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Romans 5:12-21 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 26 

 
Introduction: 
 
     This lesson will close out the fourth section of the book of Romans dealing with Paul’s 
summary on the doctrine of Justification. Thus far we have dealt with these four main 
sections. 

1. Introduction and Greeting – Romans 1:1 – 1:15 
2. Theme of the Letter – Romans 1:16-17 
3. Condemnation – Romans 1:18 – 3:20 
4. Justification – Romans 3:21 – 5:21 

     Our text for this lesson will be from Romans 5:12-21. We have seen the vital importance 
of verse 12. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 1  This one verse will lay the ground 
work for the understanding of the rest of this chapter. That death and the imputation of sin 
came unto all by the fall of Adam. 

     Dr. Henry M. Morris writes concerning verse twelve; “Sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; this text is telling us that there was no death before sin entered the world. The 
finished creation was ‘very good’ (Genesis 1:31), with an abundance of food and all other 
provisions for man and the animals. There was certainly no struggle for existence, or 
survival of the fittest, for every creature was created fir for its own environment. When 
Adam sinned, God brought in the curse of decay and death upon Adam and also upon all His 
dominion, (Genesis 3:17-19).”2  

 

__________________________________________ 
1  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Romans 5:12. 
 

2 Dr. Henry M. Morris, “Apologetics Commentary and Explanatory Notes” The Henry Morris Study Bible (KJV). 
(Green Forest, AR: Master Books, 2012), 1708-1709. 
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     The sum of the whole matter is this; it is because of sin we all die. This was the dreaded 
result of the fall of Adam that resulted in the fall of a perfect creation. It doesn't matter who 
we are or what we are in this life. The fact is that time is ticking away and if the LORD 
tarries we are all going to die.  It is just a matter of time.   

      The Ecology Global Network has posted these facts about death from their sources, The 
Population Reference Bureau, The World Factbook, and the Central Intelligence Agency. 
“Nearly two people die each second, 105 people die each minute. 6,316 people die each 
hour and 151,600 people die each day.”3  

     Now of course the real theological question is, “Why?” Why do people die? Why does 
death exist?  Especially when one is supposedly right with God, why should he die?  After 
all, Paul says in Romans 5:1 that when we have been justified we are at peace with God.   
Why do we have to die? Romans 5:12 answered that question. “Therefore, just as sin came 
into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 
because all sinned.”4 This next section of Scripture shows us clearly that death is a judicial 
negative that affects all sinful people, and all have sinned. It also will show us as death 
affects all that have sinned as a judicial negative, so God’s free gift of grace is a judicial 
positive that affects all that are justified by faith through the grace of God.  

Romans 5:12-21 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, 
much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.                            
__________________________________________                                                                                                                    
3  Ecology Global Network, “Death Facts” World Birth and Death Rates, Estimated 2011; Sources: Population 
Reference Bureau & The World Factbook (Central Intelligence Agency). Accessed January 9, 2017. 
http://www.ecology.com/birth-death-rates/ 

4 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 5:12. 

http://www.ecology.com/birth-death-rates/
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17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     William Barclay answers the question as to why man die, by simply stating it; “It was 
because they had sinned in Adam. Their involvement in his sin (he as the federal head for 
all mankind) causes their death.”5 This is Paul’s case here, and in the mere fact that death 
exists is proof that all men did sin in Adam. Every human is related to Adam and the proof 
is we will all one day die and the death ratio is still one for one. 

     There is not just the fact of physical death that all mankind inherited from Adam as our 
federal head. Because there are actually three types of death that mankind must be 
concerned about.   

1) There is the physical death - the body is separated from the soul/spirit.  

2) There is spiritual death - every person born of Adam is separated from God due to sin.  

3)  There is eternal death - unbeliever is separated from the grace and mercy of God forever 
in hell.  

     Notice what we lost in Adam as a result of the fall. In each case where death is discussed 
it deals with separation. But this glorious passage shows us much, much more.  Knowing 
that death is not only an Adamic penalty for sin, but also a part of a carefully calculated 
judicial system of God that enables Him to declare people righteous in Jesus Christ. Paul 
said it this way in I Corinthians 15:22; “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 
made alive.”6 This passage is not teaching universal redemption in that all will be saved.                               
__________________________________________ 
5 William Barclay, “Ruin and Rescue” The Letter to the Romans. (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 1975), 
81. 
 
6 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013),  
1 Corinthians 15:22. 
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     MacArthur states that “the two ‘alls’ are alike only in the sense that they both apply to 
descendants. The second ‘all’ applies only to believers.”7 So in a sense this verse is actually 
stating, “all that are in Adam will die, so also all that are in Christ will be made alive.” 

     There are three specific points that Paul makes in his illustration in verses 13-14: “(For 
until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned 
according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to 
come.”8 

     Verse 13 tells is that sin was in the world even before the Law. 5:13a - For until the law 
sin was in the world. We know this to be true because death was passed upon all men. 
“Even those who lived before the law was given at Sinai were sinners under condemnation. 
Someone may argue, ‘Where there is no law, a man is not accountable.’ If this be true then 
why did death reign?”9 For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when 
there is no law.  

     This verse is not saying that men were not held accountable, look at the flood in the days 
of Noah, look at the Tower of Babel! This text is telling us that the sin of the law was not 
imputed before it was given. We know this to be true, that men were still accountable 
before God because of verse 14 - Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him 
that was to come.10 

We lost everything in Adam, yet we gain everything in Christ. So all that are in Adam die, 
likewise all that are in Christ shall live.  

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
7  John MacArthur, “ Romans Study Notes,” The MacArthur Study Bible – NABS, (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc., 
2006), 1724. 
 
8  New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Romans 5:13-14. 
 
9  Henry T. Mahan, “Death in Adam – Life in Christ” Bible Class Commentary – Romans,  (Essex, England: Evangelical 
Press, 1984), 41. 
 
10  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Romans 5:14. 



5 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 

Romans 5:15 

15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, 
much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
abounded unto many. 

1.  Adam is the head of all sinful people. Christ is the head of all righteous people.  

2.  Adam was born to live but brought death. Christ was born to die but brought life.  

3. Adam was tested in the Garden of Eden and failed. Christ was tested in the wilderness 
and triumphed.  

4.  Adam died as a result of his sin. Christ died as a result of our sin.  

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.”11 He was Holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners, 
made lower than the angels so that He might bring many sons unto glory.  

5. Adam brings judgment upon us. Christ takes judgment from us.  

6.  Adam gets ousted from Eden. Christ gets us entrance into heaven.  

7.  Adam ruins our fellowship with God.  Christ restores our fellowship with God.  

     And this gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 
What Adam lost for all mankind, Christ has recovered for all those that a justified freely by 
His grace. Warren Wiersbe writes; “Because of Adam’s trespass, many died; because of 
Christ’s obedience, the grace of God abounds to many bringing life.  Christ did conquer 
death and one day will raise the bodies of all those who have died in Christ.” Wiersbe goes 
on to state, “if He stopped there, He would only be reversing the effects of Adam’s sin, but 
He went on to do much more. He gives eternal life abundantly to all who trust in Him.”12  

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly.”13 

 

__________________________________________ 
11  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 
12  Warren W. Wiersbe, “Live Like A King – Romans 5” The Bible Exposition  Commentary – New Testament Volume 
1,  (Colorado Springs, David C. Cook Publishers, 1989), 529. 
 
13 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 10:10. 
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Romans 5:16 

16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 

     We are guilty by association. Meaning guilty because of Adam’s transgression and now 
that we have the Law we are guilty of even more offences. Yet like that one “Adam” and his 
sin, so likewise is that free gift passed to all those that are in Christ. McGee states that it is 
“here that Paul sums up his argument on the federal headships of both Adam and Christ. 
This is the underlying principle of the imputation of sin and the imputation of 
righteousness.”14 We lost it all in Adam, physical life, spiritual life, and eternal life. 
Seperated from God by Adam’s fall. Yet through Christ we have been given all because all 
our sin – the many offences; in Christ we are justified by His perfect righteousness because 
He was that substitute that paid the price for those sins.  

“And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality 
and power: 11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ: 12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your 
sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the 
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having 
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.”15 

     Those in Christ have something greater than the Adamic judgment. God made a judicial 
judgment by judging all mankind as condemned in Adam. This then enables Him to make 
another judicial judgment which judges all those righteous that are in Jesus Christ. Now 
those in Christ have something greater than the Adamic destiny for mankind, they have 
eternal life. Not because of Adam, but through Christ.  

Romans 5:17 

17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 

__________________________________________ 
14 Dr. J. Vernon McGee, “Headship of Christ” Thru the Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42. (Nashville, TN: Thomas 
Nelson, Inc., 1991), 101. 
 
15  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Colossians 2:10-15. 
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     The whole importance of this verse is to get across to the reader as to what we lost in 
Adam, “how much more” we gained in Christ.16 There are two epoch moments in the 
theological history of mankind. The moment which Adam which brought condemnation to 
all that are in Adam, and the moment in time of which Christ brought life and justification 
through His redemptive work to all that are in Him. (All that the Father gave Him). 

Romans 5:18-19 

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. 

     Here Paul gives us another contrast. Those in Christ have something greater than 
Adamic condemnation. These two verses tell us that those in Adam have been condemned 
and “were made sinners,” whereas those in Christ have been justified and “made 
righteous.” 

     We must understand though, we are not sinners because we sin. We are sinners because 
we all stand guilty under the fall of Adam and we sin because we are sinner. On the 
opposite side of this contrast we must understand that we are not righteousness because of 
what we do. Our works, our good deeds, not even our decision for Christ makes us in such a 
standing before God. One is righteous because they are in Christ.   

     For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. The verb “made” in verse 19 is passive. Meaning we have nothing 
to do, in and of ourselves, with the action of being made a sinner in Adam.  We are the 
recipients of Adam’s sentence.  Likewise, we have nothing to do, in and of ourselves, in the 
action of being made righteous in Christ.  We are the recipients of His work on our behalf.  
We are condemned through no fault of our own and we are justified through no merit of 
our own.” 

Romans 5:20 

 20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: 

__________________________________________ 
16  NOTE – “The third contrating parallelism (15-16) combines the two preceding ones and involves both a 
difference in degree (how much more; 15) and a difference in kind (death and life; 16). John A. Witmer, “Provided 
Righteousness Contrasted” The Bible Knowledge  Commentary – New Testament (Colorado Springs, David C. Cook 
Publishers, 1983), 459. 
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     This is the Superiority of Christ, with the contrast between grace and Law. Because those 
in Christ have something greater than the Law. Notice what we read earlier “(For until the 
law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses,”17 These verses show there is a sharp distinction between Law 
and grace.    

     Prior to the giving of the Law, the sin of the Law was not imputed to man, however men 
did not need the Law to declare them guilty. Men still sinned and they were still 
accountable for their sin because death reigned from Adam to Moses.  

     The purpose of the Law was not to make men better. So they could be restored back to 
the original state prior to the fall. Mankind is born spiritually dead and condemned to 
physical death because they are guilty from the fall of Adam. Now the Law is given, and it 
was given to “increase sin.”  Because now that we have the Law, we are guilty of the law, so 
in a sense we are worse sinners with the Law then without, and we will be held to a higher 
standard of accountability in judgment.  

“The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut 
him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the 
unbelievers. 47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, 
and prepared not himself, neither did according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he that knew not, 
and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 
be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of 
him they will ask the more.”18 

     John MacArthur describes this last contrast like ‘energy.’ In regard to energy “As Paul 
explains more fully in chapter seven, the energizing force behind man’s sin is the Law, 
which came in that the transgression might increase. (By the law the transgression, the 
guilt and the penalty has increased). Paul knowing that he would later no doubt be charged 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
17  King James Version, KJV Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), Romans 5:13-14a. 
 
18  Ibid., Luke 12:46-48. 
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with being ‘antinomian’19 and speaking evil of something God Himself had divinely 
revealed through Moses, Paul states unequivocally that “the Law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good” (Romans 7:12). Nevertheless, God’s own 
Law had the effect of causing man’s transgression to increase.”20 Moreover the law entered, 
that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 

     The purpose of “increased sin” is to super increase and abound “grace.” Remember the 
contrast of ‘much the more?’ Now that we have lost even more because of our individual sin 
under the Law, God’s grace once the Law did enter did much the more abound to those in 
Christ Jesus.  The more you have broken the Law of God, the more you have sinned against 
God.  The more you realize you have sinned against God, the more you realize the grace of 
God.  

Romans 5:20-21 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: 

21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     This is Paul’s closing remarks in this section dealing with justification, and that 
justification is by faith and faith alone through the grace of God.  It does not come through 
the Law, the Law only increases the transgression as Paul has already shown and will 
continue to build upon.  

Romans 4:15 - Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

 

__________________________________________ 
19 Antinomianism – “The word antinomianism comes from the Greek anti, against, and nomos, law.  It is the 
unbiblical practice of living without regard to the righteousness of God, using God's grace as a license to sin, and 
trusting grace to cleanse of sin.  In other words, since grace is infinite and we are saved by grace, then we can sin 
all we want and still be saved.  It is wrong because even though as Christians we are not under the Law (Rom. 
6:14), we still fulfill the Law in the Law of love (Rom. 13:8, 10; Gal. 5:14; 6:2).  We are to love God with all our 
heart, soul, strength, and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves (Luke 10:27) and, thereby, avoid the offense of sin 
which cost God His only begotten Son.  Paul speaks against the concept of antinomianism in Rom. 6:1-2: "Are we 
to continue in sin that grace may abound?  May it never be!  How shall we who died to sin still live in it?"  We are 
not to use the grace of God as a means of sin.  Instead, we are to be controlled by the love of God and in that way 
bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-25).” Matt Slick, “Antinomianism” Christian Apologetics & Research 
Ministry – Dictionary of Theology, (2014). Accessed January 8, 2017. https://carm.org/dictionary-antinomianism 
 
20 John MacArthur, “The Contrast In Energy” The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, (Chicago, Moody 
Publishers, 1991), 308. 

https://carm.org/dictionary-god
https://carm.org/dictionary-sin
https://carm.org/dictionary-christian
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%206.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%206.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%2013.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2013.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal.%205.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%206.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2010.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%206.1-2
https://carm.org/dictionary-holy-spirit
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal.%205.22-25
https://carm.org/dictionary-antinomianism
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Romans 5:13-14 - (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is 
no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 

Romans 7:7-12 - What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, 
but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 
without the law sin was dead. For I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, sin revived, and I died. And the commandment, which was ordained to 
life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and 
by it slew me. Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

     Your Law keeping cannot save, nor was it ever designed such by God as to save. The very 
thought of your good works saving or keeping you righteous before God denies the very 
work of Christ and the imputation of His righteousness. It is sin and it is idolatry because 
you have made yourself the keeper and savior or your soul, in that denying the very work 
of God. God has never been in the business of saving righteous people.  He has always been 
in the business of saving law-breaking sinners.   

     Being made to know that we are guilty before God is glorious. Knowing that the Law 
being holy, good and righteous cannot save, but it increases the transgression. I say praise 
God to that, because now knowing this, by His grace trusting in Christ I can know for sure I 
am guilty and where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.  

     That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. Paul closes his section on justification with this. 
Knowing  that sin reigns even unto death, well His grace through righteousness will reign 
even unto eternal life by Christ. Not the Law, not our good works or good deeds, or even 
our filthy rags. But His grace, His Righteousness through Christ Jesus because “Wherefore, 
as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned: - where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 
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