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KJV – Revelation 6:9-11 

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-14 
 “The Fifth Seal of Revelation” 

Introduction: 

     This lesson covers the fifth seal of the scroll of Revelation chapter number six. It speaks of the 
martyred souls slain for the Word of God and the testimony that they had. 

Revelation 6:9-11 

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled. 

     The opening of that fifth seal, is a picture of the martyred saints, all those pre-raptured martyrs 
killed for the Word of God. The tribulation will start after, and only after God takes His Church out 
of this world and home to glory for the Judgment Seat of Christ. There are some people who believe 
that the Church will go through the seven-year tribulation period. My friend this is just not so. God 
will call His people out, every one whose name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life from the 
foundation of the world, both the dead in Christ and those which are alive.  

     The opening of this fifth seal lends weight to a pre-tribulation rapture of the church and also 
shows that for the most part the believers that receive Christ during this time will most likely be 
martyred for their faith. The souls under the altar that were slain for the Word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ are told to wait until the other martyrs can join them.  

Jeremiah 30:1-7 

1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 

2 Thus speaketh the LORD God of Israel, saying, Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in 
a book. 
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3 For, lo, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will bring again the captivity of my people Israel and 
Judah, saith the LORD: and I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they 
shall possess it. 

4 And these are the words that the LORD spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. 

5 For thus saith the LORD; We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. 

6 Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his 
hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? 

7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it. 

     God promised to bring again the captivity of His people the Nation of Israel. Of course we know 
from history that God fulfilled this in A.D. 70. This theme of once again captivity and restoration of 
the Nation gives the main thought of God’s promise for Israel from chapters 30 to 33. His plan for 
the future will be that of the restoration of the entire land and the nation. These verses start out 
forming the theme that God will bring about a final gathering, never to be removed again.  

     This is not just speaking of the return in the days of Nehemiah and Ezra but these verses have 
found complete fulfillment in May 1948 when the nation of Israel was reestablished as a sovereign 
state. This time of Jacob’s trouble is speaking of that hard time to come with the fulfillment of 
Daniel’s 70th week or the Great Tribulation. This is a period of unprecedented difficulty for Israel as 
the verse defines it as it is set in the context of Israel’s final restoration.  

     This time is best equated with that last week that will culminate with the return of the LORD 
Jesus Christ in His second coming.  

Jeremiah 30:7 

7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble, but he shall be 
saved out of it. 

     Looking back in the Bible in the times of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we see that God called out 
one man and it was from that one man, Abraham that the nation of Israel was born. Abraham was 
the grand-father to the man named Jacob. The LORD blessed these men and really worked on Jacob. 
Something happened to Jacob in Genesis chapter number 32 that would change the course of events 
for the Jewish people and the entire nation of Israel forever.  

Genesis 32:27-30 

27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 

28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with 
God and with men, and hast prevailed. 
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29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 

30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved. 

     The LORD God, promised that He would return His people to the land which He gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess it. Israel was placed in exile and there was world-wide dispersion in 
A.D. 70. The “City of Peace,” Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans and caused this dispersion 
after this event there was no more a nation for Israel until 1948. 

     However, God proclaimed to Jeremiah that He would return His people unto the land that He 
gave their fathers. This event occurred in May of 1948. Millions of Jewish people from all over the 
world returned to their land that God had given them. They returned and proclaimed their 
sovereign statehood by the authority of Almighty God. This even reaffirms God’s covenant to the 
nation of Israel as He promised Abraham in Genesis chapter number 15.   

     God stated to Jeremiah the prophet that this would happen before He would bring about the time 
of trouble; as in Jacob’s trouble. As in Jacob he is a picture of Israel and Israel here in this context is 
a picture of the New Testament Church. Jacob “Israel” shall be saved out of his this trouble to come. 
As Jacob was saved out of his trouble down in the land of Egypt, so shall the LORD God save His 
people, the New Testament church out of the trouble that is to come.  This saving out of comes 
before the opening of any of these seals and the beginning of the Great Tribulation.  

     Yet there will be left behind the unsaved world after the Rapture that will have to go through this 
period of 7-years known as the Great Tribulation. These souls under the altar that were slain for the 
Word of God and the testimony cry out unto God and ask for vindication. But they are told to wait, 
until their brother and sisters join them. There are still many people that reject the idea of the 
Rapture of the Church, then there are some that even think there will be Rapture, but they say it 
will not occur until after the 7-years of Great Tribulation. They believe that the LORD God will suffer 
His people to go through this period, this time of trouble. This is not the case my friend and there is 
absolutely no Biblical evidence to support this.  

     But let’s not stop here, let’s read on and see even more facts from the Scriptures that lend weight 
to the doctrine of the authority and lay the foundation for the belief and the teaching of a Pre-
tribulation Rapture of the New Testament Church.  

Daniel 12:1-3 

1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy 
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the 
book. 

2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt. 

3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 
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     The Prophet Daniel tells us in verse one that God’s people shall be delivered out of this time of 
trouble, only those whose names are found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. This event will take 
place in a brief millisecond, a period of time that we refer to as yes the Rapture, or the translation of 
the Church.  

     In verse two, Daniel speaks of two types of people rising up from the dead. Those who arise to 
everlasting life, and then whose who arise to shame and everlasting contempt; these two 
resurrections are separate and they do not occur at the same time. The resurrection of the Saints 
will happen just before the first seal is opened by the Lamb of God, just before the Great Tribulation 
starts. But the resurrection of the unbelieving dead, those who arise to shame and everlasting 
contempt will happen after the Great Tribulation and even after the 1,000 years have expired. This 
will be the start of what is known as the Great White Throne Judgment.  

     We see in the book of Revelation how John describes this final judgment, the resurrection of the 
unbelieving dead that will occur after the completion of the Millennium. All of the wicked dead, 
from Cain to the last rebel in the Millennial Kingdom, all these will be resurrected as a part of that 
awakening foretold by Daniel in 12:2. They will all stand before the Christ to be judged at the Great 
White Throne Judgment for their rebellious unbelief and sin against the One True Living God. All 
those that refuse God’s divine grace and mercy will face His Holy Judgment and fill His wrath.  

     Those unbelievers without Christ from that second resurrection of the unbelievers that are 
awakened will be judged and cast into the Lake of Fire. This will be the final and total culmination 
of the judgment upon sin, because after this there is no more sin.  

     Now what about those believers in Christ, what about those that participated in that first 
resurrection; for the believers in Christ that first resurrection is a glorious occasion for the 
redeemed those that have received His amazing grace and His tender mercies, what a glorious day 
that will be when at last the Church will be One with Christ; as the Bride Groom receives His Bride.  

I Corinthians 15:51-57 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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     As we read in the book of Daniel, there are two separate resurrections that are yet to come. 
Which are inclusive of “all that are in the graves.”  

John 5:28-29 

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

     These two separate events are distinguished as “life” and that one unto “damnation” or judgment. 
They are separated by at least 1,007 years yet the first resurrection will have two parts. The first 
part of the resurrection unto life will occur just before the Great Tribulation begins. This of course 
as we have already spoken of is the Pre-tribulation Rapture.  

     This is the resurrection that will remove the Saints from the earth both the dead and the living up 
through that point in time so that they may receive their glorified bodies and as the bride be joined 
with the LORD. The second part of this resurrection unto life takes place after the seven year 
tribulation at the second coming of the LORD Jesus Christ these are those fellow servants that must 
be slain as we read about them in the fifth seal of Revelation 6:11. 

     This first resurrection is not just for the New Testament Church Saints but for all bodies of the 
Saints of all ages throughout the dispensations. From the dispensation of Innocence to Conscience 
to Human Government to Promise; from the dispensation of the Law to the dispensation of Grace 
which is also known as the Church Age. This first resurrection, the Rapture or the translation of the 
Saints is what we call “that blessed hope” of the church. 

Titus 2:11-14 

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; 

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; 

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

     What a blessed hope those in Christ have, not just hope in this life. But we can know beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that our redeemer lives and because He lives we shall live also. 
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I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 

15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


