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4. *Total Depravity 
5. Atonement  
6. *Limited Atonement  
7. Effectual Calling 

8. *Irresistible Grace 
9. Regeneration 
10. Union With Christ  
11. Saving Faith 
12. Repentance 
13. Justification  
14. Adoption 

15. Sanctification  
16. Good Works  
17. Assurance of Salvation 
18. *Perseverance of the Saints  
19. Perseverance 
20. Glorification  
* = Doctrines of Grace (T.U.L.I.P.)

Redeemed #16 – Irresistible Grace 
Irresistible Grace is part of the TULIP Acronym: 

• T – Total Depravity 
• U – Unconditional Election 
• L – Limited Atonement 
• I – Irresistible Grace 
• P – Perseverance of the Saints 

 
 
 
 
Remonstrance 
The Remonstrance included 5 points of Arminianism summarized as: 

1. Free will (man has autonomy and free agency) 
2. Conditional election (condition on faith) 
3. Universal atonement (Jesus died for every human ever) 
4. Obstructable grace (because of man’s free will, he can resist God’s call) 
5. Fall from grace (you can lose your salvation) 

 
 
Article 4 
That this grace of God is the beginning, continuance, and accomplishment of all good, even to the 
extent that the regenerate man himself, without prevenient or assisting, awakening, following and 
cooperative grace, can neither think, will, nor do good, nor withstand any temptations to evil; so that 
all good deeds or movements that can be conceived must be ascribed to the grace of God in Christ. 
But with respect to the mode of the operation of this grace, it is not irresistible, since it is written 
concerning many, that they have resisted the Holy Spirit (Acts 7, and elsewhere in many places). 
 
 
 
Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. 
As your fathers did, so do you. 
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Anti-Calvinist Norman Geisler wrote: 
But since God only gives the desire to some (not all), this leads to another problem. Second, 
“irresistible grace” on the unwilling is a violation of free choice. For God is love (1 John 4:16), and true 
love is persuasive but never coercive. There can be no shotgun weddings in heaven. God is not a 
cosmic B.F. Skinner who behaviorally modifies men against their will. (from James White, The Potter's 
Freedom: A Defense of the Reformation and a Rebuttal To Norman Geisler's Chosen But Free, p300).  
 
 
 
Against their will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reformers Responded with these statements in the Canons of Dort 
Head 4, Article 11:  
God’s Work of Regeneration in the Elect Defined So God executes His good pleasure in the elect and 
works true conversion in them. He does this not only when He causes the gospel to be preached 
outwardly to them, but also powerfully illumines their minds by the Holy Spirit. By this illumination 
they rightly understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God. By the efficacious work of this 
same Spirit, God penetrates the inmost parts of man, opens the closed heart, softens what is 
hardened, and circumcises what is uncircumcised. He infuses new qualities in the will and makes it 
alive out of death, good out of evil, willing out of unwilling, and obedient out of obstinate. God 
activates and strengthens the will so that like a good tree, it can bring forth the fruit of good actions. 
(Godfrey, Saving the Reformation p136-137).  
 
Additionally, the Canons include specific Rejections…this one is helpful: 
Rejection 8: Regeneration and Human Resistance  
The Synod rejects the error of those who teach: “God in the regeneration of man does not use the 
powers of His omnipotence, by which He might powerfully and infallibly turn man’s will to faith and 
conversion. God has accomplished all the workings of grace which He uses for converting man. 
Nevertheless, man can resist and actually often does resist God when the Spirit intends man’s 
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regeneration and wills to regenerate him. Man can certainly impede his regeneration. Indeed, it 
remains in man’s own power whether he will be regenerated or not.”  
 
This is nothing other than to remove all efficacy of the grace of God in our conversion. It subjects the 
action of the omnipotent God to the will of man, contrary to the Apostles, who teach: “We believe 
because of the efficacy of the strength of His might” (Eph. 1:19). And “God powerfully fulfills in us the 
gracious benevolence of His kindness and the work of faith” (2 Thess. 1:11). Also, “His divine power 
has given us all things which pertain to life and piety” (2 Peter 1:3). (Godfrey, Saving the Reformation, 
150-151). 
 
 
Is God’s Grace resistible? 
Psa. 105:25 He turned their hearts to hate his people, to deal craftily with his servants. 
 
Josh. 11:20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in 
battle, in order that they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be 
destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 
Is. 63:17 O LORD, why do you make us wander from your ways and harden our heart, so that we fear 
you not? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. 
 
Jer. 32:40 I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to 
them. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 
 
Rom. 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might 
show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has 
mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 19 You will say to me then, “Why 
does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to 
God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no 
right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known 
the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 
 
 
 
 
 
Is God’s inward Call Resistible?  
 
 
 
John 11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 
It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus 
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heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he 
said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this 
world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 
saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 
12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken 
of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 
die with him.” 

1. A Certain Man  
 
 
 
 

2. Jesus Love for the Specific Person  
 
 
 

3. Jesus Does the Will of His Father 
 
 
 

4. Asleep or Dead?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
John 11:17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from 
God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
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John 11:28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 
31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, 
they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary 
came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?” 
 
 
 
 
 
John 11:38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 
it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by 
this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 
you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always 
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you 
sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 
The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
 
 
 
 


