
 

 

Mark 1:35-45 
“…that is what I came for…” 

 
While in the previous passage (1:21-34) Mark records the events of one Sabbath, 
the events in this passage cover in Marks words “…several days…” (2:1). All the 
events that transpired during these days took place outside of Capernaum. 
Notice in 1:38 Jesus having left Capernaum says “…Let us go somewhere 
else…”. And in 2:1 Mark records the return to Capernaum with the words, 
“When He had come back to Capernaum…”.  
 
Further we note that this passage opens and closes on a similar notes; (1:35) 
“…Jesus…went away to a secluded palace…:, (1:45) “…Jesus…stayed out in 
unpopulated areas., (1:37) “…Everyone is looking for You.”, (1:45) “…they 
were coming to Him from everywhere. These similarities are part of the 
background that holds this passage together and bring out the most significant 
point of this passage 1:38. 
 
The Sabbath days events having drawn to a conclusion. We find that what had 
began (1:21) as an ordinary Sabbath ended (1:33) with “…the whole city 
gathered at the door.“ This crowd surely must have filled Peter, Andrew, James 
and John with great expectation. They had been told by Jesus (1:16) that He 
would make them “…become fishers of men.” and Capernaum looked like a 
great fishing spot.  But they would soon learn that there was a problem with 
Capernaum, too many fish.  
 
Just as Peter, Andrew, James and John had suspected as the sun rose the crowds 
began to gather. To them it looked like it was going to be a great day to fish. 
However as the sun and numbers rose so did the panic in their hearts, because 
while the crowds are gathering at the door Jesus is not in the house for,  
 
1:35 In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, 
and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 
 
At some point it became apparent to (1:36)“…Peter and his companions…” that 
they are going to have to go and find Jesus. They finally do find Jesus but not 
until they conduct an extensive search. Mark uses a significant word to describe 
the nature of this search; 
 
       “…Mark uses the verb…which literally means to “to track down” or “hunt” 
       and usually has a hostile sense…” 
                            Walter Wessell The Expositors Bible Commentary vol. 8 p. 629 
 
       This may supply us with a little insight to the emotion of verse 37; 



 

 

1:37 they found Him, and said to Him, "Everyone is looking for You." 
 
Certainly at this point they expect Jesus to jump up and quickly go back into the 
city. After all fish are waiting to be caught. However to the dismay of those who 
found Him Jesus has different plans. Neither those who found Jesus, nor the 
original readers of Mark’s gospel would expect to hear how Jesus responds. 
 
 1:38 He said to them, "Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I 
may preach there also; for that is what I came for."  
 
There are at least two paths of exposition from this point. One would start with 
the question of why. Why does Jesus have to go somewhere else to preach? Why 
not just go back to Capernaum and preach to the crowds? This is a valid question 
that needs to be explored. But for now the other path of exposition is the one 
which we will follow. It is the one that seeks to understand not why Jesus says 
what He says, but what He actually says.  Particularly the latter part of the verse 
 
“…so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for."  
 
We have already taken note of what (1:15) and how (1:22) Jesus preached. Now 
we are seeing the importance of preaching to Jesus. That is the centrality of 
preaching to the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth who is the Son of God 
come in the flesh (proclaiming) teaching with authority to our amazement. 
 
Some of this preaching took place as we have seen (1:21) in the synagogues. 
Some of it will take place on mountain sides and in unpopulated areas (1:45). 
From this we see that most everywhere is a good place to preach, with the 
exception of crowded places. 
 
It is apparent through this statement that preaching is important to Jesus. Here 
He is elevating its importance by making it part of the very purpose for His 
coming. That this is a proper interpretation of Jesus statement can be verified 
through comparing Luke‘s record of the same statement,  
 
       Luke 4:43 But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the 
       other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose." 
 
Just how important preaching is to Jesus is further seen by a comparison with 
another purpose statement that Jesus makes in Mark‘s gospel; 
 
10:45 "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many." 
 



 

 

 
When you put these two purpose statements together you draw the conclusion 
that if they are not equal in importance that they are at least in the same class. 
There is no sense in trying to evaluate which of the two of these is more 
important. They are bound together in the person of Jesus. Jesus came to preach 
the kingdom and to give His life as a ransom. Both are necessary. The link 
between the two of these is illustrated by Paul in what he writes to the Romans; 
 
       Romans 10:14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 
       believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And 
       how will they hear without a preacher? 
 
If there is no gospel then there is nothing to preach. If there a gospel and there is 
no proclamation of it then what good is it? 
 
Yes, Jesus must suffer, die and rise again on the third day. This suffering must be 
proclaimed not just to Capernaum and the surrounding cities, but in the words 
of Mark’s gospel 
 
       13:10 "The gospel must first be preached to all the nations. 
 
And Jesus is not going to let crowds deter Him from His purpose. Therefore to 
He says to Peter, Andrew, James and John ; "Let us go somewhere else to the 
towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for."  
 
While preaching is indeed central to the person and work of Jesus, it is not His 
exclusive work. He continues to heal and cast out demons. But we must 
recognize that these healings and exorcisms are secondary to the primary place 
of preaching. 
 
Mark now tells us that Jesus, Peter, Andrew, James and John leave the place 
where Jesus was praying to go to other places to preach. 
 
1:39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and 
casting out the demons. 
 
In the course of this preaching Mark tells us that Jesus healed a leper. In Mark’s 
Spirit inspired mind there is a reason for putting the account of the leper right 
here. What is the reason? There may be many. I only want to mention two 
possibilities. One that is related to the present issue of the centrality of preaching 
the gospel to Jesus. The second is related to Mark’s overall theme that Jesus is an 
amazing person. 
 



 

 

 
Mark is not recording the story of the leper to show that Jesus can heal people. 
That has already been established. It appears to further stress the importance of 
preaching in the life of Jesus. This comes out through the instructions that Jesus 
gives the leper after He had healed him. 
 
1:43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him away, 
 
        evmbrima,omai (1) as emphasizing what is forbidden to do sternly warn, admonish 
       strictly (MT 9.30); (2) as expressing intense agitation be deeply moved, groan (JN 
       11.33); (3) as expressing anger or displeasure scold, reproach, grumble at (MK 14.5).  
 
       “It is Mark who again records the emotion with which Jesus addressed the 
       healed leper. (sternly warned) is a strong word which literally means “to 
       snort at one,”…here “to address in the sternest way.”  
                                                 R.C.H. Lenski Interpretation of Mark‘s Gospel p. 92-93 
 
       1:44 and He said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone;  
 
What is Jesus angry about? He is angry with anything that gets in the way of His 
preaching. And He knows that this man is going to become a hindrance to the 
preaching that He has come to do.  
 
1:45 But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news 
around, to such an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but 
stayed out in unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from 
everywhere. 
 
Another reason that Mark records the healing of the leper is to further 
demonstrate how Jesus amazed people. As I started this series I did so personally 
with the prayer that I might see Jesus and be amazed by Him. And here I believe 
that the Spirit is beginning to grant my request. I stand amazed at Jesus through 
this record of Mark. 
 
1:40 And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees 
before Him, and saying, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." 
 
The leper already seems to be aware of the power of Jesus to heal people. Notice 
that he is appealing to Jesus because he knows that Jesus can heal him, “…You 
can make me clean.” In this man’s mind there is only one issue, “If You are 
willing…”, is Jesus willing to heal him.  All the longings, hopes and dreams of 
this leper now rest on the will of Jesus.  As this man kneels before Jesus in a 
posture of pleading the air grows thick with silence. How will Jesus respond? 
He responds with compassion. 



 

 

 
1:41 Moved with compassion, Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, 
and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." 
  
Those words must have sounded like a thousand bells ringing throughout the 
countryside. But this is still not the amazing thing. The amazing thing is that 
Jesus had compassion and healed this man even though He knew that he would 
be disobedient to His direct command and in so doing create the very 
circumstances that existed at the beginning of this passage.  
 
1:43 And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him away, 44 and He 
said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone;… 45 But he went out and 
began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to such an extent 
that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city…” 
 
There is only one word for this mercy. I am amazed at the mercy of Jesus. And 
His mercy on this man give me incredible hope that upon me Jesus may also 
have such mercy. 
 
To this point in my Christian journey I have only heard of such mercy. But now 
before my very eyes in the words of scripture I see. Now I know why David said 
what he did in 2 Samuel; 
 
2 Sam. 24:14 “…I am in great distress. Let us now fall into the hand of the 
LORD for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man." 
 
Having established the centrality of preaching to the purpose of Jesus, we need 
to consider a corollary issue. Which is; If preaching is central to the purpose of 
Jesus, then how important is listening? If we do not listen then we will not hear 
of His great mercy. 
 
  


