
 

Lighthouse Baptist Church-Dickinson, TX 77539 
http://www.lbctx.org 

1 

The Biggest Loser 
Part II 

November 3, 2013 
By C. Benjamin Dill 

Lighthouse Baptist Church - Dickinson, TX 
 

2Peter 2:20-22   
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter 
end is worse with them than the beginning.  
21 For it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness, than, after 
they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them.  
22 But it is happened unto them according to 
the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to 
her wallowing in the mire.  
 
Last week we learned from the scriptures just 
who these verses are referring to; they speak 
of the lost within the membership of the Lord’s 
Churches who look like us, act like us and 
pretend to be one of us but have never actually 
placed their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to 
save them from their sins. 
 
2Peter 2:1-2   
1 But there were false prophets also among 
the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
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bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 
destruction.  
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; 
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of.  
 
This is they who are being used by the Devil to 
disrupt, divide and destroy within the Body, our 
Church.   
 
Our desire is to help them see where they are; 
to repent of whatever they are hanging on to 
and trust Jesus and Him alone and be 
genuinely born again. 
 
For these who hear of Jesus’ finished work 
week after week, yet just don’t get it that they 
still are not saved, it is as though they are blind 
to this all important truth. 
 
As spake the Apostle Paul:  
 
2Corinthians 4:3-6   
3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost:  
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them.  
5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus' sake.  
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
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give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
Today we are going to pour more light from the 
Word of God upon this blindness; enough light 
that anyone desiring to be saved can indeed 
be; even right here today. 
 
Whether you are hearing the gospel today for 
the first time or the 500th time; our prayer is 
that you will understand it clearly and respond 
by placing your trust in Jesus. 
 
Lisa’s favorite TV show is coming back for a 
new season; it is called ‘The Biggest Loser’. 
 
On this show, those who lose the most become 
the biggest winners of all; listen to what Jesus 
said in  
 
Matthew 16:24-27 
   
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me.  
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: 
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it.  
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.  
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Today we are going to look at what these 
biggest losers in our text had, that could have 
made them the biggest winners of all. 
 
First on the list is: 
 
I. The knowledge of the Lord. 
 
2Peter 2:20 For if after they have escaped the 
pollutions of the world through the knowledge 
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ… 
 
A. There is only one place you can go here on 
this planet to escape the world’s pollutions of 
the truth. 
 
1. And you are in it! 
 
2. Coming to a real Church where real 
believers are worshipping the real Lord Jesus 
Christ and preaching and teaching the 
unpolluted real Word of God; this is your 
escape! 
 
3. You are truly in the best place you could 
possibly be this morning. 
 
B. This is where you will indeed receive the 
knowledge of the truth. 
 
1. However, possessing the knowledge of the 
Lord is not enough; let me explain: 
 
2. John 1:1-13   
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1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 The same was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.  
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of 
men.  
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John.  
7 The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him 
might believe.  
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear 
witness of that Light.  
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him not.  
11 He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not.  
12 But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name:  
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.  
 
3. Are you here to receive Jesus this morning? 
According to this text receiving the Word of 
God and receiving Jesus Who is ‘the Word 
made flesh’, is the same thing! 
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4. So, what is this power to become the sons of 
God that you get by receiving Jesus or the 
Word? 
 
5. Here it is:  
 
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  
 
5. This power [the gospel] is:  
 
1Corinthians 15:1-4   
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain.  
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures;  
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures:  
 
6. The knowledge of this is absolutely 
necessary; it is the power of God unto 
salvation; but just knowing it will not save you. 
There is something you must do with it. 
 
7. We just read: ‘even to them that believe 
on his name:’ and ‘to every one that believeth’ 
is what the scripture says. 
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Next they knew:  
 
II. The way of righteousness. 
 
2Peter 2:21 For it had been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness… 
 
A. Here are the facts: 
 
1The unrighteous will not, cannot, shall not 
enter the Kingdom of heaven!   
 
1Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? 
  
2. You are unrighteous! We all begin in that 
condition. 
 
Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one:  
 
3. There is nothing you can do that will make 
you righteous. 
 
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the 
law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  
 
4. Only God can do that!  
 
Romans 3:21-22 
21 But now the righteousness of God without 
the law is manifested, being witnessed by the 
law and the prophets;  
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22 Even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them 
that believe: for there is no difference:  
 
5. When we place our trust in the shed blood of 
Jesus as the complete and total answer for our 
salvation; God declares us righteous!  
 
Romans 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness: that he might be just, and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.  
 
B. Jesus Himself is the ‘way of righteousness’. 
 
1. John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.  
 
2. 2Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him.  
 
Next they received:  
 
III. The holy commandment.   
Vs. 21‘…than, after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them.’  
 
A. What is this holy commandment? 
 
1. It is not some hidden mystery: we have 
already read seven different references 
speaking of it so far just in this message; it is 
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the most prolific command in the New 
Testament! 
 
2. 1John 3:23 And this is his [holy] 
commandment, That we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ … 
 
3. Hebrews 10:39 But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition; but of them that 
believe to the saving of the soul.  
 
4. Galatians 3:22 But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin, that the promise by 
faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe.  
 
5. Acts 16:30-31   
30 And [the jailer] brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  
31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
 
6. Dozens of times; over and over and over this 
holy commandment is sent forth; you would 
think that everyone would be clear on this. 
 
B. With this much clarity and this much 
repetition and this much emphasis; why have 
so many still not believed? 
 

1.  “But Pastor, If I understand that Jesus is 
God and understand that He died for my sins, 
and I really do believe it is all true; doesn’t that 
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mean that I have obeyed the holy 
commandment?” 

 

2. No, it does not! 
 
3. The Bible command to believe is not the 
same word that you are used to using. 
 

4. This word is ‘to trust’.  Each and every 
reference is the same Greek word: pisteuo  

pist-yoo'-o 

From G4102; to have faith (in, upon, or with 
respect to, a person or thing), that is, credit; by 
implication to entrust (especially one’s spiritual 
well being to Christ): - believe (-r), commit (to 
trust), put in trust with. 

 

5. Yes, you must understand that Jesus is God 
and you must understand that He died for your 
sins and rose again, and you must really and 
truly believe it is all true; ONLY THEN CAN 
YOU TRUST HIM TO SAVE YOU! 

 
6. Do not walk right up to the door and think 
you have arrived; you must enter in; you must 
trust Him to save you!   
 
7. John 10:9 I am the door: by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
out, and find pasture.  
 
Next look at who they could have been: 
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IV. They who overcome. 
You will either overcome or you will be 
overcome; which will it be? 
 
A. Will you be one who is overcome? 
 
1. 2Peter 2:20  For if after they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning.  
 
2. 2Peter 2:19 While they promise them liberty, 
they themselves are the servants of corruption: 
for of whom a man is overcome, of the same 
is he brought in bondage.  
 
3. Some are thinking, “Yeah, I knew it couldn’t 
be that easy.” 
 
4. So, if I get my life all straightened up and I 
quit all my sinning and I do lots of good works; 
and, oh yeah, if I give plenty of money to the 
Church and somehow manage to not mess it 
all up before I die; then, maybe I will have 
overcome, right? 
 
5. That is what a lot of people think, all right. 
 
6. That is even what a lot of Churches and a lot 
of religions and preachers teach; but that’s not 
what this Bible says!  
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B. Will you be an overcomer? This is how it’s 
done! 
 
1. Jesus said: John 16:33 These things I have 
spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.  
 
2. 1John 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith.  
 
3. 1John 5:5 Who is he that overcometh the 
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the 
Son of God?  
 
4. Will I overcome? No, I already have 
overcome!  I am in Christ and thus I have 
overcome it all; sin, death, hell and the grave; 
all of it day I trusted Jesus to save me. 
Because of Jesus I AM an overcomer! 
 
5. Yes, it may sound too good to be true, but 
this time it really is! 
 
In Conclusion:  
 
Today, the Lord has brought some of you 
right up to the door. 
 

You really do believe that this Bible is true. 

Say it with me; ‘I really do believe this Bible 
is true.’ 



 

Lighthouse Baptist Church-Dickinson, TX 77539 
http://www.lbctx.org 

13 

 

You really do understand that Jesus is God. 

Say it with me; ‘I believe that Jesus is God.’ 

 

Say this if it’s true: ‘I believe that Jesus 
died for my sins and was buried and rose 
again the third day.’ 

 

That brings you to the door; now, won’t you 
come in? 
 
“Yes, Lord I turn it all over to you; I, here 
and now trust you and you alone to save 
me from my sins.” 
 
From the heart; from your heart to Jesus; 
“Yes, Lord, right here and right now I trust 
you to save me!” 
 
If that genuine trust in the Lord to do that 
for you just came from your heart; you who 
were the biggest loser, just became the 
biggest winner of all! 
 
May I be the first to welcome you to our 
amazing family! 


