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Romans 8:24-27 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 41 

Introduction: 

     The Apostle Paul has been dealing the subject of suffering. As we have looked at the 
previous verse of Romans 8:18 ‘For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.’1 (Contrasting of 
sufferings of this life with the eternal Glory of God’s Elect), Paul says they are not even worthy 
to be compared.  

     Paul explains to his readers, yes you will experience sufferings in this life, but you need to 
be assured that our future destiny is far greater than our present sufferings. Paul is telling us 
that there will be sufferings and these next few verses show us how the believer is able to 
cope with such sufferings. It is not by our own power or strength, but by the Holy Spirit in 
the inevitable sufferings that will come.  
 
     Jesus spoke of the suffering of His disciples; ‘if ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you.’ (KJV – John 15:19).2 

 
     Yes, the child of God will suffer, but Paul gives us an exhortation of hope to help in the 
times of such suffering. The Lord of Glory told us that if we belonged to the world, or in other 
words if we were of this world that the world would indeed love it’s own. However, since 
that we are not of this world and we do not belong to the world, the world hates us. Peter 
calls us strangers in this world in 1 Peter 1:1,3 we are indeed different. Because we are not 
of this world, we are hated of the world therefore that will bring about suffering while we 
are strangers in this world. 
 

__________________________________________                                                
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:18. 
 

2 Ibid., John 15:19. 
 
3 ‘Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia,’ English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 
2015), 1 Peter 1:1. 
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Romans 8:24-27 

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth 
he yet hope for? 

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.4 

     We can be assured by that blessed hope of salvation, and through the witness of the Holy 
Spirit of these truths in the suffering.  

A. The Realization of the Hope 
1. I am not alone in this suffering; for all of creation suffers. As seen from verse 22 - For 

we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.5 
 

2. I am the most important of all God’s creation, because He will deliver His people first 
before anything else. As seen from verse 23 – ‘And not only this, but also we ourselves, 
having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.’6 
 

3. I have that blessed hope of salvation and complete deliverance. This causes me to lean 
on God and patiently await.  

Romans 8:24-25 

24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth 
he yet hope for? 

25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.7 
__________________________________________                                                
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:24-27. 
 
5 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:22. 
 
6 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:23. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:24-25. 
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     Verse 24 states that we are saved by hope, but to many it might seem like that places 
conditions upon the final product of salvation and glorification based upon us. We have that 
hope, that full measure of assurance by the witness of the Holy Spirit. The hope that we have 
been saved, are being saved, and will be saved.  

- Justification: We have been saved from the penalty of sin. 
- Sanctification: We are being saved from the power of sin. 
- Glorification: We will be saved from the presence of sin. 

     The hope a believer has is based off our knowledge of faith in God and His faithfulness. 
Knowing these truths will cause one to lean on God. The hope (as in the sense of a sure thing 
– full assurance) in the midst of the suffering causes one to cuddle up right next to Christ in 
the storm. Because our hope is not in ourselves, but our hope is in God, and that hope 
produces perseverance in the trails of suffering. 

     Such hope in suffering causes us to eagerly look for and expect God’s intervention. This is 
not only true in the day-to-day suffering of the believer but it is true in the final product of 
salvation with glorification - then do we with patience wait for it.8 

     However, even in the sufferings God gets the glory, because God has allowed such 
sufferings to befall us for various reasons, but in the end, God will be honored and glorified. 
We may not understand why we are suffering, but if we search the Scriptures, we might find 
the reason and that blessed hope in faith and repentance draws us closer to God.  

B. The Realization of the Cause. 

     There are various reasons for Christian suffering, from the negative to the positive, yet in 
all of these God’s purpose will be accomplished.  

1) A Christian could be suffering because they refuse to deal with, judge, and repent 
from their own sin. 

I Corinthians 11:26-32 

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he 
come. 

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
__________________________________________                                                
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:25b. 
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28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body. 

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with the world. 

2) A Christian could be suffering because they have done something wrong in society. 

I Peter 4:12-16 

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God 
resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other men's matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf.10 

     Concerning one who has done wrong in society, John Calvin writes, ‘Here also he 
anticipates an objection. He had exhorted the faithful to patience, if it happened to them to 
be persecuted for the cause of Christ; he now adds the reason why he had only spoken of that 
kind of trouble, even because they ought to have abstained from all evil-doing. Here, then, is 
contained another exhortation, lest they should do anything for which they might seem to be 
justly punished. Therefore the causal particle is not, here superfluous, since the Apostle 
wished to give a reason why he so much exhorted the faithful to a fellowship with the 
sufferings of Christ, and at the same time to remind them by the way to live justly and 
harmlessly, lest they should bring on themselves a just punishment through their own faults; 
as though he had said, that it behoved Christians to deserve well of all, even when they were 
badly and cruelly treated by the world. 
__________________________________________                                                
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 11:26-
32. 
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     Were any one to object and say, that no one can be found to be so innocent but that he 
deserves for many faults to be chastised by God; to this I reply, that Peter here speaks of sins 
from which we ought to be entirely freed, such as thefts and murders; and I give further this 
reply, that the Apostle commands Christians to be such as they ought to be. It, is, then, no 
wonder, that he points out a difference between us and the children of this world, who being 
without God’s Spirit, abandon themselves to every kind of wickedness. He would not have 
God’s children to be in the same condition, so as to draw on themselves by a wicked life the 
punishment allotted by the laws. But we have already said elsewhere, that though there are 
always many sins in the elect, which God might justly punish, yet according to his paternal 
indulgence he spares his own children, so that he does not inflict the punishment they 
deserve, and that in the meantime, for honour’s sake, he adorns them with his own tokens 
and those of his Christ, when he suffers them to be afflicted for the testimony of the Gospel. 

     The word ἀλλοτριοεπίσκοπος seems to me to designate one who covets what belongs to 
another. For they who gape after plunder or fraud, inquire into affairs of others with tortuous 
or crooked eyes, as Horace says; but the despiser of money, as the same says elsewhere, looks 
on vast heaps of gold with a straight eye. Cera velit versu. Sat. lib. 2:5, 53. Spectat acervos. — 
Carm. lib. it. Od. 2:23. 

     The sin here referred to must have some public act, punishable by law. The word means 
an observer of other people’s affairs, but he must have done so for some sinister purpose. He 
was probably a pryer into matters of state or government in order to create discontent and 
to raise commotions; and this was an evil which prevailed much at the time among the Jews. 
Hence “seditions,” or factions, would convey probably the right meaning.’11  

 

3) A Christian could be suffering because they need to learn to depend upon God and 
His all sufficient grace. 

II Corinthians 12:6-10 

6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth: but now I 
forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he 
heareth of me. 

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. 

8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 

 
__________________________________________                                                
11 John Calvin, "Commentary on First Peter". Calvin's Commentary on the Bible, (1840-57). Date Accessed: January 
2, 2018.  https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/1-peter-4.html. 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/1-peter-4.html
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9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.12 

4) A Christian could be suffering because the Holy Spirit is teaching and developing 
them to greater levels of glorifying God. 

I Peter 4:16-19 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.13 

     Yes, friend, to be a Soldier of the Cross, means that you will suffer. But Paul reminds us; 
that such sufferings of this present time are not even worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.  

     For whatever reason the believer is suffering, through the witness of the Spirit of Truth, 
they can earnest await the fulfillment of that blessed hope. This is all part of taking up your 
cross and following Him. Justine Edwards writes, ‘Wicked men by persecuting Christians are 
instrumental in their purification and preparation for heaven; and when they put them to 
death, they put an end to all their sorrows, and open upon them everlasting joys; while in 
doing this they ripen themselves for endless woe.’14 

_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Corinthians 
12:6-10. 
 
13 Ibid., I Peter 4:16-19. 
 
14 Justin Edwards, “Commentary on 1st Peter”, Family Bible New Testament, [American Track Society], (1851). Date 
Accessed: January 4, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/fam/1-peter-4.html. 
 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/fam/1-peter-4.html
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C. The Realization of the Help. 

Romans 8:26-27 

26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. 

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.15 

     Paul explains to us here, that we can know that in our present sufferings, we are aided by 
the Holy Spirit of God. May we also realize that this is for our good, for His glory, and such 
sufferings are crucial to our future development for the glory of God. Every child of God in 
the midst of severe suffering has a weakness but the Holy Spirit helps with that weakness. 
Our weakness is - for we know not what we should pray for as we ought. Our weakness is 
our own ignorance, we are ignorant as to how to pray at times in the sorrow of the suffering. 

     Our typical prayer at the onset of the suffering is for God to get us out of the suffering. We 
do not and can not always know the will of God, especially when blinded by the sorrow of 
suffering. But thanks be to God, because there is an ever present help in the midst of the 
suffering; ‘the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for 
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.’ 16 The Holy Spirit, knows the will of the Father, because He is One with the Father 
and the Son.  

     Therefore, He knows how to pray, and in the midst of our sufferings He who knows the 
will of God, intercedes on our behalf at the throne of God. He does this with groaning’s that 
cannot be utter by us because in the suffering we know not what we ought to pray. When 
Jesus prayed, He always prayed in the will of the Father; because He and the Father are one. 
When the Holy Spirit prays, He always prays in the will of the Father; because He and the 
Father are one. What a joy it is to know, that I have that ever present help, always in the midst 
of the suffering. I have that blessed hope, the Spirit of the Living God that intercedes inside 
of me, on my behalf.  

 
 
_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:26-27. 
 
16 Ibid., Romans 8:26. 
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     Praying for me when I cannot and do not even know what to pray. That assures me, that 
in these sufferings, the Father willed it, the Son has overcome it, and now the Holy Spirit is 
going through it with me; all for the Glory of God.  His groanings, His intercession, His prayer 
is for me straight to the throne of God. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.17 

     This is my hope; and I earnestly await the fulfillment of that blessed hope. And I can know, 
that such sufferings of this present time are not even worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.  All of my sufferings of this life, 50, 60, 70 years. Are not even 
worthy to be compared to that first moment when I step into His Glory. 

     Four quick points, for the Child of God, in closing to remind yourself in the midst of the 
suffering of this life. 

1. Our future destiny is far greater than our present suffering.  
2. Our future deliverance is anticipated by all of creation.  
3. Our present suffering is crucial to our future development.  
4. Our present suffering is ministered to by God’s Eternal Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________                                                                                                                               
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:27. 
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