
Neh. 9  “Rebuilding the Covenant”

For the Children: Some people are not very good at keeping their promises.  You cannot rely on them to do 
what they say.  It is even worse to make promises to God and break them.  As God’s people, we have all 
made promises to Him – to keep His laws and to trust His Word.  Even the young children in the church were 
made part of those promises at their baptism.  Older ones have done so in their profession of faith.  But we 
need the Lord’s help to keep our word, and His mercy for when we fail.  He has promised that mercy for all 
who look to the Lord Jesus in faith.  Questions: Is there any reason why we should pray about old sins for 
which God has already forgiven us?    Why is Bible-history important?  What is the “covenant” and what does 
it mean to “renew” it?
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: A Return to Confession
1) Interrupted by Joy: Study of God’s Law had led the people to mourn over their sins (8:9).  However, 

they had to set aside their grief in order to rejoice at the festival-time as God had commanded (8:10-
12).  But ongoing exposure to the Law (8:18) led them to return to their grief afterwards (9:1)

2) A Half-Day of Prayer and Confession:  To express that grief, they gathered for a ½ day of prayer and 
confession, in sackcloth and dirt – a considerable focus on their sins and on confession

3) Bringing Up Old Sins: As part of that confession, they reviewed the history of their fathers’ sins and 
their own.  Once our sins are forgiven, we do not need to raise them again as if we were not forgiven 
(Isa. 25:7, 64:9, 79:8).  But it is important to remember past sins – even what we inherit and have 
imputed through Adam – so we appreciate God’s mercy all the more.  This helps us to be thankful 
and to confess new sins

Second Point: A Review of History
1) The Only Lord and Creator: Past redemptive history is rehearsed here, as in many of the Psalms 

(78, 105, 106, 135, 136).  That history goes back to Creation, to remind us that God alone is Lord 
and Creator (vss. 5b-6).  We should be obeying Him and bowing before His exalted Name – not 
rebelling in sin

2) The Covenanting God: As the God Who covenanted with Abram and Israel, God delivered them, 
provided for them, guided them, revealed Himself to them and gave them His Laws (vss. 7-15) – 
more reason to praise, thank and obey Him

3) The Merciful God: Redemptive-history shows a repeated pattern of Israel’s disobedience, God’s 
punishment and then mercy (vss. 16-31).  It demonstrates the truth of that great revelation of God’s 
lovingkindness in Ex. 34:6-7, quoted in v. 19.  The same character is most fully expressed in God 
sending His Son to die so that “serial-sinners” like us could be forgiven.  This is another reason to 
obey rather than to rebel

Third Point: A Renewal of the Covenant
1) A Call for God’s Renewed Grace: This history leads to the call in vss. 32-37 for God to keep on 

showing His covenant love and mercy to His people – even though the people deserve further 
punishment (v. 33).  As the Initiator of the covenant, His grace is sought for covenant-renewal

2) A Call for Israel’s Renewed Commitment:  But the people must also respond in re-commitment to 
God’s covenant (v. 38).  They “make a firmness” that they will keep God’s covenant, and the leaders 
sign it.  Their long history of arrogance and stubbornness must be resisted.  God’s mercy is no 
license to sin  

Conclusion:


