
 

 

Mark 1:2-13 
The Prologue of Mark 

  
Two words that serve as our keys to the unity of this passage. Voice (1:3, 11) and 
Spirit (1:8, 10, 12).  Both serve to support Mark’s opening sentence from which 
we have derived our summary statement of the book. 
 
       Jesus Christ, as the Son of God has come in the flesh, teaching with authority 
       to our  amazement.  
 
This really governs how we interpret the whole gospel. 
 
We must keep in mind that Mark is not writing propositions. But he is telling us 
a story. This is not systematic theology, but it is theology. The theology comes 
through the story. For this reason we must resist flattening out the terrain of 
Mark’s gospel (creating propositions). Though Mark is brief in detail he writes 
with tremendous imagery (the terrain);  
 
       Voice (1:3), wilderness (1:3), Jordan River (1:5), Camel’s hair, leather belt, 
       locust and wild honey (1:6), the thong of His sandal (1:7), like a dove (1:10),  
       wild beasts (1:3). 
 
The details of his writing help us to understand the emphasis in his writing. 
Then in seeing the emphasis we can better read the story. We know were to 
inflect. They also help us to experience Jesus. 
 
While we must not flatten out the terrain of Mark’s gospel, we must keep in 
mind that his point is not just to be a story teller. He, himself like John is 
proclaiming Jesus. And he is doing this with purpose; 
 
“…Mark does theology to accomplish a Pastoral goal…Mark wrote to   support 
the church in that life situation of suffering and persecution. The Gospel of Mark 
is his pastoral ministry to sustain a flock…Jesus was fully human. He lived and 
suffered as a person. Nothing Nero could do to the Roman Christians was any 
different than what has been done to Jesus.” 
                                                 Allen Mawhinney Notes from the Gospels 
 
Outline of this passage; 
 
1:3-9  John is a voice that authenticates the statement that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God with a nuance and emphasis on the humanity of Jesus. 
 
 



 

 

1:10 The visual descent of the Spirit on Jesus authenticates the statement that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God emphasizing that Jesus is the Christ. 
 
1:11 The voice from heaven authenticates the statement that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God emphasizing that He is the Son of God. 
 
1:12-13 Jesus suffered temptation as a man through the power of the Spirit with 
the pleasure of His Father. 
 
1:3-9  John is a voice that authenticates the statement that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God with a nuance and emphasis on the humanity of Jesus. 
 
       Verses 2-3 is a combined quotation of the OT prophets in which Mark lays 
       stress on the Isaiah text. Specifically that Isaiah promised the coming of a 
       voice. In a sense verses 2-3 validate John as an authoritative voice. 
 
       This emphasis is clearly seen in that it is a self description of John. The context 
       of this self description it the question “Who are you…? (Jn 1:22) 
 
              John 1:23 He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE                           
              WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,' as Isaiah   
              the prophet said." 
 
       While all of the gospel writers include a section on John they do so in varying 
       length. Each giving stress to a different aspect of John’s message (voice). 
       Mark’s emphasis is striking. Notice that Mark records John’s preaching both 
       in summary and in one brief quotation. 
 
       In verses 4-5 Mark records the things that the voice says in general terms.   
       Mark writes that John preached (voice) a message of repentance signified by 
       baptism with the attending forgiveness of sins. This brevity of description 
       shows us that Mark’s emphasis in not on that aspect of John’s message. 
       Rather the emphasis emerges by the fact that Mark preserves one quote of 
       John; 
 
        1:7 And he was preaching, and saying, "After me One is coming who is 
       mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of His 
       sandals. 8 "I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy 
       Spirit." 
 
       In this quote of John preserved by Mark lies Mark’s emphasis. What does 
       John tells us about Jesus? 
 



 

 

              One is coming, the one coming is mightier than John, He wears                        
              sandals and He will baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
 
       “The reference here to sandals certainly suggests a human figure…”       
                                   M.D. Hooker The Gospel According to Saint Mark p. 39 
 
       These are real sandals on a real man. This is not a major point, but it is an 
       important aspect of Marks’s writing.   
 
              6:39 And He commanded them all to sit down by groups on the green          
              grass. 
 
       The voice of John is heard both in what he says and in what he does.  
 
       1:9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 
       John in the Jordan. 
 
       “…the story of the baptism is related here only in order to demonstrate the 
       truth about Jesus as Mark understands it. The story provides a setting for the 
       revelation of Jesus’ identity…” 
                                   M.D. Hooker The Gospel According to Saint Mark p. 44 
 
       The baptism of Jesus by John locates his message of the coming One, who will 
       baptize with the Holy Spirit, on a historical figure located in time and space      
       (Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee). A real human who wears sandals. 
               
       “Docetism is the view that the body of Christ was not real but only 
       seeming…and so either the sufferings were only apparent, or else the 
       redeemer who could not suffer was separate from the man in whom he 
       appeared. The premise of this syllogism was a tendency in the church from 
       the beginning;…”                          The New Dictionary of Theology p. 201 
 
1:10 The visual descent of the Spirit on Jesus authenticates the statement that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God emphasizing that Jesus is the Christ. 
 
       1:10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, 
       and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; 
 
              1 Samuel 16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the   
              midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon           
              David from that day forward. And Samuel arose and went to Ramah. 
 
       1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 



 

 

       Cristo,j( ou/( o` strictly, one who has been anointed, symbolizing appointment to a 
       task; as a name for Jesus, designating him as the Messiah sent fr. God (see JN 1.41),      
       At this point we have the answer to an important question poised by Jesus; 
 
        8:29 And He continued by questioning them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
       Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." 
 
       Mark 12:35 And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it that 
       the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?…37 "David himself calls 
       Him 'Lord'; so in what sense is He his son?"   
 
       The only answer is that the Christ is both human and divine. That the 
       Messiah is Human is declared by the first voice, that the Messiah is divine is 
       declared by the second voice. 
 
1:11 The voice from heaven authenticates the statement that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God emphasizing that He is the Son of God. 
 
       1:11 and a voice came out of the heavens: "You are My beloved Son, in You I 
       am well-pleased." 
 
       This voice confirms two things. One that the historical figure, the real person, 
       that John knew, that John baptized, that was not worthy to untie His sandals 
       is the Son of God. 
 
              Women 4:171 O people of the Scripture (Christians)! Do not exceed the         
       limits in your religion, nor say of Allah aught but the truth. The Messiah            
       ‘Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary), was (no more than) a Messenger of               
              Allah and His Word, (“Be! --and he was) which He bestowed on Maryam   
              (Mary) and a spirit (Ruh) created by Him; do believe in Allah and His          
              Messengers. Say not: “Three (trinity)!” Cease! (it is) better for you. For          
              Allah is (the only) one Ilah (God), glory be to Him (Far Exalted is He)           
              above having a son.  
 
       The second thing that is confirmed is that the Father is pleased with the Son. 
 
              “If there is any enthusiasm in God of which…is true, it is his enthusiasm    
              for the Son. It will never change; it will never cool off. It burns with                
              unimaginable fervency and zeal. Therefore, I affirm with Jonathan                 
              Edwards, “The infinite happiness of the Father consists in the enjoyment    
              of His Son.”                               John Piper The Pleasures of God p. 34     
 
       Whatever others may say of Jesus. The Father says, This is my son in whom I 



 

 

       am well pleased. 
At this point we turn our attention to the second word that unifies this passage. 
The Spirit. In so doing we take up our last section of this passage. 
 
1:12-13 Jesus suffered temptation as a man through the power of the Spirit 
with the pleasure of His Father. 
 
       1:8 “…He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, 1:9 “…the Spirit like a 
       dove…”, 1:12 “…the Spirit impelled Him…” 
 
Again we take note of Mark’s condensed form of writing. Mark like Matthew 
and Luke record the temptation of Jesus, but he did so in summary form. This 
shows us that Mark is emphasizing that Jesus was tempted not how he was 
tempted. 
 
 1:12 Immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness. 
 
       “…the Spirit …”, the one that descended on Jesus as a dove is now described 
       as one that “…impelled Him…”. 
 
              evkba,llw  (1) as ejection by force throw out, expel, drive out (MT 8.16); (2) as         
              expelling or excluding without force repudiate, send away, let go (JN 6.37); (3) as 
              taking out or removing fr. someth. bring out, bring forth (MT 12.35); take out         
              (LU 10.35); pull out, tear out and throw away (MK 9.47); leave out (of                    
              consideration), omit (RV 11.2).  
 
       It is imperative that we not lose the antecedent to the pronoun Him. The Him 
       is Jesus (a real man) upon whom the Spirit came (Christ) and the voice from 
       heaven confirmed Him to be the Son in whom the Father is pleased.  
 
       Jesus is not cast into the wilderness of temptation because of displeasure. But 
       because of the fact that God has pleasure in the Son. 
 
       Think of how this small section of scripture may have comforted those in 
       Rome who were reading this. They like Jesus before them were being led into 
       the wilderness of the arena where they were being confronted with wild beast 
       like Jesus faced in the wilderness (1:13). 
 
       This is not the only point of similarity between the readers and Jesus . They 
       also in some measure share the experience of the Spirit. For Jesus the Spirit 
       descended upon Him like a dove, for the readers, they had been baptized by  
 
       Add to this the fact that Jesus also shares in our humanity. 



 

 

 
 
       What makes the identification of the antecedent so important is a tendency 
       that we have. We tend to believe that our trials  and temptations have come 
       upon us as the result of some divine displeasure. That something drastic has 
       gone wrong. Yet the truth may be that we are simply experiencing what Jesus 
       went through for us. 
 
              Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize       
              with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we      
              are, yet without sin. 
 
              James 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various       
              trials, 


