
Title: Our Riches in Christ 
 
Text Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
Ephesians 1:3-14 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in 

love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 

hath made us accepted in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in 

all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 

good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of 

times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 

are on earth; even in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That 

we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, 

after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 

believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

 
The book of Ephesians is one of the prison epistles along with the books of Philippians, 

Colossians, and Philemon. Paul begins this letter by telling the saints at Ephesus of what they 

have in Christ. The spiritual riches that they are in possession of. We are a blessed people. We 

are immensely rich in Christ! There is nothing we can do to earn salvation, but there is certainly 



nothing we can do to lose it either. I think most of us know that we are blessed in Christ, but do 

we live like we are blessed people?  

-What are the blessings that we receive from God that Father, Son, and Spirit? 

I. Blessings from God the Father (V. 4-6) 

A. He Has Chosen Us (V. 4) 

Ephesians 1:4 - According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 

John 15:16 - Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go 

and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father 

in my name, he may give it you.” 

You see, God chose us even before He created the universe, so that our salvation is wholly of His 

grace and not on the basis of anything we ourselves have done. He chose us in Christ, not in 

ourselves. We do not respond to God’s grace against our own will. We respond because God’s 

grace makes us willing to respond. 

B. He Has Adopted Us (V. 5) 

Ephesians 1:5 - Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 

himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 

Predestinated/Predestination – To ordain beforehand, to predetermine.  

Adoption has both a present and future meaning. We do not get into God’s family by adoption; 

we get into God’s family be regeneration, the new birth.  

Why does He do this? 

So that we might immediately begin to claim our inheritance and enjoy our spiritual wealth!  

The future aspect of adoption comes when we receive our glorified body when Jesus returns.  



C. He Has Accepted Us (V. 6) 

Ephesians 1:6 - To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 

beloved. 

We cannot make ourselves acceptable to God, but He, by His grace, makes us accepted in Christ! 

II. Blessings from God the Son (V. 7-12) 

 We should not think that each person of the Godhead works independently, because they all 

worked together to make possible our salvation. But each Person has a special ministry to 

perform, a special “spiritual deposit” to make in our lives. 

A. He Has Redeemed Us (V. 7) 

Ephesians 1:7 - In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of his grace; 

To redeem means “to purchase and set free by paying a price.” 
 
B. He Has Forgiven Us (V. 7) 
 
The word forgive means “to carry away.” 
 
This reminds us of the ritual on the Jewish day of Atonement, when the high priest sent the 

scapegoat into the wilderness (Lev. 16). First the priest killed one of the two goats and sprinkled 

its blood before God on the mercy seat. Then he confessed Israel’s sins over the live goat, and 

had the goat taken into the wilderness to be lost. Christ died to carry away our sins so they might 

never again be seen (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). No written accusation stands against us because our 

sins have been taken away! Sin made us poor, but grace makes us rich. 

C. He Has Revealed God’s Will to Us (V. 8-10) 

Ephesians 1:8-10 - Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9 Having 

made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 



purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together 

in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

The word mystery has nothing to do with things eerie. It means a “sacred secret, once hidden but 

now revealed to God’s people.” 

D. He Has Made Us an Inheritance (V. 11-12) 

Ephesians 1:11-12 - In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 

according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That 

we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 

In Christ we have a wonderful inheritance (1 Peter 1:1–4), and in Christ we are an inheritance. 

We are valuable to Him. Think of the price God paid to purchase us and make us part of His 

inheritance! 

III. Blessings from God the Spirit (V. 13-14) 

A. He Has Sealed Us (V. 13) 

Ephesians 1:13 - In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 

promise, 

What is the significance of this sealing of the Holy Spirit? 

-It speaks of a finished transaction. 

-It implies ownership. 

-It means security and protection. 

-It is a mark of authenticity. 

B. He Has Given Us an Earnest (V. 14) 



Ephesians 1:14 - Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

Earnest – The down payment to guarantee the final purchase of some commodity or piece of 

property. 

The Holy Spirit is God’s first installment to guarantee to His children that He will finish His 

work and eventually bring them to glory.  

Redemption is experienced in three stages: 

-We have been redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7) 

-We are being redeemed as the Spirit works in our lives to make us more like Christ (Rom. 8:1-

4). 

-We shall be redeemed when Christ returns and we become like Him. 

What should we understand about our riches in Christ? 

1. True riches come from God. 

2. All of these riches come by God’s grace and for God’s glory. 

3. These riches are only the beginning! 

Are you claiming the promises of God each day? 

Are you aware of how rich you are in Christ? 

By faith, we can claim God’s promises and draw on His limitless wealth to meet every need we 

may face.  


