
Life Changing Faith 

Joshua 2 

 

This morning I want to introduce you to one of the great redemption stories of the bible.  A story that gives so much 

hope to so many.  The title of my message is “Life Changing Faith.”  A lot of people in this room have experienced life 

changing faith already.  The changes are under way and won’t be complete until God says your life on earth is done.  

Chapters of change are still unfolding in your life.  You have not yet been fully changed but one thing is for sure, you’re 

no longer who and what you once were. 

But perhaps there are others here today who are longing for change as much as the woman whose story we’re going to be 

reading today.  Turn in your bibles to Joshua 2.  I want to introduce you to a woman named Rahab. 

Rahab was a resident of the Canaanite city of Jericho.  This city was located directly across the Jordan river from where 

the Israelites were camped out and poised to make their entrance.  Jericho was the first city on the list to be utterly 

destroyed. 

But from one household located on the edge of the city wall arose the aroma of faith in God.  It was from the house of 

prostitute named Rahab.  Rahab had a father and mother living and brothers and other extended family.  Why she was a 

prostitute we don’t know.  Was she estranged from her family?  Was she the blacksheep of the family?  Had she become 

immoral and kicked out or was she from a immoral decadent family that had no feelings one way or the other about her 

lifestyle and vocation?  We don’t know the answers to those questions.  What we do know is that she had family and she 

was making her living selling herself. 

But she had been hearing stories.  All the residents of the cities of canaan were keeping tabs on those Israelites who 

wandered around nomadically for years.  Word had it they believed the land occupied by these various citi-states was 

theirs and they would be coming to take it away.  All the stories were stories of triumph for these people.  Every thing 

seemed to go there way.  Egypt, that great nation and empire to the South and East was decimated by this group of people. 

There was fear, wonder, worry and all the feelings we can imagine people would feel knowing they were soon going to 

attack them.  But not from Rahab.  From Rahab there was faith and it caught the attention of Jehovah and He determined 

to save this woman. 

Joshua 2:1-24 (NASB)   Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, "Go, 

view the land, especially Jericho." So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, 

and lodged there. 2And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, "Behold, men from the sons of Israel have come 

here tonight to search out the land." 3And the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab, saying, "Bring out the men 

who have come to you, who have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land." 4But the 

woman had taken the two men and hidden them, and she said, "Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know 

where they were from. 5"And it came about when it was time to shut the gate, at dark, that the men went out; I 

do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them." 6But she had brought them 

up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks of flax which she had laid in order on the roof. 7So the men pursued 

them on the road to the Jordan to the fords; and as soon as those who were pursuing them had gone out, they 

shut the gate. 8Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9and said to the men, "I know that 

the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the 

land have melted away before you. 10"For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 

before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond 

the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11"And when we heard it, our hearts melted and no 

courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above 

and on earth beneath. 12"Now therefore, please swear to me by the LORD, since I have dealt kindly with you, 

that you also will deal kindly with my father's household, and give me a pledge of truth, 13and spare my father 

and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, with all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death." 
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14So the men said to her, "Our life for yours if you do not tell this business of ours; and it shall come about 

when the LORD gives us the land that we will deal kindly and faithfully with you." 15Then she let them down by 

a rope through the window, for her house was on the city wall, so that she was living on the wall. 16And she said 

to them, "Go to the hill country, lest the pursuers happen upon you, and hide yourselves there for three days, 

until the pursuers return. Then afterward you may go on your way." 17And the men said to her, "We shall be 

free from this oath to you which you have made us swear, 18unless, when we come into the land, you tie this 

cord of scarlet thread in the window through which you let us down, and gather to yourself into the house your 

father and your mother and your brothers and all your father's household. 19"And it shall come about that 

anyone who goes out of the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall 

be free; but anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if a hand is laid on him. 20"But 

if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be free from the oath which you have made us swear." 21And she 

said, "According to your words, so be it." So she sent them away, and they departed; and she tied the scarlet 

cord in the window. 22And they departed and came to the hill country, and remained there for three days until 

the pursuers returned. Now the pursuers had sought them all along the road, but had not found them. 23Then the 

two men returned and came down from the hill country and crossed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, 

and they related to him all that had happened to them. 24And they said to Joshua, "Surely the LORD has given all 

the land into our hands, and all the inhabitants of the land, moreover, have melted away before us."  
 

Now Rahab, by a long shot, is not the only person in the world God has saved and changed who had a spotty past.  But 

she would fall among those that sometimes believers like you and me may think are beyond ever turning over a new lease 

in life.  And she surely was among the many in this world who may have felt so dirty and useless to God that maybe God 

wouldn’t even want her.  But I want to tell you all today that I believe the reason God gave us this story and others like it 

in the bible is so that we would believe that no one is beyond the saving Grace of God.  No one is beyond placing faith in 

God. 

Those spies thought they were  going in to spy out the land.  But God was sending them in to create his rescue plan for 

this woman and her family.  Turn a few pages to Joshua 6.  When the Israelites were attacking the city we see how this 

story played out.  Joshua 6:22-25 

If your having trouble believing that God can reach down and save you or save someone you love from their sin and their 

life direction I want to challenge you to reconsider the possibility of Life changing faith.  Using Rahab’s story lets take a 

look at 4 significant changes that can happen in a persons life when God catches wind of their faith. . 

Change 1: Faith in God Changes your destiny  

Joshua 2:13 “… spare my father and my mother and my brothers and my sisters, with all who belong to them, 

and deliver our lives from death." 

Joshua 6:21, 25 They utterly destroyed everything in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox and sheep and 

donkey with the edge of the sword …However, Rahab, the harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua 

spared. 

Her destiny was death by the edge of the sword but her faith in God demonstrated that day with the spies changed that 

didn’t it. The course of her life changed dramatically.  And not only that.  Where would she have spent eternity as a pagan 

Canaanite unbelieving woman?  Hell.  But not Rahab.  (CR James 2:25) 

But, as a woman made righteous by God and brought into the covenant community where does she spend eternity?  

Heaven.   

Rahab because of her faith in God is with the Lord today and none of the other people of Jericho are.  Life Changing 

Faith. 
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Change 2: Faith in God Changes your community  

Joshua 6:25 However, Rahab the harlot and her father's household and all she had, Joshua spared; and she 

has lived in the midst of Israel to this day, for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

(NASB)    
 

Her faith in God made room for her among the Covenant community of Jehovah.  She was a Gentile, outside 

the chosen people of God, but she was grafted into the Treasured possession of Jehovah.  New friends.  New 

neighbors.  New laws. New religious instruction. All in community with descendants of Abraham.   

 

And do you know that is what happens to every person who by faith in God trusts Jesus Christ as their savior.  

We have been grafted into the covenant community.  New friends. New brothers and sisters. New religious 

instruction. All in the community of God’s people. 

 

Paul speaking to Gentiles who had become Christians reminds them of how they were saved by grace through 

faith in God and further reminds them of this.  Eph 2:12 “Remember that you were at that time separate from 

Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ.” 

 

Faith in God changes your destiny and it changes your community. Life changing faith. 

 
Change 3: Faith in God Changes your vocation  

Turn in your bibles to Matthew 1.  Matthew one is the genealogy of Jesus.  It traces the lineage of Jesus from Abraham to 

Joseph and Mary.  Matthew 1 and verse 5.   

Matthew 1:5-6 (NIV)   “Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by Ruth, and 

Obed the father of Jesse, Jesse was the father of David the king…” 

 

Matthew’s genealogy is primarily followed through the men but there were a few wives and mothers who are 

noted along side their husbands to a make a point indirectly.  (Exceptions: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and 

Mary.) 

Now there is a significant story to each of these woman related to the Messianic line.  But for us today the focus 

is on Rahab.  Now what do you learn in Matt 1:5 about Rahab? 

She is not called Rahab the prostitute.  She is Rahab the wife of Salmon and the mother of Boaz. Through her faith in God 

her vocation changed from Harlot to Wife and Mother.  From Scandalous to Noble. 

Brothers and sisters beloved by God, this is a mark of a changed woman.  She left her former community when she 

aligned herself with the spies and she left her former lifestyle and vocation when she became a part of the Covenant 

Community.  As so should it be with each of us.  Faith in God and relationship to God brings the necessity of a change in 

our values and behavior and how we spend our life. 

Paul addressed this with the Ephesian church in the lifestyle section of his letter.  Turn to Eph 5:1-10 

The vocation and lifestyle of those who convert must become conformed to fit the path we have chosen in following 

Christ.  Faith in God changes your vocation.  And even if your job doesn’t change, the way you do your job and the 

purpose for your vocation all changes from ignoble to nobel and righteous. 

Our faith in God changes our destiny.  Our faith in God changes our community.  And our faith in God changes our 

vocation and lifestyle. Life changing faith. 



Change #4: Faith in God changes your legacy. 

Prior to her life changing Faith in God what was her legacy to be? As a prostitute her impact in the world was negative 

wasn’t it?  Marriage wrecker. Disease spreader.  When she left her vocation and became wife and mother her legacy 

changed.   

Salmon was of the chosen Messianic line.  Who have we learned is the one who sovereignly guided the Messianic Line?  

Remember the choice between Jacob and Esau?  Who made that? Remember the choice between Leah and Rachel? Who 

was behind that?  God chose Jacob when Isaac thought it should be Esau.  When Jacob wanted Rachel as his wife, God 

gave him Leah?  And Judah came through God’s choice not Jacobs. 

And God extracted rahab from Jericho and brought her into the Israelite community.  Do you think it is by coincidence 

that she Married Salmon and gave birth to the next generation in the Messianic line.   It all started with her faith in God.  

Turn in your bibles to Hebrews 11. 

Turn in your bibles to Hebrews 11.  Hebrews 11 is that chapter we call the Hall of Faith.  It is the list of OT saints whom 

the writer points his readers to as examples of faith in their generation.  And guess whose name we find there in the 31
st
 

verse? 

Rahab.   Hebrews 11:31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with 

those who were disobedient. (NIV)    

 
James the brother of Jesus when teaching his readers about the relationship of ones works to ones genuine faith in God 

cites Abraham and as a second example cites, guess who?  Rahab.  (James 2:25) Isn’t this great. 

Abraham and Rahab.   

Friends when a person puts their faith in God and in his son Jesus Christ everything changes for them.  Their path in life, 

their destiny, their friends, the purpose, their lifestyle and vocation, their legacy. 

And it doesn’t matter how their life started what matters so much is who they turn to in Faith.  And God is still about this 

same buiseness today.  He takes the Rahabs of the world who have  a less than desirable past and shows mercy and 

kindness by delighting to change their life around. 

Oh the grace and mercy of the Lord is so so beautiful.  So please please please believe that God can reach down and save 

you or save someone you love from their sin and their life direction.    

Sinner, place your faith in God and his son Jesus Christ, won’t you? 

Believer, don’t count anyone as too hard for God to save!  Don’t count anyone beyond turning to God in faith.  Everyone 

gets tired of their sin sometime.  Its inevitable and when they do our gracious God and the good news of the cross is 

waiting for them to turn to God in Faith.  And if that weren’t enough God is good enough to give them a dose of faith as a 

gift so they can turn to Him. 

Prayer.



Lesson 46 
 

Life Changing Faith  
Joshua 2 

 
Individual Prep 

Susan was a woman many people would describe as messed up.  As a 

teenager, she left home in rebellion and determined to make it on her 

own.  But she discovered the only way she could figure out how to do 

that was through prostitution.  Drug abuse followed. Time passed, and at 

30 years old she looked like 50.  Used and abused, she’s feeling unloved 

and unworthy of anyone’s genuine love, especially God’s.  In this world 

people don’t hold out much hope for you, and you certainly don’t.  But 

the question is, does God? 

This week’s lesson is about life changing faith, and how when a woman 

with a spotty past put her faith in God, everything changed. 

Our text is Joshua 2, and it holds kind of a funny place in God’s story of 

redemption.  Sandwiched in the middle of the story of Joshua’s rise to 

the role of national and spiritual leadership for Israel is this story of 

redemption.  Maybe it’s a reminder that no matter what else is going on, 

there are always individuals on the heart of God.  And Joshua included it 

in Israel’s history, having no idea what role this woman would play in the 

divine story.  All he knew was that God had made one exception among 

the Canaanites who were destined for judgment. 

I want you to think of someone who needs God to change their life and 

destiny.  Say a pray for them, and for God to use this study to remind 

you of the hope that God can save, and change and intervene in 

anyone’s life, regardless of their past or what they are like in the present. 

Now read Joshua 2, then Joshua 6:22-25. 

Q1: Did you catch the significance of the second passage? When Rahab 
and her family were rescued, what did Joshua tell the spies to do with 
them? (see v. 23) 
 
Q2: At the time of the writing of this document, where did Rahab and all 
her family reside? (see v. 25) 
 
Q3: Describe what you see as the significance of this change of events?  
What did God do for her, and what did God do through her? 
  



Small Group Interaction 

Icebreaker: Have each person in the group who is willing identify 

something that has changed about their life as a result of their faith in 

God. 

Prayer Exercise: Spend time verbalizing these praises to God in prayer, 

popcorn style (in phrases or short sentences).  Enter a time of prayer 

where all you do is make short and brief statements of what you want to 

praise God for, not conversing.  (ie: heaven, Jesus, the cross, a job, etc.)  

Let it go for as long as you can. 

Scripture Exercise 1:  (Group Leader) Based upon the reading 

assignment in the individual preparation section, take a moment to 

refresh your group with a summary of Joshua 2, making note particularly 

of Rahab’s disposition or attitude toward the Israelites’ God. Then read 

aloud Joshua 6:22-25, and share your answers to the questions at the 

bottom of the previous page. 

Scripture Exercise 2: Read Joshua 2:1a –  
 
Q1: What do you suppose Joshua’s purpose was for sending in the two 

spies, given that Jericho was the first city they were supposed to attack? 

 

Q2: What does it turn out was God’s purpose in the spies’ mission? 

 

Discussion Exercise:  
 
Q3: How can we explain this woman’s faith in God coming alive merely 

through reports and news accounts that made their way to Canaan? 

 

 

Q4: Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and discuss how this relates to the story of 

Rahab. 

  



Scripture Exercise 3: Read Matthew 5:1-5.   

Q5: What now is the significance to the New Testament Christian that 

would not have been obvious to Joshua? 

 

Q6: What else must have changed about this former harlot for her to 

have been not only included in community of Israel, but for her to have 

become a part of the Messianic heritage? 

 

 

Q7: What does this tell us about the grace and power of God in a person 

who has some faith in God? 

 

 

 

Prayer Exercise: As a group, pray together for people who you would 

like to see experience “life changing faith.”  


