
Westminster Confession of Faith: Session Thirty-One 
WCF 30 – Of Church Censures 

 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he 
hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two 
more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he 
refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be 
to you like a heathen and a tax collector” (Matthew 18:15-17 NKJV). 
 
 

I. Introduction 
a. Three Marks of a True Church 

 
 

b. Where is Church Discipline Today? 
 
 

II. WCF Chapter XXVI 
a. Paragraph 1: Church Government 

There Is Church Government 
 
 
Church Government Established by Christ, Not Men 
 
 
Church Government Distinct from the Civil Magistrate 
 
 

b. Paragraph 2: The Keys of the Kingdom 
Matthew 16:18-19 
 
 
The Keys of the Kingdom 
     What They Are 
 
 
     Their Purposes 
          Retaining and Remitting Sins 
 
 
          Shutting the Kingdom 
 
 
          Opening the Kingdom 
 
 



Impenitence and Penitence 
 
 

c. Paragraph 3: The Purposes of Church Censures 
Reclamation of the Offender 
 
 
Deterrence of Like Offences 
 
 
Purity of the Church 
 
 
Vindication of Christ and the Gospel 
 
 
Preventing God’s Wrath 
 
 

d. Paragraph 4: Types of Church Censures 
Admonition 
 
 
Rebuke 
 
 
Suspension 
 
 
Excommunication 
 
 

III. Conclusion 
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