
Sermon Notes: “What Is Wrong with Seeking a Sign?” Luke 11:39 – 32              

 
What does it mean to be a “grace-based” church?  The phrase probably brings to mind word descriptions such 
as: forgiving, accepting, non-performance oriented, gospel-centered, absent of legalism, joyful, free, non-
judgmental, and of course, passionate!  All certainly central and indispensable… but can grace get out of balance? 
 

But where do words like responsibility, obedience, duty, and judgment fit in?  Does “Grace” exclude these concepts? 
 

What do we do when we come to a passage like this one today?  Does it show that “we want gods that are not gods 
so we can “be as gods” (Peterson). 
 

“When the crowds were increasing…” how wonderful!  But wait a minute… they were increasing, in part, for the 
wrong reasons.  This was an “evil” group. 
 

What is wrong with wanting a “sign?”  Jesus gave many of them.  Why not one more?  Consider the 
motivations of “demanding,” not believing, judging, and usurping.  We all at heart want a god that we can 
manipulate.  If we could manipulate God, what would we get out of it?   
 

When I demand a “sign” I: 
 

 Won’t believe the sign already given.  It is not enough.  I can’t be content with only THAT.  It is a miracle 
that Christ chose to perform any miracles at all! 
 

 Want to replace the sign given, thinking a display of my choosing would better reflect what is really 
needed.  We would prefer to be our own gods than to worship the true God. 
 

 Become God’s judge.  I reserve the right to test Him to see if He fits my criteria for ruling with wisdom 
and competence.  We cringe at the thought of being assessed, evaluated.  We covet the role of the assessor, even 
with God. 
 

Donald Carson writes:  “The demand for signs becomes the prototype of every condition human beings raise as a 
barrier to being open to God.  I will devote myself to this God if He heals my child.  I will follow this Jesus if I can 
maintain my independence.  I will happily become a Christian if God proves Himself to me.  I will turn from my sin 
and read the Bible if my marriage gets sorted out to my satisfaction.  I will acknowledge Jesus as Lord if He performs 
the kind of miracle, on demand, that removes all doubt.  In every case, I am assessing Him; He is not assessing me.  
I am not coming to Him on His terms; rather, I am stipulating terms that He must accept if He wants the privilege of 
my company.”  We should pray for our “daily bread,” but not as a conditional test to determine our 
loyalty to “God in the Dock”. 
 

So there is a double sin here.  I can debunk the signs Jesus performs by assigning their origin to the devil.  I can 
announce self-righteously that I would never have the devil as my god, but then I need some god.  Who is more 
competent than me?  I guess I’ll have to fill the void. 
 

Jesus is an infallible Judge of true character.  He sees into hearts and motives perfectly.  He, and only He, is 
the Judge who judges with perfect justice.  That should scare the daylights out of us!  "And you, my son Solomon, 
acknowledge the God of your father, and serve Him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the 
LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will 
be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever. (1Chron. 28:9)  Is that an expression of 
grace? 
 

Yet Jesus does announce to these hangers-on that they will get a sign.  What is it?  What will it mean?   
 

Jesus sees Himself connected to Jonah.  How is that?  How is Jonah a “sign?”  I won’t be manipulated.  But I will 
give you a final sign. 
 

Someone greater than Solomon has arrived on the scene.  That Gentile woman will be your judge. 
 

Someone greater than Jonah will come back from the dead with power.  And so the apostle Paul really does 
have it right when he tells us, “I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  
The sign still speaks.  How have you responded to it? 
 


