
More than the Eye Can See 
Matthew 7:24-29 

 
 
Once upon a time there was a run of the mill church in a run of the mill town.  The town was 
filled with ordinary people who work ordinary jobs, and raise ordinary families. 
 
This church had many families, but I want to talk with you about two of them.  These two 
husbands and wives were largely very similar. 
 
They had both heard and learned much about the bible and the gospel.  
They took good care of their children, and were moral in their values. They even voted their 
values.   
They were faithful in their church, tithing, serving, attending, etc.   
They were model church members.   
They even went on mission trips, were comfortable saying prayers both in private and in public. 
They both could talk intelligently about spiritual issues, and bible stories and theology. 
 
There really was no significant difference between them that could be discerned…. Until….Until 
their town was flooded.  They both found themselves homeless overnight.  That is when the 
differences began to surface. 
 
One couple, though shaken, was strong and resilient.  Temporarily setting aside their needs 
they began to help others, and they leaned on the Lord like they never had before. 
 
The other couple was decimated, angry at God for letting them down.  “We’ve faithfully served 
God, we’ve been good people and what do we get?  He takes everything away from us.” 
 
The first couple was strengthened by God’s word and reminded that everything they had was 
God’s anyway.  He could take it away overnight and He could restore it over night.   
 
The second couple focused on how they were not getting from God what they deserved.  They 
had thought they were building up points with God through all they were doing.  They wouldn’t 
have said that, but it is what was revealed by the trials that hit them.  
 
So, what was the single, subtle, but significant difference?  The foundation they were building 
their lives upon was different.  The foundation of their faith expressions was very different.  But it 
was only revealed when trials came.  And if that second couple did not learn what the trial 
revealed, then the ultimate trial would eventually come when all they had been building would 
be for naught and be lost because they would not survive the ultimate judgment of God on 
Judgment Day.   
 
Turn in your bibles to Matthew 7.  Today we look at the last passage in the Sermon on the 
Mount.   
 
  



Matt 7:24-29 "Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be 
compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock.  25 "And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had 
been founded on the rock.  26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on 
them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand.  27 "The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell — and great was its fall." 
28 When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 29 for He 
was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.  NASU 
 
This passage is the conclusion of Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom of God.  And His primary aim 
through it all has been to expose human self-righteousness and call people to a righteousness 
that is from God by faith.  This passage doesn’t identify the two foundations.  But the whole 
sermon has already done that.   
 
Let me briefly remind you a few key statements: 
 
Matt 5:20 Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Matt 5:48 Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  (God’s 
righteousness over self righteousness.) 
Matt 6:1-18 Beware of practicing righteousness for the eyes of man…vs. from the heart 
 
Through Chapters 5-6 Jesus has been differentiating between two kinds of righteousness, and 
then at the conclusion He calls for a decision between the two when He says “enter by the 
narrow gate” vs “the wide gate”.  
 
Then He differentiated between His teaching and wide-road teachers in v. 15-20, which would 
ultimately lead to people being surprised to discover on Judgment Day that despite all they had 
done they were not heaven bound. Accentuated by that famous and bone chilling phrase: 
“Depart from me, I never knew you.”   
 
And finally, in our passage today, Jesus differentiates between two foundations. It seems quite 
apparent that those who call Jesus “Lord, Lord” but do not “know Him” are those who have built 
their lives on sand, but don’t realize it.   
 
The storms and rains and wind in our passage today can represent both trials that come and 
reveal our foundation or the ultimate Day of Judgment which reveals the true nature of our 
foundation.    
 
Let’s pray shall we? 
 
  



Let’s briefly consider several similarities and differences between the wise man and the foolish 
man. 
 
Similarity #1: Both Hear and Know the Word of God 
 
Both the wise man and the foolish man are among those who “hear these words of Mine.” 
 
“These words of Mine” are to be equated to Jesus’ teaching of the gospel of the kingdom which 
we have been studying since midway through Matthew 4.  And this gospel of the kingdom was 
being proclaimed to people who had been taught that righteousness before God was achieved 
through observance of the law.   
 
And the word of God has one central message that runs from Genesis 4 - Revelation.  What is 
that message?  God’s provision of righteousness is through Messiah and is received by faith, 
not by works of the law. 
 
Difference #1: The Foundation: Christ’s Righteousness vs. Ours  
 
What’s different is that the response the gospel of the kingdom.  There are two possible 
responses to the Good News that righteousness before God is received by faith.  1) Repent of 
self-reliance and put your faith in Christ.  2) Continue right on relying upon yourself.   
 
Those who “hear these words of Mine and act upon them” are those who put their faith and trust 
in Christ.  They have the rock foundation.  Those who don’t are putting their confidence in 
themselves. This is likened to having a sand foundation. 
  
The rock, in other words, can be seen as Christ’s imputed righteousness; which produces a 
visible righteousness from the heart.  The sand can be understood as self-righteousness; which 
produce a visible righteousness aimed at proving either to God or to others (or even to 
themselves) they in fact are righteous and deserve all that God wishes to give.   
 
If you are building your life on you, your works, or your righteousness, this will ultimately come 
to light.  And it will not hold up. 
 
Both the wise and the foolish man hear and know the Word of God, but one builds on 
themselves and the other builds on Christ.   
 
Similarity #2: Both Lives Look Very Similar Above the Surface 
 
Like in my opening story of “the tale of two church members,” what is above the surface is not 
easily distinguishable.  They both would be seen attending church services, faithful in their 
marriage, good employees and help in various ministry opportunities. They both would offer 
prayers, give, and serve like Jesus said, but the heart behind it all makes the “practice” an 
altogether different thing. 
 
In Jesus’ analogy, both guys built a house.  The houses above the foundation would have 
appeared equally stable.  They were different, to be sure, but not obviously.  For what was 
different was what was underneath. 
 



The scribes and the Pharisees appeared to the common public as the most righteous Jews you 
could find.  But to Jesus, who could see beneath the surface, they did not appear that way at all.   
 
All of us here today can have very similar faith expression that to the common public would 
appear as very righteous and spiritual.  But clearly what people see does not tell the whole 
story, does it? 
 
What’s the difference then? 
 
Difference #2: The Heart Behind The Practice  
 
We’ve already established the rock and the sand as the response to gospel of the kingdom.  
Righteouness by faith.  So what is different between the houses?  This is best understood from 
the teaching in Matthew 6 where Jesus said, “beware of practicing your righteousness before 
men to be seen by them…” vs “in secret before the Father who sees in secret.” 
 
Those whose houses are built upon the rock of faith in Christ practice their righteousness to 
please the Father.  It’s an act of obedience motivated by love for God and others, rather than a 
wage being paid to earn or gain entrance to heaven or God’s favor. 
 
The house on the rock = righteous deeds produced by the righteousness of Christ that is in us. 
The wise man practices what He hears and knows from the heart.  It’s real.  It’s for the Lord.  It’s 
out of love for God. 
 
The house on the sand = righteous deeds offered as proof we are worthy.  For the foolish man, 
it’s all about himself.  He is doing it to prove himself to God, or to gain something from God, or to 
be seen by others as being righteous.   
 
The difference is subtle, but it is indeed significant. It may look the same to most people, but not 
to the one who sees beneath the surface. 
 
Similarity #3: Both are Tested and Have Their Foundation Revealed 
 
The wise man: 25 "And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house;  
The foolish man: 27 "The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house;  
 
The rain falls on the righteous and unrighteous alike.  God reveals Himself to everyone.  And 
God doesn’t shield Christians from the normal hardship of living in this world.  Both get cancer.  
Both can lose a job.  Both can lose a loved one or have a car accident.   
 
We all have our foundation tested at some point.  And this is a good thing.  It’s loving that God 
tests us.  The wise man will be encouraged by what is revealed, and the foolish man will have 
his foundation exposed.  That too is God’s grace. 
 
The difference is how we fair in those hardships. 
 
  



Difference #3: Stability vs. Instability 
 
This fall I watched a special on NFL Network done on Tim Tebow.  For those of you who don’t 
know, he is the Heisman trophy winner from a few years back who has been very unashamed of 
his faith in Christ, and has been making a mark for Jesus in the NFL. 
 
He has faced harsh criticism as well as unbelievable fame, especially as a back-up quarterback. 
 
Anyway, on this show there is a conversation between him and Kurt Warner.  Kurt Warner is a 
retired NFL quarterback who also is very strong in his faith.  And in the interview, Kurt asks Tim 
to share one of his favorite verses of scripture.   
 
Tim points to Phil 4:13 and they have a conversation about what that says and what it has 
meant to them.  Phil 4:13 says “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”   
 
Tim indicates that many believe that means that with Christ I can accomplish anything I set out 
to do.  But then he explains that the way he understands this verse, given the context of Paul in 
prison and bearing up under persecution and so forth, is that what Paul is getting at is that 
because of Christ in him there is nothing that may come at him that he can’t handle.   
 
In other words, withstanding adversity.  Kurt then pointed out that Christ helps us in how we 
handle success too. The person who builds their lives on the gospel and has Jesus Christ 
handles adversity and success differently than they would without Christ.  Success takes as 
much strength and character to handle as adversity.    
 
But on the foundation of Christ we can stand through anything.  Because nothing can take away 
who we are…Whose we are… Where we are going…. Because it is built not on the flimsy, shifty 
righteousness of man; but on the perfect, unchanging, righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
 
Conclusion:  So, what is to be the outcome for us today on Jesus’ vivid, graphic illustration of 
the wise man and the foolish man?  Very simple: Trust in Jesus alone as your righteousness, 
and walk in obedience to what He has taught us in word and in deeds. 
 
Repent of self-reliance, and performance, and all practices of religion done for the eyes of man 
or done to earn God’s favor.  Confess it as complete and utter folly. 
 
Trust and faith in another may seem like a risky foundation for your faith, but it is the only one 
that will survive the trials of this life and the eternal judgment of God. 
 
Life as a citizen in the kingdom of God begins with repentance from our sin and faith in Jesus 
Christ, and is evidenced by a life of obedience to Him.  Such a life is indestructible.  This is the 
message of the Sermon on the Mount.  This is the life to which Jesus beckons us all. 
 
Let’s pray. 


