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Isaiah 22:1–14 
 

1The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up 
to the housetops? 2O thou that art full of shoutings, a tumultuous city, a joyous town; thy 
slain are not slain with the sword, neither are they dead in battle. 3 All thy rulers fled 
away together, they were bound by the archers; all that were found of thee were bound 
together; they fled afar off. 4 Therefore said I, Look away from me, I will weep bitterly; 
labor not to comfort me for the destruction of the daughter of my people.  
 
 5For it is a day of discomfiture, and of treading down, and of perplexity, from the Lord, 
Jehovah of hosts, in the valley of vision; a breaking down of the walls, and a crying to 
the mountains. 6 And Elam bare the quiver, with chariots of men and horsemen; and Kir 
uncovered the shield. 7And it came to pass, that thy choicest valleys were full of chariots, 
and the horsemen set themselves in array at the gate. 8 And he took away the covering 
of Judah; and thou didst look in that day to the armor in the house of the forest. 9And ye 
saw the breaches of the city of David, that they were many; and ye gathered together the 
waters of the lower pool; 10 and ye numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and ye brake 
down the houses to fortify the wall; 11 ye made also a reservoir between the two walls 
for the water of the old pool. But ye looked not unto him that had done this, neither had 
ye respect unto him that purposed it long ago.  
 
12 And in that day did the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, call to weeping, and to mourning, and 
to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: 13 and behold, joy and gladness, slaying oxen 
and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine: let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
shall die.   14And Jehovah of hosts revealed himself in mine ears, Surely, this iniquity 
shall not be forgiven you till ye die, saith the Lord, Jehovah of hosts (ASV, 1901). 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The exact historical circumstances of this prophecy begin in the period when the Assyrian armies 
under Sennacherib made an unsuccessful attempt in 701 B.C. to conquer Jerusalem. This invasion 
will be more fully developed by Isaiah in chapters 36-39. The city was spared, because of divine 
intervention, but not before the invading Assyrian armies had captured many the fortified cities in 
the Southern kingdom of Judah, around Jerusalem and thousands of the defenders were carried away 
into captivity.  

This was the extent of their success following the conquering the Northern Israel kingdom in 722 
B.C. The prophet saw that the deliverance of Jerusalem from Sennacherib as merely a reprieve, and 
that the final calamity was only a matter of time, unless her people repented and turned to God. Their 
destruction would again come in 586 B.C as the Babylonians brought a siege against Jerusalem. The 
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nation Israel’s final and complete repentance will happen during the end of the Tribulation when the 
Campaign of Armageddon comes to an end. At that time all nations will come against Jerusalem 
(Zechariah 14:2). Finally, the nation Israel will collectively cry out to their Messiah to return. 
Because of this request the Lord Jesus will return concluding the final great World War. 

The text here clearly depicts the attitude the people which was, “if God was for them, they could not 
possibly have come under His judgment.” But if Gods people are guilty, He will judge them. It is a 
part of His moral sovereignty, that He is very long suffering over what displeases Him, in those even 
whom He loves best.  Israel had abandoned Him—had denied their relationship to Him; and God 
shows that He intimately knows their sin and wants them to realize it too. He disowned them as His 
people for a time, sweeping them out of the land in which He had planted them; and now they were 
slaves of the Gentiles, first in Assyria in 722 B.C. then in Babylon in 586 B.C. The power of God 
will be with the Gentiles for a short while as He used them but their sinful state would be judged by 
Him later as well.  
 
Instead of repenting Jerusalem went on a wild spree of orgies. Of eating and drinking, stating the 
cry, “for tomorrow we shall die.” For such continued defiant refusal to believe God and repent, there 
can be no forgiveness, but only death, physical and eternal.  
 
Isaiah 22:1–3 
 

1The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up 
to the housetops? 2O thou that art full of shoutings, a tumultuous city, a joyous town; thy 
slain are not slain with the sword, neither are they dead in battle. 3 All thy rulers fled 
away together, they were bound by the archers; all that were found of thee were bound 
together; they fled afar off (ASV, 1901), 

Jerusalem was built in a valley surrounded by mountains. It was the place where God met with the 
people and gave the Jews the city. Hence the visions given to their prophets. The problem of the 
leaders of Jerusalem was that they did not sense any cause for concern or alarm. Nothing bothered 
them. Their mood was one of joyful celebration, because the Assyrians unexpectedly died from the 
gates of the city. Isaiah shows us the citizens of Jerusalem on the flat rooftops of their homes going 
wild with shouting jubilation (v. 1) The prophet expresses amazement at their short sightedness and 
their lack of humble thanksgiving to God for their escape. So, he reminds them that far from having 
experienced a victory, they were, by the mercy of God, just spared temporarily until Her leaders were 
captured and killed, or were taken prisoners as they tried to escape, and in no way perishing in 
honorable battle.  

GOD’S HEART BREAKS 

Isaiah 22:4–5 
 

4 Therefore said I, Look away from me, I will weep bitterly; labor not to comfort me for 
the destruction of the daughter of my people.  5For it is a day of discomfiture, and of 
treading down, and of perplexity, from the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, in the valley of vision; 
a breaking down of the walls, and a crying to the mountains (ASV, 1901). 

This depicts a dramatic contrast between the foolish inhabitants of Jerusalem, celebrating their 
momentary reprieve, completely unmindful of their Lord and the prophet Isaiah, whose hearts are 
breaking because of the foolish sin of their people and the terrible future which Isaiah foresees, that 
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God will carry out. Isaiah, weeping bitterly over Jerusalem, reminds us of Jesus weeping over that 
city as He sees her terrible future.  

Matthew 23:13–14; 37–39 
13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are 
entering to go in. 14 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore, you will receive 
greater condemnation. 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, 
as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See! Your house 
is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of the LORD (NKJV)!” 

Knowing that the multitude of the population of Israel flocked after Jesus the leaders would not. 

1 Corinthians 1:26–27 
26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world 
to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to 
shame the things which are mighty (NKJ) 

Jerusalem has frequently been the cause of tears and heartbreak to prophets. For this is a day of 
trouble, of trampling and perplexity from the Lord. Isaiah foresees the day of disaster, the siege, the 
breaking down of the walls, the cry of misery and anguish echoing back from the hills.  

ELAM AND KIR 

Isaiah 22:6 
6 And Elam bare the quiver, with chariots of men and horsemen; and Kir uncovered the 
shield (ASV, 1901). 

Elam and Kir, were two Eastern provinces of Assyria. Their horsemen bowmen were feared by all. 
During the Babylonian invasion they were joined by other enemies of Israel including Elam, which 
was a province of Persia that had been conquered by Nebuchadnezzar. They too will join in the attack 
and its expert archers will bring quivers filled with arrows and chariots filled with soldiers.  

THE ISRAELI FORTIFICATIONS ARE WEAK 

Isaiah 22:7–8 
7And it came to pass, that thy choicest valleys were full of chariots, and the horsemen set 
themselves in array at the gate. 8 And he took away the covering of Judah; and thou didst 
look in that day to the armor in the house of the forest (ASV, 1901). 

The invading armies which filled the valleys of Judah laid bare weakness of her fortifications. It was 
then that the leaders of Jerusalem took stock of their armament, stored up “in the house of the forest” 
which was the armory of Jerusalem.  
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Isaiah 22:9–11 
 

9And ye saw the breaches of the city of David, that they were many; and ye gathered 
together the waters of the lower pool; 10 and ye numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and 
ye brake down the houses to fortify the wall; 11 ye made also a reservoir between the two 
walls for the water of the old pool. But ye looked not unto him that had done this, neither 
had ye respect unto him that purposed it long ago (ASV,1901).  

The military leaders noticed the weak parts of the city walls and the inhabitants took steps to correct 
the situation by tearing down some of the houses to obtain materials for the reinforcement of the 
walls. The water supply was augmented by civil engineering projects that provided Jerusalem with 
an adequate water supply in the event of a sustained military siege against them. The water now came 
from a protected reservoir located between the city walls. These plans, provided by God to the 
prophet Isaiah, were actually carried, out by King Hezekiah (II Kings 20-20; II Chronicles 32:3). The 
prophet was not opposed to any sensible military precautions which the defenders of Jerusalem 
undertook to protect their city. He was upset by the fact, that in all plans and precautions the leaders 
of Jerusalem gave no thought to their outraged God, who brought their present predicament upon 
themselves.  

REPENTANCE IS CALLED FOR 

Isaiah 22:12–13 
 

12 And in that day did the Lord, Jehovah of hosts, call to weeping, and to mourning, and 
to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth, 14And Jehovah of hosts revealed himself in 
mine ears, Surely this iniquity shall not be forgiven you till ye die, saith the Lord, Jehovah 
of hosts (ASV, 1901). 

When the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going wild in celebrations because of their supposed victory, 
that was “that day” when the Lord gave them another opportunity to go into deep mourning and 
pleading with Him for mercy. But instead Jerusalem indulged in a riotous orgy of gorging themselves 
with meat and wine. These words express the mood of the godless masses: “Let us enjoy ourselves 
while we can, tomorrow we shall die anyway."  Jehovah of hosts revealed himself in mine ears is an 
expression that provides us with an interesting insight into the way the way the Lord sometimes 
conveyed His message to the prophets. At times He whispers His message into the ear of the prophet, 
as the still small voice (I Kings 19:12). Sometimes He speaks audibly as in Isaiah 6:8 where He said 
“I heard the voice of God saying Surely this sin will not be expiated.”  

The Hebrew word for “expiated” has the same root as the word ‘Yom Kippor, the day of atonement.” 
Their sin was willful and in defiant disregard of God. This sin cannot not be atoned for. Those who 
sin in this manner shall die. The Targum, the ancient Aramaic paraphrase of this passage renders “till 
ye die the second die the second death, that is, eternal deaths.  
                                                         
THE FALL OF JERUSALEM-THE THIRD STAGE OF THE CAMPAIGN OF ARMAGEDDON: 
 
The Antichrist will have all his allied forces with him when he receives the news that the world 
capital, Babylon has fallen. He will not move eastward to counterattack his enemies. It is Satan who 
will be in control and it is his program to complete the destruction of the Jews. Being led by Satan 
the antichrist will move southwest to attack Jerusalem. Zechariah describes that third stage of the 
Campaign (Zechariah 14:1-3).  
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Zechariah 14:1-4  
 

1 Behold, a day of Jehovah cometh, when thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 
2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, 
and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into 
captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city, 3Then shall 
Jehovah go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 
4And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem 
on the east; and the mount of Olives shall be cleft in the midst thereof toward the east 
and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain 
shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south (ASV 1901). 

 
From the Valley of Jezreel the armies of the Antichrist will move south, and the armies of the nations 
will gather against Jerusalem. Once again, Jerusalem will fall into Gentile hands, and half the 
population will be taken into slavery while the other half (the residue) will be allowed to remain in 
the city to await a later fate. The capture of Jerusalem by the forces of the Antichrist will not come 
easily. God will greatly equip the Jews to withstand the attack to a high degree causing heavy losses 
to the Antichrist’s armies. Zechariah 12:3 stated that all these nations that burden themselves with 
Jerusalem will be sorely wounded, and Jerusalem will become truly burdensome to them. Jewish 
forces that receive this Godly empowerment are described in Zechariah 12:4-9. 
 
These verses describe how God deals with the events of the Campaign of Armageddon before the 
return of Jesus the Messiah. In the battle for Jerusalem, the Jewish military leaders will be so 
energized that they appear to strike down the enemy as quickly as a torch begins to burn up wood 
that is very dry. The feeble among the Jews take on the strength of David. The brave among the Jews 
take on the strength of the Angel of the Lord. 

The important concept to grasp is that all nations come against Israel not just a few. It has never 
happened in the history of the world yet. It will only occur during the future Campaign of 
Armageddon. 
 
THE NATIONAL MOURNING BEGINS 
 
Zechariah 12:10 
 

10And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
spirit of grace and of supplication; and they shall look unto me whom they have pierced; 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for him, as one that is in bitterness for his first-born (ASV 1901). 

 
First the Lord will plan to execute judgment against all the Gentile nations that come against the 
apple of His eye Israel.  Then the Lord in His everlasting grace toward humankind and His chosen, 
the Israelites pours out His spirit of grace and of supplication which causes the Jews to realize that 
it was them who persecuted Jesus and had Him nailed to the cross at Calvary. The Lord in the first 
person (Me) begins to describe the mourning process the Jews will go through when they finally 
realize that it was Him that entered the body of Jesus to live and die for them as Jesus the Messiah.  
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This degree of mourning is unparalleled in the lives of humans. He draws an analogy to one losing a 
child. In order to cite this event of losing a child with the greatest pain one can experience He says it 
is like the loss of a parent’s only male child. Then He further defines the situation as one who loses 
their first-born child. Our first-born children are the ones wherein we learn parenting and spend the 
most time and effort attending to their care. We usually invest more of ourselves into the first-born 
child than we do to any other. A loss of this child will give us an immense amount of pain that will 
never leave us while we are still on this earth. This is the extent of pain the nation Israel will 
experience when they finally realize what they have done to their Messiah Jesus. The nation’s leaders 
will admit that the nation looked upon Jesus as nothing more than an ordinary man, even a criminal 
who died for His own sins. Now they realize that He was no ordinary man but the perfect Lamb of 
God, the Christ (Messiah) Himself. They also realize that He died for their (our) sins so that they 
(we) need not be stricken by God with eternal punishment.  
 
The national regeneration will come about by means of the confession in Isaiah (Isaiah 53:1–9). On 
the third day the entire nation will be saved fulfilling the prophecy the Apostle Paul gave us in 
Romans eleven. 
 
Romans 11:25-27  
 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in. 26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall 
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this 
is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins (KJV). 

 
FACTS ABOUT JERUSALEM 
 
Jerusalem is the most important city in the world. The Jews have at least seventy different names for 
it. Some of those found in the Bible are: 

 
1. The Valley of Vision  
2. Aliza 
3. Ariel 
4. Bat-Zion 
5. Ben-Zion 
6. Debir 
7. Eden 
8. Harel 
9. Moria 
10. Zion 
11. Salem 
12. Jebus 
13. Ziona 
14. Jerusalem 

 

ִַלָׁשּורְי   ם֜
Yerushalieem 
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It is first mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 14: 18 as the city Salem. 
 
Genesis 14: 18  
 

18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he [was] the priest 
of the most high God (KJV). 

 
This first appearance in the Bible demonstrates that a mysterious person who the Bible describes as 
having no beginning called Melchizedek the King of Salem blessed Abraham the first Hebrew 
(Hebrews 7:2). The name occurs 814 times within 767 verses in the KJV. Before Jerusalem finally 
fulfills its appointed destiny as the city of the Prince of peace, and capital city of a world at peace, it 
has had to experience a long period of being trodden down by the Gentiles (Luke 21:24).  
  
Luke 21:24 

 
24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled (KJV). 
 

It cannot be a matter of chance that Jerusalem's former name when under Gentile Canaanite control 
was Jebus (Judges 19:10), a name that translates as a place 'trodden down' or 'trampled underfoot'. 
Just as King David captured the city of the Jebusites (I Chronicles 11:4,5) and made it his capital 
city, so the greater than David is to free Jerusalem from being trodden down by the Gentiles and 
make it truly the city of peace. From the time that Jebus was captured by David's army it is frequently 
referred to in Scripture as (Mount) Zion. The very first mention of this name is in the phrase "strong 
hold of Zion" (II Samuel 5:7). We would expect that the name Zion would be as meaningful as are 
the names Jebus and Jerusalem. 
 
Jerusalem is chosen by God in His divine plan of the ages. We see evidence of this as the Psalmist 
declares: “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than the dwelling places of Jacob” (Psalm 87:2). 
Moreover, it is this city alone to which God descended, as the Psalmist again declared: “For the Lord 
has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation. This is My resting place forever; Here I will 
dwell, for I have desired it” (Psalm 132:13-14). Consequently, Jerusalem attained a status as both 
the holy city and as the city at the center of the world (Ezekiel 5:5).  
 
Given such privileged position, it is no wonder that Jerusalem is mentioned more than any other city 
in Scripture: more than 814 times and appears in some two-thirds of the books of the Old and almost 
one-half of the books of the New Testament.  
 
In biblical prophecy it is known as “Sodom and Egypt” (Revelation 11:8). Of the biblical references, 
465 in the Old Testament and 24 in the New refer to future prophecies of Jerusalem from the time 
they were spoken. 
 
In the Bible Jerusalem occupies a strategic position with respect to two major prophetic periods: “the 
times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24) and “the seventy weeks of Daniel” (Daniel 9:24-27). In the case 
of “the times of the Gentiles,” the city prophetically marks the beginning and ending of this period 
that stretches from the Babylonian destruction (586 B.C.) until the Second Advent of Christ. In the 
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case of the “seventy weeks,” events in Jerusalem likewise determine the beginning and ending of 
this prophetic period as well as affecting the parenthesis in time between the sixty-ninth and 
seventieth week.  
 
During the time of the First Temple, Jerusalem became the focal point of prophecy as foreign 
invaders sought to capture the holy city. At one such occasion the prophet Isaiah prophesied 
Jerusalem’s deliverance while declaring God’s covenantal pledge to preserve it for the future: “For 
I will defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake” (II Kings 19:34).  
 
Jerusalem is at the heart of Messianic prophecy and redemptive history. In fact, it may be said that 
there could have been no such plan revealed apart from its presence (Luke 13:33b). Jerusalem was 
indispensable to the preparation of Christ’s first coming, being restored from ruin (Isaiah 52:7-12) 
to fulfill its role in the messianic advent as the city of the great king.  
 
Jesus was sent to Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37) and the city served to mark defining moments in Jesus 
earthly life and ministry:  

 
1. Dedication (Luke 2:22-38), dialogue with the teachers in the Temple (Luke 2:41-

49),  
2. Temptation by the devil (Luke 4:9-12),  
3. Confrontation with the money-changers (Matthew 21:12-27),  
4. Signs of Messiahship (John 5:19; 7:14-29; 8:2-12),  
5. Trial and crucifixion (Matthew 25-27),  
6. Resurrection and ascension (Luke 24:1-51; Acts 1:9-11).  
7. The Church began in the city (Acts 2:1-13),  
8. The apostles performed miracles there (Acts 3),  
9. The Jerusalem Council met there (Acts 15:2-29),  
10. Paul began his climatic trip to Damascus (Acts 9:1-6)  
11. He also experienced the conflict that lead to his imprisonment and death (Acts 

21:27ff).  
 
Jerusalem’s destruction in A.D. 70 by the Romans was predicted as the result of the Jews (corporate 
government) rejection of Jesus and its persecution of the Church: “and they will not leave in you one 
stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation” (Luke 19:44). Yet, 
Jesus’ prediction included the future hope of Jerusalem’s restoration when it repents and receives 
Him as Messiah (Matthew 23:39; Acts 3:19-21) at the Second Advent. Jesus even revealed the 
duration of its desolation, being “trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). Thus, Jerusalem’s experience as the time of the end approaches is to be 
one of escalating tribulation until it becomes the Tribulation period and finally finds deliverance at 
Christ’s coming (Matthew 24:21-31).  
 
According to Daniel’s prophecy of the seventieth week (Daniel 9:27), which informs Jesus’ prophetic 
discourse on the Mount of Olives (Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21), Paul’s prophetic instruction to 
the Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 2:4), and John’s prophetic vision of the city’s invasion by the 
nations (Revelation 11:1-2), the armies of the Antichrist will occupy the city (cf. Daniel 11:45), 
desecrate the Temple and usurp the place of God within it, demanding worship from the world (cf. 
Revelation 13:6, 15).   
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Zechariah’s prophecy chronicles this period of distress for the city, detailing the gathering of all 
nations against Jerusalem (Zechariah 12:2-3; 14:2) and its battles until at the climax of the campaign 
of Armageddon, when the final assault on Jerusalem takes place (Zechariah 12-14).  
 
Isaiah, likewise, prophesies concerning Jerusalem in the Millennial Kingdom, declaring the elevation 
of the Temple Mount and its new position as the worship center for the world (Isaiah 2:2-3) and 
center of Messiah’s rule over the nations, establishing universal peace (Isaiah 2:4). Isaiah also reveals 
the glorious reversal of Jerusalem’s fortunes in the millennial restoration, announcing the predicted 
fulfillment for the city with the divine declaration: “For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing, and 
her people for gladness. I will also rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in My people” (Isaiah 65:18). 
The prophet’s portrayal of restoration in Jerusalem includes a restoration of harmony in the created 
order to prevent the defiling “[God’s] holy mountain” in Jerusalem (Isaiah 11:6-9; 65:25), and the 
nations turning to Christ, becoming His people (Isaiah 11:10, 12; 19:25) and beholding His glory in 
Jerusalem (Isaiah 66:18-20).  
 
The prophet Ezekiel focuses on Jerusalem’s Millennial Temple and the city’s extended sacred status 
(Ezekiel 40-48), depicting the Lord’s return to dwell in Jerusalem (Ezekiel 43:1-7; cf. 37:26-28) and 
conferring upon it a new descriptive title: “YHWH Shammah: The Lord is there” (Ezekiel 48:3). 
 
The final assault on the city is predicted to occur at the conclusion of the thousand-year reign of 
Christ when Satan, released from his imprisonment deceives the nations and gathers an army to 
march against King Messiah enthroned in Jerusalem (Revelation 20:7-9a). As He had promised (II 
Kings 19:34), the Lord defends Jerusalem and destroys these last adversaries of His holy city 
(Revelation 20:9b).  
 
With the creation of the new heavens and new earth for the eternal state, Jerusalem is mentioned for 
the last time in the Bible. The earthly Jerusalem will continue in relationship to the heavenly 
Jerusalem in fulfillment of its divine destiny as the place where God’s Name will remain forever (II 
Chronicles 33:4; cf. Psalm 48:8; 68:16; 132:14 Joel 3:20; Micah 4:7). We must adhere to the 
command in Psalm 122. 

 
Psalm 122: 6-7  
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces (ASV, 1901). 
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