
Sunday Morning, November 29, 2015
The Glory of Christ’s Church

Ephesians 1:20-23; Matthew 16:15-19; 18:18

I. Do We Understand the Glory of God's Invisible Church?
A.  Those That the Father Elected Before Time

Eph. 1:4; Heb. 12:12, 23

B.  Those That the Son Purchased with His Own Blood
Eph. 1:7; Eph. 5:25

C.  Those That the Spirit Regenerates and Seals
Jn. 3:3, 5; Eph. 1:13, 14

II. Do We Understand the Glory of God's Visible Church?
A. The Visible Church Is the Church Christ Is Building

1. Eph. 1:20-23 Christ Is Head over Everything for the Church

2. Eph. 2:12-22 the Church Is the Temple of God

3. Eph. 3:9, 10 the Church Is the Manifold Wisdom of God

4. Eph 3:20-21- the Church Is the Glory of God

5. Eph. 5:23-33 - the Church Is the Mystery of God

B. The Visible Church Is the Church Christ Is Ruling  Matt. 16:15-19; 18:18
Acts 20:28; Matt. 28:19, 20; Rev. 1-3; Matt. 13:41; Eph. 2:20
1 Jn. 2:19; Ac. 2:47; Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:9, 10 

Quotes

"There is not one visible Church and another invisible; but one Church, invisible in the spiritual, and
visible in the material world. And as God cares for both body and soul, so does Christ govern the external
affairs of the Church just as certainly as with His grace He nourishes it internally." (Kyper)

"When we speak of the Church invisible and the Church visible we are not to be understood as if we
referred in these designation to two separate and distinct Churches, but rather to the same Church under
two different characters. We do not assert that Christ has founded two Churches on earth, but only one;
and we affirm that one Church is to be regarded under two distinct aspects." (Bannerman)

“Some people construct a Christianity which consists entirely of a personal relationship to Jesus Christ
and has virtually nothing to do with the church. . . [they] have given up on the ecclesiastical institution as
hopeless. . . But we need to beware lest we despise the church of God, and are blind to His work in
history. We may safely say that God has not abandoned his church . . . He is still building and refining it.
And if God has not abandoned it, how can we?” (John Stott)



\
“The church of Jesus Christ is the most important institution in the world. The assembly of the redeemed,
the company of the saints, the children of God are more significant in world history than any other group,
organization, or nation. The United States of America compares to the church of Jesus Christ like a speck
of dust compares to the sun.” (John Piper)

“The history of the Christian church becomes a graduate school for angels.” (J A Mackay)

“Secular history concentrates its attention on kings, queens, and presidents, on politicians and generals,
in fact on ‘VIP’s.’‘ The Bible concentrates rather on a group it calls ‘the saints’, often little people,
insignificant people, unimportant people, who are however at the same time God’s people - and for that
reason are both ‘unknown’ [to the world] and yet well-known to God. Secular history concentrates on
wars, battles, and peace-treaties, followed by yet more wars, battles and peace-treaties. The Bible
concentrates rather on the war between good and evil, on the decisive victory won by Jesus Christ over
the powers of darkness, on the peace-treaty ratified by his blood, and on the sovereign proclamation of an
amnesty for all rebels who will repent and believe. Again, secular history concentrates on the changing
map of the world, as one nation defeats another and annexes its territory, and on the rise and fall of
empires. The Bible concentrates rather on a multi-national community called ‘the church,’ which has no
territorial frontiers, which aim is nothing less than the whole world for Christ, and whose empire will
never come to an end.” (John Stott)

“Soteriology without ecclesiology is sentimentality. Ecclesiology without soteriology is sociology.”
(David Garner)

Westminster Confession XXV. - Of the Church.
1. The catholic or universal church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that
have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the head thereof; and is the spouse, the body,
the fullness of him that filleth all in all.
2. The visible church, which is also catholic or universal under the gospel (not confined to one nation, as
before under the law), consists of all those throughout the world that profess the true religion; and of
their children: and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of God, out of which
there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.


