
Following God by Faith-Joshua 6 
 

Good morning everyone.  Turn in your bibles to Joshua chapter 6.  Today we get to look at what must have 

been a truly defining moment in the life one of Israel’s great heroes.  Joshua.  Successor to Moses.  Divinely 

appointed leader of the Nation and charged with the task of leading the people to conquer the land God had 

centuries before promised Abraham He would give to his descendants.  Its been a long time coming. 

 

The book of Joshua is a historical and biographical book.  It is named after Joshua because it is recorded from 

the perspective of Joshua and covers from his Divine Call by God to his death.  But it is also historical because 

it provides the record of how God brought them from the wilderness to the predominant occupants of the land. 

 

Now today I want us to approach the text in a somewhat mind-bending way.  I don’t want us to view this event 

from the point in time in which it occurred but from the point in time in which this document was readable.  The 

first way is to read it as if we are watching it happen.  The second way is to read it as though we are the original 

audience for whom the book was prepared.  To do that we need to understand the time it was written.  Since the 

book covers the entire occupation of the land and Joshua’s final addresses to the people before his death we 

know that it was written down well after the event took place.  As much as a generation later.  Which means the 

original audience would have involved both those who had actually participated in the battle of Jericho as well 

as some who were too young at the time and who remained in the camp.  And perhaps some proselytes as well.  

(A proselytes would be a non Jew who had become a part of the Jewish nation, such as Rahab’s family and 

perhaps others from outside the Promiseland as well.) 

 

Joshua 6:1-21, 26-27 (NASB)   
 

Now what would the purpose of such a story be for people after the event had occurred?  How would a story 

like this be beneficial to a people after the settlement of the land.   

 

God always has a purpose for the texts that he gives us by the Holy Spirit that somehow help us to live in the 

present with insight about Him from the past.  What would God have been trying to tell the people of Israel by 

putting a record of this event in their hands.  When we answer that question we can then make application to our 

lives in the present. 

 

The battle of Jericho is unique.  From this point forward the battles are conventional but this one is 

unconventional.  Typical military strategy is used later but not here in their first one.  That tells us that God is 

trying to communicate something to Joshua and the people of Israel from the way he accomplishes it.  And it 

provides some reminders to the people down the road who would have the preservation of the story 

documented. 

 

So I’m asking the question what reminders does this story provide these people that may be helpful to them 

down the road and consequently helpful to us in our present situation. 

 

Reminder #1 God has a plan  (v. 2-5, 17-19) 

 

In this first battle I want you to notice where the battle plan comes from.  God!  God had a plan that involved a 

unique battle strategy and also he had unique instructions for the spoil of the city.   

 

God has his own plan.  And before we really spend anymore time looking at the plan.  I just want us to see that 

God has a plan. 

 

Sometimes we falter in our confidence about this.  God is working out His plan for His people.  He has a plan.  

And Jesus gave that plan to his disciples and its called the Great commission.  That is where we are at in the 
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plans of God today.  But we also have the book of Revelation and it tells us a lot about the future plan that 

everything is moving towards. 

 

But God has a plan.  And God also has a plan he is working out at the individual level.  You have a part in his 

overall plan.  You need to believe that.  And you need to be living in it.  This is why Jesus taught his disciples to 

pray: “May your kingdom come and may your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  We must be tuned into 

God’s plans. 

 

Several weeks ago when Angi and I dropped off Rachel for college we took April and Emily along but also 

brought Olivia Rothwell and Ashley Shelton too.  And the three older ones met with various program people.  

And here was the cool thing for me. 

 

All three of these college bound young people are trying to figure out where God wants them to go and how 

they can serve God in their various vocation.  That’s a big deal.  And of course the schools programs are 

designed for that.  Preparing students to serve God’s plan for the world in whatever their vocation may be. 

 

God has a plan.  And you and I need to have a heart for God’s plans and likely they won’t match up with our 

plans.  We have to adjust ourself to His.  But its comforting to know that when unexpected things are unfolding 

God has a plan.  Roll with it. 

 

Next I think that this story provides this important reminder: 

 

Reminder 2) God’s plans require God’s power and our faith 

 

God’s plans for taking Jericho were WAY unconventional.  God told Joshua how it was going to go down.  In 

verse 1 we can see that Jericho was prepared for a siege.  They shut up the residents inside the city walls and no 

one could come in or go out.  That was the typical way that walled cities were conquered.  It was largely a 

waiting game until they ran out of food.  But God’s plan was different. 

 

There would be but one explanation for how this city was taken.  And it wouldn’t be an ingenious General or an 

experienced and capable military or advanced weaponry.  It would be God’s power. 

 

Any other general or army would have laughed that plan right off the table.  “We’re going to intimidate the 

people with our marching and then shout at the wall.” 

 

Can you imagine how hard of a swallow this plan would have been had Joshua not just seen what God did the 

day before when he stopped up the river Jordan.  Had Joshua’s prediction of that event not come true 

communicating this plan to the troops would likely have been a hard sell. 

 

But this battle was the Lord’s.  Joshua would map out strategies for other cities but this one was the Lords.  So 

those people who first read this story are being reminded that God had a plan and God’s plans tend to require 

God’s power.  But also our faith. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Hebrews 11.  Hebrews 11 remember is the hall of faith.  And note what is said about this 

event. 

 

Hebrews 11:30  “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.” 

 

God, through this story, is reminding the people that his plans require His power and our faith.  We so like to 

have plans that look achievable don’t we.  We feel so much more comfortable with conventional plans, doable 

plans, man-sized plans.  And when we fail to believe God for God sized plans guess what?  We never have 

Jericho type experiences in our past unless we have God-sized plans in our future.   



 

God reminds his people through the centuries that there are times which call for big plans and big challenges 

and Divine power and intervention.  And if we are unwilling to put those kinds of things on the table then we 

never learn to live and walk by faith.  God’s plans require God’s power and our faith. 

 

Another reminder that we get through this story is the importance of faithful leaders. 

 

Reminder 3) God works his plans through faithful leaders 

 

Note the progression of the story.  God first went to Joshua.  God communicated his plans to Joshua.  God led 

the people through Joshua.  And he leads his people today through ordinary human leaders that he calls and puts 

in place.   

 

This is an obvious vulnerable link in the chain but God doesn’t accomplish his plans alone.  In nearly 

everything except the cross he uses us.  And in the bible there are stories of leaders that go bad.  And stories of 

leaders that remain faithful to God.  And God’s people have to learn to follow faithful leaders.  And this is not 

easy especially when they communicate vision and plans that are God sized and unconventional.   

 

It requires discernment and faith.   

 

Eyebrows raise and arms fold and questions rise and people have to decide is this from God or not.  And that 

brings me to the last reminder today. 

 

Reminder 4) God works his plans through faithful followers 

 

For this plan to work it would require some faith filled obedient followers.  Joshua could do this on his own.  He 

had to trust the people to God.  He had been a part of the first time God commanded Moses to take the people 

into the promised land.  And the people balked.  They rebelled against Moses. 

 

And thankfully it didn’t go the same way the second time.  But Joshua was helpless at this point.  And every 

leader is the same way.  The buy in from those the leader needs to move forward is always a question.  And 

particularly when you are asking them to risk their life. 

 

But church listen.  Leaders balk and followers balk at the plans of God all the time.  But big awesome God sized 

battles are won by risk takers who choose to be faithful and who put themselves on the line with their brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

 

We all must put our faith in God but leaders must put some faith in their followers and comrades.  And 

followers must put their faith in God and some faith in their leaders too. 

 

When that happens the people of God overcome big obstacles. 

 

We as a people are soon facing just such an obstacle.  If we choose to move forward in our mission its going to 

require an extensive building campaign.  Its going to require more ministerial staff.  Its going to require more 

families who are tithing their income.   We will be looking at price tags that are going to make our eyebrows 

raise and our arms fold and our knees wobble. 

 

We will all swallow hard many times when we see price tags.  And then we will either pare it down to a man 

sized project or we go with plans that adequately take us into the future trusting God to intervene and multiply 

our sacrifices to make it happen. 

 



The same thing is bound to be true on the individual level.  When it comes to kids going to college. When it 

comes to reaching friends for Christ.  When it comes to getting your finances in order.  Following God by faith 

is the name of the game.   

 

But remember these things: 

 

God has a plan.   

God’s plans require his power and your faith 

God’s works his plans faithful leaders and faithful followers (Home, ministries, churches, business etc.) 

 

Let’s pray for this kind of faith to permeate our thinking lead us toward action. 

 

 



Lesson 47 
 

Following God by Faith 
Joshua 6 

 
Individual Preparation 

Joshua 6 falls in a line of passages that follow the development of 
Joshua’s leadership and influence.  It is the record of one of the great 
stories of the Bible where God intervenes in human history on behalf of 
His people.  Joshua 6 is the record of the second attempt of a leader 
leading Israel to enter the promised land.  The first one failed under 
Moses because the people of God lacked faith, obedience and surrender 
to God’s plans.  So this text is a “Take 2”. 
 
The title of this lesson is “Following God by Faith.”  I want you to read the 
chapter, as always stopping to pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, while 
looking for evidence of faith.  The word “faith” isn’t mentioned, but faith is 
there. 
 
Read Joshua 6. 
 
Did you see faith?  Write down examples what would have required faith 
in this account. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is how this event is described in the most pronounced faith chapter 
in the bible:  Hebrews 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days.”  So when the New Testament 
writer of Hebrews was looking for Old Testament examples of faith, the 
people involved in this story were ones that came to his mind.  Clearly 
then, what we have is an example of what it looks like to follow God with 
faith. 
 
The question for you is this:  What would it look like for you to follow God 
with faith at this point in your life? 



Small Group Interaction 
 

Ice Breaker:  Be prepared to mention something big on the horizon that 
will require faith and God’s intervention if it is to become a reality. 
 
 
 
Prayer Exercise: Divide up in groups of two or three and pray for one 
another for God to increase their faith in Him and for each other to have 
a heart to know and follow God’s plans for them and the world. 
 
 
Scripture Exercise: Having already read Joshua 6 in the individual 
preparation, ask a group member to summarize the story. 
 
 
Ask another individual to look up Hebrews 11:30. 
 
 
 
 
Commentary: The writer of Hebrews is trying to encourage a 
discouraged people with stories from the past of God’s intervention and 
His people’s faith.  One of the stories he leans on is that of Joshua 6.  
Although faith is never mentioned in Joshua 6, the writer of Hebrews 
summarizes the chapter with a statement that credits faith in God as the 
point of victory. 
 
 
Reflection Exercise: Ask each of your group members to take a few 
minutes and consider how the following personalized statement might 
read if  Hebrews 11:30 were made about them: 
 
“And by faith _______________         ____________________________ 
  (your name) 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________. 
Describe what great feat was accomplished in your life about an event 
that is yet to happen, but described as if it already has taken place.  
(Example: And by faith John and Sarah surrendered to the call of God to 
become intercultural missionaries….) 
 
 
 



Discussion Exercise: Which reminder from Pastor’s message did you 
find most challenging or significant for you, and why? 
 
(Circle One) 
#1 God has a plan.   
#2 God’s plans require His power and your faith. 
#3 God works His plans through faithful leaders. 
#4 God works His plans through faithful followers. 

 
Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Exercise: Consider sharing anything going on in your life that 
you need faith in God to move forward in, and pray for each other to do 
so. 


