
REVELATION – SERMON 61 
 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD’S WRATH 

 
Revelation 16:1-7 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

• Every day, people make errors of judgment which have 
devastating results 

 

• Sometimes those offenders are brought to account for their 
actions, but often they are not 

 

• People are fallible and constantly err, but God never makes 
mistakes 

 

• All God’s works of creation are “very good” (Genesis 1:31) 
 

• All God’s works of providence are righteous, holy and 
excellent (Psalm 145:17; Isaiah 28:29) 

 

• In his fierce wrath against sinners, God remains altogether 
just and righteous 

 

• It is important to keep this in our minds constantly, 
especially when we study such a chapter as this. 

 

• Here the seven last plagues, depicted as vials full of God’s 
wrath, are poured out upon the earth 

 

• This will be a period of the most intense suffering that the 
world has ever seen 

 



• There are similarities between the trumpet judgments and 
these vial judgments, but the vials are of a much greater 
severity and extent 

 

• Where the trumpet judgments were restricted to one-third 
of the affected areas, the vials touch the whole world (with 
the exception of the fifth vial) 

 

• Where the trumpet judgments affected humanity indirectly, 
the vials afflict men directly 

 
VIALS COMPARED WITH EGYPTIAN PLAGUES 

VIALS (Rev. 16) PLAGUES (Ex. 7-12) 

Grievous Sores Sixth Plague (Ex. 9:8-12) 

Seas to Blood First Plague (Ex. 7:19-21) 

Rivers to Blood First Plague (Ex. 7:19-21) 

Scorching Heat & Fire  

Darkness Ninth Plague (Ex. 10:21-23) 

Euphrates Dried Up  

Earthquake & Hail Seventh Plague (Ex. 9:22-26) 

 

• The principal target of these final plagues is the beast and 
his worshippers 

 

• It is important to understand these plagues not simply as 
God’s judgment on rebellious humanity (though they are), 
but as God’s answer to Satan’s greatest effort to overthrow 
the divine rule through his “man of sin” 

 

• This is the culmination of that ancient enmity which began 
with Lucifer’s rebellion (Isaiah 14:12-23) and has continued 
for the last 6000 years 

 
I. THE AUTHORISATION OF GOD’S RETRIBUTION (1) 
 



A. The great voice from the temple 
 

1. This is the voice of God, since none are permitted to 
enter the temple (Revelation 15:8) 

 
2. The angels act not on their own authority or that of 

the living creature (15:7), but of God alone 
 

3. God’s voice spake the universe into existence 
(Genesis 1; Hebrews 11:3) and brings the dead to 
life (John 5:28-29; 11:43-44; cf. Psalm 29:3-9) 

 
4. The word “great” (megale) occurs 11 times in this 

chapter, which has been dubbed “the great chapter” 
 

B. The command to “Go” 
 

1. They go forth simultaneously, indicating that these 
judgments will take place in quick succession 

 
2. The word “wrath” (thumos) indicates “vehement fury” 

and “boiling rage” 
 

3. There is no reason, as the historicist interpreters do, 
to regard these as anything but literal 

 
II. THE AFFLICTION UPON GODLESS REPROBATES (2-4) 
 

A. A noisesome and grievous sore (2) 
 

1. This describes a painful, festering, revolting, oozing 
ulcer 

 
2. The same word (helkos) is used for Lazarus’ sores 

which the dogs licked (Luke 16:21) 



 
3. It resembles the boils suffered by the Egyptians 

(Exodus 9:10) as well as by Job (Job 2:7-8) 
 

4. Those who willingly received the beast’s mark, now 
unwillingly suffer the marks of God’s wrath 

 
5. As in Egypt, those who fear God will not be affected 

by the sores 
 

B. All the seas turned to blood (3) 
 

1. Previously one-third of the seas became blood, but 
now all of them 

 
2. Sea water and blood have an almost identical 

composition 
 

3. This blood will be lifeless, as of a dead man 
 

4. All sea life will die, removing a vital food source, and 
leaving inconceivable volumes of rotting flesh on the 
world’s shores, spreading stench and disease 

 
C. All rivers and fountains turned to blood (4) 

 
1. In 8:11, one-third of the waters were made bitter 

 
2. What little freshwater remains on earth by this time 

(cf. 11:6) will become blood 
 

3. The most basic requirements for life will become 
scarce and it will be a struggle to survive 

 
III. THE ADORATION OF GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (5-7) 



 
A. An interlude of worship 

 
1. Some may behold these awful plagues poured out on 

men and question how a merciful God could inflict 
such judgments 

 
2. Two of God’s angels—one on earth, one in heaven—

speak in God’s defence 
 

B. The angel of the waters praises God’s righteousness (5-
6) 

 
1. Just as there are territorial angels, there are angels 

assigned power over the elements (Revelation 7:1; 
14:18) 

 
2. God’s judgment is righteous 

 
3. He is the eternal Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt 

be (cf. 1:4,8; 4:8; 11:17) 
 

4. Their punishment is worthy of their crimes 
 

5. God punishes sinners according to their sins—he 
perfectly applies lex talionis, the law of retaliation 
(Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:19-21) 

 
a. Pharaoh’s army was drowned, just as he had 

drowned the Hebrew children (Exodus 1:22; 
14:28) 

 
b. Adonibezek had his thumbs and great toes cut off, 

just as he had done to seventy kings (Judges 1:7) 
 



c. Haman was hanged on the gallows he prepared 
for Mordecai (Esther 7:10; 9:10) 

 
6. His fury is not only against sin generally, but 

particularly against those who persecuted his 
beloved saints, who he promises to avenge 
(Deuteronomy 32:40-43; Isaiah 49:26) 

 
C. The angel from the altar praises God’s righteousness 

 
1. This angel ministers in the heavenly temple, and 

offers the prayers of the saints upon the golden altar 
before the throne (Revelation 8:3-4; 14:18) 

 
2. The martyrs, whose blood was shed by the beast 

and his worshippers, prayed at this same altar for 
their blood to be avenged (6:9-10) 

 
3. The title “Lord God Almighty” is used five times in 

Revelation (4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 21:22), 
emphasising his supreme authority and power to 
execute his will in heaven and earth 

 
4. There are many parallels with the song of the saints 

in the previous chapter (15:3-4) where the same 
“Lord God Almighty” is praised for his “just and true” 
ways, and is glorified for his “judgments” 

 
5. Abraham said, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?” (Genesis 18:25) 
 

6. God’s righteousness is revealed in his justifying and 
forgiving of sinners who believe (Romans 1:17; 1 
John 1:9) 

 



7. His righteousness is also revealed in his vengeance 
upon the unrepentant (2 Thessalonians 1:6) 

 
8. Christ’s kingdom, which commences after the seven 

vials, is characterised by his righteous rule (Psalm 
72:1-2; Isaiah 11:3-5; Jeremiah 33:15; Hebrews 1:8-
9; Revelation 19:11) 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
1. God will “render to every man according to his works” 

(Proverbs 24:12) 
 
2. “For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath 

shewed no mercy” (James 2:13) 
 
3. The only way to escape this judgment is to flee to Christ for 

refuge 
 
4. There is a commonly held view that the tears that God will 

wipe away in 21:4 are shed by believers who witness the 
great white throne judgment and weep over the damnation 
of the wicked 

 
5. But the saints in heaven do not mourn over God’s 

judgments, they worship and glorify him for them 
 
6. If we can be certain of the righteousness of God’s 

judgments in his dealings with the wicked, how much more 
can we trust his truth and righteousness towards the 
objects of his love? 

 
7. The people who witnessed Jesus’ miracles declared, “He 

hath done all things well” (Mark 7:37) 
 



8. It is one thing to acknowledge the benevolence of God in 
his acts of compassion 

 
9. But the children of God acknowledge his faithfulness at all 

times, including affliction (Psalm 119:75) 
 

10. “Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things 
to be right; and I hate every false way.” (Psalm 119:128) 


