
 

 

Mark 1:14-20 
“…I will make you fishers of men” 

 
Through a comparison of the other gospels we can see that between verse 1:9 
“…in those days…” and verse 14 “…after John had been taken into custody…” 
approximately a year has gone by. This helps us to see that Mark is being 
governed by other issues than time. During this year we know from the other 
gospels that Jesus had encounters with the men whom He is now calling to be 
fishers of men. 
 
1:14-15 Mark records part of the Preaching of Jesus which amazed people and 
serves as the means by which men are caught.   
 
1:16-20 Mark demonstrates the authority of Jesus that amazed people in the call 
of Simon, Andrew, James and John to be fishers of men. 
 
1:14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, 
 
       khru,ssw (1) denoting the official activity of a herald announce, publicly proclaim 
       (RV 5.2); (2) make known extensively, tell everywhere (MK 5.20); (3) relig. denoting  
       proclamation of a sacred message proclaim, preach, publish (MT 4.23);   
 
       Proclaiming the gospel is not a debate, it is not something that we need to 
       convince people of, but an announcement of what God is doing in time and 
       space. 
 
       1:7 And he was preaching…     John 1:14 “…Jesus came into Galilee, 
       preaching…” Jesus   3:14 And He appointed twelve,…He could send them out 
       to preach,…” 
 
       1:38 He said to them, "Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that 
       I may preach there also; for that is what I came for." 
 
       Mark now moves from the fact that Jesus came preaching to detail what he 
       preached. First in general terms, and then in specifics. 
 
“…the gospel of (from) God…” 
 
       “…the gospel of (about) Jesus Christ, the Son of God….” 
 
       This message is not just an abstract idea. Rather it is a poignant message that 
       breaks into history in a disruptive manner. It is about the arrival of Jesus, the 



 

 

       significance of that moment, and the attending implications. 
“The time is fulfilled…” 
 
       This is an eschatological statement. The point is not that this is the best time. 
       This is not a moment in time chosen randomly. It is not a time that has been 
       forced because things are getting really bad. The point is that it is the 
       ordained, appointed, chosen by God time. A time that had been set and 
       promised by God; 
 
              Daniel 2:44 "In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a          
              kingdom which will never be destroyed, …7:13 "I kept looking in the            
              night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of         
              Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was              
              presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a    
              kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might       
              serve Him.”   
 
“…the kingdom of God is at hand…” 
 
              In what sense is the kingdom of God at hand? The king has                                
              arrived. And where the King is, so is His rule (Kingdom). 
               
              Luke 11:20 "But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the                  
              kingdom of God has come upon you…17:20 Now having been questioned  
       by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He                          
       answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs            
       to be observed; 21 nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For            
       behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst." 
 
              “The kingdom of God in its essence is the reign of God, the personal             
              relationship between the sovereign God and the individual. Thus there is   
              no point in asking whether the kingdom is present or future…It is both.” 
                                                               Bruce Metzger The New Testament p. 148 
 
              The nature of that relationship will be discussed when we get to verse 18 
 
       The arrival of the kingdom of God is in some measure a disturbance in 
       history. A reordering of the universe. It entails a reordering of our lives, 
       which is part of the proclamation of Jesus.  
 
“…repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 
       1:4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of 



 

 

       repentance…6:12 They went out and preached that men should repent. 
       1. When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent”, He willed the            
       entire life of believers to be one of repentance. 
 
       2. This word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of                        
       penance, that is, confession and satisfaction, as administered by the clergy. 
 
       3. Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance: such inner repentance is            
       worthless unless it produces various outward mortification of the flesh. 
                                                                             Martin Luther 95 Theses 
 
       While the repentance that is being called for is indeed a repentance from sin. 
       It is also more than that. Repentance is a call to the reordering of our lives.  A 
       reordering with respect to the arrival of the kingdom of God. 
 
       “True faith is not only a sure knowledge, whereby I hold for truth all that          
       God has revealed to us in His Word, but also a firm confidence which the          
       Holy Spirit works in my heart by the gospel,…” 
                                                                             Heidelberg Catechism 
 
       Romans 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of                 
       Christ.  
               
       The gospel produces the faith that it requires.  
 
1:17 And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 
of men." 
 
       This is not an invitation. This is not something that Jesus is not on a recruiting 
       trip. The “…follow Me…” carries the force of command, which implies 
       authority.  
 
       “The adverb has the force of an imperative…”This way!”…Jesus is going on 
       and…Andrew and Simon are to follow him…No “if” of any kind appears in 
       the call. This call is a gracious expression of Jesus’ will and purpose…” 
                                                        R.C.H. Lenski Interpretation of Marl’s Gospel p. 69,70 
 
       To whom is this being said? Simon, Andrew, and in 1:20 James, and John. Yet 
       more importantly to be asked is What is Jesus actually saying, when he says 
       “… I will make you fishers of men.”   
 
       Jeremiah 16:14 "Therefore behold, days are coming,"…16 "Behold, I am going 
       to send for many fishermen," declares the LORD, "and they will fish for them; 



 

 

         
       Note that this passage is in the context of redemption (Jer. 16:14-15) and 
       judgment (Jer. 16:17-18).  
 
       Jesus is the means by which Yahweh will send for fishermen. Fulfilling Jer. 
       16:16. Not only is Jesus the means by which the fishermen are called, but by 
       His coming He is actually casting the net of the kingdom (the kingdom is at 
       hand) to catch men. 
 
       Matthew 13:47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the 
       sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 48 and when it was filled, they drew it 
       up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into 
       containers, but the bad they threw away. 49 "So it will be at the end of the 
       age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the 
       righteous, 50 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 
       will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
       The coming of Jesus is the casting of the net, Matt 13:47 is the record of the 
       activity when the net is drawn. The calling of the disciples to be fisherman 
       indicates that there is activity in the interim time.  
 
       While the angels are the ones who will separate the fish at the end of the age. 
       Those  whom Jesus calls to be   fishers of men (they are the part of the net) are 
       those who are through the preaching of the gospel are gathering the good fish 
       into containers in the present age. 
 
       How do you know a good fish from a bad fish. Simple, the gospel. Those that 
       repent and believe the gospel are the good fish. 
 
       “The summons to be fishers of men is a call to the eschatological task of 
       gathering men in view of the forthcoming judgment of God. It extends the 
       demand for repentance in Jesus’ preaching. Precisely because Jesus has come 
       fishing is necessary…fishing is the evidence of the fulfillment which Jesus 
       proclaimed, the corollary of the in-breaking kingdom.” 
                                                 William Lane NICNT The Gospel of Mark p. 68 
 
 1:18 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 
 
       avfi,hmi (1) send off or away, let go (MK 4.36); (2) as a legal t.t. divorce (1C 7.11); 
(3)  abandon, leave behind (MT 26.56); (4) of duty and obligation reject, set aside,
       neglect   
 
       Embedded in the call of Jesus to these men is the authorization to leave the 



 

 

       things that they did. It is the authority of Jesus that removes the element of 
       irresponsibility in the actions of Simon, Andrew, James and John. For as we 
       shall see they left more than just their nets.  
 
       1:20 Immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 
       boat with the hired servants 
 
       10:28 Peter began to say to Him, "Behold, we have left everything and 
       followed You." 
        
       That everything included leaving for extended periods of time, his home, his 
       wife, a sick mother (1:30). 
 
       What would drives someone to do this? We might ask as well what would 
       cause someone (wives, fathers, business partners) to accept these departures 
       from responsibilities? The answer to this may be contained in the word that 
       Mark uses to describe how these men responded to the call of Jesus;   
 
“…they…followed Him“ 
 
       avkolouqe,w “..is frequently used in the gospels “to describe attachment                  
       to the person of Jesus, personal surrender to His summons, and                              
       acceptance of his leadership.” 
                                   Walter Wessell The Expositor’s Bible Commentary Vol. 8  p. 626   
               
       Loyal 1 : unswerving in allegiance: as a : faithful in allegiance to one's lawful              
       sovereign or government b : faithful to a private person to whom fidelity is                    
       due c : faithful to a cause, ideal, custom, institution, or product 
                                                                                    Webster On-line Dictionary 
 
What is Mark wanting us to see in this? Remember for Mark Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God who has come in the flesh teaching with authority to our 
amazement. The amazing thing about Jesus that we are confronted with in 
Mark’s writing is that He is someone who to whom our loyalty is due, for He is 
the King. He is so amazing that men are willing to leave their families, homes 
and businesses to follow. Not simply from duty, but because of devotion. He is 
someone who is worthy to be followed.  
 
“The stress in Mark’s brief report falls upon the sovereign authority of Jesus’ call, 
and the radical obedience of James and John. So compelling is the claim of Jesus 
upon them that all prior claims lose their validity.” 
                                          William Lane NICNT The Gospel of Mark p. 69 
 



 

 

Jesus has the authority to call, do we have the loyalty to follow. 


