
Is. 1:16-18  “Clean Soldiers”

For the Children: The name “Luther” means “soldier of the people.”  A soldier of the people should fight to 
rescue, defend and help his people.  The Christian soldier fights by trying to live a life in obedience to God’s 
Word and by helping others to do the same – especially others in the church, including those who have trouble 
defending themselves.   Questions: Why does the Bible say so much about looking after widows and orphans? 
Does going to church automatically mean that you are seen by God as righteous?  What does it mean to “be 
washed” and to “wash yourself” in the Lord Jesus?

Introduction:

First Point: Being Washed
1) From Scarlet to White: If we are to be regarded by the Lord as completely pure, we need Him to do the 

cleansing – we are not capable of achieving such a high degree of purity as He requires.  When the Lord 
tells those whom He has called “Sodom & Gomorrah” (v. 10) that they can be white as snow or wool, 
despite the “crimson” of their blood-guiltiness, He is indicating that He is willing to forgive them by grace

2) Cleansed by Blood: That cleansing can only be accomplished by Christ shedding His blood to pay for 
their sins (and ours) and to do all righteousness for us.  Baptism signifies and seals this work of Christ 
on behalf of His own.  That this cleansing is Christ’s work is seen in the way the NT picks up the kind of 
language found in our text e.g., Rev. 7:14, 6:11; 1 Cor. 6:11

3) A Matter of Reason; The call to Israel to ‘reason” with the Lord does not imply that this is all a mere 
intellectual exercise; or that the Lord is bound, with man, by some higher rule of logic.  Rather, sinners 
are urged to consider the justness of God’s case against them, and how merciful is His offer of mercy if 
they turn to Christ.  This is put as a gentle invitation.  How unreasonable and wicked to reject it!

Second Point  :   Wash Yourselves  
1) Making Yourself Clean; The call for God’s people to “make themselves clean” (as also to “clothe 

themselves”) is a response to God’s grace, not a work that earns it.  It is also implied by baptism – that 
we should be a people who live a “washed” life, since we have been washed in Christ’s blood.  In the 
NT, this call is both a call to repentance and sanctification.  See Rev. 19:8, 3:18 and Acts 22:16

2) Seeking Justice and Righteousness: In Isaiah’s time, many in Israel had turned to injustice and 
oppression, especially against the poor and defenseless, such as widows and orphans.  They had to 
learn from God what righteousness and truth meant in every sphere.  That included learning to defend 
the weak, extending justice and righteousness through the whole covenant community – an implication 
for us from our baptism too

3) Cleaning Others: The desire for cleansing must also be extended to others by seeking to admonish them 
for their sins – according to Mt. 18.  We seek to win them to the washed life, or restrain them, even 
remove them from the church if they will not listen

4) Covenant Children Included: These things are to be taught to God’s people.  Baptism teaches and 
reassures of these truths and calls us all to faith and obedience.  It is a great privilege to be nurtured 
under this teaching, reassurance and call.  Covenant children may not all be regenerate yet, but they are 
shown God’s favour by being accepted as members of the covenant and placed under this nurture

Conclusion:




