
  

 

Page | 1 

Hidden Hills Sovereign Grace Baptist Church  

Sunday Sermon 

Date:  November 21, 2021 

Text:  Matthew 13:47-50  

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 13:47-50 

Subject: The parable of the Drag-Net 

In the preceding message from Matthew 13:45-46, we considered 

the parable of the Pearl of Great Price  – the 6th of the seven kingdom 

parables.  We saw that this parable taught us that the kingdom of heaven 

is likened to a merchantman seeking goodly pearls, and when he found 

one pearl of great price, for the joy of it went and sold all that he had and 

bought that pearl.  

A right discernment of the parable is possible only when we know 

the meaning of  (1) The Merchantman; and, (2) the Pearl of Great Price. 

We saw that the pearl of great price is the Lord’s New Testament Church. 

This is the church which he has purchased with his own blood.  We saw 

that the metaphor, “One pearl of great price” is the church which can be 

seen in the circumstances in which a pearl is formed in the injured oyster 

in the filth and scum of the sea’s bottom.  We saw that the oyster has it’s 

beginning with a wound from a foreign object which comes into the shell 

and hurts the oyster – perhaps just a grain of sand.  God has equipped 

the oyster with a defense mechanism in which the creature exudes nacre 

(mother of pearl) onto the wound layer after layer during a very long 

process in which the wound is covered with a wonderful and beautiful 

pearl. The pearl is a gem which must remain intact for its value – much 

unlike any other gem in existence.  This speaks of the unity of the 

church, the body of Christ which is also the bride of Christ.  At the end of 

this age at the first resurrection, the Lord’s saints, both dead and living, 

will be given their house of from heaven, a new glorified body, and be 

caught up to the marriage supper of the lamb.  At this marriage supper, 
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the saints of the ages will be there as the church of the firstborn, the 

unblemished bride of Christ, there to be joined to him forever. 

Now we come to our text for today – the 47th through the 50th  

verses of the 13th chapter of Matthew. 

Matthew 13:47-48 (KJV) Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 

unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 

48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and 

gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 

 

Matthew 13:49-50 (KJV) So shall it be at the end of the world: the 

angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the 

just, 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into 

the sea, and gathered of every kind" (Matt. 13 :47-50). We have 

previously pointed out that it is of first importance to carefully note the 

manner and method in which these seven parables are arranged.  Why is 

that?  It is because their order supplies a key to their interpretation. The 

first one stands by itself, being distinguished from the other six which 

follow by the omission of the opening clause "the kingdom of heaven is 

like unto." The first parable is not a similitude of the kingdom of heaven; 

the last six are. The first parable describes of a preparatory work, done 

prior to the introduction of the kingdom of heaven in its present form; 

that introductory work being the indiscriminate sowing of the seed, first 

by the Lord Himself, afterwards by the apostles and the churches. 

The six parables which follow are plainly divided into two threes. 

The first three were spoken by the Lord from the ship in the hearing of 

the multitude by the seaside, and therefore they give us the more public 

aspect of the kingdom of heaven in its present form—the kingdom of 

heaven in this world as it is seen by men. The last three parables were 



 

 

Matthew series – Matthew 13:47-50 Parable of the drag-net 

Page | 3 

not spoken to the multitude nor were they uttered by the seashore but 

were spoken by the Lord to the disciples only within the house and 

apart from the multitude.  Therefore, they show both the internal and 

hidden aspects of the kingdom of heaven, that which is not manifested 

before men in this world. So that the last three parables speak from the 

standpoint of God's counsels or His purpose. 

The first of the last three is the parable of the treasure hid in the 

field, a man for joy thereof buying the field—principally for the sake of 

the treasure that was hidden therein. The next parable, that of the pearl, 

also sought, desired, and purchased by the same man, the merchantman. 

Those two objects, the treasure and the pearl, teach us that there are 

two elect companies, dear unto God and precious unto His Son, 

purchased by Him: one an earthly people, the other a heavenly; through 

whom the wondrous riches of Divine grace and glory will yet be made 

manifest in the two great divisions of God's dominions—heaven and 

earth. The earthly people, spoken of under the figure of the treasure, 

being Israel, the literal Israel; the heavenly people, spoken of under the 

figure of the pearl, looking forward to the time when the body of Christ 

will be completed and He shall present to Himself a glorious Church. The 

order of these two parables, then, is, "to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek"—the treasure coming before the pearl. 

But if these seven parables give us a prophetical outline of the 

course of Christendom, that is the history of the Christian profession 

throughout this present age, during the time of Christ's absence from the 

earth, one more parable is needed to complete the picture. The last 

parable is in one sense an amplification of the sixth. In the sixth parable 

there is only one man at work, one agent acting—the Merchant-man. He 

is the one who does all in connection with the pearl. But while it is true 

the Merchant-man, the Lord Jesus Christ, is the principal worker in 

connection with the gathering out of the saints during this age, in His 

condescending grace He does not work alone. He has been pleased to call 
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His own saints to have a part with Him in this work, in the accomplishing 

of God's purpose, in the gathering out of His elect people. Consequently, 

when we come to this seventh parable, for the first time, the number of 

the pronoun is changed – let us notice that. 

Verse 47 says: "Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 

that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it 

was full, they drew to shore"—not "he" but "they." That is the first time 

we have "they" in the parables. Illustrations of what is meant by this are 

found in the Gospels in connection with Christ's miracles. 

Take the first one that He performed—the turning of water into 

wine. 

This is a sermon in action. His mother came to Him and said, "They 

have no wine." Their own wine had given out. Now "wine" in Scripture is 

the symbol of joy—not exclusively, but that is one of its essential 

significations. "They have no wine." Christ alone can impart real joy to 

the heart; but in the working of the miracle He used servants. He said to 

the servants, "Fill the waterpots." He said to the servants, "Draw it forth." 

He said to the servants, Convey it to "the master of the feast." He 

condescended to use them, and in their obedience they became workers 

together with Him in the performing of that miracle. 

Consider the feeding of the multitude – both instances. There was 

the famishing crowd: they had no food. Here was the Lord Jesus Christ. A 

few loaves and fishes were placed in His hands, and under His miraculous 

working power those loaves and fishes were made to feed the hungry 

multitude. But what was the method that He followed? He did not hand 

the food directly to the crowd; He first gave to the disciples, and they 

distributed to the multitude. So that (we say it reverently) between the 

Lord Jesus Christ and the multitudes, and the food, there is need of 

consecrated servants, to first receive from Him and then to hand out to 

others.  
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Therefore we may see that if these seven parables furnish an 

outline of the history of this present age, it is necessary to complete the 

picture by showing us that the Lord Jesus, in His condescending grace, 

uses others (they) to the accomplishing of God's purpose and the 

executing of His purpose. 

Now the details of this parable:   First of all, there is the "net." 

Second, there is the "sea" into which the net is cast. Third, there are the 

"fishermen" themselves—they gather in. And fourth, there are the "fish" 

that are enclosed in the net. It should be plain to all that the "net" itself is 

a symbol of the Gospel, the proclaiming and presenting Christ to the men 

of the nations. Second, the "sea" into which the net is cast has the same 

meaning that it has in the first verse of the chapter: it stands for the 

nations as such, the Gentiles, and that is why the "sea" is here once more 

mentioned—because that which is specially characteristic of the present 

age, in marked distinction from the age that preceded it (the gospel to 

the lost sheep of Israel) and the one which shall yet follow, is God's 

mercy turning unto the Gentiles: therefore we have the figure of the 

"sea" once more. The "fishermen," those who cast the net into the sea, 

are the Lord's men, the evangelists, the preachers of the Word. That is 

clear by comparing Scripture with Scripture: in Matthew 4:19 and in Luke 

5 the Lord Jesus said to His first disciples, "Follow Me and I will make you 

fishers of men," it is His own figure for His evangelists. 

Now very briefly let us call attention to seven things connected with 

the parable. The first thing that has impressed us in studying it is this: 

the inconspicuousness of the fishermen. Observe that in the 47th verse 

they are not even mentioned: "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 

that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind," while in the 48th 

verse Christ just refers to them as "they": "Which when it was full, they 

drew to shore." That is all that is said about them. How inconspicuous 

they are! In other words, those who have been so highly honored by God, 

and (it is an infinitely higher honor to be a servant of Christ than to be 
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King of the British Empire) to have a part in the casting of this net into 

the sea, are here hidden from view, nothing is said about them, except 

they are just referred to once as "they." O how that rebukes and 

condemns the preacher-worship of the day! 

Turn for a moment to 1 Cor. 3: beginning at v. 4:—"For while one 

saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not carnal ? Who 

then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even 

as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 

gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither 

he that watereth." Do we realize that, my brethren? Do you realize that 

the one whom God has called to minister to you, is himself nothing—

nothing at all, merely an empty vessel, that, unless the Lord comes, will 

soon crumble away to dust! But He, the One who stoops to bless, who 

places His treasure in earthen vessels, He is everything. O my brethren 

and sisters, it has impressed me deeply in studying this parable that the 

fishermen are hidden from sight. They are inconspicuous, they are mere 

nothings that God can dispense with as easily as He can use them. Do not 

imagine that the prosperity of any church depends upon the presence of 

some particular man in the pulpit. The Lord is not only able to continue 

and prosper His work, but to do so a hundredfold more without the most 

gifted preacher if He so pleases. The instrument is nothing. How that 

rebukes the preacher-worship of the day! May Almighty God deliver His 

people from it. May God in His grace (for He is a jealous God, who will not 

share His glory with another), preserve His people from giving any of the 

honor and glory to the mere instrument, the whole of which is due and 

belongs alone to Him. Just as surely as you begin to honor and glorify the 

instrument, the blessing of God will depart. Heed well this first point in 

our parable: the fishermen were hidden from sight.  

Secondly, the object before the fishermen in casting the net into 

the sea and drawing it forth again. This was simply to gather good fish. 

That was their one aim and design, the 48th verse shows that—"which 
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when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the 

good fish into vessels." It is true there were also some bad fish in the net, 

but these they cast away. It is the good fish they were out for. Now, 

while it is true the servant of God is under marching orders to "preach the 

gospel to every creature," nevertheless, that which he must ever keep 

steadily before him, those whom he must perseveringly seek out, and 

those he is called to minister unto, are God's elect. Though the servant of 

God is sent forth to preach the Gospel to all who come under the sound of 

his voice, yet he is not sent to “draw a bow at a venture.” God has not 

sent him forth so that the success of his labors is made dependent upon 

the whim of man or the response of his will. No, the primary purpose of 

God in raising up His servants and sending them forth is, the good of His 

own elect. And that end is to be kept in view by those whom God calls 

upon to engage in His service, whether that work be in the mission-field 

or as a bishop in one of his churches. God has called his men to seek out 

those whom He has marked out from all eternity—the "good fish". 

There are two Scriptures I want to refer to from the Epistles of Paul 

which bring both of these aspects before us. First, I Cor. 9:22, "I am 

made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some." In a 

general way that means this: Paul was carrying out his Divinely given 

commission and preaching the Gospel to every creature—the net was cast 

into the sea at large. Paul was made all things to all men. He welcomed 

an opportunity to preach the Gospel to the poor; but he did not miss an 

opportunity to preach God's Word to the prominent and eminent as well. 

He was primarily, "the apostle to the Gentiles" (Rom. 11:13), yet how 

often he preached to the Jews! He was made all things to all men. That is 

one side: that is the casting of the net "into-the-sea" aspect. 

Now turn to 2 Tim. 2: to, which is a verse many Arminians do not 

seem to know is in the Bible at all; those who have been brought up 

under "Freewill" teaching need to look at it closely. These were the words 

of the apostle Paul in connection with his own ministry: "Therefore I 
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endure all things for the elect's sake, that they may also obtain the 

salvation which is in Christ Jesus." That was the object before the 

apostle's heart; that was the goal that he had in view. That was the aim 

of his ministry; that was what enabled him to endure such a great fight of 

afflictions. He endured all things "for the elect's sake." How that gives the 

viewpoint of the Gospel work portrayed in our parable! There is first the 

broadcasting of the net into the sea at large, and there is secondly the 

particular design in so doing. The purpose of it is to gather out the "good 

fish." So while you and I are called upon to preach the Gospel to every 

creature, let us not lose sight of the fact that God's purpose and our 

submission to it is the seeking out of the good fish, praying that God will 

use us to find His hidden ones. For, observe that, at first, God's elect are 

hidden from His servants, like the "good fish" in the sea; but as we labor 

in the Gospel they become manifest--they are seen in the "net!" 

In the third place, we are told that the net gathered in of every 

kind. Coming back to Matt. 13:47, the last part of the verse: "that was 

cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind." Others besides "good fish" 

were enclosed. This reminds us once more that the main thing which is in 

view in our chapter is the Christian profession. Here we are shown the 

effects of Gospel preaching. Here we behold the results of the net being 

cast into the sea at large—the world-wide proclamation of the Gospel and 

the universal presentation of Christ unto men. The result is that there is a 

mixed profession. The net gathers in "of every kind." Just as at the 

beginning of the age there were the wheat and tares, so at the end of the 

age (to which this parable conducts us) there are bad fish as well as 

good. 

Now in the fourth place, the fact that this net gathered in bad fishes 

as well as good ones was no reflection upon the skill of the fishermen. 

But on the other hand, they were responsible to distinguish between the 

good and the bad fish after they had entered the net, and they were 

responsible to separate the one from the other. That is an essential and 
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important part of the work and duty of God's servants—to discriminate, to 

distinguish between the good and the bad fish. Mark it carefully: "which 

when it was full, (that is, the net) they drew to shore, and (what?) sat 

down" (v. 8). They sat down before they did anything with the fish. 

Before they attempted to do any sorting out and separating, they sat 

down: which indicates that this aspect of their work requires time, care, 

deliberation! 

Now notice also in verse 48: "They gathered the good fish into 

vessels, but cast the bad away." That is all that the fishermen did with 

the bad; just cast them away. They had got into the net, but they were 

rejected. They would have nothing further to do with them. Nothing else 

is required of the fishermen, but just to cast them away. Such was 

Christ's word in Matthew 15:13, where the disciples came to Him and 

were speaking about the Pharisees, He said, "Every plant which My 

heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone." It 

is not our business to do the rooting up; just leave them alone, that is all; 

have no fellowship with them. Turn to Rom. 16:17, "Now I beseech you 

brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 

doctrine which ye have learned"—imprison them, torture them, burn 

them? No, God has never told His people, or His professing people, to do 

any such thing. Here is what Scripture says, "Brethren mark them which 

cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 

learned; and avoid them." That is all! Give them a wide berth; separate 

yourselves from them; have nothing to do with them, avoid them. Do you 

avoid them? If some man comes to the city with a great reputation, and 

the newspapers announce that he is teaching this, that, and the other, 

and huge crowds are being drawn, and a lot of people tell you he is such 

a nice man, yet you know he is teaching contrary to the doctrine that you 

have received; what do you do? Do you "avoid" him? I am afraid some of 

you don't. Many need this word. "Avoid them!" See also 2 John 10! 
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In the fifth place. These fishermen were to distinguish and 

discriminate between the good and the bad fish. Though they are not to 

be blamed for the entrance of the "bad" fish into the "net"—being under 

the waters they could not see what sort of fish entered; yet they have a 

responsibility concerning them once the net is drawn to land: then they 

are exposed to sight. It is not long before a professing Christian makes it 

manifest whether or not he has been really born again. It is concerning 

this God holds His servants responsible. 

Perhaps some will ask, How are they able to do it? In what way are 

God's servants to distinguish the good fish from the bad? Has God left 

them to their own discretion in the matter? No, my friends. We need not 

lean unto our own understanding in anything. The Scriptures have been 

given that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works, and in them God Himself has described the very marks by which 

we can distinguish good fish from bad! 

Turn for a moment to Lev. 11:9, "These shall ye eat of all that are 

in the waters, whatsoever hath fins, and scales, in the waters, in the 

seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat. And all that have not fins and 

scales in the seas and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of 

any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto 

you." Do you suppose that these verses contain nothing more than 

instructions to the Hebrews about their diet 3,000 years ago? Do you 

imagine that God has recorded in His eternal Word something with no 

other significance and importance than the mere regulating of the table of 

the Israelites in the past? I trust that by this time most of you have 

learned that there is a spiritual significance and value to everything in 

Scripture. There is not time now to expound this, but concerning the good 

fish there were two things, fins and scales—fins to propel them through 

the waters and aid their motion; scales to protect, to shield them from 

the pressure and action of the waters as they passed swiftly through 

them. Can you interpret it? God has given His people two things: armor 
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to protect them, and also an inward power to propel them through the 

waters of this world. Those who give evidence of, having on them the 

armor of light (Rom. 13:12; Eph. 6:13-17), corresponding to the 

"scales;" and those who make it manifest they are swimming against 

(instead of floating down with) the tide of this world, furnish proof that 

they are "good fish." 

In the sixth place, it should be carefully noted that the work of the 

fishermen did not cease when they drew the net to land. Something else 

yet remained for them to do. Look again at the parable: "Which when it 

was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good fish 

into"—a vessel? It does not say so; but "they gathered the good fish into 

vessels." Why? The work of the fishermen was not completed when they 

gathered the fish into the net, nor was it finished when they had 

separated the good from the bad: the good ones must be gathered into 

"vessels." Surely that does not need interpreting. The "good" fish 

represent believers; their being "gathered" speaks of association 

together—fellowship; while the "vessels" tell of separation from the world.  

The Lord’s workers will gather the good fish into vessels – churches – 

where they can be taught to observe all things which the LORD has 

commanded and where they can grow in grace and knowledge of the 

LORD and give God glory by Jesus Christ.   

I have only time now to mention the last point without 

elaborating—If this parable be studied closely it will be found that vv. 49 

and 50 present two difficulties—those who have not studied it, will not 

have felt their force: "So shall it be at the end of the world (or of the 

age): the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the 

just." In the parable itself the work is done by the fishermen: but in the 

interpretation of the parable the work is done by "angels." Again, in the 

parable itself the good fish are separated from the bad, but when you 

come to the interpretation, the order is reversed: "they shall sever the 

wicked from among the just." So that in the interpretation the bad are 
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separated from the good—the very opposite of the order in v. 48.   I 

believe this is  another statement provided to prove what has already 

been said in the parable of the tares among the wheat.  Let’s read it: 

Matthew 13:39-43 (KJV) The enemy that sowed them is the 

devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the 

angels. 40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the 

fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41 The Son of man 

shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 

kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine 

forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 

hear, let him hear. 

Let’s consider this.   When the “bad fish” die in this present time, 

they are like unto the rich man in the story of Lazarus.  In hell, they lift 

up their eyes being in torments in the flame.  See, there is no need for 

the angels to cast these away because they have died and their souls are 

in hell while their bodies may be in the earth buried or in the sea, or in 

ashes if they are burned up.  But what of the living “bad fish?”  Are they 

not the “bad fish” which the Lord’s workers did not gather into vessels – 

his churches?  Are not these the living gentiles who shall be severed from 

among the righteous at the judgment of the living nations in Matthew 25.  

Absolutely true!  This fits exactly. 

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 

out of his kingdom all things that offend and them which do iniquity; and 

shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth.  THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN IN 

THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER. 

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 

angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before 
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him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall. Separate them one from 

another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.  (THESE ARE 

LIVING GENTILE NATIONS CALLED BEFORE THE LORD AFTER THE 

LORD’S VICTORY AT ARMAGEDDON IN REVELATION CHAPTER 19.  THIS 

IS NOT THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT OF REVELATION 20 

WHEN THE OTHER DEAD ARE RESURRECTED AND BODIES CALLED FROM 

HELL AND THE SEA.  THAT JUDGMENT [THE GREAT WHITE THRONE] 

WILL OCCUR AFTER THE LORD AND HIS PEOPLE HAVE REIGNED OVER 

THIS EARTH FOR A THOUSAND YEARS IN PEACE AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.)  

The nations called the sheep are set on the Father’s right hand to whom 

he says:  “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the world: for I was an hungred, and ye 

gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 

and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited 

me: I was in prison and ye came unto me.” 

To the goat nations, those on his left hand, he will say: 

Matthew 25:41-46 (KJV) Then shall he say also unto them on the 

left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 

the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no 

meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and 

ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and 

ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 

when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or 

sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he 

answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to 

one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall go away 

into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall 

gather out of his kingdom all things that offend and them which 

do iniquity; and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall 
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be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS 

SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR FATHER. 

 

 


