
Jesus said to him, I would have probably picked a “favorite” from the Decalogue. That would 

have been a substandard answer. “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38
 
This is the first and great commandment. 39

 
And 

the second Jesus wasn’t asked about this one. It is at this point where Jesus gives more 

information than what was requested. He gave the “lawyer” more than what he wanted; He gave 

him what he needed. is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ This is found first in 

Leviticus 19:13-18. We don’t get to just say, “I love you and I am not going to obey God in any 

regard if it involves you.” Likewise, as seen in Leviticus, all the requirements that involve your 

countrymen were acts of loving your neighbor.  

 Matthew 5:17 assures us that Jesus obeyed every part of the law and thus assures us of 

salvation having died for us. There does appear to be another sense here, and that is that the Son 

of God perfectly loved the Father and perfectly loved His neighbor as Himself. That Sermon on 

the Mount is a sermon that only Jesus has ever obeyed—being perfect as the Father (Matthew 

5:48).  

 Loving your neighbor as yourself is a good reason to get married. You get a really close 

neighbor. This is also a good motivation for self-defense. After all, I cannot protect my 

neighbor if I’m dead. It’s a good motive for good—for lack of a better term—“self esteem.” If 

we have a healthy view of ourselves (based on what God says about us) then that would increase 

how much we must love our neighbor. Our so-called inferiority complexes are often selfishness 

because we simply wish to love others less.  

Loving your neighbor as yourself is a good reason to save somebody by telling them 

the truth about something that will hurt them.
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Loving your neighbor as yourself is often a good motivation for going to war to protect 

our neighbors in other nations from awfully abusive leadership. 

Loving your neighbor as yourself is a good test to see whether our apologies are 

sincere. Sometimes we do so because we want to feel better. 

Loving your neighbor as yourself has a motivation for border patrol. After all, if we 

aren’t concerned to some degree over the national security over our closest neighbor, why 

would we want more neighbors. 

Loving your neighbor as yourself is a tough sell for abortion when you are killing a 

neighbor as close as within you. 

Pornography is sinning against your neighbor if we are talking to married people, and if 

we are talking to singles, we could tell them they are probably lusting after another man’s 

spouse. 

Telling the little neighbors running around in your house that everything (education, hot 

lunch, quality healthcare etc…)
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 are rights is first of all unbiblical, but second of all, prepares 

them for a world where they will translate having things with having love. Sometimes…anyway, 

giving them what they want is a disservice to them because it is done out of self-love…wanting 

everybody to know how good of parents we are.  

Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you love your neighbor as yourself when you 

don’t mow your lawn and you pull down the property values of you neighbors. 

And the applications go on and on and on. 

                                                
1Imagine the opposite: “Bill Sturm, are you going to save anybody from that burning house?” I reply, “No, 

I really love them enough to not bother them. They don’t think they are in any danger anyways.” Simply bowing to 
a society that calls pro-morals as “spreading hate” or “bigotry” is not a show of loving my neighbor as myself.  
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This doesn’t even deal with the reality of how we are sticking trillions in debt to the neighbors behind us.   


