
Prayer and Great Commission Partnership Pt 1 

Philipians 1:3-26 

 

Well, as you should know by now we are in the heart of the season when SBC churches learn 

about, give toward and pray for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International missions.   

 

Today and the next few Sundays I will be adding to our missions moments some teaching on 

Great Commission Partnership.  And we are in for a treat today because joining us from the other 

side of the world in a moment will be two of our missionaries who are serving in North Africa. 

 

They will be joining us for a time in the word together as well as for a time of interaction where 

they will be responding to a few questions. 

 

But before I bring them on I need to explain a few things.  First of all as a matter of their own 

security I will be choosing carefully the words I use.  I will be seeking to avoid specifically 

words like missionary, church, bible, scriptures etc.  I will be using terms like units or agents for 

missionaries.  Body for church, writings for bible or scripture.   

 

Skype is essentially an unsecured form of communication.  And in many places in the world the 

work of our brothers and sisters must be discreet.  And that is the case with the area where Matt 

and Emily are working.  What we are about to do could be potentially bad news for them if we 

don’t recognize the sensitivity that is called for. 

 

So lets bring them in, are you ready? 

 

 

So Matt and Emily, Welcome to Reedsburg and TBC!    

 

We want to thank you for making time for us being willing to go to the trouble joining us like 

this so we can have you with us for the LMCO and for our learning and growth. For those of you 

who do not know or don’t remember these friends were with us a year ago last Summer during a 

Great Commission emphasis we were conducting.   

 

They had asked TBC if we would be willing to be their prayer partner body in the work they had 

been called to do in North Africa.  We agreed and began the relationship. 

 

They were going to be with us a second time last Dec before they moved but we got a huge snow 

storm and they Couldn’t make it.  Some of you have signed up to be on their prayer list and have 

been praying for them since.  Others have not yet but we are going to try to help you do that 

today. 

 

Anyway, our emphasis today is Prayer and the Great Commission.  And we’ll be in 

Philippians 1 if you want to turn there.  But first I’d like to have M & E respond to a couple of 

Questions. 

 
1. Matt, you and Emily have now been at work for nearly year.  Remind us about the priorities and 

the work of year one for you and tell us how that has gone so far. 
2. Emily,  Could you remind of what “platforms” are, what your’s and matt’s are and how you are 

using them and to what extent that has come into play so far. 



 

Ok well turn to Phil 1.  (And by the way M & E are going to be staying with us for the teaching time as we 

learn together what the book says about groups like us praying for  

 

Philip. 1:3-26 
 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every 

prayer for you all, 5in view of your participation in the good news from the first day until now. 
6For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 

the day of our Savior. 7For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have 

you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the good 

news, you all are partakers of grace with me. 8For God is my witness, how I long for you all with 

the affection of our Savior. 9And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in 

real knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in 

order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Messiah; 11having been filled with the fruit of 

righteousness which comes through Messiah, to the glory and praise of God.  

 
 

Philip. 1:12-26 (NASB)   
Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater 

progress of the good news, 13so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well 

known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else, 14and that most of the 

brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the 

word of God without fear. 15Some, to be sure, are preaching Messiah even from envy and strife, 

but some also from good will; 16the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the 

defense of the good news; 17the former proclaim Messiah out of selfish ambition, rather than 

from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 18What then? Only that in 

every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Messiah is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice, yes, and I 

will rejoice. 19For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and 

the provision of the Spirit of Messiah, 20according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I 

shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Messiah shall even now, as 

always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me, to live is for our Savior, 

and to die is gain. 22But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I 

do not know which to choose. 23But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 

depart and be with the Lord, for that is very much better; 24yet to remain on in the flesh is more 

necessary for your sake. 25And convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with 

you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that your proud confidence in me may abound 

in Christ Jesus through my coming to you again.  

 

Now you can tell that this letter is from a sent person to a congregation of those who sent 

him.  And he alludes to how he is doing and the progress of the work and so forth.  But he 

references how he leans on their prayers as well as how he prays for them. 

 

This passage shows how Local bodies like ours and agents like M and E are partners 

together  in the work of the Great Commission.   

Several weeks ago when I first contacted these two about doing this with us the first thing 

they said to me was that they had been praying for this body together that very day and 



then I called them to talk about them helping us to understand better the role of prayer by 

local congregations like ours. 

 

So we are going to have them speak to that right now and then we will pray for them. 

 
1. So Matt, coming into year 2.  What are the two-three biggies for us to be consistently praying 

for throughout the year. 
2. Emily How can we be praying for you during this Christmas season.  

 

Prayer Time:   

 

Conclusion: 

 

Brothers and sisters, the Great Commission has never been anything other than a 

partnership affair.  When God called Abraham that was a partnership between God and 

Abraham and Sarah.  When God sent his son into the world the that was a partnership.  

The son called disciples and that was a partnership.  The church at Antioch sent out Paul 

and Barnabus and that was a partnership.   

 

Local congregations were established through partnerships in the Great commission.  And 

those local congregations spread the good news in their own communities as well as raising 

up and sending out their members  to take the good news to other cities in other nations 

and plant other congregations.  And one of the most important parts of those early 

partnerships was that of prayer and intercession. 

 

I want to invite all of you who have access to the internet to consider becoming prayer 

partners with M and E.   

 

And here’s how you can do that…. 

 

 

Other passages on prayer: 

2 Thes. 2:16-3:1 (NASB)   
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us 

eternal comfort and good hope by grace, 17comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good 

work and word. 3:1Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and 

be glorified, just as it did also with you;  
 

Romans 15:30-33 (NASB)   
Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 

together with me in your prayers to God for me, 31that I may be delivered from those who are 

disobedient in Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints; 32so 

that I may come to you in joy by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company. 
33Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.  

2 Cor. 1:8-11 (NASB)   
For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, 

that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; 
9indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in 

ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and 



will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, 11you also joining 

in helping us through your prayers, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for 

the favor bestowed upon us through the prayers of many.  

Ephes. 6:18-22 (NASB)   
With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert 

with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 19and pray on my behalf, that utterance may 

be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the 

gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I 

ought to speak.  
21But that you also may know about my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved 

brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make everything known to you. 22And I have sent 

him to you for this very purpose, so that you may know about us, and that he may comfort your 

hearts.  
 

 


