WORLDLY CUSTOMS PRACTICED BY CHRISTIANS
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SCRIPTURE: Colossians 2:16-23

% Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on
asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without
reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
that is from God.

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not
touch” (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according to human
precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-

made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in
stopping the indulgence of the flesh.
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“Therefore” - concluding from the above discourse:
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= Since Christ is supreme over everything (1:15-20)

= Since in Christ all the fullness of deity dwells bodily (v. 9)
= Since Christ is the head of all rule and authority (v. 10)

= Since we died, buried and raised in Christ (v. | 1-12)

= Since God has made us alive in Christ (v. 13)

= Since God has disarmed the powers of darkness in Christ (v. 15) ........ “Therefore”
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Unbiblical practices:
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Food (v. 16) (forbidding to eat certain meat, like pig, camel, rabbit, some birds)
Drink (v. 16)

Festival (v. 16)

A New Moon (v. 16)

A Sabbath (v. 16)

Asceticism (v. 18) (NIV “False humility”), either speaks about ‘rigorous bodily disciplines’
(like fasting) or approaching God through angels as an act of humility.

Worship of Angels (v. 18) Perhaps they were praying to angels for protection from the
evil spirits and worshiping them. Remember, John himself was tempted to worship
angels.

Detailed visions (v. 18)

Human regulations, “Do not handle,” “Do not taste,” “Do not touch” (v. 20-21)
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Unbiblical claims:
I. “Let no one pass judgment on you” on these things (v. 16)
2. “Let no one disqualify you” on these things (v. 18)

Note: This is also a caution for us not to do the same to others.
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Unbiblical reasons:

I. Misunderstanding of God’s Word
Sin

Security/fear

Spiritual maturity

Acceptance and pleasing to God

Fear of people
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Losing or gaining salvation

Note: Not all customs are bad, but if customs lead us to into unbiblical reasons, we must flee

from them.

BAWIBE SPEET:

1. B 55§y eardo BR0E dcko

Preached by C. Stephen David to SSS Hyderabad, India, on November 22, 2020



. Do

. 2583 [ &5o%00

. BT°(B) S DODS(D

. 2900530 DB03D B3NS AN

. PR FPodo

N o 00 B~ W DN

. 886 géﬁbaao S Focdcio

HODE: esﬁbcl e9T°T°e) acaéé’) 5°), S°R) 3TPTPRD E38eNDHS
SPEEPOL) G0 B, do TrE) Lol POV Ted.

Modern day Problems:

In India, many Christians are under the influence of Hinduism. They judge and look down at
those who eat

= Beef
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= Some eat veg and judge others who eat non-veg for killing living things.

" ot FST) ST 080HL RSEOO 2H
(S-28) SJI°0D Aty SO .

»> | Timothy 4:1 -5, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart
from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,
through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and
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require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by
those who believe and know the truth. For everything created by God is good, and

nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the
word of God and prayer.” (cf. Mark 7:18-19; | Corinthians 8:8)
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Note: If anyone wants to exercise restrictions on food and drink, it is an issue of personal
freedom, but do not judge others nor let anyone judge you on such issues. Beware of legalism!
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= Auspicious days for marriage in Dec 2020: I, 7, 8,9, I | (not judged, but an issue)
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* Memorial service after death. 3™ day (chinna dinala), and 5%, 7, 9" day (pedda dinalu)
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= Cradle ceremony (purudu) done in | Ith day, 16th day, 2Ist day, 3rd month or 29th
month.
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= Shaving off baby’s hair after 4 months till 3 years. Do it in a church building. Pastor will
cut the hair.
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= A new moon (amaavsya) is considered an inauspicious day. (According to mPanchang,
Amavasya is quite inauspicious as it is believed that the evil spirits are strong and roam
free during this day particularly. It is this day when dark magic or Tantra can easily reach
its fullness) (not judged, but an issue)
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Tuesdays and Saturday are considered an inauspicious day. (because Mars (35"5‘3) and Saturn

(éa) planets rule that day respectively which are called Evil planets).
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= Putting right leg in a house (she receives feminine energy)
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* Vaastu (Hindu way of designing and building in a way that has an impact on the welfare
of people)
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= Paalu Ponginchadam — boiling milk (Gruhapravesham — house warming)—for good luck
and prosperity and avoid danger
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= Caste discrimination (high and low caste)
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* Mensuration ceremony
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* Yoga (physical exercise with spiritual implications)
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= Gifts or donations are always in odd numbersi.e |1, 51, 101 or 1001
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*  When you travel, it is a bad sign to have a cat pass by you or if someone sneezes.
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* Head shaving after the death of a family member.
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= A widow not wearing bangles and gold.
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=  Widows being denied to participate in auspicious occasions and also despising
remarriage.
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Galatians 4:8-11, “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to
those that by nature are not gods. But now that you have come to know God, or rather
to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless
elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? You
observe days and months and seasons and years! | am afraid | may have labored over
you in vain.”
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What are the faults that Paul presents with such ideas and practices?
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% Colossians 2:22-23, “(referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according
to human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in
promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no
value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.”

I. “according to human precepts and teachings” (have no divine endorsement)
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R. C. Sproul: How many Christians have been taught that it is sinful to do things that God
has not declared sinful?
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Jerry Bridges: Only God is the final authority on what constitutes holy living. (HDBD, pg. 169)
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2. “referring to things that all perish as they are used” (having no eternal value)
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3. “an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion” (promoting false security
and godliness)
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4. “they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh” (they do not progress
inner godliness)
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Note: All these rob us from the abundant life and joy in Christ.
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So, what is the counsel of Paul to the church?

I. Believers have died with Christ to the vain principles of the world and to meaningless
human rules.

% Colossians 2:20, “If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why,
as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations”
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2. Believers must hold on to Christ alone for their salvation, sanctification, security,
satisfaction, sufficiency, and spiritual maturity.

% Colossians 2:19, “not holding fast (firmly clinging) to the Head (the source and
authority), from whom the whole body (the church), nourished and knit together
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through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God (spiritual
nourishment).”
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