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TULIP – What is Total Depravity? 

Introduction: 
 
     Total Depravity is the teaching that mankind is completely touched by sin in all that he 
is, a sinner by nature, by birth and choice. Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, 
emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We are not as 
sinful as we could be, but man is completely affected by sin in everything and every part of 
what he is.  

     Is it only the teachings of John Calvin? No my friend this is a biblical doctrine taught in 
the Scripture and even by our Lord Jesus Himself.  

Genesis 8:21  

21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse 
the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; 
neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. 

     As early as Genesis, the record of man’s depravity is recorded.  

Psalm 51:5 

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

     The oldest book in the Bible tells us a few things of our state: 

Job 14:1-2 

1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not. 

Job 25:4 

4 How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? 
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     What has Jeremiah the prophet told us of man’s condition? 

Jeremiah 13:23 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that 
are accustomed to do evil.  

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

Mark 7:21-23  

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders,  

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 
foolishness:  

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

     Jesus said in the Gospel of John that this is the condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. Friends the 
bottom line up front is that man is sick, his heart is evil, he loves darkness rather than light, 
and he is totally depraved. And within the power of his own freewill he will chose darkness 
rather than light because of this depraved, fallen state he is in. The Apostle Paul speaks of 
man’s depravity and inability, as he writes in Romans. 

Romans 3:10-12  

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one.  

     Man is alone, without God in a state of total depravity. There is none righteous, no not 
one; he cannot understand and he does not seek for God. There is not even one that doeth 
good. Jesus gave us these three clear truths just in the Gospel of John alone. 

1. Man is destined to perish eternally. – You will die in your sins. 

2. Man is living under the wrath of God. – And the wrath of God abideth on him.  
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3. Man is condemned. – He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

This is the depravity and total inability of mankind: “But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 


