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It's already been a good place to be. The Lord has richly blessed each and every one of 
us. If you are in Christ this morning, you need to know that and you need to be assured of
that. 

I have to deal with a portion of text this morning that may confuse some of you. You may
leave here and say, "Well, Brother Doug, he preaches and teaches eternal security that we
are saved by the grace of God and we are secure in our position in Christ, but yet this 
message this morning, it almost seems like it contradicts the doctrine of assurance of the 
believer and eternal security of the believer." But we have to understand something, we 
have to realize something this morning, the context of the book of Hebrews. Hebrews 3 is
where we will be at this morning and Hebrews 3, the writer is about to open up chapters 3
and 4 dealing with God's rest, the rest that was promised to the children of Israel after 
they came out of Egypt but you need to understand something, not all of Israel is Israel, 
just like not all people that sit in the pew are born again regenerated believers in Christ.

There are more Old Testament quotes I thought in the book of Hebrews than any other 
book in the Bible, but Hebrews is #2. The book of Matthew has 96 Old Testament quotes 
in it. The book of Hebrews has 86 references back to the Old Testament. And the book of
Romans has 74. Luke is #4 with 58. Acts is #5 with 57. 1 Corinthians has 41 references. 
And the book of Mark has 34 references back to the Old Testament. The Old Testament 
is Christ concealed, the New Testament is Christ revealed. 

We are picturing here in Hebrews 3:1-6 just this introduction or the parenthetical that 
goes in between chapters 2 and chapter 3. Before we go any further into chapter 3, I want 
to go back to chapter 2 and I want to read you the first 4 verses because this entire book is
building on itself and we know who the target audience is, don't we, at least we think we 
do. We believe that the target audience of the book of Hebrews is, yes, the writer is 
sending this letter to the elect, the born again believers in the body of Christ, however, 
there are some within that ekklesia, within that called out assembly, that come to church, 
that profess Christ, but yet they are being tempted to go back, to go back into the world, 
to go back into sin, or even to go back under the law and go back under Judaism and start
offering sacrifices again. They've come on the verge of salvation but they haven't quite 
made the commitment yet. 
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And this is what the writer says in Hebrews 2:1-4, "Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have heard," now what have we heard? Everything in
chapter 1 that Christ is better than, and he's now seated at the right hand of the Majesty 
on High.

"The things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip." Well, what 
does that mean, let them slip? Well, we have pulled in with the boat, we tied off to the 
dock and we're listening to the word and we are about to make full commitment but, 
however, we never tied off good enough, and that same tide that brought us in, when the 
tide goes back out if we're not tied off, we'll drift back out. The same Gospel that brought
us in, when we harden our hearts in unbelief, will take us back out and we will let these 
things slip and we will miss the haven of rest.

He said therefore, "if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a just recompence of reward," notice what he says in verse 3, 
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will?" That's the first warning of the book of Hebrews. 
It says you'd better be careful. You're sitting in the pew, you're claiming to know Christ, 
you need to tie off to this and make a commitment lest you let these things slip because 
once they slip, you do not have a promise of another opportunity to commit to Christ. 
You do not have that promise. He has given you one chance. He's saying, "I will call one 
time. I will draw one time." Not in the sense of the effectual drawing, not in the sense of 
the effectual calling, there are many that never receive an effectual calling. Do you 
realize that? There are many that are never drawn by God effectually. Do you realize 
that? Because they must hear the Gospel and when you've heard the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his saving grace, take heed to those things which you've heard lest at any
time you let them slip because you might not get another chance.

He's building the scene here all through the book of Hebrews that Christ is better than. 
He's better than anything and everything that was, is, or ever shall be. He's better than 
creation because he is the Creator. All things were made by him and without him was 
nothing made that was made. Who are we talking about, the Father, the Holy Ghost? No, 
no, we're talking about the only begotten Son of God. He's the Creator and in him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily and ye are complete in him but you need 
to take heed to these things lest at any time you let them slip for the word spoken by 
angels in the Old Testament, for the word spoken by the prophets in the Old Testament, 
they have the due recompence of the reward in which you rebel that word, but how much 
more will not God hold you responsible for disobeying his only begotten Son? How 
much more?

We're going to deal with something this morning that might seem a controversy. I don't 
want to get too fired up, I want to try to teach you this this morning because there are 
people that read one or two verses in the Bible and they build a whole doctrine on it and 
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it is taken out of context. Context. Context. Context. We know who the writer is writing 
to, a group of people that are sitting in the pews and they're wanting to go back. They are 
being tempted to go back. Understanding this purpose for the writing of Hebrews, we can
understand the context much better and what he's saying is, "Don't go back. Don't go 
back because Christ is better than." These next two chapters, God is showing the 
illustration of the rest that he offers in the person of Christ by using the children of Israel 
coming out of Egypt and the promised rest that God offered them, but many of them did 
what? They looked back to Egypt. They wanted to go back to Egypt and God said, "I was
upset with them and many of them fell in the desert." Because they hardened their hearts 
in unbelief, God said, "They did not enter my rest."

They said one thing and did something else. Do you understand what I'm saying? They 
said one thing but their actions were speaking much much louder than their words and 
they said, "Do you know what, Moses? Why did you bring us out here to die? Let's go 
back in Egypt. Let's go back down to Egypt." Oh no, my friends, I mean, what is there to 
go back to once you've been saved by grace? You have nothing to go back to. This 
doctrine, this passage, does not teach anyone that they can lose their salvation but on the 
contrary, it teaches those that do go back were never saved to start with. That's what it 
teaches.

Alright, let's let the context interpret the passage, "Don't go back." Look at verse 7 
through 12. This is not our text, I just want to read 7 through 12 of Hebrews 3. 
"Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,)" oh, what does it 
say? What's the theme here? Harden not your hearts in unbelief or you'll miss the rest. If 
you will hear his voice today, harden not your heart.

Verse 8, "Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the 
wilderness: When your fathers tempted me," oh, they tempted God. "Well, if you're really
who you say you are, give us a sign. Show us something." That's not faith, my friend, and
you are justified by faith, by faith alone, in the person of Christ alone, for the glory of 
God alone. 

"When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years." Oh, my 
goodness. Nobody ever went hungry. Every time they needed water, they had water. And 
when they got down to Marah and the waters were bitter, God made them sweet. They 
had manna fall from the heavens and then when they wanted meat, God had quail fall 
from the heavens and feed them. They were covered by a pillar of fire by night and a 
cloud during the day. Their clothes never wore out for 40 years. Their shoes never wore 
out for 40 years. The husbands never had to take their wives to Walmart for 40 years. 
God was faithful. He said, "I brought you up out of the land of Egypt but know this, not 
all Israel is Israel. Don't look back, much less even want to go back."

"Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart;
and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my 
rest." That's what God said. God said, "You go back? You go back? You will not enter 
into my rest." What does that mean? "Oh, they lost their salvation, their name got blotted 
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out of the Lamb's book of life." No, they never had it to start with. They never had it to 
start with.

Verse 12, "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God." The writer of Hebrews says, "You'd better take heed. 
You'd better listen up to this."

Now let's read our text this morning. This is our key text and I want to bring just a few 
things out this morning. Hebrews 3:1-6. We're going to deal with the first paragraph of 
chapter 3, the parenthetical in between chapter 2 and chapter 3, and this is our text.

1 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus; 2 Who was 
faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his 
house. 3 For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the 
house. 4 For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all 
things is God. 5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a 
servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;

Notice, Moses was testifying of things which were going to be spoken of after, which 
would come.

6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we [uh-oh], if 
we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end.

That almost sounds like you can lose it but if you don't hold fast to the end, if you don't 
endure, if you don't persevere, you never lost it, you never had it to start with. You only 
had a profession, you did not have a possession because let's talk about that this morning.

Verse 1, "Wherefore, holy brethren." Notice the adjective that's used there before 
"brethren." What does God call us under divine inspiration? Whoever penned Hebrews, 
he penned it under inspiration just like all the other 65 books, making the entire Canon of 
the Bible was given by inspiration and he calls us "holy." Holy. Do you realize this 
morning if you're saved, you're holy? It's not your holiness, it's not your righteousness, 
but it's of the one who built the house, amen? It's Christ's righteousness. It's his justness. 
It's his peace. It's his grace. It's his mercy. It's his holiness. Jeremiah 23:6, Jehovah,-
Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteousness, and the writer of Hebrews calls the elect the called 
out assembly, those that hold fast to the end; those that have patience, perseverance and 
endurance. He calls us holy.

Why are we holy? Because we are shareholders or made partakes of the heavenly calling.
Made a partaker of the heavenly calling. Called from heaven to heaven. We are called 
from heaven to go to heaven. This is not our home. We're sojourners in a land. We're 
looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. Amen? And hath not the builder, the 
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builder has far much more honor and glory than the building and who is not only the 
builder but he's also the building? Not Moses but Christ. So what are you going to go 
back to? Hold fast to the end.

"Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling," consider this, "consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession," or our confession, your profession of faith. Consider 
one thing. Don't consider how much money you've got in the bank. Don't consider that 
new car that you're going to buy after you get your income tax refund. Don't consider 
anything other than that which is eternal. Consider the Apostle and High Priest of your 
confession, what you profess.

"Now wait a minute, he called Jesus an apostle? Well, break that down for me, preacher. 
I don't quite understand it." What is an apostle? One who is sent. Who sent him? "For he 
hath made him who knew no sin to be sin for us so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." Christ Jesus, our Lord, is our apostle. He's one who was 
sent. The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. He is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners. Christ is our apostle that represents God to men. He shows God to 
us. He reveals God unto us, but as our High Priest, he represents us unto God. 

Our Apostle and our High Priest. Consider that. What's there to go back to? Are you 
going to go back to the old ways? Are you going to go back to a works religion? Well, 
Christ has already worked it out, my friend, and he said, "It is finished! Paid in full!" Let 
me ask you this this morning, this is rhetorical: are you trusting in your works to get you 
to heaven? If you are, you're not fully trusting in Christ. If you're trusting in anything you
can do this morning, you're not fully trusting in him. Take heed, lest you let these things 
slip. 

Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our calling. Why? Because we've been made 
partakers. Partakers of what? Of a heavenly calling. Of a heavenly calling. You say, 
"What is that, Brother Doug?" I have to cover this to get you to understand that you 
cannot lose your salvation as much as you want to read into verse 6.

Turn to Ephesians 1. I may not even get this finished this morning. This is getting deeper 
than what I thought. Turn to Ephesians 1:3. The Bible does not anywhere contradict 
itself. It doesn't. So if it's saying hold fast, lest you let these things slip away, and how 
shall you escape if you neglect so great salvation, who is going to go to heaven? Who's 
going to get saved? Who is going to make heaven their home? Those that endure until the
end. Who are those that endure until the end? Those that hold fast. Who are those that 
hold fast? The elect of God.

Chapter 1, Ephesians 1:3, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Look at verse 4. 
Highlight this in your Bible. You say, "I ain't never heard of this before, Brother Doug." 
Well, you're about to hear it now. "According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world." Why did he choose you? He chose you to save you. Why did he
save you? Well, let's keep reading. "That we should be holy and without blame before 
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him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will." Why did he save you? It pleased him
to do so, according to the good pleasure of his will.

Verse 6, "To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom 
and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth; even in him." Verse 11, notice the past tense verbiage that's used 
here. Paul is writing this in about 64 AD but he says everything in the past tense. "In 
whom also we have obtained," what does "obtained" mean? It means you've already got 
it. That means you've already got it. You have obtained, "an inheritance, being 
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will." Who are those people he's talking about? He's talking about the holy 
brethren, those that have been made partakers of the heavenly calling. He's talking about 
the elect of God, chosen in him from the foundation of the world.

Why? Because he works all things after the counsel of his own will, "That we should be 
to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed." Sealed. If you're sealed, you're not going to go back. The Holy Ghost 
won't let you for you are not your own, you've been bought with a price, you're kept by 
the power of God. It says here that you were "sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory."

You say, "Brother Doug, I don't understand those last two verses. What does all that 
mean?" That means when you go down to Remax or Century 21 and you're about to buy 
a house, you're about to make a contract, you're about to put an offer on that house, you 
put down earnest money. You put down $500, you say, "Hold this because I'm coming 
back with the rest of the money to get what I've said I was going to buy." Oh, but Jesus, 
do you know what he did? He bought and paid for it all in one swoop. One fell swoop 
Jesus just said, "It is finished!" Consider the Apostle and the High Priest of your 
confession. He said, "It's done. Now Holy Spirit, I want you to hold onto them until I 
come back for the redemption of the purchased possession." He said, "I've got my 
certificate of ownership right here. Holy Spirit, hold them, keep them for me until I come 
back and collect that which I have purchased with my own blood." Someone who has 
experienced that and has come to the knowledge of the truth and saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ according to the counsel of his own will has been predestinated to be 
conformed to the image of his Son so that he might present her a chaste bride, holy, 
undefiled, without spot, without blemish. That's God's plan. 

Someone in that group, will they stumble? Oh yeah. Will they falter? Oh yeah. Will they 
mess up? Oh yeah. But will they ever truly fully go back? Oh no. Oh no, for they are kept
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by the power of God. He said, "Holy Father, when I was with them I kept them. I am no 
longer in the world. Holy Father, keep those whom thou hast given me that they may be 
one as I and thy are one." Let me ask you: is that prayer going to get answered? Hey, 
man, he was the perfect God-man. He prayed in the will of the Father. He was God in the 
flesh so that prayer is going to get answered. "Holy Father, keep those whom thou hast 
given me." That means all of those that God appointed unto salvation will come. They 
will believe and they will endure until the end.

Let's go back to Hebrews, verse 1, "consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession." Our profession. What is your profession this morning, who is it in? Is it in 
yourself? Is it in what you can do? Is it in your church attendance? Is it in your prayer? Is 
it in your testimonies? The Bible says, "For by grace are ye saved through faith, that not 
of yourselves." Oh, let me say that again, "that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not 
of works lest any man should boast." Your confession of the High Priest and the Apostle 
in the Lord Jesus Christ needs to be in him and him alone. Your hope, your trust, your 
faith, your confidence, needs to be in him and him alone because this morning if you're 
not fully trusting in Christ, there is a good chance you could go back.

The faithful Apostle representing God to man. The faithful High Priest representing man 
to God. Now verse 2. If you've ever had an English class, you learn what's called 
compare and contrast. Compare/contrast. Oh, it's wonderful here. Look at verse 2. Let's 
read verse 2 right here, "Who was faithful to him that appointed him," speaking of Christ,
"as also Moses was faithful in all his house." Do you know what it's doing here? It's 
showing a picture of Moses but it's showing a picture of Jesus as well. You see, Moses 
was faithful up until the point he died. Moses isn't faithful anymore, he's dead. Christ is 
faithful, was faithful, is faithful, and will forevermore continue to be faithful because he 
lives and reigns forevermore.

Something else verse 2 begins to compare and contrast. It's showing how Christ is better 
as the Son than Moses was better than the servant. Let's read verse 3 as part of the 
compare and contrast, "For this man," this man, who's the man there? The man is the man
Christ Jesus, the perfect God-man, the only one who could satisfy and appease the holy, 
just wrath of a sovereign God when he said, "It is finished!" He said, "Father, lay not this 
sin to their charge. They know not what they do." Peter said, "You've done this out of 
ignorance." He said, "You put him on the cross." Do you think it was the Romans that put
him on the cross? God put him there for God's purpose. Why? He shall save his people 
from their sin. Personal. Isaiah 53, "My righteous servant shall bear the iniquities of 
many. He shall bear the transgressions of his people."

"For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 
builded the house hath more honour than the house." Well, I've got news for you this 
morning: Moses didn't build the house. John the Baptist never built the house. Peter 
definitely did not build the house. Jesus said, "Thou art Peter." He said, "Thou art petros, 
but upon petra, upon the rock I will build my church." Who is the builder of the house? 
Jesus. Who is the house? Jesus, for we are all one body brought in by one Spirit, one 
faith, one Lord, one baptism, one God, one body. And no, it's not Princess Chapel 
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Church, it's not the Baptists, it's not the Pentecostals, the Methodists, the Catholics. We 
are all baptized into one body and that body is the body of Christ. There will be no 
denominations in heaven. There won't be. You won't have your Baptists over in one little 
corner and your Pentecostals over here in one little corner. Nobody would ever get to talk
to them anyway, they'd still be speaking in tongues. We wouldn't know what they were 
saying up there. Bless God, we're all one family, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, the 
body of Christ. And being in that body, let's consider the builder. 

But bless God, the builder has much much more honor than the house itself, but the house
itself is the body of Christ which he is the head. I'm not the head of the body this 
morning. I'm an under-shepherd. He's the Chief Shepherd. And one day, Peter said, the 
Chief Shepherd shall appear and those that have been walking the way for 20, 30 years, 
all of a sudden they look back, they go back, did they lose it? They never had it to start 
with because when Christ saves, he saves according to the counsel of Almighty God 
those whom the Father gave him from the foundation of the world and when he saves, he 
saves to the uttermost. Christ, the God-man, is counted more glory than Moses. He is the 
house. One faith, one Lord, one baptism.

Verse 4, "For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God." 
Who built the house? Jesus. "Peter, upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of
hell shall not..." Do you realize what he said this morning? Oh my, "and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it." The gates of hell. Can we just lay hold of that this morning? I
guarantee you if you lay hold of that, you'd have nothing to look back to, you'd have 
nothing to even think about going back to. Why? The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against the body of Christ. Who is the body of Christ? All those that the Father hath given
him from the foundation of the world.

Verse 4, "For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God." 
Verse 5, "And Moses verily was faithful in all his house," we're going to do some 
compare and contrast here, "as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be
spoken after." Moses was faithful. I'm going to tell you something this morning, it's good,
you can write these down: Moses was the messenger but Christ was the message. Moses 
was the messenger but Christ was the message.

Turn to Genesis 3. Who wrote Genesis? Anybody? Moses. Moses wrote Genesis. Genesis
3, look at verse 14. Remember, Moses was the messenger but Christ was the message. 
"And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:" Here comes the message. What is the message? 
"And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." Right there is the message.

Turn over to Deuteronomy 18. Who wrote Deuteronomy? Moses. Moses was the 
messenger but Christ was the message. Deuteronomy 18. You say, "Is Jesus in the Old 
Testament?" Man, on every page, bless God. On every page. Deuteronomy 18:15, "The 
LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
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like unto me." Who is doing the talking there? Moses. He said, "Oh, there's another 
prophet going to come. He's going to be raised up. God's going to raise him up and he's 
going to be like unto me." Was not Jesus priest, prophet and king? Amen?

Let's keep reading, "like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; According to all that thou 
desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not 
hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, 
that I die not. And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have 
spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren," and he shall save his 
people from their sin. Oh, the prophet was raised up among the brethren. Among who? 
Among the elect of the children of Israel. We do not have a covenant, my friends, a 
covenant has been made with the house of Israel, we have been brought in by the spirit of
adoption because of this one prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee. "I will 
put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him." Moses was the faithful messenger but Jesus 
was the message. Moses was the servant but Christ is the one who saves.

Turn to Luke 24. This is Resurrection morning. The Lord has just gotten up out of a tomb
victorious with the keys to death, hell and the grave, and he has an aunt and uncle and his
aunt and uncle are leaving Jerusalem and they're saying, "Oh my goodness, it's all over. 
They killed him. They killed him. There's no hope. It's been three days he's in the tomb." 
One of them went to the tomb that morning and they discovered that all of a sudden his 
body was gone. They didn't know about resurrection, they just knew about the missing 
body and all of a sudden they say, "Do you know what? We might as well just go on back
to the house and forget about all of this." So they began to travel down the road to 
Emmaus and look at verse 13 of Luke 24. Remember, Moses was the servant but it is 
Christ who saves.

Luke 24:13, "And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, 
which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs." That's about 7 ½ miles they had to 
walk. They didn't have a bicycle. They didn't have a moped, no motorbike. They're just 
walking down the road, 7 ½ miles, threescore furlongs.

"And they talked together of all these things which had happened. And it came to pass, 
that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went 
with them. But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. And he said unto 
them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, 
and are sad? And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas," Cleopas was Jesus' uncle, 
his wife's name was Mary, which was Mary's sister. Two Mary's alright? And right here 
it says, "And Cleopas answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and
hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days? And he said unto 
them, What things?" Don't you love it when God asks questions? He didn't need to know 
what they were sad over. Bless God, if Jesus hadn't had that conversation with him, Luke 
could have never recorded it and we wouldn't have it here today. God doesn't ask 
questions because he needs to know the answer, he wants us to know the answer.
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What things? "And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a 
prophet." Uh-oh, prophet. What did Moses say in Deuteronomy 18? "And another 
prophet I will raise up from among thy brethren, and you'd better harken to him."

"Mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: And how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. But we 
trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel." Well, I've got news for 
you: he did. When he said, "It is finished!" redemption was accomplished.

Let's go on, "and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. Yea, 
and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the 
sepulchre; And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen 
a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. And certain of them which were with us 
went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw 
not." They weren't fully believing in the resurrection, they were just believing in the 
missing body, what they had seen.

"Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken." Remember, Moses was the messenger but Jesus was the message. Moses spoke 
the word but Jesus is the Word. And what was the word?

"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory? And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the 
things concerning himself." There is the message right there. What's the message? The 
message is Christ. What is there to go back to? Hold fast, brothers and sisters. What's 
there to go back to? There is nothing to go back to. Moses the messenger, Christ the 
message. Moses the servant, Christ is the Savior. Moses loved God, Christ is God. What 
is there to go back to? Moses spoke of the word, Christ is the Word. 

Marks of election: those that endure, those that persevere. We scratch our heads 
sometimes and we look at people and we don't want to really say what the Bible says, do 
we? We want to blame someone else or we want to not point fingers and not reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering in doctrine. Listen to me. Hello? Listen to this: 
you've got somebody that professes Christ, you've got somebody that has come to church 
for years and then they go back and you want to go to them and rebuke them and cast 
stones at them? Why don't you just give them the Gospel because that's really what they 
need because if they really accepted him for who he said he was and they were brought 
into the family of God, they would not go back.

This is not teaching that one can lose, it's teaching patience, perseverance and endurance. 
The marks of what? The marks of the holy brethren. The marks of those that have been 
shareholders and made partakers of the heavenly calling. Called from heaven to heaven 
with that irresistible grace of God. Not everyone, my friend, sitting in the pew is what 
they say they are. This is not given to us so we can worry about who has lost their 
salvation. This is given to us so we can mark those to worry about who needs the Gospel, 
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who needs salvation. Judas Iscariot, did he lose his salvation? The Bible says 1,000 years 
before he was even born had his name blotted out from among the living. Let his days be 
few and let another take his office. God is sovereign. God is in complete control and God 
saves whom he wills, when he wills, how he wills, through and by his effectual grace. 
And when God does the work, it is effectual. What does that mean? That means he will 
finish what he started. It is effective. What would there be to go back to once you've been
made to know this?

Ephesians 2:8-10. You don't have to turn there but it simply says this, "For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast." You say, "Brother Doug, this is such harsh language this 
morning, that you're saying that they were never saved to start with." No, I'm not saying 
that, God is saying that. If you've got a problem with that doctrine, take it up with him. 
You say, "Well, I might just do that." Yeah, go ahead and try. 

But in the meantime while you're considering that, turn to Matthew 13. I'm going to read 
this in closing. Of course, you all know usually when I say closing, it's usually 15 
minutes later so read this in closing. This is important. This is important. Why? Why? We
need to stop beating around the bush about things. We need to stop worrying about being 
politically correct. We need to stop worrying about hurting somebody's feelings. Let me 
tell you what: I'd rather hurt your feelings this morning and you be brought to shame and 
embarrassment and be brought to repentance in Christ than for me not to hurt your 
feelings and you die and go to hell thinking that you're okay. Thinking that you're okay. 
"Well, I'm saved. I said the prayer." Okay, you know, there are prayers going up every 
day in hell right now. Every day in hell right now. You say, "Well, I believe." Well, what 
makes your belief any different than the demons which also believe? They believe.

Let me ask you this morning: has that belief changed your life? Do you consider the High
Priest and the Apostle of your profession, that which you said you believe? Because if 
you consider him, you will follow him, and he said, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and you
do not the things which I have commanded you?" Jesus told his disciples, he said, 
"You've not chosen me, I've chosen you and I have ordained you that you go forth and 
bring forth fruit and that your fruit should remain." 

Ephesians 2:10 says this, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." Not might but you 
should walk in them. A true born again child of God will stumble, they will falter, they 
will fail, they will sin, they will make mistakes, but bless God, they cannot totally turn 
their back on that which has bought them with his precious blood. They will consider the 
Apostle. They will consider the High Priest of their profession. Why? Because Christ is 
in them now. The Holy Spirit is the controlling force in their life.

Matthew 13. Jesus gives us a parable here. He gives us a parable of the sower and the 
seed and he says this, "Behold, a sower went forth to sow," verse 3, "And when he 
sowed, some seeds fell by the way side," and the prince of the power of the air, that's 
basically what that illustration is right there, "the fowls came and devoured them up." 

Page 11 of 13



Look at verse 5, "Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and 
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was 
up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away." Look at 
verse 7, "And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But 
other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold,
some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear."

You say, "What is Jesus saying there, Brother Doug?" Let me break it down for you 
because that's what they had to do to me to get me to see that. Growing up in Arminian 
theology all my life, I looked at that and I said, "Well, three of them lost their salvation 
and only one endured to the end." The three of them never had salvation, they only had a 
profession. Do you know why? They never brought forth any fruit. Do you know why? 
They never had a root. Oh, aren't you glad your root this morning is in Christ and in 
Christ alone? And what happens when you're rooted in him? You shall be like a tree 
planted among the waters. Let me tell you what, the sun will come out and you will not 
wither, amen? Bless God, you will bring forth fruit in due season according to his good 
pleasure, according to his purpose, for we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

The ones that were thrown on the thoroughfare, the ones that were thrown down on the 
side of the garden where everybody walks and the dirt gets pat, it cannot take heed, it 
cannot penetrate. You say, "What's the seed, Brother Doug?" The seed is the Gospel. The
soil are the souls of men. So what happens if the Gospel cannot penetrate? The fowls will
swoop down, the prince of the power of the air, and he snatches up the seed. Oh, but then 
some of them got thrown out into the garden and there may have been a big old rock 
there in the garden with just a little bit of dirt on it and that seed landed on top of that 
rock and it began to sprout just a little bit, but when the sun came out because it had no 
root, it had no foundation, it withered away. Then there were others that got thrown on 
the corners of the field where the thorns and the thickets and the thistles were and they 
took root and began to sprout up but the thorns and the thistles choked them out. They 
saw the things of the world and they went back. Why did they go back? They never had it
to start with.  Oh, but then there are some where the preacher has broken up the fallow 
ground and the Gospel is being received and it is being delivered and the Gospel 
penetrates the dead heart of the evil, wicked, depraved man and the Gospel takes root. 
The power of regeneration by God's sovereign work takes hold of that individual, faith 
and repentance is birthed and they begin to sprout, grow in the grace and the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and they bring forth fruit.

Now of those four, who was saved and who wasn't? Number 1, saved? No. Number 2, the
stone, the ground? No. Number 3, the thorns and the thistles? No. No fruit. No evidence 
of a change. Nothing. The last one brought forth fruit and persevered to the end. You say,
"Well, you're sounding like you're saying that if we persevere we'll be saved." No, I'm 
saying if you are saved you will persevere. That's what I'm saying because if I said if you 
persevere then you'll be saved, then I'm preaching a works salvation and that violates 
every Scripture that Jesus talked about. Jesus said, "Think no more, think no more highly 
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of yourself than you ought for it is God who hath dealt every man a certain measure of 
faith." 

You say, "I believe, Brother Doug. I believe." Well, let me tell you what: if you truly 
believe, you will serve him because he is Lord of your life now. He is living inside of 
you. He will change you. He will mold you. He will shape you. And he will birth those 
good works. He will continue to birth that faith and repentance inside of you. You are a 
changed creature. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says this, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things," hello? "All things are becoming 
new." "Becoming," what does that mean? That means once it starts, it doesn't stop. 

So what is there to look back to? What is there to go back to? Consider the Apostle and 
the High Priest of our calling, amen? Look to him. Look to Jesus. Don't look to yourself. 
Don't look to your preacher. Amen? And please don't look to one of them on the devil 
box, on the boob tube, alright? I'm so torn up from the floor up over all those jokesters on
television. It's pathetic. It is pitiful because let me tell you what, if you're a child of God, 
you will not sit at home and watch one of those instead of coming to the house of God. 

Do you know what you'll do? You'll do just like I did when I was a little boy. I was part 
of a family. I had a mother, a father, and a sister. Every time I was outside playing and 
there was dinner put on the table, I was part of that family. My name was called and I 
went to the table to be fed. I went to the table to be fed. Why? Because I was part of that 
family. I wanted to be with my family. I wanted to eat with my family. I wanted to grow 
with my family. I wanted part of that. Are there benefits to being in the family of God? 
Are there benefits to being holy brethren? Are there benefits to being a shareholder or a 
stakeholder or someone who's been made partaker of the heavenly calling? Yes, there are.
There are glorious benefits in being in Christ but there are responsibilities also. There are 
duties also. 

But Christ, his Son, over his own house. Better than Moses. Moses was the messenger, 
Christ was the message. Moses spoke the word, Christ was the Word. Moses loved God, 
Jesus is God. But Christ, his Son, over his own house, whose house we are if we hold fast
to the confidence the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. Let me ask you this 
morning: are you holding fast? Will you hold fast?

Let us bow our heads.
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