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Message #14                                                                                                    II Corinthians 5:1-5 

 

There is a very interesting story from biblical history that ends the book of I Kings.  Long before 

we had the technology to produce a guided missile that could strike its target, God did it in the 

history of Israel. 

 

Ahab was the eighth King of Israel.  He married a ruthless evil woman whose name was Jezebel, 

who so dominated Ahab that she prompted him to worship false gods and kill any who got in 

their way.  He trumped up a false charge against Naboth and had him executed and Elijah 

prophesied that he would be put to death.  He thought prophets were out of their minds so he 

disguised himself and went into a battle against Ramoth-gilead.  Some man randomly shot an 

arrow into the air and God guided that missile to hit and kill Ahab, even though he was wearing 

complete armor (I Kings 22:34).  God used a guided missile to kill a king of Israel.  We could 

metaphorically say that “the bullet had Ahab’s name on it.” 

 

If the Lord tarries, there is a death missile aimed at each of us.  We could say there is a bullet that 

has our name on it.  We are the target and the specific goal of God will be to hit us with death 

and take us into eternity.  God has an arsenal of things he can use to take us out of this world.  

He may use the missile of some disease; some accident; some heart attack; some terrorist attack.  

We can surround ourselves with all the protective armor that we have at our disposal.  We can 

eat right, exercise right, live right and take all of the right medications, but we will not stop the 

guided missile of God that is designed to take us out of this world. 

 

One of the things that we have asked our fellowship dinner groups over the years is whether or 

not they have ever been in a situation in which they thought they were going to die.  We have 

heard some interesting stories from various people concerning moments when they thought they 

were going to die. 

 

Several people were in car wrecks in which they thought it was over.  One had a gun put to their 

head and thought that was it.  One was lost for a few days in the mountains and thought he was 

going to die.  One thought someone had broke into their home and thought they were about to  

be killed.  One went underwater and thought he was going to drown.  These rare episodes do 

remind us we are not infallible and at some point in time, if the Lord tarries, death will come get 

us.  There is no sense being morbid about this thought; it is reality. 

 

The Apostle Paul literally lived with the threat of physical death every day of his life.  It is 

interesting that before he came to believe in Jesus Christ and grace, life just sailed along.  But the 

moment he trusted Christ and then ultimately started to communicate truth of the grace of God, 

many people wanted him dead. 

 

The thought of death did not threaten Paul.  In fact, his idea was “to live is Christ and to die is 

gain.”  He kept his sights on the eternal and not the temporal, because he knew he was headed  

to be with the Lord.  That is the point he communicates right here: 
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BELIEVERS IN JESUS CHRIST DO NOT NEED TO FEAR   DEATH   BECAUSE 

WHEN WE DIE WE WILL GO TO BE WITH THE LORD; AND WE WILL RECEIVE 

A NEW, WONDERFUL BODY AND ALL OUR ETERNAL HOPES AND DREAMS 

WILL COME TRUE. 

 

In the next couple of weeks, we are going to take a very interesting look at a section of Scripture 

that gives us some very unusual information about what happens when we die.  We are going to 

see the kind of attitude that we should have in view of this reality. 

 

Notice how verse 1 begins, with a conjunction “for.”  Paul is   logically   informing us why death 

does not scare him.  He is telling us why he doesn’t get all shook up when he sees his outer man 

decaying and why he keeps focused on the eternal rather than the temporal. 

 

Paul is such a logical thinker and writer.  Paul is not like some religious people who get all 

emotional and enthusiastic, but cannot give you any sane answers for what they actually know 

and believe.  Paul’s stability to face death was based on concrete realities and there are three 

realities that he discusses in these verses: 

 

PAULINE REALITY #1 – Paul describes what he   knew  .  5:1 

 

Now in this verse, Paul gives us some very interesting data about what he knew about what 

happens to us and to our body when we die.  We might ask how he came to know these things.   

 

As an apostle, God certainly revealed special things to Paul, but also he was actually caught up 

to the third heaven which is in Paradise and he actually saw all these things (II Cor. 12:3-4).   

 

Now Paul uses very significant language in verse 1 to describe what he knew.  The first thing 

you will observe is that he refers to our body as being an “earthly tent,” which is the house that 

we are living in while we are here on earth.   

 

Now all you have to do to understand this imagery is go camping and set up a tent and stay in it 

for awhile.  You will discover that no matter how good the tent, there is a fragile impermanence 

to it.  If the wind starts howling or the rain starts pounding or the snow starts flying, you will 

quickly realize this tent does not have the stability of a permanent house. 

 

That is precisely Paul’s point.  At present, while we are here on earth we are living in this body 

that is a tent.  It doesn’t have permanent stability.  When storms or temptations hit us, we get to 

see how fragile this body really is.   

 

But Paul says, I known that if this body is “torn down,” we believers have an eternal house not 

made with hands, but by God in heaven.  Now the “if” clause is a third class conditional clause 

which is the clause of future probability (εαν + indicative verb). 
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This presents an interesting point of Paul’s personal eschatology.  One of the earliest epistles that 

Paul wrote was I Thessalonians.  In fact, Paul first wrote Galatians and then his second letter was 

I Thessalonians.  He probably wrote that letter around A.D. 50 and in I Thessalonians 4:13-18, 

he talks about the Rapture of the Church.  In fact, he anticipated being alive at the Rapture 

because he said “we who are alive and remain shall be caught up.” 

 

About four years later, he wrote I Corinthians and in I Corinthians 15 he again spoke of the 

Rapture and he anticipated that he would be raptured and instantly changed in the moment and 

twinkling of an eye (I Cor. 15:52). 

 

But Paul was a realist and a lot had happened to him.  He was getting older, his body was weaker 

and apparently he had a sense that there was a good probability that he would die.  This is why 

he uses the third class conditional “if” clause.  He may be raptured, but there was a good 

probability that his earthly body would be “torn down.” 

 

The verb “torn down” (καταλυω) means that Paul is saying that if this earthly body of ours is 

destroyed by something, what I know is I have a heavenly body waiting for me in heaven that 

has been designed by God.   

 

Now the parsing of this verb “torn down” is aorist passive.  What that means is that Paul is 

saying if at some point, something happens to this body I am living in or this tent I am 

indwelling, what I know is that at the precise moment of departure, I have waiting for me a  

body that has been prepared by God that is fitted for heaven and eternity. 

 

Now this answers a key question about death.  Death means you leave your body as a believer 

and go to be with the Lord and the moment you leave your body, you are given a new body that 

has been constructed by God. 

 

Notice the text says that the believer is given a new body “from God” and “from heaven” (v. 2).  

It does not say that this is the body that is raised from the dead or from the grave.  So what we 

would understand that to mean, as Dr. Chafer observed, that this is a specific, intermediate body 

that we receive from God the moment we die (Systematic Theology, Vol. 2, p. 156). 

 

Paul said this is what I know.  This is why death does not threaten me because the moment I 

leave this body, I am going to get a new heavenly body designed for me by God, which is fitted 

for eternity. 

 

One philosopher used to say of death, “Bury me if you can catch me.”  The truth is at death, all 

we can do is bury a body; the person is long gone from that body and already has a new one. 

 

PAULINE REALITY #2 – Paul describes that for which he   longed  .  5:2-4 

 

Paul longed to go to heaven where he would no longer be in a sinful body. 
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Paul says while I am in this tent/house, “I groan.”  Now words of Scripture fascinate me and 

what I wondered is what does Paul mean when he says he “groans”?  

 

The verb “groan” (στεναζομεν) is a present tense verb used in verse 2 and verse 4.  The verb 

means to have an internal and unexpressed feeling about something (G. Abbott-Smith, Greek 

Lexicon, p. 416).   

 

Paul did not walk around telling people he wanted to die.  He did not live life in depression with 

a death wish.  It is obvious when you track Paul’s life that he had a real zest for life.  He lived it 

to the hilt.  But what Paul means is that inside he continually had a longing and feeling that 

anticipated getting out of this world and getting into heaven.   

 

He looked forward to the time when he would get his new eternal and heavenly body.   

 

Now in verse 3, he says I want my new body so that I will not be found “naked.”  What he 

means is I don’t want to live forever in this poorly clad flesh condition.  The word “naked” 

(γυμνος) speaks of a comparison between that which is without good clothing compared to that 

with good clothing (Ibid., p. 96).  It is a comparison of that which is garmentless as opposed to 

that which does wear a garment.  Paul is comparing this temporal, mortal body with the eternal, 

immortal body. 

 

I understand Paul to be saying this body that I am presently in is nothing.  It is like being naked 

compared to the heavenly body I will receive the moment I will get out of this world.  In fact, the 

word “mortal” in verse 4 refers to the mortal body.    

 

Paul says, as long as I am living in this sinful, flesh body on this earth, I am burdened because 

this isn’t good clothing for the believer. 

 

In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians he said, “Death is swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 15:54).  

The context of that is that Paul was saying the moment one leaves this mortal body he is instantly 

in an immortal and imperishable condition. 

 

Paul longed to be swallowed up by his life body, not this death body.  He had a continual passion 

to want to get out of this mortal body and be clothed with a body fitted for heaven and eternity.  

He longed to go home to be with the Lord. 

 

Take a good look at yourself in the mirror.  Take an honest look at yourself in the mirror.  Our 

mortal bodies are not getting better or prettier.  Dr. Swindoll said that he used to tell brides and 

grooms to “Enjoy the wedding pictures, because you will never be thinner.”  I think it is God-

honoring to try to keep ourselves in shape, but the fact is this mortal body is not getting better  

as it is getting older. 
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What Paul kept thinking about was a new body that would be his at the moment of death.  Death 

did not intimidate Paul because he was excited about the possibility of having a brand new body 

designed for him by God. 

 

PAULINE REALITY #3 – Paul describes what the pledge he already   had  .  5:5 

 

Now Paul said we actually have a down payment pledge that God is going to give us this new 

body and the pledge is the Holy Spirit. 

 

Paul says, every believer has a guarantee of a new body and it is a pledge given by God and the 

pledge is the Holy Spirit.   

 

Now don’t miss this point.  When you buy a house, you typically sign a contract and you put a 

down payment down which means you are promising that you will make the payments until you 

have paid what is owed. 

 

Now this is powerful.  God is saying “I owe every one of my children a new, glorious, heavenly 

body.  I am giving them a down payment, the Holy Spirit that guarantees they are going to get 

this body.”   

 

My down payment to them that guarantees this final payment of a new body is that I give every 

one of my children the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now I trusted Jesus Christ when I was 26 years old.  In a few days, I will be 62.  I still believe in 

the Rapture of the Church and it is a blessed hope that I have had for all of these years.  But I 

must say that as I get older and as the years tick off, there is the possibility that the way I will go 

to be with the Lord is via death.   

 

I don’t know what missile God has in store for me if that is the way it is to be.  Could be a bomb, 

could be a bullet, could be an accident, could be a disease, could be a heart attack or could be old 

age.  I don’t know–but this is what I do know and if you know the Lord, you may know this too. 

 

I have been promised by God to receive a brand new body the moment I leave this body I am 

presently in.  In fact, believers are guaranteed this because of the pledge God has given to us,  

the Holy Spirit. 

 

I do believe we are nearing the Rapture, but death doesn’t scare me.  In fact, I say with the 

philosopher, when I die “bury me if you can catch me” and you won’t be able to catch me 

because I’ll be gone.  You may be able to bury this mortal body, but I won’t be in this tent  

anymore, because I’ll be enjoying my new home in glory. 

 

This pledge and this promise is only for the believer.  If you have not placed your faith in Jesus 

Christ, you do not have this hope.  Death should scare you, because once you leave your body, 

you will burn forever.  Come to faith in Christ.  Believe on Him and be saved. 


