
You Are the Same
Hebrews 1:10-14, “And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens 
are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment; 
Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will 
not fail.” But to which of the angels has ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool?” Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit 
salvation?”

Let’s pray. Dear heavenly Father, I thank You for this passage that You have us in. Thank You that You 
are eternal and everlasting. We thank You that You laid the foundation of the world and that You called 
a people to Yourself to save them. Pray that You will be with Mr. Horn as he preaches Your word. We 
pray that You will send Your Spirit upon him and upon us. Help us to hear Your word and to be changed 
by it. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Next week as we go back to Exodus we will start to consider the rest that God gives the Israelites 
through Moses, how He redeems them, how He makes them free through Moses, and as we leave 
Hebrews 1, let us remember as we go into that passage, one of the reasons why I want to interweave 
Hebrews through Exodus and Leviticus is so we remember just as Christ is a far greater Savior, a far 
greater Deliverer than Moses ever was, as we talk about the rest that Moses gives, let’s remember as we
go through these passages and consider Hebrews 1 how much greater the rest is that Christ gives. How 
much greater the redemption is. We don’t just have redemption from the slavery to sin. We don’t have 
to destroy our lives, we don’t have to have sin consuming everything in our lives that causes problems. 
They left Egypt and they still grumbled and complained, but God gives us redemption that brings us to 
joy. How much greater redemption we have through Christ than Moses could ever give? How much 
greater freedom do we have through Christ than Moses could ever give? John 8:34-36, “Jesus answered 
them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. And a slave does not abide in 
the house forever, but a son abides forever. Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 
indeed.” Moses just freed them from Pharaoh, God frees them to His house. Christ frees us so that we 
can be in the presence of God forevermore. As we think about this and consider this passage that talks 
about how much greater Christ is and as we look at Hebrews 1 and remember how much greater Christ 
is, as we go to the shadow, as we go back to Exodus, let’s not forget the substance which is Christ. The 
picture of salvation is what Moses gives, the reality of salvation is what Christ gives. The greatness of 
what we receive from the New Covenant is so much further, so much greater than what they received 
from the Mosaic covenant and that’s due to the fact that the mediator of the covenant, Jesus Christ, is 
far greater than the mediator of the Mosaic covenant. God made Moses great, but as we have already 
considered in Hebrews 1, God gave a far fuller revelation in Jesus Christ. Even though He declared His 
righteousness through Moses, He gave a far superior revelation through Jesus Christ. God made the 



mediator of the New Covenant not just a servant in the house, but He made Him the owner of the 
house, the heir of all things. Moses led the Israelites to take what others had made while Christ made all
the ages Himself. Moses went into hiding in the desert for forty years, but Christ, if He ever disappeared 
for forty years the earth would decay because He is upholding all things. Moses could reveal our sins and
does through the giving of the word, giving of the law of God, but Christ doesn’t just reveal our sins, 
Christ purges our sins. Moses was always less than the heavenly powers, where Christ had to lower 
Himself to be under the law so He could be resurrected and again take a position far greater than the 
angels. God spoke to Moses as a friend who would speak to a friend, but God spoke to Jesus Christ as a 
Son. God hid the body of Moses so no one would worship him, but even the angels are commanded to 
worship Christ. Moses murdered a man thinking it was what God wanted, but Christ loved righteousness
and hated wickedness more than any other. Moses was scared and afraid, but Christ was anointed with 
the oil of gladness more than all His fellows. As the writer of Hebrews continues to reveal the greatness 
of Christ, God gave Moses the ability to have water come from a rock, but Christ was the Rock, Christ 
was the One who laid the foundation of the world, Christ was the One who created all things, Christ was 
the One who made the heavens. Moses deserved to be judged, but it was Christ who did the judging, He
will fold the heavens and earth like a garment. Heaven and earth will change, but Christ will not change. 
As we consider these verse and the greatness of Christ compared to Moses, it should cause us to be 
filled with thanksgiving even though God testified of His mercy to the Israelites by freeing them from 
slavery to the Egyptians. How much greater has He testified of His greatness towards us? How much 
kinder has He been towards us to establish the New Covenant so all that believe and put their trust in 
Him will be treated as His people and He will be our God who will order all things for us, who will change
us by taking our corruption away and putting on us incorruption. Our response to this passage, as we 
think about Christ, should be thanksgiving that God sent His only begotten Son so that we could have 
life. 

Verses 10-12, “And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are 
the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment; Like 
a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not 
fail.”” The writer of Hebrews’ next argument about why Christ is greater than anything in creation is 
quoted in Psalm 102. It’s interesting to me that the writer of Hebrews would use this verse to argue 
about the greatness of Christ because you have to understand a lot about Psalm 102 before you 
recognize it’s about the Messiah, but the writer of Hebrews just goes, of course this is about the 
Messiah. If you think about what Noel just read, verses 1-11 is talking about how the writer of the Psalm
is suffering because of God’s wrath. I thought maybe this Psalm was written by David when he was 
fleeing from Absalom or maybe by Daniel or Ezekiel of Jeremiah when Israel was taken into captivity. 
Nobody really knows but the picture is that the Psalmist is being cast away. Then it starts to talk about 
Jehovah, the One who was and is and always will be. That He will come and He will manifest Himself on 
the earth and will cause all the nations to fear His name and He will cause Zion to be built up. It’s not 
clear that He is manifesting Himself on the earth, but it is clear that all the nations will fear His name. 
Then he does say that these things will happen in a generation to come, that God will look on the 
affliction of His people and He will release those who are appointed unto death. Just like it talks about 



when Moses sees the burning bush and the first thing God says is, “I looked upon the affliction of My 
people.” The promise of Psalm 102 is that God will look upon the affliction of His people and He will act, 
He will move so they will be made free. If you tie the Scriptures together you can deduce that he must 
be talking about the Messiah, but the writer of Hebrews doesn’t tie it together, he just states it as fact. 
Part of it I think is that He already proved in from Psalm 102, “You are My Son, today I have begotten 
You.” That He would sit and He would rule in the midst of the nations so when it says God will rule in the
midst of the nations, it is Christ. So the start of the quote which is actually from the previous verse and 
then a phrase is dropped, but “You Lord”. He starts with the writer of the Psalm crying out to Jehovah. 
The word ‘Lord’ there is Jehovah, the One that was, is, and always will be. The writer of Hebrews has 
been talking about how Jesus Christ was begotten, He was the only begotten Son, today I have begotten 
You. Here he is calling Him Jehovah and saying He has no beginning or end. He’s eternal and 
unchangeable and He was the One at the beginning laid the foundation of the earth. In verse 2 we heard
how He made all the worlds, which literally is eons, the ages. Here’s the idea that everything was made 
by Him. Jehovah made the physical world and Jehovah is Christ. God the Father is Jehovah too, God the 
Spirit is Jehovah too, there is one God, but Jehovah Christ made the world. It’s clearly what the Psalmist 
meant, the King, the One who would come and rule, He was the One that laid the foundation of the 
earth. The word translated ‘laid the foundation’ literally means to set something into place, to cause it 
to be settled. He’s the One that placed the earth where it would remain. Even when he talks about 
folding up like a garment, he starts with He is the One who laid out the garment, He’s the One laid the 
foundation of the earth, He’s the One who set the heavens in place, that they are all the work of His 
hands. When we think about that, the picture is that it’s the work of His hands. Obviously Christ, before 
He took on flesh, didn’t have hands and He didn’t put the heavens in place literally with His hands so 
he’s using the anthropomorphic language that has the idea that He was personally involved with this 
and doing it Himself. He could have delegated it to the angels, but it shows His care that He did it 
personally, this is what His primary care is for. He has plenty of ministers, but He says He is going to do it
Himself with His hands. We know that this was done by the commandment of the Father through the 
Son, God the Father commanded God the Son to create the worlds and not just to allow the created 
angels to do it, but it shows their care for the world. These foundations of the earth and the heavens, 
they will perish. There was a beginning and there will be an end. Now, they weren’t created with an end 
even though God knew the end from the beginning, He knew there would be a day that they would be 
destroyed, but He set them in place without corruption, but then Adam sinned. When Adam sinned, 
death came on everything. The end, the perishing, the death was appointed. When Adam brought sin 
into the world, sin came into the world and all things fell and death came on all things as it says in 
Romans 8:19-22, “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons 
of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in 
hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs 
together until now.” That’s the picture of it perishing as it doesn’t completely disappear, it perishes like 
it perished at the time of Noah’s flood where it is remade, where it is reborn and creation is groaning 
waiting for that day when it will be reborn. That’s what we’re supposed to be doing, we’re supposed to 
be waiting for the second coming of Christ, we are supposed to be saying along with John, “Even so Lord
Jesus come”. Even though it will cause devastation and people will be cast into the Lake of Fire, we are 



supposed to be desiring the day where it will perish, when the corruption will put on incorruption, when
the created order that we know will perish. The world is waiting for that, it’s desiring for the revelation 
of the sons of God where man puts off his sin and we’re fit to be the bride of Christ. Creation is looking 
forward to that wedding day and the world stops being a place of death that it’s always been since the 
fall of Adam. It’s filled with death, but Christ will come and He will destroy the last enemy which is death
and it will become a death of life. The judgement of water came at the time of Noah and there is a 
judgement of fire that is to come where all the dross will be removed and everything that offends and 
those that practice lawlessness will be cast into the Lake of Fire and that’s the perishing. In that 
perishing, creation will be delivered unto the glorious liberty of the children of God. The earth was 
destroyed by Adam’s sin and it will be made clean and be made pure, but through it all Christ remains. 
While all of this is happening with creation, there have been so far 6,000 years with everything 
perishing, God didn’t change. Adam’s sin affected everything in the world, all of it, but it didn’t affect 
God, it didn’t affect Christ, it didn’t affect Jehovah who is the same yesterday, today, and forever. That 
Greek word ‘remained through’ is not just the picture that it will remain, but it will persevere and last 
through it all so from the beginning to the end. The beginning where He laid the foundation of the world
to the point where it perishes, the Psalmist is saying that Christ will remain, He will not change, He will 
persevere and persist through it all. That won’t be true for the heavens and earth, they will grow old like
a garment. So now the Psalmist, through the inspiration of God, uses this picture of a cloak, that when 
God made it it was like a new garment, like a new cloak, but sin causes wear on that cloak. The cloak is 
slowly growing old and as it grows old there’s more work to be done on the garment, there’s more 
patching that needs to be done and the church has been given that responsibility to keep that cloak. If 
we look around we can see and we know this is true. Heaven and earth are growing old, they are 
wearing away. You buy something new and it doesn’t remain new for long, it decays. This is the effect of
sin, this is what’s happening throughout the whole world. We can see that the garment is growing old. 
Science can see it, they’ve claimed for a couple centuries that this is the constant, that if it changes the 
universe couldn’t exist and if they measure it and it changes, they call it a constant and it’s not a 
constant if it changes. The world is wearing away and falling apart. The sun, the most likely way that the 
sun produces energy and light is by gravitational collapse, but that can’t last that long, it’s wearing away.
Since the fall, everything that we see in the world is passing away and everything in it is perishing, it’s 
growing old like a garment. The effect of sin is permeating everything. You can even see the decline in 
the ages and all those other things and it’s this picture of the garment fading away. There was a point 
where God will put on a clean garment, He will put on a new garment, but first He will take off the other 
one. “Like a cloak You will fold them up.” The ‘You’ there is Christ. Heaven and earth as we know it had a
purpose, but there will be a point where that purpose comes to an end and Christ will take them and 
remove them and this is what He will do in that part. We know what that part is, it’s those things that 
offend, that are the corruption and decay. Because of sin in the present world, God will have to remake 
it. 1 Corinthians 15:50-54, “Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 



written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” That’s God folding up the cloak. The corruption will be 
removed, but it won’t just be discarded. It won’t be like He just burns it, no, He folds it up and that word
there is ‘helios’, which means more to roll up. That’s where we get the idea of a helicopter from, it has 
to do with rotation. The picture here is that He rolls it up, so when He talks about the heavens being 
rolled up like a scroll, this is the picture. The idea is that they are being put away, that old garment 
continues to have a purpose and we know what that purpose is from Isaiah 66, it’s to remind those that 
are saved how great a salvation they receive. Isaiah 66:23-24, “And it shall come to pass That from one 
New Moon to another, And from one Sabbath to another, All flesh shall come to worship before Me,” 
says the Lord. “And they shall go forth and look Upon the corpses of the men Who have transgressed 
against Me. For their worm does not die, And their fire is not quenched. They shall be an abhorrence to 
all flesh.” He doesn’t just get rid of the garment, He folds it up and He has a continuing purpose, from 
new moon to new moon, month by month, week by week, those who He gathered together to be His 
people will look on them and look on the corpses of those who transgressed against God and marvel at 
the greatness of the salvation of God. God made the garment for a purpose, God made the garment so 
we would worship Him. God made the garment so we could look and remember what Christ did for us. 
“And they will be changed.” Heaven and earth will change, corruption will put on incorruption. That’s 
the picture here, God is changing the garment of the world, He’s removing the old worn out cloak and 
He’s putting a new garment on, not one that has been worn out through sin, but one where God will be 
honored, one where there will be no death and destruction, where sin will be removed, heaven and 
earth will change. Revelation 21:1-5, “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” God 
isn’t going to just take off the old garment, He’s going to change the garment, He is going to make the 
world different. He’s going to make the world so that there is no sorrow, there is no crying, there is no 
death. He’s going to make a new heaven and new earth. Redemptive history is about change, it’s about 
corruption entering into the world, it’s about the effects of the corruption, it’s about the second Adam 
coming to remove that corruption, it’s about the church growing and being salt and light, it’s about the 
world changing because where they were in darkness now they hear the name of Jesus Christ and they 
have the gospel preached to them and it’s about corruption putting on incorruption. Redemptive history
is about changing the world. With all that change none of that touches God. They will be changed, “but 
You are the same”. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Creation doesn’t change 
Jehovah, Jehovah changes creation. The mediator of the New Covenant is far greater than the mediator 
of the Mosaic covenant, he constantly changed. But Jehovah, the eternal self-existent God does not 
change and “Your years will not fail.” There will be no end to His years, they will not run out, He is not 
like the garment that’s wearing out, He stays the same. Without corruption there is no appointed end, 
decay is what causes there to be an end. Christ has no corruption, there is no end and decay, there is no 
expiration date. The world has an expiration date just like you only keep milk for a certain amount of 



days before it goes bad, that is the picture of heaven and earth, they have an expiration date, their years
will fail and they are going to be affected by corruption. That is not true for Christ, His years do not fail. 
He existed before the foundation of the earth and He is the One that at the end, He created all things 
and in the end He is the One that will fold up the garment, He is the One that will judge the world and 
none of them will affect His eternal nature. Moses will be changed in that last day, in that twinkling of 
the eye, Moses’ corruption will put on incorruption, but Christ will not change. 

Verse 13, “But to which of the angels has ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool?”” Now the writer of Hebrews quotes one of the most, if not the most quoted Old Testament 
passages, it depends on how you count whether it’s the most quoted or not, but it comes from Psalm 
110 so let me read Psalm 110, “The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” The Lord shall send the rod of Your 
strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! Your people shall be volunteers

In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You have the dew 
of Your youth. The Lord has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek.” The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall execute kings in the day 
of His wrath. He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places with dead bodies,

He shall execute the heads of many countries. He shall drink of the brook by the wayside;

Therefore He shall lift up the head.” Hebrews deals with this Psalm a lot, it especially has a lot about 
Melchizedek and the order of Melchizedek. This Psalm is about Christ’s reign, about Christ’s enemies 
being killed and His people being volunteers, it’s about Him being a priest and judge and none of that 
applies to angels. Angels have no kingdom, angels don’t have enemies, they have Christ’s enemies who 
they are to defeat. Angels don’t have people that righteously follow them that are volunteers that desire
them because they don’t have an army. Jesus Christ has hosts. The angels don’t treat Christ as priest, 
the angels don’t judge, they are like the bailiff in the courtroom, they are not the judge. They are the 
ones that make it happen, they are not the ones that are getting to sit in judgement. None of this applies
to the angels. The writer of Hebrews is making it very clear that God never made the angels to be kings, 
He never made the angels to be ruling. In fact, we are supposed to know and understand that we will be 
ruling over angels like it says in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the 
world? And if the world will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do you 
not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?” This isn’t judging 
like in a courtroom, this is judging like in the book of Judges where they are the ones that are leading 
and guiding and telling people what to do. The angels were created to be servants of God and after 
corruption puts on incorruption, after we are changed, they become our servants as well so He wouldn’t
tell them to sit at His right hand. He says this about Christ. God that Father puts Jesus Christ in the 
position of authority. When the sons of Zebedee ask to sit at His right hand and left hand and Jesus 
Christ said it was not for Him to give that. It’s the picture of the importance of it, that these are the 
second most important people in the kingdom and that’s the position Christ has. No angel was given the



right to sit on the throne, no angel was given the right to sit next to God the Father, it makes an 
equivalency that no angel is fit for. The amazing thing is because the two become one, because Christ is 
the groom of the church, that we become fit for that because we become like Him in that sense and no 
angel has that promise, no angel gets to receive those things but Jesus Christ already is fit, He doesn’t 
need to be changed. We need to be changed, to be made to be fit to come into the presence of God, but
Christ doesn’t need that, He is God, He can sit next to God the Father and He is not out of place. So 
when God the Father says to sit at My right hand, He is giving Him the place that Christ deserves. It’s 
making Him like God, it’s making Him in the same category like a Father and a Son. The angels were 
ministers, they were the workers among the people, which is the word that’s used to describe angels. 
That is not Christ, Christ was made to be a king. “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool?” That word that’s translated ‘footstool’ is more literally the underfoot of your feet, it’s not so 
much that it’s somewhere to rest your feet or somewhere to put your feet up so that the weight is off 
your feet. That’s what we think of as a footstool, but here the focus is that they are under your feet, that
you are above them, that you have them submitted to you, that they absolute subjection. God will make
Christ’s foot to be on the neck of His enemy and that word that’s translated ‘enemy’ there is sometimes 
specifically used to refer to Satan, but it’s the adversaries, those who are opposing you, that is what 
Christ is doing to all things that offend. God is putting them under the feet of Christ. 

Verse 14, “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?” 
So now the writer of Hebrews is transitioning from why Christ is greater, why He is greater than 
anything in creation and in chapter 2 he is going to be talking about not neglecting so great a salvation. 
He’s going to be talking about how that applies to us and what that means for us so he transitions by 
talking about the purpose of angels. “Are they not all”? I think the word ‘all’ is an important word there 
because it could have been “Are they not ministering spirits” and we would say yes. God doesn’t say 
that, He says, “Are they not all ministering spirits”. When you think of Isaiah 6, it talks about Jesus Christ 
being high and lifted up and the Seraphim flying around Him and crying night and day, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord God almighty.” We ask how that is the ministering spirits who are sent to minister to those 
who inherit salvation because God said they all are. Even their testimony, when we see that, it’s not 
because God needs them to be flying around telling Him He is holy, He knows He is holy. They minister 
to us because they are telling us this is how they are supposed to respond to God, this is how we’re 
supposed to treat God. Even in that thing that looks so much like they are ministering to God, they are 
still ministering to us. God created them for us, for them to minister to us. Their purpose is to show us 
what our attitude is supposed to be towards God. They are demonstrating to us how we’re supposed to 
think about the world. We need them to do that and God created all of these angelic beings, all these 
beings that have so much more power than we have, so much more ability than we have, so much more 
knowledge than we have and He creates them for the purpose of being a blessing for us, for those who 
will inherit salvation. This should cause us to say as it’s quoted in the next chapter of Hebrews what 
David wrote in the Old Testament, “Who is man that You are mindful of Him?” Who is man, this person, 
this group of people that put the world into subjection, who through sin has caused all these problems, 
caused everything to decay and be passing away? And yet God says He created all those angels to be 
ministering spirits to you. This should not cause us to well up with pride at how good we are, this should 



cause us to ask why God cares, why is God so merciful. And not saying it in a sense of ‘Why God?’, but in 
a sense of awe and wonder. Last week I talked about how one angel passed through and killed 185,000 
in one night and he did that because he is a ministering spirit sent to minister to those who will inherit 
salvation. Our response should be to worship God and to be thankful towards God. Again, that word 
‘ministering spirits’ is the same that was used before in verse 7, which means ‘to work among the 
people’. So their purpose is to make God’s will, as a ruler, to be completed and to be done among the 
people. Their spirits are not constrained by the needs and flesh and blood that we have, instead they are
these spirits. These are beings that are sent forth and they are being sent forth to cause God’s will to be 
completed and they are sent to minister to God’s people. That word ‘sent forth’ is a verb form of the 
word we get ‘apostle’ from. They are sent forth, sent out into the world on a mission from God, on a 
mission to minister and the word ‘minister’ here in the Greek is the verb form that we get ‘deacon’ 
from. This is to serve, they are these workers among the people, like a Prime Minister in England that 
are supposed to cause the will of the monarch to be done throughout the world and that’s the picture 
here, but they are doing it to serve, to be a blessing. They’re sent forth through the world and not to 
serve everything, but to serve those who will inherit salvation. Now, he could have written this different 
ways like Paul writes that it’s for those that love God and those who are called according to His purpose,
he could’ve written that they were sent for the elect, but if you look at the context, the context is about 
this garment that’s being folded up and that you’re being changed. So he’s pointing out that those 
ministers are sent to those that will be changed, not those that will be cast into eternal damnation, but 
those who will be made fit for the presence of God, those who will inherit salvation. That’s who God 
created the angels for and that’s why He sent them forth. That’s what the writer of Hebrews is 
emphasizing, he’s emphasizing eternal life, not this fallen world that’s passing away, but the new heaven
and new earth that God is going to create in which righteousness dwells. He sends forth the angels who 
are His ministering spirits, those who cause His will to be done by caring for and serving those who will 
be their masters, the One who will rule over angels when we’re fully saved. We’re saved when we are 
justified by God when we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ, but we still have an old man that we 
need to be saved from, we still have corruption that we need to be saved from, we still have temptation 
that we need to be saved from and that doesn’t happen until corruption puts on incorruption that we 
are fully saved. When it’s talking about inheriting salvation, it’s not talking about those who are elect, 
but right now God is sending forth or has sent forth His angels, to serve those who will be the bride, 
those who will inherit salvation, will be co-heirs with Christ. We will be fully saved, we’re only partially 
saved now. What a great blessing it is that there is a promise that we will be fully saved, that where we 
struggle with sin now there will be no struggle with sin, while we struggle with sorrow now there will be 
a day where there are no tears, while we deal with sickness now there will be a day where there won’t 
be any sickness, it’s when we will be fully saved and we should remember that that’s what they were 
sent to minister for, for that day when we will be fully saved. 

Applications

1. There’s things that we’re not to delegate. Christ could have caused the heavens to be made by 
the angels, but He said this is to be done by My hands, the heavens were created by His hands. 



God gives us things we can delegate too, but we need to make sure we understand that it’s 
wrong for us to delegate things that God says is important. This is true for fathers, you don’t 
have the right to delegate teaching your children who God is and what He requires of them. 
You’re not allowed to delegate that, that was given to fathers in Deuteronomy 6, and it can’t be 
delegated. Husbands were given the duty to teach their wives, to water their wife in the water 
of the Word, to cleanse them, to deal with their sin. This is a husband’s responsibility. He can’t 
say that any more than Christ said He wanted the angels to take care of the heavens. It testifies 
to the importance to the heavens the fact that Jesus Christ created them. It testifies to the 
importance of marriage that the husband is supposed to be teaching his wife, that the husband 
and wife are supposed to be teaching their children. This testifies to the importance of children, 
this testifies to the importance of marriage. The church finding people that will teach others 
also, that was given to the church, that wasn’t given to seminaries. One of the great successful 
attacks on the church is to convince the church to delegate things that were not to be delegated 
because it makes them less important when we delegate them. The things that the person with 
authority does the testifies to their importance because they are doing them, Christ made the 
heavens and the earth Himself to testify to the importance of the heaven and earth. We’re 
supposed to do the things that God commanded to us to testify to our children how important it
is that they know the things of God, to testify to our wife how important it is that they are 
sanctified and that they grow in their knowledge of God, for the church to testify we can’t 
delegate raising up people to teach the next generation because that is not somebody else’s 
responsibility, it’s too important for that. When we delegate things that are too important to be 
delegated, we diminish their importance and we open the door for corruption to come into our 
families and into the church. Make sure you’re not delegating things that God didn’t give you 
the right to delegate. 

2. Recognize the extent of sin. If you look around, the most obvious thing in our world is decay. It 
doesn’t matter where you are, you have this many people come in week after week and our 
house decays. That’s fine, I’m not saying it as a complaint or anything, but this is the reality of 
what the world is. You can see it by looking at the floor and seeing the wear on the floor. This is 
how God created the world. It doesn’t matter where you look, if you walk out to the forest and 
look at the ground, what do you see? You see decay everywhere. This is how you buy a new 
garment and it wears out. This is the testimony of the world and that testimony is, this is caused 
by sin. Don’t minimize the effect of sin in the world, sin has affected everything. This is not how 
God created the world, God created the world that it would be everlasting, it’s the effect of sin 
that causes the decay. It’s important for us to see the extent of sin and the reason it’s important 
for us to see the extent of sin because if we don’t, we don’t see the extent of the work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross because He didn’t just come to save a people, He came because He so loved 
the world that God the Father sent Him to redeem the world, to cause the world to be changed, 
to cause the corruption to be folded up like a garment and be cast off and if we just look at it 
and say He just came to save a few people, boy have we minimized the work of Jesus Christ on 
the cross. He came to change this corruption that permeates all things and He came to make it 



new again. The more we see the extent of sin, the more we see the extent of Christ’s work and 
the more it should cause us to be filled with thanksgiving and to be worshipping God. 

3. There’s things that will be folded up like a garment and there’s things that will remain. Focus on 
the things that will remain. It’s really easy for us to be caught up in the things of the world and 
to focus on the things of the world, but that’s not what we’re here for, that’s not what the 
angels were sent forth for. They were sent forth to serve those that will inherit salvation, their 
focus is on the world to come. The saints of God are supposed to be focused on, not the 
garment that’s wearing away, but what will come afterwards. The saints of God are supposed to 
have a renewed vigor, we should desire to evangelize the lost because if they repent and 
believe, they will be what remains, they will not be in part of the garment that gets folded up 
and put away. How much more do they matter than the things that are corrupt and the money 
that we could make and the food that we can eat, all the things that can so easily distract us? 
How much more do we care about those than the things that remain? The church of Jesus 
Christ, that will remain, that’s the bride that descends from heaven. When the new heaven and 
the new earth, when heaven and earth become one and it becomes this place where God’s will 
is always done, that will remain and that is the church of Jesus Christ, that is the bride of Christ. 
It’s so easy to be distracted by the world, make sure you are focused on the things God says are 
important, not the old rag that will be folded up and put away, but the new thing that will be 
recreated, the thing that is being made, the new garment. The kingdom of God should cause us 
to have a renewed zeal for the things of God, righteousness, peace, joy. These are things that 
will remain, these are things that will be strengthened, these are things that will be renewed. 
These are the things of inherited salvation. The purpose of all the angels is not about the 
garment that we cast into the fire, it’s not about the people that won’t be saved, it’s not about 
these things that offend and will be cast out, it’s not about all these things that can so easily 
distract us, they are sent to minister to those who will inherit salvation because the angels’ 
purpose that are far more powerful than we are, their purpose is a focus on eternal life. Where 
is our focus? Are you focused on the things that will remain? Are you focused on the things of 
this world? If we’re focused on the things of this world, we should expect to be like Lot’s wife 
who wanted to look back and longed for that old garment. Luke 17:30-33, “Even so will it be in 
the day when the Son of Man is revealed. “In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods
are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the 
field, let him not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life will preserve it.” If your focus is not on things to come, your focus is on the
current things and those who seek to save their life will lose it, they will be like Lot’s wife. Lot’s 
wife did not want to give up the earthly things, the worldly things. She did not want to have an 
eternal focus so God turns her into a pillar of salt. That’s a warning for us, remember the things 
that will remain, don’t worry about the things that are passing away. Romans 8:22-25, “For we 
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. Not only 
that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in this hope, 
but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope 



for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.” He’s saying if your hope is in 
this world, it’s the things that you see so it’s not hope, it’s not faith. The prosperity gospel says 
you will get rich now, that’s not hope or faith, they are looking for the things that they can see, 
they’re not looking for the things that will remain after the things that they see pass away. Is 
your hope looking for the things that you can see now or is it looking for the things that will 
remain? It’s one or the other. Today’s politics can cause you to lose hope, today’s confusion 
about such basic things can cause you to lose hope, but only if you’re looking at the things you 
can see rather than remembering the things that will remain. Where is your focus today? 

4. Creation is wearing away like a garment, but all of Christ’s enemies are being made His 
footstool. It’s easy to read these and think they are contradictory. We can see the decay around 
us and think that God’s not defeating His enemies, but He is. There’s real physical and moral 
corruption that is currently increasing in the world and it will constantly work to decay, but we 
are salt and light. This is the church of Jesus Christ, we stop that corruption and remove it and 
God is defeating His enemies, but at the same time, the world’s purpose, the end of it, the decay
is increasing. We’re supposed to work against the moral corruption and we will succeed in one 
sense, but in another sense, the phyisical corruption, things will just get more and more worn. 
The writer of Hebrews in chapter 1 talks about both of these things, he puts these two concepts 
side by side and they don’t contradict one another. The broad church sees the decay and loses 
hope, we’re supposed to see the decay and recognize that the decay itself is a testimony of 
hope because we’re not slaves to sin, we don’t have to decay the same way, we should see the 
decay as an opportunity and we should see the decay as a testimony to the promise that God 
will make all things new again. 

5. Just remember that God is defeating His enemies, but not just defeating His enemies because to 
make them under your foot, that’s what it means. The idea is that they are under subjection and
this is what God is doing to His enemies. He’s not just defeating them, He’s making them know 
they were defeated because someone that’s underfoot knows that the foot is upon them and 
He makes His enemies serve Him in that way. The point of His enemies was always to serve Him.
Satan going into heaven and being manipulated to attack Job was using His enemies to serve 
Him, but it’s different when He makes them His footstool. It’s different because they are no 
longer deceiving themselves when God has His foot on their neck. Someone who is not a 
footstool was being made into a footstool, he knows that he’s in a different position. When we 
see evil being done through the eyes of faith, we need to believe that God is defeating His 
enemies. Even like we talked about in 2 Peter 2 where a false teacher will come and he will 
mislead many and he’ll be preaching a false gospel and we’re supposed to remember the day of 
His judgement has been appointed, that God is using him. We need to believe that by faith, but 
when they are made the footstool, they recognize that they are in subjection to God. The 
picture is from Joshua, Joshua is a type of Christ. Joshua 10:24-25, “So it was, when they brought
out those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the captains of 
the men of war who went with him, “Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings.” And
they drew near and put their feet on their necks. Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid, 
nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for thus the Lord will do to all your enemies 



against whom you fight.” That is what Joshua, that is what Jesus says to His people. This is a 
picture of what God says to us. Don’t be afraid, don’t be dismayed when powerful enemies rise 
up against you, be strong and of good courage because God the Father is putting them under 
the feet of Jesus Christ, He is putting Christ’s body the church, their feet upon the neck of His 
enemies. This is the picture so don’t be dismayed, be strong, be of good courage, not because 
we can defeat the enemies of God, but because of the promise of God that God is putting His 
feet and His church as His body on the necks of His enemies. God has put enemies that we’re 
supposed to fight against, enemies that we are supposed to use the sword of the Lord against, 
enemies against the gospel of Christ, and they will be defeated so we should have boldness in 
that day of battle. We should have boldness to go forth because we should understand our feet 
will be on their necks just like Joshua had all the Israelites out their feet on the necks of their 
enemies. That’s what Christ is doing with the church, we don’t need to worry about the enemies
of God. We have a duty, a responsibility to go out and do things, but we don’t need to worry 
about who will win. The enemies will be put under Christ’s feet. 

Let’s pray. Oh Lord God, we do thank You for this passage. We thank You for the greatness of Your 
salvation. We thank You that we are at the time in redemptive history of the new covenant for the least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than the greatest saint, John the Baptist of the Old Testament, the one 
who knew the most. How much more do You reveal to us and how much more power do You give to us 
through the power of the Holy Spirit? How much greater the promises that You have given us that we 
will defeat the enemies, we will be the kingdom that fills the whole world like it says in Daniel 2. Lord, 
we pray that You make us bolder to do the things that we should do. Let us not neglect so great a 
salvation. We ask this in Your Son’s name, amen. 


