	I	will	make	with	you	an	everlasting	
covenant,	my	steadfast,	sure	love	for	David.	
	
III.	There	Is	No	Salvation	Without	Repentance	of	
Sin	(v16-19)	
A.	Truth	exposes	sin.	
	
Colossians	2:3	in	whom	are	hidden	all	the	
treasures	of	wisdom	and	knowledge.	
Psalm	139:3	&	4	You	search	out	my	path	and	my	
lying	down	and	are	acquainted	with	all	my	ways.	
4	Even	before	a	word	is	on	my	tongue,	behold,	O	
Lord,	you	know	it	altogether.	
Isaiah	55:6	&	7	“Seek	the	Lord	while	he	may	be	
found;	call	upon	him	while	he	is	near;	7	let	the	
wicked	forsake	his	way,	and	the	unrighteous	
man	his	thoughts;	let	him	return	to	the	Lord,	that	



he	may	have	compassion	on	him,	and	to	our	God,	
for	he	will	abundantly	pardon.	
Acts	26:19	&	20	“Therefore,	O	King	Agrippa,	I	
was	not	disobedient	to	the	heavenly	vision,	20	
but	declared	first	to	those	in	Damascus,	then	in	
Jerusalem	and	throughout	all	the	region	of	Judea,	
and	also	to	the	Gentiles,	that	they	should	repent	
and	turn	to	God,	performing	deeds	in	keeping	
with	their	repentance.	
1	Thessalonians	1:9	For	they	themselves	report	
concerning	us	the	kind	of	reception	we	had	
among	you,	and	how	you	turned	to	God	from	
idols	to	serve	the	living	and	true	God,	
	
B.	Confession	is	the	beginning	of	repentance.	
	
Proverbs	28:13	Whoever	conceals	his	
transgressions	will	not	prosper,	but	he	who	
confesses	and	forsakes	them	will	obtain	mercy.	
1	John	1:8–10	If	we	say	we	have	no	sin,	we	
deceive	ourselves,	and	the	truth	is	not	in	us.	9	If	
we	confess	our	sins,	he	is	faithful	and	just	to	
forgive	us	our	sins	and	to	cleanse	us	from	all	
unrighteousness.	10	If	we	say	we	have	not	
sinned,	we	make	him	a	liar,	and	his	word	is	not	in	
us.	
	
IV.	There	Is	Only	One	Way	To	God	(v20-26)	
A.	The	default	is	to	turn	to	man-centered	
religion.	
	
Genesis	4:3–5	In	the	course	of	time	Cain	brought	
to	the	Lord	an	offering	of	the	fruit	of	the	ground,	
4	and	Abel	also	brought	of	the	firstborn	of	his	
flock	and	of	their	fat	portions.	And	the	Lord	had	
regard	for	Abel	and	his	offering,	5	but	for	Cain	
and	his	offering	he	had	no	regard.	So	Cain	was	
very	angry,	and	his	face	fell.	
	
B.	The	answer	is	found	in	true	worship.	
	
Isaiah	29:13	And	the	Lord	said:	“Because	this	
people	draw	near	with	their	mouth	and	honor	
me	with	their	lips,	while	their	hearts	are	far	from	
me,	and	their	fear	of	me	is	a	commandment	
taught	by	men,	
Isaiah	48:1	Hear	this,	O	house	of	Jacob,	who	are	
called	by	the	name	of	Israel,	and	who	came	from	
the	waters	of	Judah,	who	swear	by	the	name	of	
the	Lord	and	confess	the	God	of	Israel,	but	not	in	
truth	or	right.	

Jeremiah	12:1	Righteous	are	you,	O	Lord,	when	I	
complain	to	you;	yet	I	would	plead	my	case	
before	you.	Why	does	the	way	of	the	wicked	
prosper?	Why	do	all	who	are	treacherous	thrive?	
Matthew	15:7–9	You	hypocrites!	Well	did	Isaiah	
prophesy	of	you,	when	he	said:	8	“	‘This	people	
honors	me	with	their	lips,	but	their	heart	is	far	
from	me;	9	in	vain	do	they	worship	me,	teaching	
as	doctrines	the	commandments	of	men.’	”	
Titus	2:11–14	For	the	grace	of	God	has	appeared,	
bringing	salvation	for	all	people,	12	training	us	
to	renounce	ungodliness	and	worldly	passions,	
and	to	live	self-controlled,	upright,	and	godly	
lives	in	the	present	age,	13	waiting	for	our	
blessed	hope,	the	appearing	of	the	glory	of	our	
great	God	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ,	14	who	gave	
himself	for	us	to	redeem	us	from	all	lawlessness	
and	to	purify	for	himself	a	people	for	his	own	
possession	who	are	zealous	for	good	works.	
Romans	10:17	So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	
hearing	through	the	word	of	Christ.	
John	17:17	Sanctify	them	in	the	truth;	your	word	
is	truth.	
	
C.	The	hope	in	Messiah.	
	
Deuteronomy	18:18	I	will	raise	up	for	them	a	
prophet	like	you	from	among	their	brothers.	And	
I	will	put	my	words	in	his	mouth,	and	he	shall	
speak	to	them	all	that	I	command	him.	
Isaiah	61:1	&	2	The	Spirit	of	the	Lord	God	is	upon	
me,	because	the	Lord	has	anointed	me	to	bring	
good	news	to	the	poor;	he	has	sent	me	to	bind	up	
the	brokenhearted,	to	proclaim	liberty	to	the	
captives,	and	the	opening	of	the	prison	to	those	
who	are	bound;	2	to	proclaim	the	year	of	the	
Lord’s	favor,	and	the	day	of	vengeance	of	our	
God;	to	comfort	all	who	mourn;	
	
D.	Jesus	is	the	Messiah.	
	
John	8:58	Jesus	said	to	them,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	
to	you,	before	Abraham	was,	I	am.”	
John	20:31	but	these	are	written	so	that	you	may	
believe	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ,	the	Son	of	God,	
and	that	by	believing	you	may	have	life	in	his	
name.	


