
Intro:  Welcome everyone and merry Christmas. 

I want you to turn in your bible to Luke 1.  The title of my message today is The Journey of Mary.  And we’re 

going to consider how the birth of Christ affected Mary’s life.  On Christmas eve I’ll be giving an evangelistic 

message on the reason for Christmas and why Jesus was born.  But today were going to see how the entrance of 

Christ into the World affected Mary. 

In order to do this I’m going to read to you the account of Gabriel’s visit to Mary and her response.  But then 

I’m going to walk you through Mary’s journey chronologically from there.  So we will be bouncing back and 

forth from between Matthew to Luke.   

Luke 1:26-38 (NASB)   Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee, called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin's 

name was Mary. 28And coming in, he said to her, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was 

greatly troubled at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this might be. 30And the angel 

said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31"And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32"He will be great, and will be called the Son of 

the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33and He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end." 34And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, 

since I am a virgin?" 35And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the Son of 

God. 36"And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was 

called barren is now in her sixth month. 37"For nothing will be impossible with God." 38And Mary said, 

"Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to your word." And the angel departed 

from her.  

 

(Breath of Heaven Clip) 

Now the reason for my message this morning is because of the way v.38 just reached out and grabbed me.  

Luke 1:38 And Mary Said, “Behold,  the bond slave of the Lord, may it be done to me according to your word.” 

Mary is in all likelihood a teen ager.  14,15,17,18??? We don’t know.  But she is engaged and most engaged 

women have two things on their mind.  The man they love and event that is coming right? 

But notice again Mary’s disposition:  She sees herself as the Lord’s bondslave.  When you are the Lords 

bondslave then you see your life as subject to God’s will and plans.  “be it done to me”  My life is in your hands 

do with me as you please.  This is a statement of understood and embraced surrender and submission by a 

young and obviously godly woman. 

Teenagers, does this challenge you?  Do you see your future this way?  Do you see yourself as put here for 

whatever God wants?  Mothers and Fathers, the same can be said of you even if your 30 or 40.  And God’s 

plans for your offspring, whatever they may be, are surrendered like this.”   

I think this young lady is modeling for us a very challenging and godly life perspective don’t you? 

Well what exactly was she signing up for by that affirmative response to Gabriel?   

What she knew was: 



An unwed pregnancy and all that would go with that. 

A real difficult conversation with Joseph 

A child who would be Messiah (Don’t know how well versed she was in what that would mean for her) 

But there was a lot that she didn’t know that God’s plans would entail.  And that is the way it is with all of us.  

When a person comes to Christ today they know that it will mean forgiveness, relationship with God, eternal 

life, the body of Christ etc.  But what we don’t know when we surrender to God’s plans for our life is the 

specifics of the journey.  Let’s walk through those now for Mary.   

 

Mary Betrothed to Joseph  

Scene 1: The Angelic Visit:  

Scene 2: The prophecy of Elizabeth -  

Mary left town for 3 months to go visit Elizabeth.  Received a prophetic greeting that must have taken 

her off guard (Luke 1:41-45) 

Luke 1:41-45 (NASB)   And it came about that when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her 

womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42And she cried out with a loud voice, and said, "Blessed 

among women are you, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43"And how has it happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord should come to me? 44"For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby leaped in my womb for joy. 45"And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 

had been spoken to her by the Lord."  

 

Scene 3: Joseph’s discovery of the pregnancy and its meaning  

By the time she got home it wasn’t long before she might start looking pregnant. And it was time to talk 

to Joseph.  Matt 1:18 

Matthew 1:18-19 (NIV)   This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 

(Sounds like Mary waited as long as she could.  But eventually it became obvious and a conversation had to 

happen.)  19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 

disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

 

Joseph initially misinterpreted didn’t he?  When we are trying to live surrendered lives to God we are 

going to be misunderstood.  People are going to think you’re a little bit nuts taking your faith journey so 

seriously and holding the beliefs that the bible teaches. 

Thankfully God then gave Joseph a dream to tell him her story was right and not to divorce her.  But 

why didn’t God give Joseph the dream before Mary was disovered to be pregnant.  That would have 

been so much easier don’t you think?  But its not the way it happened.   

Behold, the bondslave of the Lord, be it done to me according to your word. 



Scene 4: Trip to Bethlehem and Birth Luke 2:1-7 

Luke 2:1-7 (NASB)   Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a 

census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3And all were proceeding to register for the census, everyone to his own city. 4And Joseph also went up 

from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 

was of the house and family of David, 5in order to register, along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was 

with child. 6And it came about that while they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 7And 

she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 

was no room for them in the inn.  

 

So next, God’s call upon Mary required a long trip away in the ninth month and giving birth away from 

family.   Couldn’t that have been different God?  Nope.  The child was prophesied to have been born in 

Bethlehem.  So it just so happened that Ceasar Augustus called for a census in near the date of christ’s 

birth.  What do you know about that? 

Still, not easy for Mary.  No mom or mom in law, no sisters nearby.  Not even a hotel. 

Behold, the bondslave of the Lord… 

Scene 5: The visit of Shepherds Luke 2:16 

Now this turned out to be a real blessing.  All of the sudden on the night of christ’s birth some shepherds 

show up rejoicing and in awe and looking for Joseph, Mary and the baby.   

Luke 2:16-20 (NASB)   And they came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He 

lay in the manger. 17And when they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them 

about this Child. 18And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds. 19But 

Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds went back, glorifying and 

praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them.  

 

Just when they probably needed a reminder that God was in all of this, here come these shepherds.  And 

God’s vision and plan for her life was refreshed again.  God is still in control and they were right in the 

center of God’s will. 

 

Scene 6 The Blessing and Prophecy of Simeon Luke 2:25-35 

After the time of purification for Mary the bible says Joseph took Mary and Jesus to Jerusalem to 

dedicate him to the Lord as all Jews did with their first born.  And when they arrived they had quite a 

surprise waiting for them. 

Luke 2:25-35 (NASB)   And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was 

righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had 

been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And 

he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the 

custom of the Law, 28then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 



 

 29"Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart  

In peace, according to Thy word; 30 

For my eyes have seen Thy salvation, 31 

Which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 

A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, 

And the glory of Thy people Israel." 

 

 33And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about Him. 34And Simeon 

blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in 

Israel, and for a sign to be opposed-- 35and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts 

from many hearts may be revealed."  

 

“Behold, the bondslave of the Lord, Be it done to me according to your word.”   

Scene 7: Visit of the Magi in Bethlehem Matt 2:1-11 

Apparently they returned to Bethlehem probably not yet ready to make the trip back to Nazerth with a 

child.  And as much as maybe 2 years pass by and they are still there.  And then some stargazers called 

Magi show up with gifts.  I’ll not read that story but heres the gist: 

Some 2 years before they had seen a special star finally were making a journey to see if they could find 

the Messiah and bring him gifts.  In the process Herod became alerted to the birth of the prophesied one 

and that ultimately spelled trouble.     

But here is how Matthew describes their encounter with the Magi.   

  

Matthew 2:11-12 (NASB)   And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they 

fell down and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense 

and myrrh. 12And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed for their own 

country by another way.  

 

Another encouraging encounter that reminded Mary that God was up to something grand.  “Behold, the 

bondslave of the Lord, Be it done to me according to your word.”   

Scene 7: Joseph’s Divine Dream Matt 2:13 

Next was a big surprise for them.  Joseph had another dream.  And in the dream God told him a plot was 

underway to destroy the child.  Their little guy was on King Herod’s hit list. 

“Behold the bondslave of the Lord, Be it done to me according to your word” Next? 

Scene 8: Flight to Egypt Matt 2:14-18 

In that same dream God’s instructions were not to go home to Nazerth where grandmas and grandpas 

are but rather leave the country.  Leave the country.   

 

Question?: If God spoke to your husband in a dream ladies and told him to move the family out of the 

country how would respond to that?  Just a thought  



 

Matthew 2:14-15 (NASB)   And he arose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed for Egypt; 

15and was there until the death of Herod, that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be 

fulfilled, saying, "OUT OF EGYPT DID I CALL MY SON."  

 

No showing of the child to the friends and family back home.  None of those early 1, 2, 3 year old 

birthday parties.  They are fleeing the country to protect the child and fulfill a prophecy. 

“"Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."…."Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with 

God….“Behold, the bondslave of the Lord, Be it done to me according to your word.”   

Is this what it means to be favored by God?  Apparently.  Raising a child that has had 100’s of 

prophecies that have to be fulfilled would be quite irritating wouldn’t you think?  That is unless you see 

yourself as the Lord’s bondslave.  When we realize we are here for God’s purposes and all of our hopes 

and dreams are submitted to God then we can maybe simply find our blessing in being the Lord’s 

instrument for what he is doing in the world on a far grander scale. 

That takes real faith and submission doesn’t it?  Well after a stint in Egypt and once Herod died God 

spoke to Joseph in another dream and said you can return home now.  Matt 2:19-23 

And that was only the beginning for Mary.  She had other children and at some time rather early in life she 

apparently became a widow for Jesus had become responsible for her care and entrusted her care to John the 

beloved disciple 

“Behold, the bondslave of the Lord, May it be done unto me according to your word.”  And like his mother,  

Jesus is known for a similar statement when he prayed “Father, not my will but thy will be done.” 

And well the rest of the journey we know all to well.   

PPT – JOURNEY of MARY – DVD CLIP 

Conclusion: Church what about you.  Are you aware that entering into a relationship with God you became his 

bondslave? 

Are we surrendered to whatever that may mean for us? 

The entrance of Christ into the world is truly a game changer for any who would choose to follow Him.  It 

means all that you know it means from scripture.  But it means much that you don’t know and may not 

understand when it happens. 

If there is anyone here today ready to become the Lord’s blondslave and begin your own Journy with the 

Savior I welcome you to confess your sin to God and put your faith in Jesus Christ who died for you that you 

may live to, for, and with God. 

Let’s pray. 

 

 


