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1 Kings 20:1–21 ESV

Ben-hadad the king of Syria 
gathered all his army together. 
Thirty-two kings were with him, 
and horses and chariots. And he 
went up and closed in on Samaria 
and fought against it. And he sent 
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messengers into the city to Ahab 
king of Israel and said...
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Ben-hadad sent to him and said, 
“The gods do so to me and more 
also, if the dust of Samaria shall 
suffice for handfuls for all the 
people who follow me.”

And the king of Israel answered, 
“Tell him, ‘Let not him who straps 
on his armor boast himself as he 
who takes it off.’ ”
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And behold, a prophet came near to 
Ahab king of Israel and said, “Thus 
says the LORD, Have you seen all 
this great multitude? Behold, I will 
give it into your hand this day, and 
you shall know that I am the 
LORD.”

And the servants of the king of 
Syria said to him, “Their gods are 
gods of the hills, and so they were 
stronger than we. But let us fight 
against them in the plain, and surely 
we shall be stronger than they. And 
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do this: remove the kings, each 
from...

And a man of God came near and 
said to the king of Israel, “Thus says 
the LORD, ‘Because the Syrians 
have said, “The LORD is a god of 
the hills but he is not a god of the 
valleys,” therefore I will give all 
this great multitude into your hand, 
and...



1 Kings 20:42–43 ESV

And his servants said to him, 
“Behold now, we have heard that 
the kings of the house of Israel are 
merciful kings. Let us put sackcloth 
around our waists and ropes on our 
heads and go out to the king of 
Israel. Perhaps he will spare your 
life.” So...

And he said to him, “Thus says the 
LORD, ‘Because you have let go 
out of your hand the man whom I 
had devoted to destruction, 
therefore your life shall be for his 
life, and your people for his 
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people.’ ” And the king of Israel 
went to his house vexed...

For he says, 

      “In a favorable time I listened to 
you, 
      and in a day of salvation I have 
helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.



Romans 1:28 ESV

As it is said, 

      “Today, if you hear his voice, 
      do not harden your hearts as in 
the rebellion.”

And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them 
up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done.
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