
1 
 

Esau’s Remorse       Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer 
 

KJV – Genesis 27:34-46 

 

“Esau’s Remorse” 

     Last week we read how that Jacob, a seventy-seven year old man deceived his father by the 
instructions of Rebekah to get the blessing before his appointed time. Remember just shortly before 
this event we read of the account where Jacob took advantage of his brother’s despair and use that 
opportunity to obtain the birthright for a bowl of “Red Stew.” 
 
Galatians 6:7-9 

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

     We see how that in Jacob very near future these events will come back to bite him. However one 
would say what about pour old Esau?  

Genesis 25:34 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went 
his way: thus Esau despised his birthright. 

     Let me ask you this; by Esau despising his very own birthright and the Spiritual blessing of God 
that accompanied it what was he sowing by these actions? He was sowing his very own corruption. 
And we will see in the remainder of this chapter what happened because of his actions.  

Genesis 27:34  

34 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and 
said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 

     Once Esau had heard the words of his father, the tent was filled with his bitter cry. Esau fully 
expected to receive the blessing, for he had identified himself to his father as the firstborn as he 
entered the tent. 

     Anguished at losing this important paternal blessing and bitterly acting as the victim here. Esau 
shifted the blame for the loss of the birthright and the blessing to Jacob and pleaded for some 
compensating word of blessing from his father in the latter verses. 
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     The tears are much too late and they are all in vain because they are the tears and cries of 
remorse and regret but not those of repentance. Esau the man who in the last chapter was spoken 
of as hating or despising his birthright now regrets his past feelings and emotions toward the 
birthright and the blessing.  

     The day is coming when those that now make light of the blessings of the new everlasting 
covenant, and sell their title for a thing of naught will in vain cry out because they will be rejected. 
The harvest of what they sowed in the hatred toward the Spiritual blessings of God and the fulfilled 
of their own sinful lust. 

1. Lust of the flesh – two Hittite women of the daughters of Heth. 
2. Lust of the eyes – Being hungry and seeing his brother’s potage. 
3. Pride of Life – Wanting now what his brother has, and seeking to kill him to get it. 

Genesis 27:35-36 

35 And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing. 

36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away 
my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a 
blessing for me? 

     Esau cast the blame not upon himself to accept the responsibility for his actions but he blames 
Jacob; which is the normal response of mankind. Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? 

     The worst of men know how to wish well to themselves and even those who profanely sell their 
birthright seem piously to desire the blessing. Faint desires of happiness, without a right choice of 
the end and a right use of the means, deceive many into their own ruin. Multitudes go to hell with 
their mouths full of good wishes. The desire of the slothful and unbelieving kills them. Many will 
seek to enter in, as Esau, who shall not be able, because they do not strive. When the requirement is 
called for and needed they seek to turn away, yet when the regret sets in they seek for it. 

Luke 13:24 

24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able. 

     It is the folly of most men that they are willing to take up with any good as stated in Psalm 4:6 – 
There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. Just as Esau here, who desired but a second-rate blessing, a blessing separated from the 
birthright. Profane hearts think any blessing is as good as that from God's oracle, yet they are so 
very wrong. But Esau asks: Hast thou but one?  

Genesis 27:37 

37 And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all his brethren have 
I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto 
thee, my son? 
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     The response to Esau’s blaming of Jacob and not accepting responsibility; Behold, I have made 
him thy lord. The providential will of God fulfilling what was told of these two boys when they were 
yet still in the mother’s womb seventy-seven years earlier. 

Genesis 25:23 

23 And the LORD said unto her, two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

Genesis 27:38 

38 And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my 
father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

     But hast thou one blessing, my father? Bless me even me also, O my father. 

     Rejection of the covenant and the blessings that accompany it leads to what? Remorse and regret 
when the recompence is declared, yet at this time it will be too late. Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven. 

Revelation 6:12-17 

12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 

13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is 
shaken of a mighty wind. 

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; 

16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

Genesis 27:39 

39 And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the 
earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; 
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     No birthright, no blessing and a declaration that he would serve his brother. Yet here Isaac gives 
a prayer call for prosperity with inferiority. This was a good thing and yet far better than he 
deserved but it was promised.  

     Esau would have a complete livelihood - the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 
above; those that come short of the covenant still may receive a very good share of outward 
prosperity. God gives good ground to even those that reject His covenant, as it rains upon the just 
and the unjust. 

     Compare the two statements made by Isaac to each of his sons in 27:28 for Jacob and 27:39 for 
Esau.  Esau’s blessing was yet far short of Jacob's blessing. For him God had reserved some better 
thing. In Jacob's blessing the dew of heaven is put first, as that which he most valued, and desired, 
and depended upon; in Esau's the fatness of the earth is put first, for it was this that he had the first 
and principal regard to. 

Genesis 27:40 

40 And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou 
shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 

     It was declared that his brother would lord over him; your brother you shall serve. No secondary 
blessing could undo the effects of the first blessing. Esau was rejected and declared the lesser of the 
two and that he would live by his sword.  

     He shall serve, but he shall not starve and, at length, after much skirmishing, he shall break the 
yoke of bondage, and wear marks of freedom. This was fulfilled in II Kings 8:20-22 when the 
Edomites revolted. 

Genesis 27:41 

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

     Isaac was 137 years old at this time the same age that his older brother was when he died. Esau 
was very bitter and angry at Jacob and sought to kill him. Yet out of respect for his father, Jacob was 
safe as long as Isaac was alive. Remorse and regret had made a small change in Esau yet repentance 
was not a part of this. Why couldn’t Esau have had this same respect for his father at the age of 40 
before he married the two Hittite women of the sons of Heth? 

     We must understand that remorse and regret brings about change in a person in sprits, yet it will 
not last in the inner man. Change that is brought about through repentance and true genuine faith 
in God as a part of the Covenant brings about change that results in lifelong effects in a person. 

Genesis 27:42-45 

42 And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, 
purposing to kill thee. 



5 
 

Esau’s Remorse       Princess Chapel Church 

43 Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to Haran; 

44 And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away; 

45 Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day? 

     Rebekah feared for the life of her favorite son, Jacob and sought to send him away for his own 
protection. Her secondary motive was to insure that Jacob did not bring upon the family the 
anguish that Esau had done by marring from the daughters of Heth. 

Genesis 27:46 

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my 
life do me? 

     Rebekah was about to send her son Jacob away to her brother’s house Laban. Esau had reaped 
from the hatred of his own birthright; what he had sown in Genesis 25:34, willing to sell the 
blessing of the covenant for a bowl of soup.  

     Yet here we are about to see the reaping of Rebekah and Jacob for the deceit that they had sown. 
Rebekah sought to preserve the life of her son because she loved him so, yet once she sends when 
away she would never see him again.  

     Then Jacob would be placed in the hands of his uncle for twenty long years and learn the lessons 
of the receiving end of deceit instead of the giving end of it.  

Galatians 6:7 

7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

 


